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PREFACE. 


Ik presenting to the public a revised edition of the Battles 
of the British Navy, the Author has to express his gi*atitude 
for the indulgence conceded to his early effort. The period 
•which has elapsed since the publication of tlie first edition, 
has been in great paH employed by him in rendering tins 
record of the brilliant performances of the Navy more com- 
plete. Considerable departures from former statements have, 
in many instances, been thought necessary, and tlie addi- 
tional matter will, he liopes, be found important. Numerous 
provioiLsly unnoticed actions have been introduced, the de- 
tails of otliers extended, and the names of hundreds of 
officers, distinguished by their valour and devotion to their 
country, have been gleaned from official and other docu- 
ments. 

The object soiiglit to be acliieved by the compiler, is to 
place within the reach of his countryimva an impartial record 
of those great and glorious conflicts on the ocean, by which 
England has gained lier supi'cmacy among nations. To 
the energy and shill of the Ihutish Navy, commerce owed her 
protection against the world in arins, and witliout such 
j)owerful aid, peaceful traffic among civilized nations could 
ne%^er have attained jls present flourishing condition. 

Previously to tlie publication of the first edition of this 
work, however, no comprehensive record of the kind exist<xl. 
Spread over scores of volumes, isolated portions only of the 
noble deeds of England’s sailors were accessilfle, except to the 
patient inquirer. English historians have paid little at ten- 
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lion to the deeds of the Navy ; and only the more prominent 
atnong them have obtfiined a place among our household 
words. 

In revising the earlier portions of the work, much valuable 
assistance has been derived from the elaborate production of 
the late Sir Nicholas Ilari-is Nicolas.^ Unfortunately for 
the subject, that indefatigable and talented author did not 

1 i ve to complete his task, and two volumes cnly were prepared 
and published befoie his unlooked-for decease. 

The authorities used in these volumes are not in all cases 
quoted, or the annotations would have exceeded the text, 
and the popular form of the work have been destroyed. 
The works of Lediard,^ Campbell/^ Beatson,^ Chamock,*'^ 
Schomberg,^ Breiiton/ James, ^ Marshall,^ tlie Naval Chronicle, 

* A History of the Royal Navy from the Earliest Times to the Wars 
of the French Revolution. By »Sir Nicholas Harris Nicolas, G.C.M.G. 

2 void. London : 1847. Nelson’s Letters and despatches. Edited by 
iSir N. Harris Nicolas. 7 vols. 8vo. London : 1 845-4(5. 

- Naval History of England fi-oin the Norman Gonquest in the year 
10(56 to the ConcluKion of 1734. 2 vols. folio. By Thomas Lediard, 

(lent. &o. London : 1735. 

laves of the British Admirals ; containing a New and Accurate 
Naval History from the Earliest Periods. By Dr. .T. Campbell. With a 
Coutinuation clown to the year 1770, written under the inspection of 
Dr. Berkeiihout. 4 vols. London : 1781. 

** Naval and Military Memoirs of Great Britain, 1727 — 1783. By 
Robert Beatson, Esq. LL.D. 6 vols. 8vo. London ; 1804. 

** Biogra])hia Navalis ; or, Impartial Memoirs of the Lives and Cha- 
racters of Officers of the Navy of Gicat Britain, from the year 1(560 to 
i,he [^resent Time, 1704 — 98. Also, History of M’arine Architecture. 

3 vols. 4 to. London : 1802. 

Naval Chronology, &c. from the Time of the Romans to the Treaty 
of Peace iti 1802. 5 vols. 8vo. By laiwic Schomberg, Esq. Captain in 

the Royal Navy. London : 1802. 

'• Tire Naval History of Great Britain froij| the year 1783 to 1822. 
By Edward Pelham Brenton, Esq. Captain in the Royal Navy. Lon- 
don : 1823. 

^ Tlie Naval Histoiy of Great Britain from the Declaration of War 
by France in February, 1793, to the Accession of George IV. in 
January’, 1820. By William James. 6 vols. Second E<lition. Lon- 
don : 1826. Also another edition, revised by Captain F. Ohamior, R.N. 
London, ^ 

^ Royal Naval Biography ; or. Memoirs of the Services of all the Flag 
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1799—1818, the Anpujil Begister, &c., have furnished the 
staple data, all which have been carefully collated with each 
other, and illustrated by miscellaneous biogiuphies and 
ess£!i,ys, and original communications from living participators 
in the actions described. 

In June, 1847, her most gracious Majesty, desirous of 
bestowing some max'k of distinction as well u])on her sailoi's 
as her soldiers, issued an Order in Council, under which all 
the surviving particij)ators in the principal and some minor 
actions fought since 1793 have been decorated witli a naval 
medal and clasp, or clasps. A committee of flag oflicors, 
comprising Admirals Sir Thomas 15yam Martin, the? 

Honoumble Sir Thomas Bladen Capel, K .C.B., and Sir James 
Alexander Gordon, K.C.B., having for their secretary 
Edward Giffard, Esq., of the Admiralty, examined the claims 
of the numerous applicants ; and the various exploits selecte<i 
will be found especially noticed in the following pages. 

Officers, Captains, and Commanders whose Names appeared on the List 
of Sea Officers in 1823, &c. By John Marshall {b), Lieuteiuait in the 
Royal Navy. 12 vols. or parts. London.: 1823-35» 
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16, Mercer the Scotch pirate — Philpott’s patriotism — anecdote {note), 
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BATTLES OF THE BlilTlSH KAVY 


1190— li>o8. 

The crForts vised \)y the inoiiarcJiB of (jiiristta*ih.)}n to rescue 
JerusMlem froru tlie power and possession of iiiiidols, brought 
into action tliat energetic sjiirit, a.n<l that gallant daring, 
which have ever since distinguislied British .se:iinen. Kich.-inl, 
of the Iviori Heart, liaving Jimde conimon cause with I*]iilij> 
of Fraiic<3, a joint expedition wtis iitted out. for the prose- 
cution of the Holy War. Early in 1100, a large lieeti, ccjI- 
lected from all parts of Englaud, Noi‘niaud}% l\>itou, Brit- 
tany, and Aquitaine, had assomblcfl at Dai tmoutli, from 
wliicli port they are svq>posed to have sailevl in the mon th of 
ApAal.^ Bicliard had piroceedod overland to iMarseilies, 
where tlie lleet was to assemble ptreparatory to ] >roceeding on 
tlicii: mission. This lleet was commanded by Gerard arch- 
bishop of Aix, Bernard bisliop of Bayonne, Ivoboit de Sabloil, 
llichanl de Gamville, and William de Eoriz of Oleron, who 
wc're styled “ Sea. ?i usti<;es.” Ill prepvared to contend vvitli 
the lofty waves of the Westorri Oce.‘:iu, tins lleet was dispers^'d. 
sliortly after leaving the Channel ; but the juajor part, eoin- 
maiuled ))y liobert de Sabloil an<l llichard dvj Gamville, suc- 
ooedod in reaching Lisbon. This division of tlve fleet left the 
Tagus in July, and outside the river joined William do Fortz, 
and tliirty -th ree ships. Tlie lleet thus recruited nuinbored 106 
large ships, carT-ying troops and stores, and after a passage of 

' Nicolas’.s Histoiy of the 'Royal iSTavy, vol. i. p. 107. 

Tlie most satislactory idea of the ETij;;;]ii>h navy toward.^ tlio end of 
the twelftli ceiitiiry i.s alForded by the descri|)tion of t.lri;-': f!t;ot. Tlie 
king, according to the ordy writer (Richard of Dovizeb) wiio lias entered 
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twenty-eight days I’eached MarseilleB. On their arrival, it 
was fonud that Richard liad loft for Sicily a short time pre- 
viously, and tlii ther the fleet followed, and fouiul him at 
Scylla. Biclijuxl entered Messina in great tiiiiinph, where he 
found I’hilip of Franco. Certain disputes with Tancred, king 
of Sicily, delayed the ileet at Messina until the succeeding 
year. On the lOtli April, 1191, having been reinforced with 
thirty Vessels from England, the fleet sailed for Palestine ; 
but a storin overt^lking them, several ships separated from 
the main body. Among the number missing, was the ship 
in wliich Dei*engaria, Richards affianced queen, was embark ed. 
Richard proceedcjd to Crete, but not finding the ship there, 
sailed for Rhodes. In the meanwhile tlie ship of which 
ivichaT‘<l vras in search had entered a ].)ort of Cyprus, then 
ruled by Isaac Comiierms, the self-styled emperor ; but wlio, 
not having behaved hospitably to Ids royal visitants, iiicuiTed 
the ire of Richard. The fleet on the 6th of May entered the 
harbour of lyymosol. Not content with tlie terms oliei’cd by 
Isaac in atonement of his conduct, Richard took such mea- 
sures as obtain (id for liiin the sovcriugnty of tlie island of 
03 q)rus. Isaac, Ixuuid in silver fetters, was orrlored to bo 
imprisoned at Palestine : and after receiving the homage of 
the Cypriots, and making arrangements fo»r tln^ government 
of tliis tlie first foreign possession of the English crow'n, 
IMcliard pursued his voyage. On tlu^ 7th of June, when near 
Ravrutli, an immense sliip was discovered — a Turkisli dromon. 
Ricliard ordered his gaUe^cs to examine the stranger ; but the 
dromon rcdVised to any one to lioard. Being attacked, 

tlie assailants were greote d witli sliowers of missiles, Creek 
tire, and otlier combustibles. To l)oard so lofty a siiip from 
gaileys was no easy taslc ; but Ixiing personally urgecl on liy 
Richa;rc.l, some of the galley-men jumped ovfir-board, and 
diving under the vesser.s bott-om, at-taclu^d ropes to her laulier, 
]>y wliicdi means tluiy gained the jiower of steering her. Some 

into detailn on tlie subject, formed at Me?sina 100 sail a.nd 1 1 busses, 
" vessiAs of great capacity, very strongly .and coinpactiy built.” Tlie 
princijial sliips bad tb roe spare mdders, thirteen anchors, tliirty oars, two 
sails, three stb;.sof all kinds of ropes, &c. Each vessel had :i. skilful coni- 
ma.Tidej’, and a crew of fourteen isiiilors. aiul cai ried forty war-horses with 
their iinnour, tlio same numher of foot soMiers, and provisions and stores 
i;f all kintls for twelve inontJis. — ^Nicolas’.s History of the Is'avy, vol. L 
p. 
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of tlie most agile now aseended her sides; but soimmeroiis 
and brave were her defenders, ..that the assailants were over- 
powered. As a last resource the galleys were ordered to try 
the edect of their beaks. They receded, and foiiningaline 
to windward, the crews urged their galleys with all the power 
they could bring to bear, and with such velocity d id they 
strike tlie object with their iron prows, that the sides of the 
dromon were sufficiently pierced to admit the w'atc^r. The 
Tuikish slip sank, and out of 1,500 men said to have been 
on hoard, oidy lifty-five were spared. Ilichard landed at 
Acre, June lOth, and such wras the iTnpulse . given to the 
besiegers by his presence, that on the 12th of July following 
Acre siirrerulered. 

Pi'eviously to the arrival of Bichard’s fleet, several veiy 
gallant actions had taken place between the galleys of the 
besiegers by whom the port w’^as Idockaded, and the besieged. 
The following graphic account given by Geofl’ery de Vincsauf,^ 
of one of these encounters, will be found interesting, as illus- 
trating the naval wnrfare of the period. Tlie people of the 
town ill brooked tlieu* loss of the liberty of the sea, and re- 
solved to try wiiat they could eflect in a naval battle. They 
brought out their gal leys, therefore, two b^^'tw^o, and preserving 
a vseemly array in their advance, row'^ed out to the open sea to 
light thea])proacldng enemy ; and our menpropaiing to receive 
them, since there appeared no esca|>e, hastened to the mi' 
counter. On the other hand, our people manned the w'arileet, 
and making an oblique circuit to tlie left, removed to a distance, 
so that the enemy should not be denied free (Egress. AVhen 
they had advanced on both sides, our shij^is wore disposed in a 
curved line, so that if the enemy attemjited to break tlii'ough, 
they might be enclosed and defeated. The ends of the line 
being drawni out in fx sort of crescent, the strongei* were 
placed in front, so that a sharper onset might bo made by us, 
and that r>f the enemy might bo checked. In the upper tiers 
the shields, interlaced, were placed circularly ; and the i‘owei*s 
sat close together, that those placed above might liave freer 
scope. The sea became calm, so that ueither the lilow of the 
warrior, nor the stroke of tlie row-^er, might be impeded )>y 
waves. Advancing nearer to each oilier, the trumpet.ii 


* NicoWa History of the Boval Navy, vol. i. p. 111. 
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sounded on both sides and mingled their dread clangour. First 
they contended with missiles ; but our men moi't? earnestly 
]jlied their oars, (md pierced the enemy’s ships with the beaks 
of their own. Soon the battle became general, the otirs were 
entangled; they fought hand to hand ; they grappled the 
ships with altenuite casts, and set the decks on fire with the 
burning oil coinrnonly called the Greek fire. ^ Tliisfire con- 
sumes Sint and iron. * * ^ There was one galley 

which through the rashness of our men turned its side 
(dose to the enemy, and thus, ignited by the fire thrown on 
board, admi tfced the Turks, who rushed in at all parts. The 
rowtTs leapt into the sea ; but a few sohliers remained 
through (hisporation ; — ^^fche few orercame tlie many, and re- 
took tlie halt-burnt ship from the beaten foe. In this naval 
conflict the adverse side lost both a galley and a galliass,with 
tlieir crews.” 

Ii213. — ^Xing John having been excommunicated by the 
Homan pontiif Pliilip, king of France, gladly availing him- 
self of tlie pope’s denunciation of‘ his lival, made p.ve]>aration8 
to invade Englaiul. The count of Flanders, siding with 
John, however, Philip determined to commence hostilitios 

* Besides swords, fixes, laiujos, arrows, and oilier irassiles, as well as 
engines for casting large stones, Both Saracens and Christians used the 
''Greek Brod' This ckdebrated ])rojectilo, the invent.jon of* Cailinicius, a 
r-LHJcUanist of IleliojioIiK, about the seventh centiuy, was long used with 
Verrific etiect l.y the Greeks, who called, it ttie liquid lire, before its 
wOinposition hecanio known to olln^r nations. Though its exact elements 
iiid their |>roportions c;U) only be conjectured, naphtha, pitch, and sub 
T-iun- are supposed to have been its principal ingredients. It was pro- 
ix^iiod in a fluid state tlirough brazen fculKis, from tlie prows of vessels 
5.iJiil from fortifications, witli as inucli facility and almost a.s much preci- 
’w water is now tiirowii from a fire-engine. The moment it was 
exposed to tJie air it ignited, and became a oontinuoUvS stream of fire, 
bringinjg witli it torture and destruction. ^Vater increased its proper- 
ties, and it could only be extingoiished by vinegar oi* sand, while to itr 
other horroj-s were added a thick Hmoko, loud noise, and disgusting 
stench. Arrows re^!ei^ ed froiri the Hecatean mixture a double power ; 
for their litwls being wr;ij>pe<i in tow and dipped in the. preparation, they 
becaine carriers of lurid flame.. It, was ke[>t in jars, or large bottles, 
and being ti.irown on the decks of vessels, or from the walls of besieged 
jdaccH, ignited wherever it fell. The Greek fire was introduced into 
Eiigkxn(.i as early as - - if not lK;fore — the time of Ivicliard for in 1194 
or 1195, a payment made by the king for carrying sliieULs, quarrels, 
and oilier implements, and tho Greek tire,” from London to Notting* 
harn. — Nicolas’s History of the Navy ♦ 
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with liis neighbour, and the army and fleet prepared for the 
invasion of England were sent to Flanders. An immense 
conconivse of shipping, therefore, assembled at Daniine. So 
Btimerous was it, that the harboitr could not contain the 
whole, and many ships we?re compelled to anchor outside. 
John, being appealed to, readily reBponded to the call, and 
500 vessels, commanded by the earl of Balisbmy, tiie duke 
of Holland, and the count of Boulogne, and having on 
board 700 knights, ju'oceeded to the relief of the Flemish. 
The Frencli wei'e unprepared for this hostile and prompt 
measure. Their sliips were descited of their crews, who 
were engaged in plunder on shore, or as others say, besieging 
Ghent ; 300 sail, laden witli com, wine, and arms, were cap- 
tured, and 100 others burnt. The cail of BaJisbury then 
landed at the head of his troops, but Philip despatched an 
oyei'powering force, and comj)elled him to retreat to the 
ships. Pliiliji, fearing furtlier calamities, withdrew his army 
from Flanders, after burning the remainder of liis slups. 

1216. — 'J?hc Straits of Dover w-ere infested about this time 
by French shipj)ing, which, uiuhir the command of Eustace 
the Monk, committed serious inroads Mpoxx Englisli com- 
merce, Eustace was fomieily in the ])ay of J olui, but in 
1214 transferred Ms services to Prince Louis of France. The 
Englisli liarons, b(;ing at this time disgusted with tlie (con- 
duct of John, oilered the crown to Louis, dauphin of France, 
who gladly accepted the x>i*or>oBal. A fleet of (K)0 sail, col- 
lected for this service by^ Eustace at Calais, sailed for l^ng- 
land ; and altliough at first dis|>erse<l by a nortli-t?ast wind, 
subse<piently landed at Sandwich, ami mastered tiie wliole of 
Kent, cxce})t Dover Castle. Iviiig Jolin died on the 19th 
Octobt;r, and was succeeded by the infant ]n*inco, Henry. 

1217. — The battle of Lincoln was a severe blow to the 
hopes of Louis, but it was to the hardy valour -and skill of 
tlie Cimpie l\ut mariners that a finishing stroke was put to 
Ms as] Illations. On the news of the defeat of Louis reacliing 
France, 1101)614 de Courtenay collected an army, wliiOi ho em- 
barked at Calais in eighty ships, and a large number of galleys, 
the whole commanded hj Eustace the Monk. This f<>rce })ut 
to sea on the 24 th August, with the intention of procci^ding 
up the Thames to Loudon. x\t this juncture, Hubert de 
Bui-g, governor of Dover Castle, by dint of great entreaty 
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and exertion, eollected sixteen large ships, and about twenty 
smaller vessels ; and with this simill force put to sea. Hu- 
bei*t de Burg commanded the squadron, having with him Sir 
Philip d’Albini, Sir Henry de Timberville, Sir Sichard Siiard, 
Sir Ilichard; a natural son of King Jolm, together with the 
bravest of his knights and retainers. The wind was blowing 
fresh from the southward, and the French, not anticipating 
the hostile reception in store for them, were going free, steer- 
ing so as to round the Hortli Foreland. De Burg’s fleet 
made a stretch over to the French coast, which induced 
Eustace to think they were bound for Calais ; but, having 
got well to windward, the English bore away for, and speedily 
oveitoolc, the French rear. Tlnnwing their ginpnels on 
board, a furious onslaught was made upon the enemy. The 
crossbow-men and archers, under Sir Philip d’Albini, dis- 
charged their bolts and arrows, doing immense execution. 
Quantities of unslaked lime, reduced to ])OWTler, being blowm 
by the wind into their opponents’ eyes, comjjleted the dismay. 
The English then boarded, and cutting aw’ay the rigging 
and ]ialyards> the masts and sails went over the side, and 
rendei’ed them entirely helpless. Numbers of the French 
knights, preferring death to imprisonment, leapt overboard. 
Cut of tlie whole fleet only fifteen escaped. One of De Burg’s 
grand objects, however, was to obtain possession of Eustace ; 
find, after diligent search, the quondam ecclesiastic was found 
in the hold of one of tlie captured vessels, and Sir Richard, 
John’s bastfii’d son, became the monk’s executioner. 

1293. — The reign of Henry III. furnishes few naval oc- 
currences ^su^iicientiy prominent to demand notice, and hence 
a blank of more tlian half a century. In this year, however, 
a circumstance happened which involved England in another 
war with France. An English sTiip belonging to the Cinque 
I’orts having entered a j)ort of Normandy, the crew were 
attacked, while procuring fresli water, by some Norman 
fisheiTuen, and one man killed. In consequence of this 
fracas^ tlie Normans assembled ail their forces, expecting the 
English to take revenge, and the latter to repel further 
insult. The Normans shortly afteiwards added to their 
former crime that of hanging the crews of two English 
vessels which they captured, and at the same time hung an 
equal number of dogs, implying that they entertained n^ 
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sort of cliffercBce between the tv/o rac;es. The Ginqxie Port 
mariner!? iminediiitely prepared to revenge this insulting 
cruelty; and, after Numerous acts of liostility comnutted on 
both sides, it was at length resolved that the matter should 
be s^:*ttled in one grand light. A ship was stationed half- 
way between the coasts of England and Koi'inaiidy, to mart 
the place of engagement, «and on the 1 4th Apiil (or 14th 
M’ay, according to another authority) this action took place. 
Both 2)arties had obtained assistjmee from their neiglibours ; 

^tlie English from the Irish and Dutch, and the French 

from the Flemish and Genoese ; and the asseT.ul>led fJeets 
amounted to little shoi*t of 200 on each side. 8novv and 
hail ])rcluded the encounter, which is described as having 
l>een most tenihe. Thousands fell, and a ixunibo}' of shi]>s 
were destroyed, wlien victory <lecided in favour of the Eng- 
lish. The latter returned in triumph, attended by nnme- 
i-ous prkes. The French king d<nnanded satisfaction for the 
losses sustained by his subjects, and it was xiltimately agreed 
to give blm ]K)ssossi()n of Gascfmy for forty days. At the 
expiration of this jieriod Philip refused to restore that 
''}»o.ssession, and Edward determined to regain it by force 
of arms. 

1294.— Edward divided his fleet into three squadrons. vSir 
John de Botetourt commanded iilty-thrcc sail at Yarmoutli, 
Sii‘ Wllliaiii de Ley bourne commanded tlie 3V>rt??iiioiitli 
sepmdron, and a good knight, named Ormonde, tlic western 
and li-ish sqviadrons. This fleet imited in Octolxa-, and trans- 
])orted an army to Castellion, in Gascony, which ]>la,cc at once 
surrendered. Other jdaces also yielded, but Ifourdeaux: suc- 
cessfully resisted the efforts’ of the English. 

129o. — At the instigation of Sir Th as Tuifoervi.il o, an 
Englisli traitor knight, a juasoner in. Finance, ifoilij) was in- 
duced to attempt the invasion of ‘England. ’'J'licf triiitor, to 
obtain Iris fi'eedom, offered to go to England, where lie stated 
he CO aid by false repi*esentations obt.aJ n custody of certain 
seaports, whicli, upon tlie appearance of the French fleet, lie 
would deliver into Philip’s hands; but EdAvard icfuscd to 
place any tnist in Turberville’s representations ; and wlien 
Philip, with 300 sail, arrived off the English coast, lie had to 
wait in vain for the jiromised traitorous signal. Tlie eT e\A‘s of 
fi ve French ships, however, effected a landing at Hythe, and 
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being drawn into tbe country by a feigned retreat of tlie 
king.ri forces, the whole were destroyed, and one of the 
giilleys captured. On the Lst August the French fleet ap- 
peared blf -Dover, and 15,000 men, it is said, landed and 
burnt the town ; but tho kniglits, wdio had the custody of 
the sea, and the peo|:>]e of the idace, rallied and drov'e the 
eneniy back to the ships wdth great slaughter. Dan Thomas, 
a monk (who was slain in his church), and foiutecii of the 
townsp 0 O|)le, were killed. Tui*berville.\s treason was dis- 
cove-i’ed shortly afi.erwards, and ho paid the usual penalty of 
his crime. The sbips of the Cinque Ports captured al>out the 
same tinio fifteen Sj)ani.sh vessels, richly laden, bound to 
Flanders, and a [:>ortion, of the Yarmouth squadron ojfFected a 
Jill ding at (.'hej’botirg, and committed deju-edations. 

1337. — On the 24th of March, tlie French galleys, com- 
iiianded by Sir Nicliolas Babiichet, landed near I’ortsmoutli, 
tinder English baniiers, and having by those means deceived 
the |>eople, plundered and burnt tl;ie town, S])ar:iTig only the 
chinch. The same force landed at Oviernsey and biu’nt the 
town. Edward’s forces were at thisS time, and indeed for 
some years previously, too much occupied liy the war with 
Scotland, to return these and other preceding insults in a 
fitting uianner. It is, however, to lie feai-od tliat the lawless 
prooiHHlings of Englkdi mariners genendly, and of tliose of 
tho Cinque Ports in particular, were sucli as to ha ve ^^i ven 
our neighbours too much cau.se for retorting ujion England 
tlie piraxdes lier sailors had committed. >So intent were tho 
seamini upon following their individual interests, that the 
coruinaiids of the king to collect a fleet were for a time un- 
heeded, and at length, but imjierfectly obeyed. The isle of 
Cadsa.nd, near tlio entinnce of the Bluys, being garrisoned l>y 
Flemish knights, much mischief was <lom> to tho Engli.sli on 
their passage to and from England. To dislodge tliem, 
Edward onlcrcd the earl of Derby to embiii'k. in the fietyt 
commanded by Bir Walter Manny, and to proceed thitlier. 
Th.e -forces, comprising 500 in.en-at“arm.s and 2,000 archers, 
embarked at London, and on the 10th of Noveunber arrivcal 
off Cadsand. As tlie .s])i])s approaclied the hrirbonr, tlie 
English ai’choi-s shot their arrow.s A^dth such cflect, tliat tlie 
Flemings, tliougli 5,000 strong, were coinpeiled to retire. A 
landing was t lien eifected, and after a ile-sjierate liand-todiand 
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stmggle, the FI eiiungs were defeated, having lost 1,000 men. 
The town was j^ichod and hnnit. 

1338. — Edward having resolved to go to Flanders, in the 
hope of inducing the duke of Brabant and Ins other allies to 
support his claim to tlie crown of Franci^, orders were sent 
to the adniii*als and sherids of Kent and Sussex to provide 
shipping for the transpoit of the army. It W'as necessjxry to 
re]>eat the order in the most ]>ertiinptoiy manner ere the 
lequisitioh was complied with, and on the 16th of July, tlm 
king einlxirkcd at Orwell, in Sudblk. The sqimdron Iroiri 
Yariuouth shortly after wai^ds joined, and the expedition 
lajided at Antwerp on the succeeding day. In the mean 
while Fliilq) had sent a scjuadron to Sotithainptou, wliich 
landed on a Sunday, and sacked and burnt the towTi while 
the inhabitants were at church ; hut before reaching their 
ships, Sir John Arundel attacked the invade.i’s, and coiu- 
luitted inucli slaughter among them. The Cliristopher and 
tlie Edwai-d, two ships belonging to Edward, were captured 
about this time by the French fleet ; both valuably laden.* 

1339. — The Oiinpie Port mariiiers, as ready to avenge 
in>suits otforod to tlie nation as to themselves, fitt^Til out an 
expedition against Boulogne. Availing theinselves of a 
dense fog, ’they entered the port, burnt four large .ships, 
nin(,‘teen galleys, and twenty smaller vessels, besides lioiises, 

1340. — TliivS y<^ar is distinguished by a. very do.sper;:itt! 
l)attle, at whicli Edward III. was present. Ed\var*d had now^ 
foi.aually assumed the title and aians of king of France, a, ml 
had determined to maintain his right 1>y force of amis. 
t)rde:i‘s were consequently issued to all tlie seaports to 
impress 8hi|)}>iiig, and proclamations and induceuKuits of 
every Iciiid were resorted to fjv the jairpose of collecting a 
suliicierit .squadron. The king arriveil at Ipswich m June, in 
readiness to embark tor Flaiulers ; i)ut lieaiiug that the king 
of France had assembled an immense fleet at iSluys to oppose 
his lauding, J^ldwai'd’s advisei*s earnestly dissuaded him from 
procei'diug with the expedition. In vain, however, did tliey 
represent the diflicultieB in his }>ath, for on tlie 20th of June 
Edwai'd einliarked in tlie cog* Tliomas, commanded by 

‘ A larger vessel than tbo.se nfvaaliy designatetl ♦ 

The cog John had a crow of oighty-Uvo men.” — Kicolas, voL i. p. i 36 ’ 2 . 
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Bicliard Fylle, and attended by the earls of Derby, JSTorth- 
anipton, Arundel, and Hniitingdon, and other n obi enien* On 
the 2 2nd, Sir llobert Morley, with fifty vsail of ships, joined 
the royal fleet, pre-\dously numbering 200 sail ; and on the 
23rd gained right of tlio French fleet lying in the har- 
bour of Sluys. The French ships were maimed with more 
than 35,000 Normans, Picards, and Genoese ; and coin- 
inanded by Kiriet, Pahnchet, and the renowned Genoese 
admiral Barbenoire. Doubts have arisen as to 'Aether the 
action which ensued was fought within or without the har- 
bour. King Edward’s letter^ states broadly that it was 
within the port ; but it is probable that the principal part 

* As the only letter written l>y a sovereign detailing a naval victory, 
the following is peculiarly interesting : — * 

^'Most beau Sir, — ^\Ve, considering well that you are desirous to 
hear good news of us, atid how it has fared with us since our leaving 
England, luvvo you to know that the Thursday after our departure from 
the port of Orwell we sailed all the day and the night following, and the 
F\’iday, about ttie liour of noon, we came on the coast of Flanders, off 
Blankenberg, where we had sight of the fleet of our enemies, which were 
all gathere<.l iti the port- of Swyno (Sluys), and as th(? thle did not then suit 
to meet them, we remainod there all tliat night. The Saturday — the day 
of St. J ohn - - soon after the hour of noon, with the tide, we, in the name 
of God, and in the confidence of our right quarrel, entered into the said 
port upon our enemies, who had placed their ships in very strong array, 
and Avhioli made a very noble defence all that day and the night after, 
but God by liis poAvor and miracle granted us the victory over our said 
enemies, for which we thank him as devoutly as we can. And avo have 
you to know tliat the number of ships^ galleys, and great barges of our 
enemies amoimfed to 100, Avbich Avere all taken, except twenty -four Avhich 
tied ; and some of them were since taken at sea. The number of men-at-arms 
and other armed people amounted to 3.5,000, of which number, by esti- 
mation, o,000 escaped, and the remainder, we are given to understand 
by some persons Avho are taken alive, lie dead in many places on the 
coast of Flanders. On tbe other hand, all our ships — that is to say, the 
Christopher and tlio others Avhich AVere lost at Middleburgh — are now 
retaken, and there are taken in this fleet three or four as largo as the 
Christopher. The Flemings were willing to liave come to us at the 
battle, from the commencement to the end. Thus God our Lord has 
sliowri abundant grace, for which AAm and all our friends are ever bound 
to render grace and thanks to him. Our intention is to remain quiet in 
the river until we have made certain arrangements with our allies, and 
other our friends at T'landers, as to what should be done. Most dear 
Son, may God be tlie keeper of you 1 

“ Given under secret seal, in, our ship cog Thomas, Wednesday, the 
eve of St. .Peter and ^St. Paul.” — ^Nicolas’s History of the liloyal Navy, 
vol. ii. p. 61. 
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took place , off tlie monili of the liarboiuv siiice t hero would 
not have been space within for such an extensiye contest. 
Our early historians, Knjghton and Heiningford, clifTer as to 
the number of the eneniy*s ships, the former stating it at 
2d0, the latter at 200, besides smaller ships, &-c., and Froissart 
estimates it at 140 large ships, besides liokebos.” The 
masts of such a numerous iissemhlage resembled a forest, 
rather than shipping. Of these ships nineteen were distin- 
^nsliabifi^r their great size. Early on Saturday morning, the 
24th of ^ne, tlie two tieets wore at no great distance from 
eacli other, but it was noon ere the tide suited for the 
entrance of the English. Edward placed the largest ships in 
the van, Avell manned with archers ; and between each a 
smaller vessel was stationed, coubuning men-at-arms. The 
second division, consisting of snmller vessels, carrying archers, 
was kept reserve. The French lleet was in four divisio.n>s, 
and the ships were secured to eacli other witli cliairis. 
Quantities of large stones were stored in the tops, juid also in 
small boats hoisted to the mast-head, to be hurled on the 
heads of assailants. The Christopher, full of Genoese 
vxrcliers, was in the foremost rank with the Edward, 
Katherine, Hose, aixd other largo cogs, all of which had been 
captured from the English on preAnoirs occasions. At about 
nil. Edward ordered his fleet to prejiare for battle, but 
to stand off on the starboard tack, in ord(u; to gain the 
advantage of having tlie smi at their back. 'l"he Frencii, 
misled liy tins proceeding, imagined tliat Iheir adversaries 
were declining the engagement. Aiiotlicr reason assigned 
for the mauauivro is, that tlie English finding the enemy 
chained together, despaired of being alile to break through 
them. Believing that Etiward, whose banners wei*e dis- 
played on lioard one of the ships, intended to decline the 
combat, the French cast oil* their Li«sliings and ]»ursiied the 
English. They were, libwever, shortly undeceived ; for hav- 
ing gained the advantage sought, the Englisli bore away f<.)i 
tlie enemy, ami cOmmenceil the fight at noon. Sii;* Robei't 
Morley attacked the Oliristophcr, in which he was well 
supported by the earls of Huntingdon and Northampton. 
Sir Walter iVIanny was the fourth ship engaged ; but in a 
short space of time ciuh found a Avarni antagonist. Flights 
of amiws darkened the skj ; huge stones and missiles of 
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e very kind then used in warfare, fell in all dii’ections, dealing 
deaths cojritusioni'^/and wounds, while, liand to hand, engaged 
the men-at-arms and brave marmeT's. Hatchets, lances, 
swords, and every available weapon, found iull employinent. 
The shi|)s clustered together and secured to eaxjh its adver- 
sarj’^ ’ by grapnels the crews boarded, and all that strength 
and valour could accomplish on either side was performed. 
Ill the end, the French were completely defeated with terrihe 
slaughter. The Christopher, Edward, KathexiB|(|^id Hose, 
^vith several large French sliips, were captured ; and so com- 
jilete was the discomfitui’e of the van division, that the 
remainder souglit safety in flight. The number of shun and 
drowned^ has been estimated at from 25,000 to 30,000. 
The Fi*ench admirals, Kiriet and Balmchet, were included 
among tlie killed ; ]>ut a French historian, qaote<i by Nicolas,^ 
states that Balmchet, after he was slain, was hung to the 
yardiirm of one of the English ships. The loss of the English 
is estimated by a Flemisli writer at 4,000. A more despe- 
rate or sanguinary struggle is not on i*ecoi’d, and it heralded 
that martial glory wliich .subsequently crowned the arms of 
England at I'oictiors and Cressy. 

1312. — A dispute arising respecting the sovereignty of 
Brittany, Edward and BMlij) took contrary .sides. John, 
ciuint of IViontfoi t, one of the claimants, having aeknowledgeal 
the right of Edw^ard to tlie throne of France, Edwai'd ielt 
bouml to assist his canse. On the 20t}i of February, a fleet 
of fiom 150 to 200 sail, assembled at Oiwell, was placed 
uiidoi* command of Sir Walter Manny, who received orders 
to obtain possession of all the foitihed place.s in Brittany. 
Sir Walter sailt?d on the 20th of March, having einbarke<l 
120 mcn-at-ar-ms and 1,000 archers. TIjo fleet ariived off 
Hennebon, after a tedious ].>assfigc, at a critical moment. The 
counte.ss of Montfort, who is descidbed as possessing ‘‘ the 

* An finoc(.]oto is related by Watsiiighaiu of tlie way in wbiclj. the newvS 
of tliis great !do\v to Philip was conveyed to that inonarcli. Pliilip’s 
courtiers, not dari ng to inform their master of the catastrophe, induced 
the court jester to find some means of breaking i t to him. Entering the 
king’s presence, tlie fool loudly and repeatedly proclaimed the cowardice 
of the ihiglish, and when .asked by J^hilip wliat be meant, and for wliat 
reason lie abused them, he readied, Because they are cowards, and dare 
not le.ap into the .sea, its <mr gentlemen of France and Normandy did.^* 

* History of tlio Iloyal Navy, vol. ii. p. 57. 



134-6,] THE BltmSH NAVY. 13 

courage of a man, and the heart of a lion,” wan closely 
sieged in Hennebon by the count of Blois. Driren to 
extremities, the gamson was on the point of surrendering, 
whan the countess, looking out to sea, discovered the 
approach of the British relief. Charles speedily raised t;he 
siege, and Sir Walter Manny and Ids companions were 
received in the most gratilying manner by the hei'oine an<l 
her brave associates. A large squadron, consisting of 
Spaniards |in.d Genoese, sent by Don Luis of Spain to assist 
Charles of Blois, subsequently loll into the hands of Bir 
Walter Munuy at Quimperlo. 

1346.— Edward failing in his negotiations witli tlie 
deputies of Flandei's, wliose allegiance b.e wislied to obtain 
for the prince of W ales, an immense fleet was collected for 
the puqxjse of enforeing tliat sovereignty to which he 
conceived h<3 had a right in France as well as FlanderH. 
Edw-jvrd arrived at Porchester about tbe 20th of June, and 
O.U tlie 2nci of July wrote to the cardinals who had bocai 
sent by the |)ope with the view of inducing him to suspend 
hostilities, that he was already on liis passage to France. 
On. the lOtlj of July the king embarked .at the Isle of Wight, 
and on the lltli, sailed with a fleet esthnated at 1,100 large 
sbi]:>s and oOO small -v^essels. The prince of Wales a.c<x»m“ 
])anied his father, an.'l iiurnerous iiol>lemen and knights, 
4,000 men-at-fvrnis, 10,000 arcliers, a-nd fi body of Irish and 
Welsh foot soldiei's, composed the ex])edition. On tlie 12th, 
a landing w'as effected at La Hogue, but it took six. tiays to 
diseinbark the horses, troojjs, and stort^s. f Cloven large, 
French shi])S were ]>urnt at La Hogue, an<l many otliers 
at Barfleur : and tlio towns were subsec juently i‘a\ aged and 
burnt for a distance of 120 miles. Cherlxnirg was included in 
the deYiistation, and .sixty-ouc slops of svar, having fore and 
steiTi castles, besides ciuyers* and small ^ytssels, waM*e ca.))tured 
and burnt. The series of confpiestvs made by Kdwiird Ixilong 
to militfiry history ; but it may be as avcII to mention that 
the field of (Jntssy was won, and siege laid to (Jahus. I.)nring 
the siege of Calais, Sir Walter Manny and las squadron 
found ample employment in blockading tlie and in pre-’ 
venting supplies f]:om being thrown in ; and the earls of 

’ Small merchant vessels of about sixty tons, 
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Nortliampton and Pembroke did good sei'vice on tlie occasion. 
Ciilais smTendered oii the 3rd of September, 1347. 

1350. — Tbe Spaniards liaving robbed some Englisb ships, 
and murdered their crews, and having threatened to destrov 
all Englislx shipping, Edward assembled a fleet, and pro- 
ceeded to Wincbelsea. On tbe 28tli of August, lie embarked 
on board the cog Thomas. He was accompanied by the 
prince of Wales and many gTcat personj^es, including the 
earl of Eichmond (then too young to wear armour), Sir 
Walter Manny, and nearly 400 knights. The king, attired 
in a black -^'elvet jacket and beaver hat, stationed himself in 
the bow of bis ship, then, we presume, considered the post of 
lionoui*.^ At length the Spaniards, with forty large ships, dc- 
iiominate<l carracks, hove iu sight. So strong and handsome 
wei;e they, that they were the theme of admiration to all 
Ixeholders. Eacli mast was decoj*ate<i witli rich standards and 
banners; and their tops filled with soldiers and missiles. 
At 4h. r.M. on Sunday, the 20tli, tbe wind blowing fresh 
from the north-east, the look-out man announced the enemy’s 
approach. Tlie Sj)aiiiards were sailing down channel at a 
rapid rate, and had they sought to avoid an action, the Englisli 
ships w^oiild not have been able to l>ring one on. The English 
fleet, led by their chivalrous king, stoo<l out to the attack, 
and on arriving close to a heavy ship, Edw'ard, i*eck1ess of 
consequences, ordered liis steei’sman to lay her aboard ; the 
order w^as quickly obeyed, but .such was the violence of tlie 
contact, that tlio mast of the cog Thomas vrent over the 
side, the men in tbe top were drowmed, and the ship sprang 
a daDgeroiis leak. The Spaniard then sheei'cd olf, leaving 
Edward to seek anotlier combatant. With difliculty he 
succeeded in grappling with an enemy, and, impetuously 
boarding, carried her, alter much opposition. Finding the 
cog Thomas to be now sinking, a fact previously kept 
from the knowledge of Edward by his knights, she w’^as 
abandoned, and sank, tlie remainder of the crew removing 


' They are said to liavt* remain od three days at anchor ; mid, to beguile 
the time, tlie king caused his miiistrela to play a German dance which 
Sir dolni ChaiKlos had recently introduced, .'ind he made Chandos sing 
with them; but from time to time tho king looked aloft at the man 
wlioru he had placed In the cnstlo ac the top of the mast, to announce the 
a|Vj[>roach of the Spanis rds. — Is' icoiaa. 
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into tlie prize. In the prize, Edward pursued the enemy (by 
this time engaged closely by other ships as well), and pushed 
ixito the thickest of the light. The prince of Wales’s ship ^vas 
also in a sinkiiig state, grappled by a huge adversary, when 
the earl of Lancaster opportunely arrived up, and shouting 
‘‘Derby, to the rescue !” boarded and obtained possession of 
the Spaniard, throwing all who resisted into the sea. The 
prince had only time to get his followei’s into the prize, when 
his own ship foundered. Sir Itobert do Nannir and liis sliip, 
La Salle clu Hoi, were in imminent danger of l)eing carried 
off by the Spaniards. He had gTa])j)led a large slvip, but 
being w-armly ojiposed, could not overcome his antagonist. 
The two ships were rapidly leaving tlie rest ol' tlie ilect and 
the English ships wore unable to ovcrtako tlun pair of corn** 
batnnts. Froissart gives Sir Kobert’.s valet (Hannekm) the 
credit of extihiating the ship from the dfriiger of being i*nn 
away wdth, by cutting the halyards of the |)i*iiicjpal sail, and 
afterwards the shrouds. The English, taking advantage of 
tlm confusion caused by the Ml of the yard and sail oji the 
deck, boarded, and driving tlm Spaniards into the sea, 
obtained possession of the prize. Tlie Spanish licet was 
com]>letely beaten, and twenty-six largo ships captured. 
Edwai’d, satished witli his victory, stood in-shore, and 
anchored at Eye, with Ids prizes. No re<.!ord is ]>rcserved 
(d* tlie casual tics on cither side, but which must have lieen 
numerous. 

When all the circumstances of thi.s sea- light are considered, 
it must ever rank high in (uir annals ; for although tlic 
English sl.dj)S were ]>rol)ably more mnnerons, yet, in such an 
encounter, the superior size of the Spaniards gave to them tin 
incoLLceivalily great advantage Not -witlHait ;i;easoiL, there- 
fore, chd this victory gain for Edward the title of Ki.xo of the 
Se.\ ; and the j)rinc<i of Wales, known as i^Alward the Black 
Ih'i neo, and tlie young John of Gaunt, gained on this day un- 
fading laimrls. Tlie successes attending the arms of England, 
while tliey f u' a, time paralyzed the elforts of her enemies, 
had the eilect of reiideriiig the people supine and careless of 
their best iHilwarks, and numerous wore the inroads luadti 
upon her shijijung and seacoast. 

1372. — On tlie 10th of June the carl of Pembroke sailed 
from Southampton in corumaud of a stpiadron, intended for 
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t)ie relief of jftocliclle, than besieged by tlie French. Pem- 
broke was aecornpanied by several valiant kniglits, mclnding 
Sir Giiichard d’ Angle. The king of Fi’ance having leimit 
the object of the ex])edition, despatched the fleet of his ally 
the king of Castile, consisting of forty large ships and many 
barges, to intercept tliem. The Spaniards were eonvrnande<l 
by Aiubrosio PooiiTiegra. The Englisli 8f|aadrou arrived off 
Ivochelle on the 22x1(1 June ; but the Spaniards were before- 
hand, and were found lying at the entrance of th<^ harbour. 
To engage tlioiii was inevitable^ altliough the inferioiity of 
the force under Pembroke was such as to render it a des- 
perate undertaking. In addition to the lai’ge number of 
luen-at-arnis on board the Spanish shi]:>s, whc^s<3 weapons 
were ci\»asbows and cannon,^ large bars of iron a.nd lead weri^ 
ii.s(:^d with destructive effect. The Spaniaj’ds weighed, and 
Ixeing to windward, bore doAvn upon the English slii|)s with 
loud shouts and grtiat noise. They were received with 
simibir sounds, and tlie fight became very animated on l>otl. 
sides. The lofty .shij )s of the Spaniards were, i n this iiistaruio, 
more than a. match for tlieir comparatively diminutive oppo- 
nents. Pfnnlu’oke, and !>’ Angles, and the other knights, gave 
ma.st astounding proofs of cldvxiliy ; l>ut, never tlieloss, when 
nig] it put an end to the conte.st, thc*y -were the losers of two 
barges. The rival srpiadrons iinchored for the niglit close to 
llociiolle, and tlie next liioniing tlio fight was resumed by 
the Spaniards lj(.‘aiing down on the English with all sail set. 
Ikanbi’oko w-as attacked by four large ships full, of' soldie3‘.s, 
and against such, fearful odds it was in vxiiii long to contend. 
Tlie earl and Iris bravrj com]»anions in aians w(:a*e mad(^ 
prisoTH^rs, and the cliief part of his ships taken or destroyed. 
Tlie loss of Guieirne was attributed to tins disc<>ii;Yfiture. 

Edward HI. died 1337, and w’as succeeded by Pichard, 
wliose yoiifh aixd mental weakne.ss were untoward ebeum- 
stances, and ot ^vliich every advantage was taken. 

1377. — Tlie rrcncli fitted out a fleet, which, under the 
command of Admiral de Yienne, attacked tlie sea“Cc>asts of 
Sussex, and burnt trie town of Eye. On the 2Lst August, 
a body of troops was landed on the Isle of AYight, which 
pillaged and burnt the to\vu.s and vPlages. It is also stated 


^ FroissnrU 
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that Portsmouth, Dartmouth, and Plymouth, were sm.G- 
cessively attacked and destroyed by this force. While tlie 
couutiry was in tliis disorganized state, Mercer, a Scotch 
pirate, distinguished himself With his small squadton he 
attacked some ships lying under the walls of Scai*borough 
Castle, which he canned off; and being joined by the Frenchy 
became very formidable. In this strait John Philpott, an 
alderman or merchant of Lfondon, came forv\’*ard to the rescue 
of his coiuitry- s honour, and at his own expense fitted out 
a squadron, in which he enibaihed ],0()0 men-at-anns. This 
squadron put to sea in quest of M ercer, and was fortunate 
enough to fall in with and comi>lete]y overpower him. Kot 
only were Mercer’s sliips captured, but the chief part of his 
prizes foil into the hands of the English, all of which were 
carried into Scarborough. Philpott ^ was called to account 
by the pri vy coimcil for having acted without legal authority, 
but his answers were so conclusive, that “ the lords,” says 
Campbell, were content to dismiss with thanks a man 
whose virtues were more illustiious than their titles.” 

1387. — After inucli exertion a fleet was got togetlier to 
drive the French from the coast of Sussex, along which tlioy 
had committed much devastation. Tlie earl of Arundel (tlie 
king’s 'lieutenant) took command of the exj^edition, and put 
to sea in March. ’Flie earls of Nottingham and Devonshire, 
and the bisho]:) of Norwich, were present in the fleet, as well 
as many other distinguished personages. Having obtained 
intelligence that a, fleet, composed of Flemish, French, and 
Spaniards, belonging to the merchants of JIainault and 
Flanders, laden with wine, and cominanded by Sir John de 
Bucq, admiral of the Flemish sea, who had rendered himself 
conspicuous a^gainst the. English, was on its passage fl-dm 
Koclielle to Bliiys, Axundel took measures to intercept it. 


» To the reproaches of tlie Ccarl of StafFord, the sturdy citizen indig- 
nantly reidied, I did not expose myself, my money, and my men to the 
aangera of the sea, that I might deprive you or your colleagues of your 
knightly fame, nor to acquire it for myself; hut from pity for the misery 
of the people and the country, wliicli from Inwiiig been a TK>ble realm, 
with dominion over other nations, has, tlirough your supineness, become 
exposed to the ravages of the vilest race j and since you would not lift a 
hand lor its defbnee, I expostui myself and my jiroperty for the siifety 
.'ind deliverance of our country.” Philpott was mayor of London in 1377 
and 1378, i ^ ^ cf 1 himself by other patriotic acts. 

YOU C 

U C ix 3^3. 



18 


RAa'TLES OF 


[1404. 

On tlie 24tli March the Flemish fleet was seen, numheiing 
100 sail. It waKS freighted with 19,000 tons of the richest 
Gascony wine. The English feigned a retreat ; but the feint 
did not succeed. The English having, however, gained the 
Avind, bore away in chase, and, after a shftrp battle, eighty sail 
were captmed, and some othei*s two chiys alter wards. ^ Sir 
J ohn de Bucq was taken pidsoner, and died on liLs parole in 
England, every oiler for exchange or ransom having been 
declined. In this year Sir Hugh Despenser, who accom- 
panied the earl of Arunders squadron, was made prisoner 
by the French. It is stated by French writers, that Sir 
Ilugh was twice taken after severe fictions, fought under 
similar circumstances — once in 1382, and again in 1387. 
The Monk of St. Denys states, that 400 ISTormaris, who lived 
by piracy, sidled from Harfleui* in May, 1387, to attack an 
English. conA’oy. After a furious action on both sides, the 
Normans conquered ; and after shariiig the booty among 
them, the Norman pirates sent the Englisli commander, 
Despenser (or Spenser), to the king of France, who sent him 
back to England without I'ansom, a soil; of acknowledgment 
that the act wliich eflected his capture was a piratical one. 

Various private and predatory expe<litions occuiTcd during 
several subsequent years, in which the sea-coasts of England, 
France, and Brittany, suflered much. In 1404, Sii*WilMa.Ta 
Duchatel, in command of a French force, landed af Ply- 
mo\ith, and afterwards at Dartmouth, at which, latter place 
that renowned kniglit and many of his gallant followers 
were slain by tlie native })eiisantry. Several knights Avere 
captured at the same time, and the valour of the ca.ptors 
was liandsomeiy acknowledged by Henry IV. 

1404, — ^^An expedition, composed chiefly of Castilian gal- 
leys committed s<3veral depredations upon the Avestern ports 
of England. The galleys first made the coast of Cornwall, 
attacked and himit a town called Chita, or, as it is supposed, 
Looe. At this place the galleys Avere nearly wrecked by the 
force of tlie ebb tide. The Cornish-men assembled in gi*eat 
numbers, a,nd a retreat proving desirable, the galleys pro- 
ceeded to Falmouth. Pedro Nirio, the Spanisli commander, 
j)roposed to land and engage tlie enemy prepared to meet 

* Froiss.art relates tliat wine was rendered so plentiful in England by 
the enoimous quantity captured, that it was .sold at fouiqience a gallon. 
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them, but Sir Charles de Bavoisy, on the part of the French, 
objected, aaid the project wa«s negatived. The expedition 
then stood out of the port, and next entered Plyiiiouth, but 
there also were repulsed, and going further up channel, 
landed at Portland, which, being undefended, several houses 
were burnt. They next landed at Poole, to revenge the 
inroads made by orie Henry Pay upon tlie coasts of Spain 
and Portugal. Here several houses were burnt, and a sharp 
battle fought, in which Pay’s brother fell, and the English 
were forced to retreat. An uninii:)ortant landing at the Isle 
of Wight summed up the performances of Pedro Nino for 
that year ; but in 1406 he made an inefFectual attempt u]KUi 
the coast of Suffolk, wliere he narrowly escaped destruction. 

1415. — Henry V., two years after ascending the throne, 
i^easscrted the English claim to the French crown ; and as- 
sembled a flotilla of 1,400 vessels, carrying 24,000 archers 
and 6,000 inen-at-arms, at the head of which force Henry 
entered the Seine on the 11th August. Harfleur was be- 
sieged, and. surrendered on the 24tli »September ; and on 
the 25th October the English army gained the victory at 
Agin court. 

1416. — Harfleur being closely besieged by the French, an 
English fleet was assembled for its relief under the duke of 
Bedford, and Bii* Walter Hungeitbrd was a})pointe.d adiniraL 
On tlie 15tli August, the fleet, consisting of about 400 small 
vessels, being off the Seine, had a desperate engagement with 
a number of large Genoese cai‘i*acks, which had been hired 
by tlio French. The actk>n lasted five hours, and terminated 
in the defeat of the French and tlio capture of three great 
carracks and many small vessels; and 1,500 men are said to 
liave been killed on the side of the eT*eniy, but onl}^ 100 on 
the part of the English. The French had colle.cl:ed a large 
force to intercept vessels going to Calai.s, and the Cinque 
Port authorities were called tipon to fit out slops to put 
down the enemy. The earl of Warwick, captain of Calais, 
and five balingcrs — a de.scription of galley, attacked one of 
these carracks, which was higher by the length of a lance 
than the most lofty of the English vessels. The fight lasted 
a consideral)le period, and at last the English, not having 
any boarding-ladders, were unable to gain a footing on tlie 
enemy’s deck. In this action Lord West was killecL While 

c 2 
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standing near the mast, putting on hi^ armour to board the 
carrack, and being without his bacinet, he was struck on the 
head by a stone, which caused bis death. 

1417.— The earl of Huntingdon, admiral of a squadron 
collected wdth the view of exterminating pirates, defeated a 
beet of large slii])s on the 25th July, the mode of attack 
was to run slap aboard. Some of the slaps on this occasion 
came into such violent collision, that their forecastles were ,, 
knocked away and the men thrown overboard. In other 
cases the ships grappled, and decided the matter by a hand- 
to-hand struggle. Huntingdon carried several prizes into 
Southanipton. 

On the 29th of July, Henry sailed from Poi-tsmouth 
wdth 1,500 vessels on his expedition to France, during 
the course of wliich he made his triumphal, entry into Paris, 
where his title of regent and heir of France was publicly 
admitted. .In the subsequent reign, however, France, with 
the exception of Calais, was lost. The wars of York and 
Lancaster sticceeded, and the end of the century anived, ere 
the opportunity of attending to foreign disturbances or 
insults was obtained. 

1492.^ — In the mean time, pirates, or piivate adventurers 
who dilTored little from ]>ira.tcs, kept alive the naval prowess 
ot‘ England ; ai.id, witli the exception of the taking of Sluys 
by Bir E<lward Poynings in 1492, we meet with no deed ot 
sufiicient impoiiiance to record. The naval power of England 
was, however, revived by Henry VII., and from tliiKS period 
may be dated its gi-adual rise. 

1512. — Sir Andrew Barton, a Scotch adventurer, having 
under his command the Lion and Jenny Perwin, committed 
various depredations ypon the English coasts, to the great 
injury of na^dgation. Thi.s he did imder the pretext that 
King James III., the late king of Scotland, had granted him 


* A new feature, about this time, began to be generally introduced 
into the ships of all countries. As early as the thirteenth century great 
guns are stated to have been used in a fight between the ships of tlie 
kings of Tunis and Seville ; and, accjording to some printed representa- 
tions still eiitanh, cannons were used on board the ships of England in 
the reign of Richard III. ; but guns w^ere not then pointed through 
port-lioles, but fired over the ship's bulwarks, and consequently could 
only be used upon the upper deck. 
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letters of rejmsals against the Portnguesp, and under this 
pretence he plundei’ed shijm of all liations, alleging that the 
goods on board were Poi*taguese. Complaints having been 
made to the privy council of England, the earl of Siirrey, 
being present, declared that the narrow seas should not be 
so infested while he had estate enough to furnish a ship, or 
a son capable of commanding it.” Two ships wei-e aooord- 
ingiy htted out (Campbell supposes at the earfs own cost), 
and the command given to Sir Edward and >Sir Thomas 
Howard. They put to sea, but after cruising in c?oinpany 
for some days, sepat‘atedj and Sir Thomas Howard was 
fortunate enough to meet Sir Andrew’^ Barton alone off the 
Goodwin. Barton being a very experiencsed sfiilor and 
courageous man, made a desjjcrate defence, himself cheering 
the crew with the w^histle to his last breath. Behig, how- 
ever, mortally wonnded, the remainder of his crew submitted, 
and received quarter. The consort of tlie Lion was over- 
taken and captimed by Sir Edward Ilowrard, and both prizes 
were caiTied in triurn]>h into the Thames. 

Henry VII. w^as the monarch of whf)m it may be said 
that he laid the foundation of’ the rova.1 iiavy. From the 
earliest periods, the poi*ts and maritime towns of the kingdom 
had furnished their quota of ships, which, assembling at an 
appointed rendezvous, placed themselves under tlie orders of 
the king’s officers. The first ship wliicli, strictly sj^ojiking, 
helonged to the royal navy, was the Great Ilariy, built in 
1490. 

1512. — War w^as declared against France, and a fleet 
fitted out, the command, of which was conferred upon Sir 
Edw'ard Howard, lord high adrairal. The expedition 
departed in JMay, and having conv<>y(3d a. land ex.pedition to 
Spain as far as Passages, Sir TJiomas How'ard (brother of 
tlie lord higli admiral) landed at Conquet and Brest, burnt 
the tOAvns, and laid the country waste. The French, also 
fitted out a fleet; but the king having reinforced tlio Jlinglish 
squadron with twenty-live large ships, Sir Echvard Howard 
wvos enabled to offer them battle. Sir Thomas K'nivett, or 
Knevet, commanded the liegent, a ship of 1,000 tons;^ 
and Sir Charles Brandon (who, in addition to the crew, was 


* Thia was the first ship built in Woolwich dockyard. 
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accompaaiicd hy Sk Henry Guildford, and sixty of tlie tallest 
yeomen of the guard, commanded the Sovereign,^ the next 
ship ill size to the Hcgont. On the 10th of August, the 
English fleet, mimhering foi*ty-five large snips, arrived off 
Brest j ust as tlie Ereiich fleet, of thii’ty-nine sail, was coining 
out, and Sir Ed ward Howard made the signal for an engage- 
ment. The Begent and Cordelier (the largest * ship in the 
French ileet) attacked each other, as if by mutual consent ; 
liotli grappled, and a well-contested battle ensued, Bub the 
Cordelier unfortxmately took fire, and that ship and her 
antagonist blew up. On board the Regent, Sir Thomas 
IChivett and 7 00 men were lost ; and in the Cordelier, Sn 
Bierce ]\:lorgau. (Sieur Porsinoguer), the French admiiul, 
and her crew of 900, are supposed to have perished. This 
is supposed to have been tlie first sea action in which great 
guns Avere extejisivcly used. After the destruction of 
these ships the fleets separated, the French making their 
escape into Brest ; but both had sustahieil considerable 
damage. 

151**1. — In the spiing of tliis year a fleet of forty -two 
large slnps, besides tenders, under the orders of Sir Edward 
Hovvai'd, ior<l liigh admiral, w^is despatched to destroy the 
French fleet in Brest harbour. The cx})odi.tion, on arriving 
off Brt^^t, found the French fleet ready for .sea. The English 
iiiniiediaicly eiitm-c^l the harbour, and observing that tlie 
French had tlircjwu up several batteries for tlie protection of 
tlio fleet, and that such precautions had been taken a.s to 
render an attack difllcult, Sir Edward Howard resorted to 
a ruse. J Ic sent the boats of tlie fleet to an unprepared side 
2 >f the harbour, witli the apparent intention of nialdng a 
landing thei-e, wliicli drcAv laigc bodies of men down to tlio 
shore for its protection ; but, in the mean time, the admiral 
sailed higher up tlie harbour, and landed opposite the town 
of Brest. • The country was ravaged, and tJie houses burnt 
close u]) to tlie walls of the pitadel, after which tlie English 
fleet Avithdrew. In the mean time six French gallt^ys arrived 
on the coast, but hearing that the English AA-ere in Brest, 

^ This is prohably the same Soveraigiic},” of 800 iotis, found in a 
list contained in “Bepys’s Miscellanies/’ vol. viii. ; and it is not 
improvable that the 'SSoveraigne ” and Great Harry” previously 
alluded to are identical. 
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made for tlie Bay of Conquet, and, for better security, 
M. Prcgent, wlio commanded ^le galleys, disposed them 
between two fortified rocks. After cleai'iiig the harbom*, 
the lord high admiral determined on endeavouring to 
destroy the galleys, but as his large ships could not go 
sufficiently close, he took the only two galleys he had, and 
going on board one, and accompanied by two barges and 
som e boats of the fleet, proceeded to the attack. Sir Edward 
succeeded in getting alongside the galley commanded by 
M. Pregent, when ho ordered them to be laslied together, 
and a hand-to-hand flght ensued. The admiral was followed 
by a Spanish cavalier, and seventeen men, and tlieir impetu- 
osity uTis sucli as at flrst to bear down all resistance ; but 
the galleys having separated, the French rallied, and in their 
turn successfully attacked the English. Borne down by 
numbers, many were driven into the sea, among tliem the 
heroic axlmiral; and one seaman only remained alive of 
all who had boarded. Ijord FeiTers, who commanded the 
other galley, was also defeated.^ The king was much dis- 
tresxsed at the loss of so valualfle a subject : and immediately 
apjiointed Sir Edward's brother, Sir Thomas Howard, to the 
post of lord liigh admiral ; jjlacing at the same time 
a large force at his dispcjsal. Sir Thomas lloward g.nqfly 
revenged Ins brotlici'’s loss ; and on tbe 1st of July in tlie 
same year, landed in Whitsand Bay, pillaged the adjacent 
country, and burnt a large town. 

Flushed vdtli his temporary success, M, Pregent landed 
on the coast of Sussex, where lie ravaged tlie countiy, 

‘ Prevloiinly to laaking' this boM attempt nj)on the Erewch fleet, Sir 
Edward Howard, feeling convinced of the j)ractieril)ility of the design, 
proposed to the privy council that his inajosty should' have the chief 
coiuincand in so glorious an onterpriso. Tliose, liowever, to whom tins 
spirited proposal was made, altogetlier objected to the king’s placing 
himself in so e.N posed a situation, and the pro])OHition of the well-meaning 
admiral was shaiply negatived. Pitpied by tlio style of tins refusal. Sir 
Edward Howard (whose maxim was that a seaman never did good "who 
was not resolute to the verge of madness) determined upon the desiderate 
line of conduct which he fell in pursuing. Binding his death or capture 
certain, after his galley had separated from liim, he took his chain of 
gold nobles, which hung round his neck, and liis great gold wlilstle, the 
insignia of his office, and threw them into the sea, iri girder that the 
spoils of an English admiral sliould not fall into possession of an eiieiiiy. 
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and acquired some booty; but he was speedily obliged to 
retire by Sir* Thomas Howard. 

1514. — M. Pregeut again landed on the Sussex coast, and 
burnt Brighton, in return for which a similar descent was 
made by Sir John Wallop in Norniandy. 

1522.^ — War was again declared again .st France — England 
being joined by Ohaides V., emperor of Germany, 

A large fleet being assembled by the confederate powers, 
the joint command was conferred upon Thomas Howard, 
earl of Surrey ; but its operations were confined to a few 
imimportmit conquests over the towns on the French coast 
about Picardy and Champagne. During the year ensuing 
(1523), similar attacks were made by an English squadron 
under Sir William Fitz Williams. From this year till 1544 
was a period of peace. 

1544. — Plenry having declared war against France, sailed 
with a large force for Calais, and from thcnco attacked and 
took Boulogne. Tlie French king drew all his naval force 
as well as an army together, to attemj>t its re(*overy. 

1545. — The fleet .destined for the attack of Boulogne 
being in readiness before the army, wa,s ordered to proceed 
to the coast of England. The Frencli fleet arrive<l off the 
east end of the Isle of Wight on the 18th of July. One of 
tlioir laiTgest sliips, mounting 100 pieces of Irras-s cannon, 
took fire just before the fleet s leaving port, and was totally 
destroyed. ^J^he fleet which thus inetiaced England consisted 
of 150 large ships, and sixty vessels of a lesser size, besides 
galleys. King Henry, hearing of tlie approach of this for- 
midable fleet, proceeded to l^orismoutli, to expedite the 
equipment of 100 sail of ships, then getting ready at that 
port. On the appearance of the enemy oil St. Helen’s, he 
instantly ordered all the ships ready for sea to proceed to the 
attack ; but the iVlary Bose, of sixty guns, was upset in a. 
light .squall, and sank, Sir George Carow and his ship’s com- 
pany, except thirty-five, perishing.- Tlie loss of this ship 

' About this time muskets or matchlocks were introduced into the 
nfivy, 

“ Several guns and decayed portions of the wreck of the Maiy 
Ivose were recovered in 1S35. A nurnljicr of stone .shot were amongst 
tlie relies obtained. About the middle of the century, iron superseded 
stone shot. 
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was owing to the lowness of her ports; which were nut 
more than sixteen inches from the water. , The whole force 
wliich the English had to oppose to the formidable fleet of 
the Ex*eiich did not exceed sixty sliips ; but the French con- 
tented themselves with making a demonstration, and with 
landing a few men at cliflerent places on the Isle of Wiglit, 
and in attacking Brighton. Tho chief part of the fighting 
took place between the row-galleys of the French and some 
of tlie English ships, the Great Hariy bearing the brunt. 
M. du Bellay, a French writer, states that the English in 
this action possessed a soi*t of light vessel, called by the 
French rambarges,” and by the Englisli, “ j>innaces,” which 
were of gi*eat lengtli and narrow. They used both sails and 
oai-s, and pulled with great rapidity. They attack(id the 
Fveuch galleys with great success, and completely routed 
them. Peace was concluded June 7th, 1546. 

During the short rc'ign of Edward finv naval actions 
occurred of any consequence, the privicipjil having been in 
prosecuting the w^ar against Scotland. 

1550. — ill this year Boulogne was recaptured. Tho 
French also made an attempt U|)on the islands of Guernsey 
and Jersey, which they attacked with a largo squadron of 
ships of w’ar, and 2,000 hmd forces. The English govern- 
ment having notice of this invasion, and being aw^re tliat 
the islands w'orc indiflerently jirovided, despatclied a squaflron 
and 800 ijien, under the command of Commodore (afterwards 
Sir William) Winter. On the arrival of tht^ English com- 
modore, he found the islands closely besieged ; but undis- 
mayed by the siipci*ior force of the French, he gallantly 
attacked and completely defeated thern, killing mjiar 1,000 
men, and compelling the remainder to seek saiety in flight. 
The shi|)s of war fell into tlie hands of the English, by whom 
they 'svore burnt, ^ 


' This action, thoii^^h credited by the English historians, Holingshed, 
Godwin, Speed, and .Fox, is not to be found in irrench history. ( Jamp- 
beJi accounts for this circumstxmce by .stating that the French were so 
nettled at the defeat that no one was allowed to speak of it under pain 
of death. ^ 



26 


BATTLES OP 


[1559-69. 


1559—1603, 

The commencement of Elizabeth’s reign gave 'evidence of 
the high value she placed upon her sailors, and throughout 
|t we lind abundant proofs of the good elTect of her tending. 
The dominion of the seas” had been claimed by the Saxon 
kings ; but many hard battles had to be fought to establisli 
the tussumed su])remacy ; and, to a female’s sovereign hand 
we owe, in great measure, tlie foundation of our naval power. 
One of the first acts of Elizabeth’s reign w^as to store her 
magazines. Slie ordered several pieces of brass and iron 
cannon to be cast, and caused large quantities of gunpow^der 
to be made, tlie first manufactured in England. Ti)o number 
of shi])s of the na vy she caused to he considerably increased, 
and in a short time collected a well-equipped and powerful 
fleet. lier encouragement of jndvatc adventures, jxlso, she 
induced numei'ous powerful and wealthy individuals to fit out 
ships to cruise against B[)ain, and these, wlnm assailed by 
foreign foes, she bi'ought to serve her. With these means at 
her command, Elizabctli might be said to haAa^ exercised 
control over a fleet capable of employing 20,000 seamen. 
At length, however, tlie spirit of ptivateering grew to such a 
lieight that the queen was obliged to exert her utmost power 
to rest min it, 

1561). — A. fli.spnte having occurred respecting tlie restora- 
tion of cei'tain treasure landed jit ^^y mouth from some 
Bpanisli sliips, driven into that poi*t' by Erench ] urates, 
reprisals were resorted to by both parties, and many Bpanish 
ships were tniceii ])y English cruisers. Although hostilities 
were not formally declared, numerous private adventures 
were fitted out agiiinst the S]ianiards, and inconceivahly 
large sums of gold cbtainod. The stimulus thUvS funiished 
induced a vast number of daring characters to adventure life 
and lim]», and many individuals thus brought forAvard lent 
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tlieir aid to strike terror into the enemies of England, and, 
in proportion, to embolden the nation, relying on the protec- 
tion of the navy £r*oin foreign inviision. 

1576, — In consequence of the seizure of an English bark 
by some Huguenot privateers, the queen issued lier orders to 
the lord high admiral to “scour the narrow seas.” Ac- 
cordingly, William Holdstock, esquire, comptroller of the 
navy, with three light frigates, carrying 3G0 inen, was 
ordered on tins service, and he executed his task with such 
diligencc^at, between the Foreland and FahnoutJj, he cap- 
tured twenty pi-ivatecrs of different nations, containing 
900 men, and recaptured fifteen merchant sliips, their prizes. 

Tlie daring exploits of Drake and his band, and of the 
many other adventurers, and the quantity of gold taken by 
them from the Spaniards, at lengtli drew down u]>oii Eng- 
land the threatened vengeance of tliat jiowerful nation, 
llitheifo, for nearly twenty years, conquest aiul insult had 
been obtained and offered with impunity ; Vnit the jiatience 
of the Spaniards was at length exhausted, and in consequence 
tlie formidable armada, termed by tliem “iitvincible,” wfi.s 
fitted out, wliich was to crush and annihilate England and 
her puny defenders. 

1588. — This fleet consisted of 132 large ships, averaging 
448 tons burden each, together with numerous gid leases, ancl 
many smaller vessels, mounting in all 3,165 jaeces of brass 
and iron ordnance. On board these vessels were embarked 
21,855 soldi era, 8,776 mariners, and 2, 688 galley-slaves. 
On. board tlie armada were carriages, horses, niules, cluiins, 
whips, Imtchering-kriives, thumb-screws, Szo., showing that 
the Spaniards, if successful, were bent upon grandeur as well 
as vindictive retaliation. Twelve shij)s wei-e narned after the 
apostles, and ])j’iosts fo tlie number of 180 vvere embarked 
on board tlie di[lereij|; ships. The cost of daily maintenance of 
this fleet, and its crevv, dm., has been estimated at 32,000 ducats. 
The fleet of England, in comparison with this vast flotilla,, 
was miserably small, and yet tlie scfpiel j)roved 1 hat the 
battle is not alwmys to the strong. Charles Howard, earl of 
Eflingliam, was selected to command the tiny fleet, as lord 
high admiral ; to wliose precautions and able measures Eng- 
land was mainly indebted for the trium]^)h obt;uned over her 
formidable foe. 
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On. tlie 21st of May, the lord high admiral, leaving 
Lord Henry Seymoui‘ in the narrow seas with forty sail of 
English and Butch ships, to watch the moveinents of the 
duke of Parma, departed from the Downs, and sailed down 
Channel with as many sHps as he could procure, and tvreniy 
merchant sliips. On the 23rd of Ma}^ he arrived at Plymouth, 
where he was joined by Sir Francis Drake, whom the lord 
high admiral appointed his vice-admiral, with 60 ships. 
The English fleet then amounted to 90 sail^^nd after 
storing and victualling the ships, the wdiole put ™ sea, and 
cruise(l in the mouth of the Channel between XJshant and 
Scilly. 

England, in tire meanwhile, was left in the most feverish 
state of excitement. The vast preparations and the de- 
nounced vengeance of a bigoted and enraged nation — acting 
u])on minds ignorant of the strength and prowess of tlieir 
sailors, wdiich was to protect them from tire threatened 
horrors — caused great con stein ation : nor was the alarm 
altogether ill founded. The fleet of England was composed 
of ships collected in such manner as the slrort time jrermitted, 
and few of them •were calculated to contend with the powor- 
fiil ships of Spain. Dr. Ctimphcll thus describes the English 
fleet : — 


Men-of-war belonging to her Majesty 17 

Other ships hired for this service 12 

Tenders and store-ships 6 

Furnished by the City of London (being tlouble the number do- 

inanded), all well manned and well provi<lod 16 

Tenders and store-ships 4 

Furnished by the City of Bristol ; large and strong ships, and which . 

did good .service 3 

From Barnstaple, merchant ships converted into frigates 3 

From Exeter 2 

A tender and stout pinnace 2 

From Plymouth, stout ship.s equal to the men-of war 7 

Under Lord Henry Seymour 3 6 

Ships furni.shod by the nobility, gentry, and commons of England. . 43 

By tlie Merchant Adventurers, prime ships and excellently well 

furnished 10 

A fly-boat and Sir W. Winter’s pinnace 2 


143 

The number embarked on this occasion did not exceed 
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lo,GOO meii^ while the Spanisli force was iriannecl by 8,7 66 
mariners and 21,855 soldiers. 

On the 1st June, this fleet of Spain sidled from the Tagus, 
with all the pomp and pride imaginable ; but they had not 
reachpd farther than Gape Einisterre, when a gale of wind 
dispersed them. Several of the galleys deserted and took 
refiige in a port of France, and many of the ships would, 
doubtless, have fallen into the hands of the English had not 
a noitheiiy wind sprung up, which enabled them to reach 
their own*horea The report of this dispersion of the Spa- 
nish armada reached England, and being greatly exagge- 
rated, it was stated that the whole fleet was destroyed, and 
that no attempt uj^on England could be made until the next 
year. Accordingly, the lord high admiral was ordered to 
dismantle four of his largest ships ; but tlie admiral objected 
to tins measure, and offered to maintain the shi])s at liis own 
charge, ratlier than weaken his force by their loss. Dis- 
trusting the repoi't of the damages sustained by the armada, 
the admiral detfirniined on standii^g over to the coast of 
Spain, to ascertain by his own obsei*vation their tmth or 
falsehood. He arrived within a short distance of the coast, 
where he learnt the real extent of the injury received in the 
gale } and, the wind shifting to the southward, he returned 
in all haste to Plymouth. On the 12th of July he arrived 
at Plymouth, and used all expedition in refitting and rovic- 
tualling his fleet. Nor w'as his haste unnecessary ; for the 
same Avind winch had brought the English fleet to England 
was also Avafting tlie huge aimada to her shoi'es. 

On the 19th of July this dreaded enemy, commanded by 
the duke of Medina Sidonia, after encountering much bad 
weather, a,p|)ear(Hl off the English Ohannel. They made the 
Lizaixl, but mistaking it for the Hani Head, stood off to sea 
again, with the intention, on the following morning, of at- 
tacking the English fleet in Plymouth Sound. But on the 
s^lme day, Captain Thomas Fleming, commanding a.n English 
privateer, discovered them, and made all speed to Plymouth 
with the intelligence. The wdnd blew fresli from tlie south- 
west ; but, iiotAvithstanding the great difficulty of clearing 
the Sound with tliat Aviiid, so great was the anxiety of the 
lord high admiral, that he perseAmi-od, ami got out in the after- 
noon of the same day, but with six ships only. On the 20th, 
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many iuoi*e ships got mit, and i^ ith his fleet of fifty-four sail, 
he stood off shore in search of the enemy. The Spanish 
armada was soon discovered, extending in a line abreast, of 
near seven miles in extent, and steering up Channel before 
the wind. The ships,” says Lediard, appeared 10i:e so 
many floating castles, and the ocean seemed to groan under 
the weiglit of their heavy burdens.” The lord high ad- 
miral did not attempt to arrest tlieir progi-ess, but waited 
for the reimdnder of his sliips to come out of Plym|j^ut;h, when 
he intended to attack their reirr. The next moming, being 
Sunday, July 21, many ships having joined the English flee^, 
which now amounted to 100 sail, the lord high admiral 
ordered a pinnace, called the Defiance, commanded by 
Mr. William Cope, to proceed to the attack, and to denounce 
war against the enemy, whilst he, in liis own ship, the Ark- 
Itoyal, followed up the attack. The ship the admiral eii* 
gaged, he mistook for the Sj)anish. admirars, and he fought 
lier until several ships dropped astern to her rescue, when, 
being uiisup])ortcd, he \^as obliged to leave off action, Drake, 
Hawkins, and Eorbisher, also, gallantly advanced and at- 
tacked the enemy, and so animated was tlie fire those expe- 
rienced leaders kept up, that the Spanish fleet was thrown 
into the greatest confusion. The English ships, though in- 
significant in ))oint of size, possessed the advantages of being 
easily handled and good sailing, and therefore attacked their 
enemies wherever tluy appeared most vulnerable c.nd in dis- 
order. At length the ailmiral thought fit to recall his ships, 
to aWi'ut the j unction of forty ships still in Plymouth. During 
the night the wind increased, and several Spanish ships got 
foul of one another, find were much damaged. Among tliern 
was a galleon, which, having lost her foremast and bowsprit, 
was deserted by her ci'ew, and became a piize to Sir Francis 
Drake, who, it seems, liad closely followed the armada dining 
the night, as liad also the lord high admiral, with the 
White Bear and Mjiry Eose. In the moming, therefore, the 
admiral an<l Ids immediate followers w^ere a long divStanci^ in 
advance of the bod}'^ of the fleet. 

On the 23rcl, the second engagement took place. The 
wind having changed to north-cast, the Spanish fleet was 
under the necessity of bringing on an action, and at day- 
break bore down upon the English fleet, which, upon seeing 
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the design of tlie Simniards, tacked to tlie westward. In tne 
course of a short time the action commenced. Confusion 
reigned trinmphaut, and it is probable that the Eiighsh were 
as much indebted to the shot of the Sj>amards for their 
success as to their own. Personal brave ly was everywhere 
conspicuous. Tlie diminutive size of the English ships pre^ 
served them from injury, the shot of their lofty adversaries 
2 )assing hariiilessly over them. Mr. Williaia Cope, who was 
a volunteer on the occasion, in a small jiinnace called the 
Defiance, fell in the action whilst performing prodigies of 
valour. The wind was blowing fresh with a heavy sea, which 
increased the confusion of the Spaniards, and the nimble arid 
well-handled ships of the English committed great devasta- 
tion with i:in])un:ity. To give anything like a coirect d('tail 
of this day’s battle would be im]>ossil)le>. The wind shifted 
from north-east to south-east and south -sou tlx-east, and this, 
together with the number of ships, caused separations. 
These separations again gave ri.so to acts of bravery and 
skill, to succour the over-pressed ; but it does not appear 
that any decisive advantage was gained by the Englisli be- 
yond taking one large Venetian shij) and several small vessels. 
The fight continued tliroughout the day wdth unabated vigour, 
so long as the English ammunition lasted. 

On the 24tli, a cessation of firing took place, the English 
having no powder ; and the lord higli admiral avaik^d him- 
self of the resfute to Ijiing his fleet into better order. He 
divided the fleet into four squadrons, himself commanding 
one ill tlie Ark-Koyal, and committing the other three to 
the charge of Sir Ii*aiicis Di*ake, in the Kevengo, Sir J ohii 
Hawkins, in the Victory, and Captain Martin Eorbishci’, 
in the Trmiii]>]i. On the 25th, the ai rnada liad reached as 
far up Channid as the Ish? of Wiglit, and here, having out- 
sailed the St. A nn, a Portuguese galleon, the Victory made 
her a prize. But Sir John Hawkius did not kee]) his rich 
booty without some trouble : three Spanish gaileases (a 
powerful description of galley mounting heavy guns) ap- 
proached to her rescue ; but these were at length beaten otl, 
with much loss, by the A.rk-Boyal and the Golden Lion. 

This action took place during a cjilm, both fleets looking 
on, but neither being able to take any part, with the excep- 
tion of the two sliips above named, which were towed by ih& 
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galleys to tte attack of tlie gaSleases. A fe^y other skir- 
mishes occurred this day, but no decisive battle; aiid on the 
succeeding day it was determined not to attack the armada 
again until it had arrived in the Straits of Dover. The 
Spaniards accordingly pursued their course, the English fol- 
lowing them at a rtispoctful distance. 

On the, 27th of July the armada anchored off OalaiKS, and 
the English fleet, now amounting to 140 sail, also anchored 
at no great distance to the w^estward. Here the lord high 
admiral fitted out eight of Ids oldest ships for fire-ships, and 
on the night of the 28th sent them among the Spanish fleet 
under Captains Young and Prowse. On the near approach 
of these ships to the Spaniards they were fired, and caused 
a universal ])aniG and much loss, although it does not seem 
that any actual damage was committed by the burning 
vessels. ScAmral of the Bpaidards, havhig put to sea to avoid 
the fire-ships, were driven past Calais, and were warmly 
attacked by the Kevonge, Victory, Nonpareil, Mary Pose, 
Hope, Dreadnought, Swallow, and sevwal others. The loss to 
the Spaniards in these various encounters was veiy great. A 
galleon, the St. Matthew, was captured, the St. Philip was 
cast away, and, in shoi’t, the whole Spanish fleet, reduced to 
the utmost distress, detennined on retreating from the scene 
of their reverses. The poor renifdiis of this once proud fleet 
reached the Spanish coast about tlie end of September, in 
a miserable idight, having lost ten of their number on the 
coast of Ireland, and, altogether, forty lai’ge ships, which liad 
foundered or had been captured or destroyed in the Channel. 
Tlie loss to the Eiiglish amounted only to one small ship, 
and about 100 men ; while the loss to the Spaniards, accord- 
ing to several accounts, amounted to 10,185 men. In reward 
for his devotion and skill, the lord high admiral was created 
earl of Nottingliam, and wfxs further made lord justice 
itinerant of all the forest south of Trent. 

1589. — In the followhig year an expedition was fitted out 
against t)jo B];)aniards, conjointly by the queen and by 
private adventurers. Queen Elizabeth furnished six ships 
and i! 60,000, and committed the naval charge of the expe- 
dition to Sir Fi’ancis Drake. Lisbon was attempted, and 
finind too strong; but at Cascaes the castle was taken and 
blown up, and a number of small vessels belonging to the 
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Ilanse Towns, illegally trading, were taken. The fleet 
returned laden with much booty, and 150 pieces of cannon, 
but having lost near 0,000 men by disease. 

In the same year another semi-national expe<lition, under 
the earl of Cumberland and Vice-Admiral William Mouson, 
was fitted out, consisting of three ships of the royal navy 
and several private ships, which committed much dfimage 
upon the coasts and shipping of the Spaniards ; but the 
English sufTered very severe jirivations, and sustained very 
heavy losses. 

1590. — Elizabeth assigned the annual sum of j£8,970 to 
the repairs of the royal navy, but the great strength of this 
branch of her power still remained with private adventurers, 
who, since the trade had become so lucrative, had fitted out 
squadrons in vast numbers. The trade of Spain was entirely 
un])rotccted, save by the merchants themselves, but who 
were unable to hold out against the skill and courage, 
heightened by cupidity, of the daring rovers wdio bore the 
flag of England, and whose deeds were sanctioned and 
approved by their queen. In tljis year ten sliiyis of tlie 
queen, conimanded by Sir John Hawkins and Sir M’artin 
F orbisher, w ere despatched to intercept the India fleet ; but 
the enterprise failed, owung to intelligence of the ()X])e<lition 
having rcjached Philip, king of Spain, who sent orders to 
keep the India shiyis back. 

1591. — A fleet of seven queen’s ships, — Defiance, Revenge, 
Nonpareil, Eonaventure, IJon, Foresiglit, and Crane, undei 
the command of Loi-d Thomas Ilo^vard, sailed with the piii’- 
pose of intercepting the India ships, which had during the 
preceding year been kept back. The expedition, whicli was 
very badly found, departed for the Azores, and anchored at 
Flores, wdiore for six months it awaited the ajqmoacli of the 
treasure-sliips. In the mean time, Don Alphonso Bassano was 
despatclied by the Spanish king to convoy the fleet home ; and 
hearing of the small force of the English squadron at Flores, 
he determined on attacking it. The English squadron was 
wliolly unprepared ; and, to add to their disasters, tlie crews 
had suffered much from sickness. Hearing of the apj)roac}i 
of the Spanish force, however, the admiral pnt to sea 
immediately, though with scarcely half his men. The bmnt 
of the engagement wdiich followed was j>rincipally home by 
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the Revenge, commanded by Sir Richard Grenville. Tliis ship 
was laid on board at one and the same time by the St. Philip, 
of l,t500 tons and seventy-eight guns, and four other of the 
largest Spanish ships, filled with soldiers. Notwithstanding 
the inequality of the conflict, the brave crew of the Revenge, 
headed by the gallant captain, who, though wounded early 
in the action, refiLsed to quit the deck, repulsed every 
attempt at boarding, and maintained the fight from 3h. p.m. 
until midnight, at wliich time, the intrepid captain received 
a wound in the body from a musket-ball. * He was then 
obliged to be carried below to have his wound dressed, and 
while under the surgeon’s hands, received another shot in the 
head : the surgeon was killed at liis side. 

The gallant crew held out till daylight, by which time the 
ship was reduced to a mere wreck, and her decks were co- 
vered witli the killed and wounded. Their ammunition also 
was expended, and nothing remained but to surrender. The 
i-emaining officers and crew, however, refused to strike, 
ujiiess they were promised their liberty, which tlie Spaniards 
consenting to, the ship was surrendered. Brit although the 
first prize to the Spaniards, the Revenge was not doomed to 
be a tropby which could bo exhibited, as she foundered a 
few days afterwards with 200 of the Spanish crew which 
had been placed in her. Of her devoted crew, only sixty 
survived this glorious action ; and scarcely one of them but 
bore the marks of the desperate encounter. At one time 
they had fought against fifteen ships of the enemy, and the 
Spaniards, it is said, lost near 1,000 men before they subdued 
their brave enemy. Sir Richard Grenville -was earned on 
boai*d the Spanish admirars sliip, wliei'e he died two days 
after wjxrds; nor did the Spaniards refrain from acknowledging 
his extraordinary courage and Ijeliavioiir. The remaining 
sliips of the English squadron, unable to cope with, the 
greatly superior force of the Sp«miards, withdrew from the 
contest, and after making a few unimportant captures, 
returned to England. 

Sir George Carey also attacked a Spanish squadron, of 
greatly superior force, in the West Indies, but being deserted 
by two of his ships, was unable to bring about a victorious 
result. 

We feel bound to mention the bravery of Captain Brad- 
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shaw, wlio, in command of a merchant ship called the 
Centurion, on her return from Marseilles to England, was 
attacked by five large Spanish galleys, in the Straits of 
Gibraltar. Two of the galleys, filled with men, attemj)ted to 
board the Centurion on each side, and the other one astern j 
but notwithstanding that Captain Bradshaw had only forty- 
eight men and boys to oppose to tliis numerous force, he 
succeeded in defeating eveiy attack, and preserved his ship 
wuth the loss of only four men killed, and ten wounded. 

1592. — In 1592, an expedition, under Sir Martin For- 
bisher, consisting of ships belonging to the queen, and Sir 
Walter Baleigh, and others, conjointly sailed for the coast of 
Spain, and took many ships of the enemy. Among them 
w^as a carrack, called Madre de Dios, which, from the descrip- 
tion given, must have been a ship of the most extraordinary 
kind. She had,” says Lediard, seven decks of 1 05 feet 
from stem to stem, was of 1,600 tons burden, manned with 
000 men, a.nd carried tliirty-two brass guns. Her cargo was 
valued at £150,000, on her aiTival in England, besides what 
the officers and seamen had phmdered her of when taken.” 
The queen’s adventure in this voyage was only two ships, 
one of wdiich, the least of the two, was at the taking of the 
carrack ; in virtue of which, she assumed power over the 
whole of the valuable cargo, taking what portion of it she 
pleased, and making the remainder of the adventurers submit 
to her pleasure, with whom, it is said, she dealt but in- 
differently. 

1594. — Sir Martin Forbisher was sent with four of her 
majesty’s ships — ^the Vanguard, Bainbow, Dreadnought, and 
Acquittance — to aid the French in the attack upon Brest, then 
in the possession of the Spaniards. The admiral entered the 
liai'bour with liis ships, and attacked the forts with much 
vigour ; but the defence was so Avell conducted, that a great 
number of men and officers were killed and wounded. But 
at length the place was surrendered, and the garrison put to 
the sword. Sir Martin Forbisher, a brave and skilful admiral, 
was here lost to his country ; for, being wounded in the hip 
by a small shot, he died of lus wound> after bringing hi.s 
squadron to Plymouth. 

1595. — An unsuccessful expedition, wliich sailed in tlic 
following year to the West Indies, also deprived the navy of 
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two other skilftil seamen and "brave commanders, — Sir Francis 
Drake and Sir John Hawkins. 

1596. — On the 1st of 3‘une an expedition, consisting of 
tlie follovring ships — Kepulse, Ark-Hoyal, Mere Honour, 
AVarsjyight, Lion, llainbow, Nonpareil, Vanguard, Mary Rose, 
Dreadnought, Swiftsure, Acquittance, Crane, and Tramontane, 
of her majesty’s, and Dutch and hired vessels to the number 
of 126 — sailed from Plymouth under the command of Charles 
Howard, earl of Nottingham, lord high admiral. The 
charge of the land expedition rested with the earl of Essex. 
The design of this armament was to destroy the Spanish 
fleet in Cadiz, which, it was said, was fitting to renew the 
attempt upon England. In the fleet were many of the most 
skilful commanders the navy could boast, by dint of whose 
exertions the ai'm ament was equipped with such groat 
celerity, that it airived off Cadiz before any news of its 
preparation had reached Spain. This was also owing to the 
admirars precaution in detaining every vessel, small or large, 
which he chanced to fall in with. On the 2()th of June the 
expedition airived oft’ Cadiz, and on the follow mg morning 
the smallest and fastest of the ships entered the harbour of 
Cadiz, commanded by the lord high admiral in person, 
having under him his son, Lord Thomas Howard, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Sir Thomas Southwell, Sir Thomas Carew, Sir 
William Monson (knighted for tliis service), and several 
others. The soldiers also, under the earl of Essex, attacked 
iind took the town, and would have put the garrison to the 
sw'ord, had it not been ransomed by the payment of about 
600,000 ducats. The lord high admiral refused to allow 
the fleet lying in Puerto Real to be ransomed, although two 
millions of ducats were ofiered, but sent Sir Walter Raleigh 
and Lord Thomas Ploward to destroy it. The S})amsh 
ships fought well, but in the end were completely defeated. 
Spain lost two rich galleons, carr 3 HLng together 100 brass 
guns, wliicli were taken ; thirteen ships of war, eleven ships 
freighted for the West Indies, and thirteen others; and 
1,200 pieces of ordnance were taken or sunk. The damage 
was estimated at twenty millions of ducats. Cadiz was 
plundered, all tlie forts demolished, and a great part of the 
town laid in ashes ; and having effected all this, tlie English 
fleet departed on the 5th of July, for Ferrol but found the 
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town deserted by its inhabitants. The lord high adniiral 
was desirous of crowning his triumph by the capture of the 
treasure-ships, but in his proposal he found no supporters, 
and the fleet returned to England. 

The king of Spain, enraged at these successes, fitted out 
a largo fleet, with the design of taking revenge, but he waa 
again forostallefl by the prudent foresight of the queen, and 
by the skill of her subjects. He had collected a great many 
ships in the harbour of Eerrol, with the intention to invade 
Ireland ; and a large fleet of 120 of English and Dutch 
shi 2 )s, under the command of the earl of Essex, having under 
him Admiral SirW^illiam Monson, finally siiiled from Plymouth 
on the 17tli of August, with the intoiition of frustrating his 
object. It was found impracticable, however, to attack the 
shi])ping in Ferrol, and after having suffered much from bad 
weather, the fleet sailed to the Azores, hayal was taken, 
and Gracioza j they also fell in with the India fleet, but from 
great mismanagement, the whole were suflei*ed to escape, 
and the expedition fetuined to England greatly dis- 
appointed. 

In 1 602 an expedition was fitted out against the Spaniards, 
under the command of Sir Kichard Levison and Sir W. 
Monson, but it met with no veiy decided success, with the 
exception of taking a large carrack of 1,600 tons, and burn- 
ing a few galleys at Coimbra. 
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1620. — In the month of October, 1620, a squadron of six 
ships of war, and twelve hired ships, under the command in 
chief of Sir Hobert Mansel, vice-admiral of England, sailed 
from Plymouth on an expedition to Algiers. By negotiation^ 
foi-ty Cliristian slaves were recovered. In the following 
spring, this squadron, reinforced from England, attempted to 
destroy the Algerine shipping in the harbour, but failed in 
peid'orming anything at all worthy the extent of power 
employed. 

Passing over the remaining few and unimportant naval 
transactions of the commencement of this century, we proceed 
to an important era — 1652 — a year famous for the naval 
battles fought, not against luxurious Spaniards, but against 
men as hardy and brave as any age or country ever pro- 
duced. 

1652. — On the 14th of May, Captain Young, commanding 
an English man-of-war in the Channel, fell in with a Dutch 
squadron off the back of the Isle of Wight, the commander 
of wdiicli refused to strike his flag. This being a mark of 
res23ect which ships of the Englivsh navy had been accustomed 
to receive, Captain Young opened fire upon the Dutch com- 
mander’s ship, and compelled her to haul down her flag. 

This was succeeded on the 18th of the same month by 
another quarrel. The Dutch had assembled a fleet of 150 
ships, under the command of Marten Harpetz Tromp, com- 
monly called Van Tromp, and celebrated for skill and bravery. 
A small squadron, imder the command of Captain (formerly 
Major) Nehemiah Bourne, was lying in the Downs, when 
Tromp, w ith a fleet of forty ships, put in there, as he said, 
from stress of weather# Bourne remarked, by way of re- 
joinder, that the truth of his reason would best appear by 
the shortness of his stay ; and requested him to leave the 
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anchorage, sending, at the same time, notice to General 
Bohert Blake, Avho was riding in Dover Boads with fifteen 
ships. The next day, the Dutch fleet beat down to Dover, 
and was entering the roadstead, when General Blake opened 
fire upon the leading Dutch ship, in consequence of her not 
paying the required homage of striking the flag. Tronip’s 
fleet immediately retui-ned this fire with the broadsides of as 
many of his ships as would bear, and the English squadron 
then got underway, the better to manoeuvre Avith the enemy. 
Blake, desirous of settling the dispute by single combat with 
Tromp, took the lead ; but his chivalry drew uj)on him the 
united fire of the Dutch ships near him. Being joined by 
Bourne's division, the combat would have been upon more 
equal terms ; but the Dutch, not inclined to risk a general 
engagement, made sail away, leaving two ships in possession 
of the English, and having lost many men. 

On the 4th of July, Vice-Admiral Sir George Ayscuo 
(or Ayscough), Avho had just retxirned from the West Indies 
— having in his passage captured four ships of war anlfe^en 
merchant ships — attacked the St. llbes fleet of forty sail, on 
the French coast, thii'ty of whicli were taken or destroyed. 

On the 8th of July, war was formally declared between 
England and Holland ; and on the 12th, two English 
fiigates, commanded 1:>y Captains Peacock and Taylor, en- 
gaged tAvo Dutch ships of war off the coast of Flanders. 
After a close engagement, one ship was boarded and taken, 
but soon afterwards sank, and the other ran on shore. 

On the 13th, Blake took a large liomcAvard-bound convoy. 

On the 16th of Axigust, Vice-A,dmiral Sir George Ayscue 
being oft* Plymouth with thii*ty-eight sail, for the protection 
of the English trade, fell in with Admiral De Buy ter, who, 
with a fleet of equal force, Avas convoying about fifty outAvard- 
boiiiid merchant ships down the channel. De Buyter showed 
no unwillingness to fight ; and taking twenty merchant 
sliips into his own fleet, bore down upon the English, in line 
abreast. Tho English vico-adiniral, wiife nine }nt head- 
inost ships, behaved nobly, passing between the Dutch ships, 
and engaging them with much Adgour, The fight lasted from 
four in the afternoon until dark ; but being iil supported by 
many ships, Sir George Ayscue was unable to capture any 
of the Dutch ships, but sank two, and killed many of their 
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men. Bear- Admiral Peck lost a leg, and died of liis wonnd ; 
and one fire-ship was cajp^tnred. Sir George followed the 
Butch fieet the next day, but was unable to overtake it. 

About the end of J iily, an English squadron of three small 
ships of war and one fire-ship, under Commodore Bichard 
Bodley (or Badiley), while convoying four inerchant ships, 
engaged a Butch squadron of eleven sail, under Admiral Van 
Galen-— one of the ships being commanded by Cornelius, son 
of Van Tromp. The fight lasted two days. The first day’s 
action took place ofi' Elbii, and lasted till dai’k, without much 
advantage to either party. Three Butch ships separated in 
the night from the main body, and being bocalmed, could not 
elfect a rejunction : but eight laigo ships bore down upon 
the four English vessels (Commodore Bodley having sent his 
convoy into port.), and engaged them with much fury. Van 
Galen laid Bodley’s ship aboai'd, but his ship having been 
thrice set on fire, he sheered off with much loss. A second 
ship taking her place, was also beaten ofi* with the loss of her 
mainmast. This ship w^as boarded by the Pheenix, an English 
fiigate, and caixied ; but the latter being left almost deserted 
by her crew, w^as in turn boai'ded and taken by anotlier Butch 
sliip, and her prize recaptured. Commodore Bodley’s ship 
was again boarded by two Butch ships ; but the crew de- 
fended her with great courage, and succeeded in beating tliem 
off, though with the kxss of 100 men kllle<i and wounded. 
Tlie squadron, now' much disabled, bore U 2 :> for Porto Logon e, 
leaving the Butch shij>s much cut up in hulls, sails, and 

The Phoenix was retaken on the 26th of November, in 
• Leghorn Boads, by the boats of Commodore Apjfieton’s 
squadron, commanded by Captain Owen Cox, wdio had been 
a lieutenant of her. The following is tlie Dutch narrative : 
— The Phmnix was given to Captain Van Tromp, whose 
ship had been quite disabled in the late aetion, and lay at 
anchor in Leghorn Boads, where, thinking themselves secure, 
they spent their tirne in mirth and jollity. Cox manned 
tliree boats with thirty men in each ; and, in addition to 
their weai)ons, each man was provided with a bag of meal to 
throw in the eyes of the Butchmen. On St. Andrew’s day, 
in the evening, Cox left his shiji, but, owing to the darkness 
of the night, parted from one of the boats, which caused some 
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delay ; but tlie boat rejoined, and at daylight all three were 
alongdde the frigate. TKe bc>ats’ crews had each their 
appointed work. One had to cut the cables, the second to go 
aloft and loose the sails, wliile the third closed the hatches, 
and kept the crew in subjection. Troinp was below ; but 
healing the alarm, he rushed out of his cabin, and discharged 
his pistols at the English, who were, however, by that time 
masters of the frigate j so, leaping out of the cabimwindow, 
he swam to a Diitch sMp astern, and was taken up. The 
Phoenix vi® ca.iTied off in triumph, and reached Naples in 
safety.” This violation of the neutrality of the port of Leg- 
horn gave great offence to the grand duke of Tuscany, and 
caused his highness to remonstrate with the parliament, fcind 
to order the English ships to quit liis territories. The par- 
liament disavowed the act, and gave orders for the recall of 
Comtnodore -Appleton, under whose directions the act com- 
plained of had been committed. 

Tlie Dutch beet, commaiided by Admirals De Witte and 
De liuyter — ^Tronip, in consequence of his previous want of 
success, being in disgrace with his government — appeared off 
the Goodwin in large force, in the month of September ; but 
the weather was so unsettled, that the English fleet could not 
weigh until the 28th. On that day, at noon, the Dutch fleet 
was discovered, consisting of fifty-nine sail of men-of-war, 
besides many smaller vessels ; and the English, of nearly 
ecpnxl force, under Blake, having with him Vice-Admiral 
Pemi, stood towards tliem with a fresh breeze at west by 
iiortli. At about 3h. p,m., Blake, in the Kesolutiou, having 
only a portion of the fleet up with him, with Vice-Admiral 
Penn, in the James, of sixty guns, shortened sail, to allow 
the remainder of his ships to close, and, at 4h. most of the 
ships having joined, chase was given to the Dutch, and an 
engagement shoi-tly afterwai'ds took place. The Sovereign, 
Gaptain Reed, one of the largest ships of the English fleet, 
touched on the Kentish knock. The ship, however, soon 
got off again, and engaged and sank a Dutch rear-admiral’s 
ship. Several of the largest English siiips also grounded on 
this shoal ; but the Dutch, drawing less water, went over it. 
Four Dutch ships were dismasted at the onset. One rear- 
admiral w^as taken by the Nonsuch, 40- gun ship ; Captain 
MiJdmay and two captains were among the prisoners. About 
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300 men were killed and as many wounded pn board the 
English ships, and their masts arid sails much damaged ; but 
they pursued the Dutch on the . two following days to the 
mouth of the Texel, and then returned into port with th^ 
prizes. 

The season of the year being far advanced, the parliainent 
had incautiously reduced the fleet under Blake to little more 
than forty ships, deeming another attack froni the Dutch 
improbable. On the 29th of November, in the morning, the 
admiral, whose flag was flying on board the Triurilph, of sixty 
guns, was Ipng in Dover Beads with the remains of his 
fleet, when he perceived a Dutch fleet of eighty large ships, 
and small vessels, in all ninety-five, commanded by Tromp, at 
anchor two leagiies to leeward Blake immediately got under- 
way to meet the enemy, who had also weigh ed anchor. At about 
the pitch of the Ness, the leading ships of the two fleets met^ 
and a vigorous battle ensued. As other shijxs got uj>, many 
broadsides were exchanged, which killed and wounded six- 
teen men in the Triumph. The Victory, of fifty guns. Cap- 
tain John Mann, was hard pressed by the enemy ; but the 
Vanguard, Captain Joseph Jordan, and some other ships 
coming up, rescued her. The Garland frigate was boarded 
by two laxge Dutch ships bearing admirals’ flags, and cap- 
tured, after a long and obstinate engagement, and the Tri-, 
umph having at the same time lost her fore-topmast, was 
unable to proceed to her relief ; the Bona venture also was 
taken. The English sliips were greatly cut up in sails and 
rigging, and reduced to an almost unmanageable state, and, 
after maintaining the light with a force so vastly superior 
from a little after noon until night was closing in, bore up 
for Dover Hoads. Tromp did not pursue the advantage, or 
lie ought to have destroyed every Enghsh ship ; and, although 
vaunting loudly of their ^-rictory,” it was far less praise- 
worthy than many of their defeats. Tromp, in consequence 
of this action, hoisted a broom at his mast-head, indicating 
thereby that he would sweep the narrow, seas of all English 
shipping. 

1 653. — The year succeeding was still more eventful ; but, 
without wishing to detract from the value of the services 
rendered by Generals Blake, Monk, and Deane, upon whom 
the appointments of admirals and generals ” had been con- 
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ferred, tlie better to siiit the views and feelings of Grom 
and his parliament, we must not be unmindful of the claims 
of those skilful and courageous commanders Penn, Lawson, 
Jordan, and many others, who must necessarily have framed 
every nautical evolution. 

On the 18th of February, the English fleet, of about 
seventy sail, under the joint command of Admirals Blake, 
Deane, and Monk^ sailed from the Downs for the purpose of 
intercepti^^romp on his return from the Isle of BhA The 
Dutch fle^PIvhich on this day w^as fallen in with off Port- 
land, consisted of seventy-three ships of war, having under 
convoy 300 merchant ships, and was divided into three 
squadrons, commanded by Tromp, De Buyter, and Evertzen. 
On discovering the English, Tromp, being about five miles to 
windward (wind westerly), gave orders for the merchant 
vessels to haul to the wind, while he, with his fleet in line 
abreast, or, as some say, in form of a half-moon, bore down 
upon the enemy. The Triumph (the general’s ship), Speaker 
(Tice-Admiral Penn), Fairfax (Bear-Admiral Lawson), and 
about twenty ships of tlieir divisions, being many miles 
ahead, and to windward of the body of the English fleet, were 
the first to engage, and a veiy hard-fought battle ensued. 
The Prosperous, Assistance, and Oak were boarded by the 
Dutch, and carried, but afterwards recovered ; and, until sup- 
ported l>y fresh ships, the English were nearly annihilated. 
As soon, however, as this was the case, the Dutch hauled to 
the wind, and endeavoured to make off; but they were 
chased, and the action protracted until night closed in. 

During the night, preparations were made by the Engbsb 
for renewing the fight ; and seven or eight ships which had 
suflered most in the action were destroyed, and their crews 
distributed amoTig.st those ships which had lost most men. 
On the morning of the 19th, the fleets were ofi* the Isle of 
Wight, the Dutch having then their convoy ahead. At 2h. p.m. 
the fleets again engaged with great desperation, and five 
Dutch ships were ca])tm’ed and destroyed. The Dutch fleet 
having again got ahead, the English pursued all night, and 
at 9h. A.M. of the 20th, with five of the fastest of the ships 
and the frigates, again closed, and did much execution. The 
Dutch, finding themselves so hard pressed, ordered the mer- 
chant ships to drop astern out of the fleet, tliinking the bait 
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would be sufficieiit to induce the English to foi^go further 
pursuit ; but the generals gave strict orders that none of the 
sliips that could get up to their men-of-war should take the 
merchant ships, and in consequence the chase and action com 
tinued until the evening. By this time the fleets were only 
about four leagues from Calais, and the Dutch fleet stood in 
for that anchorage, the wind having shifted to the north- 
west. The English were also obliged to anchor ofl‘ Blackness. 
In tlie night it came on to blow strong, andm^e Dutch/ 
availing themselves of the darkness, put to sea the flood 
tide, and effected their escape. In this encounter both fleets 
suflered severely. The English had one ship sunk, besides 
those destroyed after the first day’s battle ; but the killed 
and wounded, although acknowledged to have been severe, is 
not stated. Among the killed were Ca])tains Ball, Mildmay, 
and Barker, and Mr. Sparrow, secretary. The Dutch loss in 
the three days^ action was, eleven shi|)s of war and sixty 
merchant ships ; 1,500 men were killed, and 700 taken 
prisoners. 

The unfortunate breach of the neutrality of Leghorn, com- 
mitted in the recapture of tlie Phoenix in the gallant manner 
before stated, so incensed the grand duke of Tuscany, that 
he ordered Commodore Appleton to restore the Pheeuix or 
quit Leghorn. The commodore’s Sfpiadron at tliis time con- 
sisted of the liCopard, of fifty-two guns ; Bonaventure, forty- 
four ; Ki^ainpsoTi, thirty- six ; Levant Merchant, twenty-eight ; 
and Pilgrim and Mary, of thirty g^ins each ; w^hile Van 
Galen’s squadi'ori, of sixteen sail, was lying off the j^ort 
waiting to intercept liirn as soon as lie should put to sea. 
Commodore Appleton therefore sent information of the cir- 
cumstances to Commodore Bodley, -who was lying at Elba 
with his small squadron, and arranged that he should make 
his appearance off the port, and thus draw the Dutch off 
.shore, to clear the way for his squadron. This was performed 
accordingly on the 3rd March ; and the Dutch, upon ob- 
serving Bodley ’s squadron, got underway to go in pursuit. 
Upon this, Commodore Appleton also got underway ; which 
the Dutch admiral perceiving, instantly gave up the piiimiit 
of Bodley’s squadron, and attacked Appleton’s. The Bona- 
venture unfortunately took fire and blew u|) at the commence- 
ment of the engagement ; soon after which, Admiral Van 
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Galen’s leg was shot from which wound he died; Com- 
modore Bodley’s squadron having joined, the action became 
general, and was very gallantly contested on both sides. 
Cornelius Tromp attacked the Sampson, but was beaten off ; 
the Sampson was, however, shortly afterwards destroyed by 
afire-ship. The Leopard, Levant Merebant, and J?ilgrim were 
all three overpowered and taken, and the Mary alone effected 
her escape hy joining Bodley’s squachon. 

The Encash fleet, strengthened by mfxny new ships, put 
to sea in Mby. The total force of the three squadrons, into 
which the English fleet was divided, amounted to 105 ships, 
mounting 3,840 guns, and manned by 10,269 men. On the 
1st of June, while the English fl.eet, with the exception of 
Blake’s squadron, was lying in Yarmouth lioads, achdcti was 
brought that the Dutch fleet had been seen upon the coast ; 
upon which tl 10 English immediately weighed. Early in the 
morning of the 22 id, being off the south head of the Gable, 
the Dutch fleet, consisting of 104 ships, was discovered about 
two leagues to leeward. The English bore down upon them, 
and from eleven to twelve o’clock the engagement was very 
severe. About noon, Deane was cut in two by a cannon- 
ball, and it is recorded that Monk, seeing him fall, took tlie 
cloak from his own shoulders, and with the utmost composure 
covered Deane’s rnangk'd body. Yan Kelson, a Dutch x'ear- 
admiral, was blown up in liis ship in the middle of the action. 
The battle raged till six, when the Dutch bore up, and en- 
deavoured to escape. 

joined in the night with eighteen fresh ships, and 
pursued the Dutch. On the 3rd, a light wind enabled the 
English again to bring on an action. About noon the fight 
was renewed, atul continued four hours. Tromp grappled 
and attempted to board the J ames, bearing Yiee- A dmiral 
Penn’s flag, but was I'epulsed with much loss ; and in return 
, Tromp s ship was boarded. The English drove all tho 
people below, upon wliicli Tromp ordered the deck to be 
blown up, which was performed successfully, causing great 
loss to the English. Notwitlistanding this l epulse, his ship 
was a second time boarded by the crew of the James and of 
another ship ; but Do Witte and De bore down, and 

saved Tromp from .certain capture. The victory was most 
decisive : the Dutch were pursued until night, but a lee 
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shore deterred the English from contmiting the pxirstiit, and 
next morning the remains of the Dutch fleet enteied the 
TexeL Eleven Dutch ships were taken, and 1,300 prisoners, 
among them six captains and two rear-admirals ; six ships 
were sunk, one bearing a i*ear-admirars flag ; two were 
blown up among their own fleet, and one sank in consequence 
of that accident : total, twenty ships taken and destroyed. 
One of the prizes is said to have measured 1,200 tons, and 
to have had fourteen ports in a tier. 

On the English side, General Deane and 12® men and 
officers were killed, and 236 wounded ; the ships were also 
much cut up, but no ship was lost. 

Little was known of the great ai*t of gaining decisive 
naval victoiies at the commencement of the seventeenth 
century. Sir William Monson, one of the most enlightened 
seamen? and skilful admirals of the 2 >eriod in which he 
flourished (about 1600), writes — The most famous naval 
battles these late years have aflbrded, were those of Lepanto 
against the Turks, in 1577 ; of the Spaniards against the 
Frencli at tlie Tercera islands, in 1580 ; and betwixt the 
armada of Spain and the English, in 1588. In these en- 
counters, wherein the Spaniards had the chiefest part, as 
I have said before, they imitated the discipline of war by 
land, in dra^viIlg their ships into a form of fight, which in 
my opinion is not so convenient ; though I confess, in a sea- 
battle that shall consist of galleys in a calm, it is better to 
observe that order than in sMj)s ; for men may as well follow 
directions by then* hands in rowing, as an army by words of 
the tongue speaking, or their legs moving. But ships, which 
must be carried by vrind and sails, and the sea aflbrdiiig no 
firm or steadfast footing, camiot be commanded to take their 
ranks like soldiers in a battle by land. The weather at sea 
is never certain; the winds .variable ; ships unequal in 
sailing ; and when they strictly seek to keep their order, 
commonly they fall foul of one another, and in such cases 
they are more careful to observe their directions than to 
offend the enemy, whereby they will be brought into disorder 
among themselves. 

Suppose a fleet to be jflaced in the form of a half-moou, 
or other proportion, to fight : if an enemy charge them home 
in any of the comers of the half-moon, they will be fcJrced 
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to bear up into their main battle, and then will ensue 
dangers and disorders of boarding one another j insomuch 
that it mil not be possible for a general to give new direc- 
tions, but eveiy ship must fight at its will, not bj command. 
The greatest advantage in a sea-fight is to get the wind of 
one another ; * for he that has the wind is out of danger of 
being boarded, and has the advantage where to board, and 
how to attempt the enemy. Tlie wind being thus gotten, 
a genezal need give no other directions than to eveiy ad- 
miral of a isquadrou to dmw together their squadrons, and 
every one to undertake his opposite squadron, or wliere he 
shall do it for his; greatest advantage ; but to be sure to 
take a good distance of one another, and to relieve that 
squadron that shall be overcliarged or (iistressed. Let them 
give warning to their ships not to veiitui‘e so far as to bring 
them to leeward of the enemy ; for it will be in the power 
of the enemy to board them, and they not to avoid it. The 
strict ordering of battles by ships was before the invention 
of tlie bowline, for then there was no sailing but before the 
wind, nor no fighting but by boai’ding ; whereas now, a ship 
will sail within six points of thirty- two, and by the advantage 
of wind, may rout any fieet that is placed in that form of 
battle.” 

Tills method, however, was not followed by British sailors 
during the Dutch wars. In the instructions to captains of 
ships issued by the committee for the Admiralty, is the 
following : — “ You are to take notice, that in case of joining 
battle, you are to leave it to the ^dce-admiral to assail the 
enemy’s admiral, and to match yourself as equally as you 
can; to succour the rest of the fleet as cause shall requke, 
not wasting your powder, nor shooting afar ofi‘, nor till you 
come side by side.” ^ But it soon became apparent that 
something beyond a confused host of ships fighting without 
order was to he desired, that confusion being attended with 
the most unsatisfactory results ; and it was found that that 
fleet was usually victorious which fought in line. Tlie fol- 
lowing account of the great battle off the Texel, wiitten by 
a French gentleman, who embarked on boai'd a small vessel 
to witness the action, gives a vivid description. 

** Memorials of Penn,” vol. i, p. 405. 
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“ The 7th of August (ISr.S.),^ I discovered Admiral Tromp’s 
fleet, consisting of more than a hundred ships of war. It 
was drawn up in three squadrons, and was bearing down 
■with the wind light aft, to fall upon the English, whom 
it met with on tlie same day, nearly equal in luiinber, and 
draimi up in line extending above four leagues N.N.E. and 
S.S.W. The 8tli and 11th -were passed in skirmishes ; but 
on the 10th they came to a decisive battle. The English 
had endeavoured to gain the wind ; but Admimt Tromp 
having always kept that advantage, and having drawn up his 
own fleet in a line jmrallel to that of the English, bore down 
U2>on them, and began the battle with .so much fury, that 
many shij^s were very soon seen dismasted, others sunk, and 
others on fire. The two fleets wei*e afterwards enveloped in 
a cloud of smoke, so dense that it was impossible to fonn 
a. judgment of the fierceness of the battle, otherwise than by 
the liorrible noise of the cannon with which tlie air re- 
sounded, and by rnouiitains of fire which every now and 
then were seen rising out of the smoke, with a crash which 
gave sufficient notice that whole ships were >)lowing up. 
In fact, many ships were blo^vn up ; and, in paiiicular, it is 
said that Admir^ Tromp, having perceived three English 
sliijDS which had run foul of each other, immediately sent a 
fire-ship, which arrived so ju'ecisely in time, that they all 
took fire at the same instant, and blew iij) mtli a report 
capable of striking terror into the breast of the most in- 
trepid, ^ 

Nevertheless,” continues the French narrator, the 
English sustained, with incredible valour, all the efforts of 
tlie Dutch, and were seen to petish rather than to give way, 
which grieved Admiral Tromp, and made him resolve to 
attack the English admiral ; and the two ships were on the 
point of grajijiling, when Admiral Trora^) was killed by a 
musket-shot. This disaster damped the couriige of the 
Dutch, who began to bear to windward, and. to engage only 
in retreating. The action was no longer so violent ; and 
the smoke dispersing, the two fleets were seen in a condition 
wliich showed the horrible fiiry of the conflict. The whole 

* ‘‘^ Memorials of Penn/^ vol. i. p. 609, ot seq. 

® This must have reference to the Oak and Worcester, which were 
burnt in the action. 
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sea was covered with dead bodies, with fragments, and with 
hulls of shipSj still smoking or bximing. Throughout the 
remainder of the two fleets were seen only dismasted vessels, 
and sails perforated tlnmighout by eaTiiioii-balls. lISTearfy 
thirty ships peiishcd between the tw^o parties : and tlie 
English, having pursued the enemy as far as tlie Texel, had 
the honou r of the victory, 'which cost them as dear as it did 
the vanquished.” 

We have here presented to us a tolerably faithful account 
of this ineniorable action. Admiral Blake was unfoitunately 
prevented from sharing in the honours by illness, and the 
comm and of the paidiament’s fleet devolv^ed upon Monk, 
assisted by 'Penn, Lawson, J ordan, and others. The entire 
force of the English was 120 ships, candying about 4,000 
guns and 17,000 men. Tromp first put to sea (according 
to <a memoraiidum of a comrnunicatKm from Holland left 
by Sir W. Ponti^) wdtli cighty-tbree inen-of-war, four fire- 
ships, and twenty-five merchantmen; but w’as afterw'ards 
reinforced by De Witte, with tw^cnty-fivo nnni-of-war and 
four or five fire-ships, making in. all 108 meii-of-war, eight 
fire-ships, and twenty-fivo armed merchant ships ; and their 
loss, as estimated by themselves, amounted to 6,200 men in 
all, as follows : — Slain, 1,200, among wiioin was Admiral 
Evertzen, and many persons of distinction ; drowned, 1,500 ; 
wounded, 2,500 ; prisoners, 1,000. Tlie Dutch loss in ships 
amounted to twenty-six men-of-war, sunk or burnt. On 
the side of the English, seven captains and 500 men fell in 
battle ; and live cajxtmns and 800 men were wounded : 
besides the loss of three ships. There is little doubt that 
fighting in line oiiginated with the Dutch. 

This decisive victory induced the Dutch to negotiate a 
peace, which was sliortly afierwai'ds concluded onCroinweirs 
own terms, the honour of the flag being one of the conditions 
demanded and sxibinitted to. In this war, wdiich lasted only 
twenty-three months, the English took 1,700 prize.s, valued 
by the Dutch at near six millions sterling. 

On the 24th of December, an expedition sailed for the 
West Indies, under the command of General and Admiral 
Penn and General Venables, against the Spanish islands; 

I ‘^Memorials of Penn/’ vol. i. p. 506. 

VOL. I. E 
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but, owing to the disagi'cements of the commanders, and the 
great defects in its equipment, it was not veiy successful. 
Jamaica, however, was taken, and has ever since been annexed 
to England. It must be observed, that tliis was a most 
unjust proceeding, war not having been declared against 
Spain. 

1655.— The marauding states of Africa availing themselves 
of the Dutch war, plundered and made prisoners of many 
English subjects. Blake was therefore despatched with the 
follomng squadron to demand restitution and satisfaction ; — 


Skips, 

Men, 

Qum, 

Captains. 

Robert Blake, General. 

Geiirge 

850 

,, 60 . . 

\ John Stokes, Ciiptnin. 

Andrew 

300 

. . 54 . . 

Richai'd Badeley, Vice' Admiral, 

Unicorn 

800 

. . 54 . . 

Joseph Jordan, Rear-Admiral. 

Lambert 

260 

. . 50 . . 

Roger Cuttance. 

Hainp-shire . . . 

160 

. . 34 . . 

Robert Blake. 

Bridgewater . . . 

260 

. . 50 . . 

Anthony Earning. 

Foresight 

160 

. . 36 . . 

Peter Mortham. 

Worcester ..... 

240 

.. 46 .. 

William Hill. 

Plymouth 

260 

. . 50 . . 

Ritdiard Stayner. 

K.enti.sh 

170 

. , 40 . . 

Ed ward W i ther idge. 

I)iariion<i 

160 

36 .. 

tiohn Hannan. 

Taunton 

160 

. , 86 . . 

Thomas Vallis. 

Ruby 

160 

. . 86 . . 

Edmd. Curti-s. 

Newcastle 

180 

. . 40 . . 

Nath. Cobliam. 

Amity 

120 

, . 30 . . 

Henry Pack, 

Aleniiaid 

100 

. , 22 . . 

James Abieson. 

Pearl 

100 

. . 22 . . 

Benj. Sacheverell. 

iVtaidstone 

140 

. . 32 . . 

Thomas Adams. 

Princess Mary . 

1.50 

. , 34 . . 

John Lloyd. 

Klias 

140 . . 32 . . John Syinonds. 

And five smaller vessels. 


Blake Avas also empowered by his government to demand 
compensation of the grand duke of Tuscany, to the amount 
of <£60,000, for damage and loss done to the English in his 
dominions, both by IMnce Itupert and the Dutch. He 
accordingly sailed to Leghorn ; and his terms being accepted, 
and tlie money paid, lUake departed for Timis, where he 
demanded the release of all English ca]>tives taken by the 
corsairs, mid Batisfiictiou for the injuries and losses sustained. 
The answer Blake received from the bey w'as to the effect, 
tluit lie might seek redress from the castles of Guletta and 
Porto Ferino. Tunis was well fortified, the shore lined by 
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batteiies mounting 120 pieces of cannon ; and, in Edition to 
these, the hai'bour was defended by a castle mounting twenty 
guns, and by several smaller forts. Notwithstanding the for- 
midable nature of this stronghold, the English fleet entered 
tlie bay, and anchoring within musket-shot of the batteries, 
engaged with such effect, that they were quickly demolished. 
While his ships continued firing on the batteries, Blake sent 
the boats of the squadron with the fire-ships into the ha.rboui‘, 
where they destroyed nine ships. This spiritcKl |>erfoi‘mance 
was achieved wdth no gi'eater loss to the English than twenty- 
five men killed and forty-eight wounded. Without waiting to 
enter into terms with the bey, Blake sjiiled for Tripoli and 
A-lgiei’s ; and those goveniinents, hearing of what had been 
done at Tunis, at once agreed to the terms proposed. From 
thence Blake returned to Tunis, where he found all submis- 
sion ; and not only were English captives but Dutch also 
deliv'enHl up to Ijiin. 

Blake was joined off Cadiz by Admiral Ed ward Mountagu, 
from England, witli a small reinforcement, and he was ordered 
to blockade Cadiz, and secure the B|)anish treaspre-slilps 
expected from India. The fleet continued to watch tlie port 
until, water and provisions failing, Blake, with the greatest 
part of his ships, proceeded to Lisbon, leaving off Cadiz 
Captain llichai‘d Stayncr with seven frigates. On the 9t]i of 
September the Spanish India fleet of eight large ships ap- 
proached Cadiz, rnistaldrig StayncFs squadron for mercliant 
vessels. Ca|)t:xin Stayner, after a long pursuit, closed witli 
theim with the Speaker, Bridgewater, and Plymouth, and 
opened a heavy fire upon his unsu.specting victims. In a 
short time one ship sank, one took fire and was burnt, two 
ran asliore, and were destroyed, and two were captured ; the 
remainder, rme of which contained the principal part of the 
treasure, escaped into Cadiz. 

This act, scarcely short of piracy,^ was crowned with the 
mockery of a jiublic thanksgiving. War was afterwards 
formally declared agmnst Spain by the parliament ; and Blake, 

* Tlie only plea which can possibly be urged in defence of tlie act 
seems to bo the fact that the Spaniards, hearing of the capture of 
Jamaica, immediately laid an embargo upon the eflects of all the English 
merchants and families in their dominions, and upon about eighty sail of 
ships, together valued at a million sterling. 

E 2 
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vvlio had returned home in triumph, sailed again with a fleet, 
witli which he continued to blockade Cadiz, until li earing that 
another treasure-ileot lurd put into Santa Cruz, Tenoriffe, he 
iriiinediately sailed thither. > , 

1057. — On the 20th of; April Admiral Blake and his fleet 
arrived before the town, off which six galleons, richly laden, 
were, as the ca]:)tains thought, lying secure from any attack. 
Santa Cruz lies in a deeply-indented hfiy> and the anchorage 
was flanked by forts, the more dangerous from their being 
only a few feet froni the water kS edge. So secure did the 
Spanish governor consider the galleons, that he is reported 
to liMve said, Let Blake come if he dare.” After obtaining 
a rough surv(\y of the position of the galleons, which W'ore 
anchored outside the boom, the smaller vessels lying inside, 
Blake resolved to attempt their capture or destniction. 
(.'!a})taiu Sfcayner, in the Speaker, was appointed to lead, and 
Blake following with the whole fleet, the action became very 
warm. The Spanisli galleons wei’e boarded and set on fb*e, 
ex('e[)t two, whkth were sunk, and this was eirccted, in a very 
shoi't spj^i^ce of time, Tlie English fleet >vas pnly saved from 
severe loss by a providential change of wdnd. Blake had 
entered the anchorage with a fine breeze from the northward ; 
but no sooner had ho com]:)leted his objeett, than it changed 
to sou til- west, and with this wind the fleet was (x>nducted 
out of tljc i‘ange of the batteries, having had no more than 
forty-eight men killed and 120 wounded. Caj^taiii Stayner, 
on Ills return, was knighted by Cromwell ; but the rewards 
justly due to the unparalleled skill and bravery of Blake 
were wrested from him by deatli. Admiral Blake died on 
b<»;ird the St. (leorgo, as his victorious fleet was entering 
Plyni(»uth, on the 17th August, 1G57.* 

IGGO. — May 23, King Charles II. emba^Iced at Scheveling, 
r>n board tlie lloyal Charles (late Naseby), eighty guns. His 
niai<‘sty Avas escoi-ted by a large fleet, and landed at Dover 
IMay 25tli, and on the 29th niaxle his entry into London. 

‘ The remains of this enterprising admiral —whose example Nelson 
was not too proud to emulate — ^were removed to Groeu'Aicli, an<l after 
lying some time in state at the old x^alace, the body was conveyed by 
watiii* to Westniiusiter Abbey, an<l f)laced in tlio royal vault. On tlie 
Ivesioralh^n, bis remains were removed, and ju'ivately interreil in the 
A bbey chxirchyard. 
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Tangiers haying become the property of tlie English crown, 
as a part of the queen’s <lowiy, a squadron was despatched 
thither iiiuler adniiral tlie earl of Sandwich (Edward Moun- 
tagii), to take jiossession, as well as to punish tlie dey of 
Algiers for liaving ^-iolated the treaty for the siqjpression of 
[>iracy. Tangiers surrendered, and tlie squadron departed 
for Algiers. Tlie dey refusing to treat, the Englisli squadron 
opened fire on the batteries and town ; but not having suffi- 
cient strength, the earl departed for Lisbon, leaving Vice- 
Admiral Sir John Lawson wdtli a sufficient force to blockade 
the ports and harass the traile. This olijoct Sir John per- 
formed so eflectually, tliat in a short sjiace of time the 
piratical states were all re<lnced to subjection. The strengtli 
of their fastnesses, l io wcver, soon made those marauders forget 
tlicir promises, and in a short time they became as bad as 
ever. 

Circumstances having occurred to h^ssen tlie peaceable 
understanding between Holland and England, a squadron 
was desjiatched under Sir Jlolxat) Holmt\s to the western 
coast of i\ frica, wliere he made reprisals njioii the Dutch, in 
consequence of certain infringtunents ujion tlie cliarter of tlu.^ 
Loyal African Company. 31io Dutch also sent a large 
squadron tliitlier under De with the design of 

making rc[>Tjsals upon the English, and took several forts, 
and obliged others t(» be denio]isIu‘d lK?longing to the African 
Oompau}^. In conserpience of these liostile proceedings, con- 
tinued at intorv'als foi' four years, war vms ultimat<*]y pro- 
claimed — }>y the Dutch in January, and l»y the Jhiglisli in 
February, 1605. 

1665. — A large fleet was fitted out, and the chief com- 
mand corderred upon Janies, duke of Yor'k, having under 
him many commanders who, during the ‘prtjceding Dutcli 
war, ]ia.d jjorfornied excellent service. Sir Wiliiain iVmn 
was ajjjiointcid grcal. captain commander under his royal 
highness,” Sir John Law.son, Sir Chvisto|>lier ^Myngs, and Sir 
(leorge Ayscue, vice-admirals; and the captains were also 
eclected on account of theji‘ coi:irag<j and experience. 

The first action which toolc place after tlie dodaratioii of 
hostilities t»ccnrred near Cadiz. (krmmodorcJ Thomas (after- 

* It was customary at this period to appoint captains to bo com- 
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wards Sir Thomais) Allen, having under his orders a squadron 
of nine ships, fell in with a Dutch fleet of forty sail of mer- 
chant ships (many of which were w^ell armed), under the 
cori\^oy of f jur tliird-rafce ships of wai-, commanded by Com- 
modore Braokel. Four of the richest sliips were taken or 
sunk, and Commodore Brackel killed ; but the remainder of 
the fleet escajied into Cadiz, where for a time they were 
blockaded by the Eiiglish s(pia<iron. 

On the 8th of March, the London, of eighty gims, bearing 
Sir John Lawson’s flag, caught Are and blew up at the Nore, 
whereby 300 persons perished, and the ship (one of the finest 
in the navy) was wholly destroyed Sir John Lawson there- 
fore hoisted his flag in the Boyal Oak, seventy-six. An- 
nexed is a list of the fleet. 

To this grand fleet the Dutch opposed one equally power- 
ful, and committed the command of it to the JTeer Wasse- 
naov, Baron Opdarn, having under him the two Evertzens 
and Cornelius Tromp, with the best seamen Holland could 
boast. The English fleet p\it to sea in April, and stood over 
to Holland ; but nuieting with bad weather, returned to 
Solebay on the morning of the 1st of June. It is necessary 
here to draw attention to an important fact, which, although 
shrewdly guessed at by Admiral Ekiris in his work on naval 
battles, has been clearly brought to light. Allusion is inado 
to ili(} evolution understood to have been first pi-actiscd by 
Lord llodney, called hrealdng the line ; but tliat this move- 
ment was elfectually and designedly performed on this occa- 
sion 1;>y tlie English fleet there can bo little doubt. 

At noon, on the Lst of June, the Dutch fleet, which left 
the Texel on the 13th May, hove in sight ofi* the English 
c<:)ast ; and a large number of colliers having shortly before 
joined, the greater part of the crews were taken to man the 
ikigiisli fleet, and the duke of York put to sea. The Dutch 
fleet was then supposed to consist of 120 sail, including ten 


manders iri-clhef on rlifTerent foreign and Ijomej stations, with the rank of 
coniniodore only. These commanders-in-chief were permitted to carry 
flags, and on some occasions allowed to hoist the union flag at the main, 
— afc least Charnock asserts this ; hut the probability is, that the flag 
so used was the l)urgee, or swallow-tailed flag ; and possibly the union 
flag, stated by him to have been hoisted as above, was swallow-tailed 
also. 
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fire-sbips. Tlie wind was light firom south-east^ and the Dutch 
fleet bore from the EngUsli about east-soutli-east, a bearing 
which the Duthh endeavoured to keep, in order to insure 
a port of refuge on their own coasts. After working to 
windward all that day and during the night, the ships drop- 
ping anchor when the tide made against them, the Dutch 
fleet, on the morning of the 2nd, w^as still five leagues to 
windward. The chase continued all that day also, ^v^thout 
altering in a great measure the i*elative positions of the fleets : 
but in the evening one of the Dutcli ships having caught 
Are, caused some confusion in their line. 

The chase continued all night with some advantage to the 
English, but early in the morning ‘of the 3rd of Juno, the 
wind changed to south-west, which gave to the English, by 
tacking, the weather-gage ; but the Dutch, unwilling to sur- 
render the advantage, tacked also. The English line w^as 
then formed on the starboard tack, extending several miles, 
Prince Kupert's being the van division, the <luke of York in 
the centre, and the earl of Sandwich in the rear. Opdam, 
also, wtis stationed in the centre of the Diitcli line, Cornelius 
Tromp leading the van. After much manoeuvring, tlie Dutch 
van ships commenced firing upon the centj‘e of the English 
line at 3h. A.M., and the cannonade extended throughout 
the Dutch van and rear of the English as the two fleets 
on oppo.site tacks ; but the 8wiftsure bore tlie prin- 
cipal part of the encounter, and one of tlie Englisli rear 
ships was cut off. At 6h: a.m. the Engllsli fleet again 
tacked by signal, as did also the Dutch, and as tlie two fleets 
again closed, the action recommenced. The Dutch had 
gfdned a little in their Lost tack, but not being able or willing 
to cut the J^nglish line, bore up and passed to leeward, as 
before. The English admiral now made the signal for his 
rear to tack, the sooner to close with the enemy ; but tins 
not being well performed, some little delay and admixture of 
ships occurred, The English line was, however, well formed, 
and Vice-Admiral Sir John Lawson led, followed, two or 
three ships only astern, by the Boyal Charles. At Ih. p.m., 
the van of the Dutch, having again tacked, weathered upon 
the leading English ships ; but although the Dutch had so 
far achieved their object, their defeat wtis the result, for 8 ;xy 3 
the iJTaiTation,” publislxed in 1665, ‘‘We passed so near 
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about the middle of tliem, that we divided ilidr jlee€'' The 
action then became very close and ammated, the ships 
engaging yard-arm and yai"d-arm. The Iloyal Oak, com- 
4 matuled by the bi'avo Lawson (to whom it is highly 'probable 
the honour of first executing that decisive evolution is due), 
did exoeUent aeivice, and the E,oyal Charles engaged Opdam’s 
ship with siieii effect, that about 3h. p,m. she caught hie, and 
l>lew up with the admiral and all on board. The van of the 
]~)utch fleet, without atteTnj)ting to succour the rear thus cut 
off, made for the Texel, followed hy as many sliips as could 
join them, leaving the English in possession of a decisive 
victory. Whether the English sliips which passed through 
the Dutcli line tacked iihmediately afterwards is not tilcarly 
stated ; but the vast number of ships engaged, and the fact 
tliat the principal details are furnished by landsmen, ju'event 
the clearer olucidatioa of the proceedings. 

The loss to the Duteli is recorded to have been as follows : — 
The (i^oneord, eighty-four guns an<l 500 men (bearing the 
Dutch commander-in-cliief’s flag), and the Orange Ti'ee, of 
se'\'^eu(:y-six guns, blown up : four shi])s, baving got foul of 
eacli other, burnt by an English fire-sliip — they were the 
Oonverden, of sixty guns, bearing the flag of Yice-Admiral 
('"am])<ni ; Prince Maurice, fifty, Captain De Wit ; TJtreclit, 
f)rty-fbui’, Ca])tain Jacq. Houdaert ; and a fbrty-gun ship, 
name not known. Three other ships, the M.arseveen, of 
seventy-eight gnus, Captain .De Ileus ; Tergoos, foi*ty-eigbt, 
Capt^dii Cerbr.and Poes ; and Swanenburg, tbiiii}^, Captain 
Cor 7 g\, as Cuyper, also fouled, ami w'cre burnt l)y another 
fire-bid}!. The ]>rincipal ships taken were the Mens, forty- 
six. ; Zclandia, forty-four; CWoIus T., tifty-three ; Delft, 
thirty-two ; ami NMg(3lbooin, fifty-two. Their wdiole loss 
was summed u}) by tire son of Sir W. Penn, as follows : — 
‘Hwenty-four ships taken, burnt, and sunk ; 2,500 ])risoners, 
besides the slain and wounded supposed by Coventry in 
all to amount to 8,000, and by others rated at 6,000 men. 
Among the Dutch commanders killed, l>esides the great 
admiral, of Holland, Opdam,^ Lieutenant- Admirals Cortenaer 
and Steliingworth, and Vice- Admiral Scliram, also fell 

* Tlii.s gallanl; admiral, prior to his joaving .TTollaiid, reoeivod positive 
or«.lera to engiige the linglish fleet under any circumstaneea. Previonaly 
to the action, ho thus expressed hiniaolf bolbre a council of war, which 
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The loss to the English was very severe, and many persons 
of distinctJon fell. Hear- Admiral liobert Sansnin, and the 
earl of Marlborough (a brave seaman, who ^‘ominauded the 
Old James, of sixty-eigbt guns), were killed; Captains John 
Alleson, of the Guinea, Bobert Kirby, of the Breda, and 
John. Chappel, of tlie Glove Tree, also fell ; and among the 
volnnteers, the earl of Portland, earl of Falmoutli, Lord 
MnskeiTy, arkl Honourable Mr. Boyle, second son of tbe 
earl of Cork, wdio, .standing together, were killed by one shot 
on boaid tlio Boyal Charles. Yice- Admiral Sir John Law- 
sou wa.s wounded iti the knee ; but altho-ugh the wound was 
at first deemed of little inipoiLance, yet he died in con- 
sequence on tlie 25fch of the sfime month, at Gi'eenwich. 
The total nuinber killed i.s stated at 250, and the wounded at 
340, and one ship lost. 

On the 3rd and 4th of August, an attack was made by 
Bear- Admiral Sir Thomas Tiddiman u])on a Dutch c<.>nvoy 
in the port of Bergen. The Hector, Captain John Cuttle, 
was sunk by tbe Dutch, w'ith her captain, and crew (except 
twenty-.fj.ve), and Captains Thomas Searle, John H, Utber, 
Tlionias Haward, William .Ijfiwsou, James Cadman, Yincent 
Pearce, and James Lamb, with many men, also fell a sacrifleo 
to the indisoniet nature of the attack. Foii.i‘ Dutcli shi|)s of 
\Yt\v and tiMi niercliant sldps were taken in the following 
month by the same commander. 

IGGG. — In the month of May, Captain Piiineas Pett, in 
command (.>f the Tiger frigate, was killed in action ’'*dth a 
Zealand ]>rivateer of forty guns. Tlie action was eon ..nued 
alter the death of the captain by tlie lieutenant, but tlie 
Tiger being disabled iu her masts, the privateer escaped. 

The Dutch, having recovered from their sevei-e losses, 
fitted out a iieet, under the command of Admirals De Buyter, 
Cornelius Ti‘oin]), and Evertzen ; the English hoet w'as also 
fitted out in equal f(.n-ce, but, unhappily, the duke of Albe- 
marle and Pi'ince BtipeiL shared the command. A good 
feeling had never existed between these men, and the sequel 
proved how greatly that want of iinaniinity injured the 
pnlilic service. The squadron of Prince Bupei't had been 

had recommended his declining the combat, — I atn entirely in your 
sentiments ; but here are my orders. To-morrow my head shall be 
bound with laurel or with cypress.*' 
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detached from the other division of the fleet hy a false report 
of the sailing of a rrench fleet, and the duke of Albemarle, 
at daybreal^ on the morning of the 1st of June, was 
lying at the back of the Goodwin, expecting the pi'inoe to 
rejoin, and in order to expedite the junction, weighed with 
the intention of proceeding to the westward. At 7h. A.M, 
the signal was made that the Dutch fleet was at anchor to 
leeward, in number eighty sail, or, according to Lediard, 
seventy-one sad of tlie line, twelve frigates, thirteen fire- 
ships, and eight yachts, cairying 4,716 guns and 22,000 
men. The duke’s force amoxmted to nb more than sixty 
ships, with which liis grace unadvisedly bore down' on the 
Dutch, The English being close upon them, the Diitcli cut 
or slipped, and stood under easy sail to the northw^ard on the 
larboard tack. The wind was blowing fresh from south- 
west, and in accordance with the usual practice, the English 
maintained the weather-gage, altliough the ships were unable 
to open their lee lower deck ports in consequence. The 
Dutch, on the other hand, were enabled to open their weather 
poi*ts, and therefore committed great slaughter and damage 
on the English sliips. The action was desperate ; Tromp’s 
ship) was so much injured, that he shifted his flag to another ; 
De E-iiyter, also, was severely handled, and one Dutch ship 
was blown ii]). At the latter end of this day’s fight the 
Henry, bearing the flag of Sir John Harman, rear-admiral 
of the White, was surrounded by Dutch shij)s, one commanded 
by xldmiral Evertzen, but performed prodigies of valour. 
Admiral 35vei*tzen was killed, and three of the assailants, 
which api^ear to have been fire-ships, were sunk. Sir J ohn 
Harman’s ship w£is reduced to an unmanageable state, and 
hiins(3lf severely wounded ; and, having beaten olf his enemies, 
he was obliged to make for Harwich. The ])art j)erformed 
by Lieutenant Thomas Lamming, of the Henry, ought to be 
recorded. This officer, observing the imminent danger to 
which the ship was exj)osed from a fire-sliip> which had 
fouled, jumped on board, and finding by the light of the 
fire the fastenings of the grappling-irons, cast them loose, 
and then retuiTied to his own ship. The lieutenant was 
immediately promoted for his conduct. 

Sir William Berkeley, vice-admiral of the Wliite, with 
two shiijs, was attacked by an overpowering force, himself 
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and the major part of his crew killed, and the three vessels 
taken. ^ Night coming on, the fleets separated. On the 2nd 
the wind wss moderate, and for one part calm ; this interim 
was occupied by both parties in refltting the rigging and 
repairing damages, the English, especially, being much shat- 
tered. Shortly after noon, the wind coming from the south- 
ward, the fleets closed, and the acrtion recommenced with 
vigour. Tromp was again hard pressed^ and must have been 
captured, ^d not De iluyter rescued him, and the Dutch 
vice-admbS; Hulst, was killed by a musket-ball. The Dutch 
were at one time nearly beaten, and had the squadron of 
Prince Kupert been present, as it might have been, a decisi ve* 
victory would have been obtained. On this day, three 
English ships were disabled, and night agfiin separated the 
combatants. 

On the 3rd the wind was from the eastward, and the 
Dutch, reinforced by sixteen fresb ships, boi’e down to attack 
the English. Under these circumstances, the duke of Albe- 
marle bore up, in the hope of being joined by Pxince Eupert. 
The fleet retreated in good order, having sixteen ships in line 
abreast, to protect the rear, and tlie disabled ships, except 
three wliich were destroyed, ahead. Tlie Dutch pursued 
under all sail, but could not get up until 5h. p.m., when they 
recommenced firing, but to very little purpose. Before that 
time, however, twenty sail were descried aliead, wliic’.h proved 
to be Pi’ince Eupei-t’s squadron ; but in edging down, the 
sooner to effect a junction, the largest British ships touched 
on the Galloper. A ll went over the sands except the Royal 
Princje, seventy-eight, beaniig Yice-Adinfral Sir George 
Ayscue’s flag, whicli ship was taken possession of by the 
Dutch, and the admiral and crew being first removed, was set 
on fire and destroyed. Night again coming on, and Prince 
Rupert having joined, the Dutch hauled their wind, followed 
by the English ; and on the 4th, between eight and nine 
o’clock, the battle was again renewed. Sir Cliristopher 
Myngs w^as the first to commence, and he engaged the Dutch 
until his ship was disabled, when he bore up. This brave 
officer received a musket-ball in the throat, but could not be 

* The Dutch, with a noble feeling, embalmed the body of Sir Williain 
Berkeley, and placed it in the cliapel of the great church, at the Hague, 
to await the pleasure of King Chivrlee as to its disposaL 
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prevailed upon to quit the deck, nor to have the wound 
dressed, stanching the bleeding with his hand ; but half an 
hour afterwards he received another and a mortal w^ound. 
Sir Joseph Jordan had his flag in the Royal Oak, and that 
gallant old sciaman again took his full share in the hard-fought 
battle, boarding and setting fire to a Dutch vice-admii-als 
ship, and having upwai’ds of 100 men killed and wounded 
ill the four days ; and although victory leaned to the side of 
the Dutch, failure was not attributable to a hn|k either of 
skill or valour on the part of individual cominanaers. Most 
of the Englisli ships were greatly disabled, and nine or ten 
taken or destroyed. The loss in men was very severe, 
amounting, according to Evel^ai, to 600 killed, 1,100 wonnded,^ 
and 2,000 prisoners. Captains riiilemon. Bacon, Thomas 
Whitty, Jehery Dare, Roger Miller, J ohn Coppin, and Peter 
Mootliam, were a/mong the killed in this severe action. Had 
a propeu* feeling subsisted between the joint cointnandors-in- 
chief, or had the duke of Albemarle lieen a sailor, a com- 
I)leLe victory, instead of a partial defeat, would have been 
obtained. 

Notwithstanding these heavy losses, both fleets were, at 
sea again in the course of a few weeks ; but the Dutch being 
first out of port, paraded in gi*eat force off the mouth of the 
Thames. Erom this their threatening attitude, however, 
they were soon driven by the appr<uich, of the English fleet, 
which,, by great industry, wa.s again equipped, and jointly 
commanded, as before, by Prince Itnpert and tlie drike of 
Albemarle. I n this instance both admirals were embarked 
in tluij same ship, llie fleet, as recorded by Pepys, in his 
Diary, from Sir W, Coventiy’s statement, coi.isisted of eighty- 
nine men-of-war, ami l>ut one of tlieni a fifth-nito (tlie Sweep- 
stakes, of forty guns), and eighteen fire-shij)s. Tlie Loyal 
London, wliich l>ore Sir Jeremy Smith’s flag, was considered 
tlie finest ship in the world, ami earned 800 men. The flag- 
oflicers were Sir Joseph Jordan, Sir Robert Holmes, Sir 
Thomas Allen, Sir Jeremy Smith, Sir Thomas Tiddiman, 
and Sir Edward Spragge ; and Captains Richard Utber aiid 
John Kemptliorn also bore flags. The Dutch fleet wanted 
one ship of being equal with the English, and was eorn- 
manded, as before, by De Ruyter, Trom]), and Everfczen. 

On the 25th of July the fleets met off the North Pore- 



THE BIHTISH N/lVT, 


61 


land. The action was commenced by the White squadron, 
under Sir Thomas Allen, Avho at noon engaged Ev ortzen\s 
squadron ; and shortly afterwards the lx(id squadron also 
engaged De Kuyter, and the fight continued three hours 
Avith varied success. EA^eitzen’s squadron was put to flight 
by Sir Thomas Allen, Admiral Evertzen, Vice-Admiral De 
Vries, and Hear- Admiral Goenders, being killed. Vice- 
Admiiul Bancqiiert’s ship Avas taken and burnt, as wa.s also 
the Bneik, of fifty guns. The Hed squadron Avas also sue- 
c<;)ssful : the Giioldei-land, of sixty-six. guns, Admiral De 
Kuyter s second astern, AA^as disabled, and his s(|uadron so 
hardly 2 >ressed, that, being deserted by most of his shijjs, he 
at length bore iij), and joined his squadron to leeAvard. Eor 
some considerable time the ships of the English and Dutch 
cominan.dcrs-in-chief were engaged single-handed. Tromp’s 
squadron was attacked Avith eqiuil Aigour by Sir Jeremy 
Smith and the Blue squadron, and so eager Avcr<3 the com- 
batants, that 1 ) 0 til edged off the wind, find separated from 
the iiuiin body of tlie fleets. Tromp’s rear-aclmiixil, Houtupi, 
Avas killed, and his Adee-admirars shi}) i-educed to .a w^reck, 
AAdth the loss of ujAyards of 100 men, killed and Avounde(,l 
On the part of tlie English, the llesolution was burnt by a 
Dutch thc-ship, and OapiainH John Parker of the No,iisuch, 
Hugh Seymour of tlie Foresight, William Martin, Joseph 
Saudei's, ami A.rtluir Ashby, lost tlieir lives in this despm*ate 
eu counter. The Dutch sustained a complete defeat, and 
Avere i^ursued into tlie Weiliiigs, none lamenting tlie necessity 
more tlxaii De liny ter. ^ Twenty of their shi}j.s are re- 
jiorted to haA’e been sunk or burnt, and 4,000 men killed 
and drowned in tliis action. 

The Englisli fleet continued off tJie coast, destroying 
Dutch shL})]>ing, and on tlie 8th of August Ivoar- Aflmiitil 
Sir Bobert Ilohnes and Sir William Joiinings, with a num- 
ber of fire-shi[).s, were de.s])atched to destroy a large fleet of 
mei'chant A^essels in the Vlie and at Sclielling; Tire Aviud 
not being faAmurable, tlie expetlition AA^orked u^^ A\"ith some 
difliculty to the anchorage at Schelling, AAdiere, on tlie Otli, 
they destroyed IGO Dutch merchant ships, and two slops of 


* Campbell attributes to De HuA^ter the exclamation * ^ What a WTetch 
ami 1 amongst so many thousand bullets is there not one to put me out 
of my j.^am ?*" 
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war* The English then landed and burnt the town of 
Bandaris, I osing only six in en altogether. ^ 

l>e Iliiyter again put to sea with seventy-nine ships, and 
passed Dover on the way to Bochelle, where a French fleet 
of forty sail was lying ready to join them. Prince Rupert 
inunediately pumied with a superior force ; and De Ruyter 
took refuge in Boulogne Roa^, and hauled the ships so 
close in shore, that they could not be easily approached 
by large ships. While preparations were making for an 
attack by boats and fire-ships, a heavy gale came on, drove 
Prince Rupert off the coast, and obliged him to proceed to 
St. Helen’s. In the meaiwhile, the French fleet flt’om 
Rochelle had put to sea, but being separated in the gale, 
Sir Thomas Allen fell in with a part, and captured the 
Ruby, of 1,000 tons and seventy guns. The French admiral, 
wanting only an excuse to return to port,, deemed this suf- 
ficient, and relinquished his intention of joining the Dutch ; 
the Duteli also returned into port.. 

On the 2e^th of December a squadron of six sail, under the 
command of Oominodore Robei^t Robinson in the VV^arspight, 
fell in with and engaged a Dutch squadron of fi ve sail off 
the coast of Noiway, three of which, including the Dutch 
commodore’s ship, were captured after a shoit action. 

1607. — On the 4th of February tlic ten-gun ketch Dept- 
ford, Commander Mark Pearce, fought a gallant action near 
Alderney, with an armed French squadron convoying 
merchant vessels. Altliough the enemy’s force was much 
superior, the Dej)tford engaged and dispersed it, and cap- 
tured a frigate-built merchant sliip of 400 tons, mounting 
six guns. 

On the oth of Februaiy the fifty-gun ship St. Patrick, 
Captain Robert Sanders, having a fire-ship in company, 
fell in with two Dutch ships of war olF the Noith 
Foreland. Although the St. Patrick was scarcely half- 

^ Tills expedition, though executed by the English, was j)rojected by 
one Lawrence Van Heemskirk, a Dutchman, a deserter from Admiral 
Opdam's fleet. A fter the return of the English fleet from their successful 
enterjirise, this man was bos.sting in the hearing of King Charles II. of 
the bl«>ody revenge he had taken U|ion his country, when that monarcli 
with flteniness bade him withdraw, and never again presume to ajipear 
in his presence, A considerable sum of money was, ho wever, sent him. 
with which he retired to Venice. 
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manned, Captain Sanders determined on fighting, and after 
taking the gi'eatest part of the men out of the fire-ship, 
bore down upon the two ships, each of the same size as the 
St. Patrick. After a desperate action, in which Captain 
Sanders was killed, the St, Patrick was ovei-powered and 
captured. 

While a treaty of peace was negotiating at Breda^ De 
Witte was putting in foroe a most treacherous proceeding. 
Although our magazines, storehouses, and dockyards were 
well filled, and ships were in sufficient number, Cliai'les had 
been persuaded tliat nothing was to be feared from the 
Dutch, and that they, on the contrary, were much disposed 
to })ea.ce, and only two small squadrons were fitted out, 
commanded by Reai*- Admiral Sir John Harman and Sir 
J eremy Smith. 

On the lOtli of May, being off St. Christopher *3 with only 
twelve frigates, Sir John Harman^ fell in with the Frtjnch and 
Dutch squadrons united, commanded by M. de la Barre and 
Commodore Kniysen, and together consisting of twenty -two 
ships, having 1,300 soldiers on hoard. The great inferiority 
of his force was not considered, but the bravo adinii'al 
immediately closed with his adversaries.^ The English ships 
wei'e surrounded ; but being vrell su];)poi"ted by his ofllcera, 
Sir Jolin obtained a complete victory, and succeeded in 
burning five or six of the enemy’s ships, and in sinking 
several others. The Dutch commodore was so displeased 
with the French, that he departed from St. Kitt’s in disgust, 
leaving them at anchor there. Sir John Harman taking 
advantage of this withdrawal, entered the harbour, and 
burnt and sank every remaining ship, wdth tlie loss of eighty 
men ; Captain Arthur Laugharno, of the Colchester, was 
among the killed. Sir Jolm concluded his successes by re- 


* Cliarnock, in liis '^Biogi'aphiaNavaiia,” vol. i. p, 100, thinks it hardly 

P ossible Sir J olin Harman could have been, at thia tim€j, in the West 
ndies ; and is of opinion that the action was conducted to its successful 
issue) by Sir J ohn Berry, the commodore in command of the squadron. 
Tlie above, however, i.s from I)r. Campbell. 

Sir John Hannan about the time of this action was suffering much 
from the gout ; yet, ujion the discovery of the enemy’s fl(^et, 3je got up 
and walked about, giving his orders as usual, till the fight was over, 
when he again l)ecame lame. 
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taking Surinam from tlie Dutch : Captain Thomas Wil- 
loiighby was killed in assisting at this recapture. 

On the 7th of June De Euyter, with seventy ship.s, appeared 
off tJie TJmines, and sent in a squadron to attack Shcx'rness, 
Kear-Admiral Sir Edward Spragge was stationed in the 
river with a small squadron^ and hearing of tlie meditated 
attack, he drew together such forces as he pould obtain, to 
])revent that tovm from falling into their hands; but the 
garrison being ill prepared, he was unable to offer any 
effeetuiil resistance. The fort was tlierefore taken, and the 
magazines of stores burnt and plundered. On the 11th of 
June tlic^ duke of Albemarle anived at Chatham, but there, 
also, was found the fatal result of the king’s bad policy. 
ScaTcely 1,000 men were employed in the dockyards, and 
those so distracted by the near a])proach of the em^my, that 
tliey were of little service. The boats and vessels belonging 
to the yard were, for the most employed in I'emoving 
tlie property of the commissioner and others to a pla<xi of 
safety,, instead of prejiaring to resist the invaders. Every- 
th ing was disoriler and confusion, and all that could be done 
waste raise two tciyiporary batteries, constructed of rotten 
j)lanks, . w'hi(;li were hastily manned. A paiiy under Captain 
Winton was next des{>atched to strengthen the garrison of 
Upnor Castle. The duke then proceeded to sink ships in 
the Medway, to prevent the ftniher progress of the Dutch; 
but these offered no .olistacle, for a high tide and a strong 
eastciiy wind cariied their ships over. 

At about lOh. a. m, on tlie 12th, the enemy advanced 
with two sliips of war and five or six fire-sliips, capturing 
the Unify, Mattldas, and Crane, in their way up the Med- 
way, whicli they a.scended as fiu’ as Upnor Castle. On 
Thursilay morning, ITpnor Castle, in exjiecjtation of being 
besieged, was ^vell garrisoned. Tavo ships fired upon the 
castle for some time Avithout doing inucli damage, while 
s(3veral fire-ships advanced higher up, where they Imrnt the 
Loyal Ijondon, Great James, and iloyal Oalc,^ and carried 
off the Royal Charles in triumph, after which the Dutch 
retired, without doing any further injur}’’, and got safe out 
to sea, Avitli the loss of two small ships only. 

^ It was ill this sinp that the heroic Captain Douglas chose to meet 
his death rather than leave his station without orders. 
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On tlie 29tli of July, twenty ships of tlie Dutcli fleet, still 
blockading* the lower Thames, ventur(id up as far as the 
Hope, at which j)]ace Sir Edward 8pragge and Sir Josejjli 
Jordan, witli ii few ships, were lying, who iustautly got 
under Avay, and began to engage. Sir Edward drovt^ the 
Dutch baek as far as the Nore, and deo{)]y inust tlios(? 
commanders liave regretted the paucity of their force, which 
oliliged them to rcliinpiish the pursuit. One Dutcli liro-shi|> 
was Imrnt in the fiver. Another attempt made by the 
Dutch to advance up the river was also defe‘ated by the 
l>ravery of Sir hklward Spi*agge, avIio, in ret-iim, atiaiiked 
th eni in tiie lIo])e, and ot>lige<l them to I’otri'at. In tlie 
course of a fjw days, on the conclusion of a peace, the Dutcli 
withdrew fi'om the ri\ei*, and retnrncd to their own coasts. 
In tlm Nortli Sea, Sir Jeremy Smith meantime captured a 
vast number of merchant vessels, and also a Hhi[) of v ar. 

l()l)7. -“Oii tin?. 17t]i of May, Cajitain ll.enry Dawes, in 
command of the- Elizabeth frigate, engaged two Danish men- 
of-war, each of forty guns. Captain Dawes \\ as killed by 
a cannori-l)all, and the lieutenant being desperately wounde(l, 
the command devolved on tho ina.ster, who also soon shared 
the fate of the cajd-ain ; to the master succeeded tbe gunner, 
who, with tho lemaining crew, continued the action, and 
c^iirriod tlic shi]) safely into |>ort. 

1668. — SirT. Allen,in eonjunction with a Dutcli foi'ce under 
Van Glient, redmied the [liratical states to entire sulijection. 

1669. — On tlie 29th of Dc(*ombci*, lGt)9, as thn Mary 
Hose, a tliird-rate, carrying forty-eight guns, with a crew of 
230 men, commauderl by Captain Jviliii l\emj>tlioi*ii, was 
convoying a fleet of merchant sliips tli rough the Straits of 
(libraltar, seven large Algm-ine corsairs, full of men, stood 
towav<ls Imr. Captain Iveinpthorn or<]ered the conv'oy to 
make sail, while ho, singleduvuded, advanced to engage this 
formida.lile force. The Algerinc^s attacked tlie Mary Rose 
with mueli fury, and boarded her ; but. were beaten off willi 
considoralde loss. ^ 

‘ Tlio above is as recorded by Campbell ; V)ut tliere is an oriq-inal 
picture representing thi.s engagement, in tho Hunted Hall at Greeawidi, 
undcrnoaLli vviiich are the Ibllowing lines : — ■ 

Two we burnt, and two we sunk, and tvvo did run away ; 

And one wc carried to J.eghorn lioads, to sbow^we’d won the day.” 

VOL. I. F 
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IGVU. — III the month of July the Advice frigate, Captain 
Benjamin Young, liad a severe engagement off Cape de Catt 
with seven A Igerine corsairs. After a long and gallantly- 
sustained conflict, the Algerines were beaten off witli con- 
siderable loss ; but the Advice also had the captain and seven 
men killed, and lifteen wounded. 

V^ioe-Admiral Sir Edward Spragge was very successful 
while coinmander-in -chief of the Mediterranean ffeet, and in 
particular in liis operations against the Algerines. 

1672. — Sir Edwai-d Spragge continued in command of the 
squadron employed in suppressing the depredations of the 
corsairs. In 1672 Commodore llichard Beach, of the Mon- 
iiiouth, one of Sir Edward’s squadron, caj)tured a very largo 
pmatc, mounting forty guns, and carrying 350 men. Com- 
modore Beach was particularly successful while on this 
.station, aud fouglit many desperate actions vv^ith tliese law- 
los.s maramlc'rs, Tbi.s continued series of disastei’s had tlie 
desired effect ; the Algerinc.s rose upon and assassinated the 
dey, and elected another in his stead, who made peace with 
the English. 

The peace with Holland continued till the year 1672, 
when it appearing desirable to quarrel. Sir llobert Holmes 
was ordered to intercept tlie Hutch homeward-bound Smyrna 
fleet, and under tlie pretence of demajjding the homage of 
the flag, which it was kiiowm would be resisted, to capture 
them. The Hutch fleet, consisting of seventy-two .sail of 
merchaut s]ii[)S, under the convoy of six ships of w-ar arrived 
in the Cbannol earlier than wa.s anticipated, and Sir Jlobert 
Holmes had only .sufficient time to take w'ith him seven or 
eight slii-ps, witii Avhich, on the 13th of March, lie fell in 
Avitli them off (:he Isle of Wight. The Hutch being fully 
|>reparcd, lie .met w'itli no great success, and wra-s liiiuself 
.severely Avoumled. He however continued all day ^mgjiging 
them, and on tluj next day his brother, Captain J ohn llolines, 
in the (Uoucester, captured a ship of fifty-four guns, com- 
manded by Captain J ohn Van Hes, Avho was killed ; and 
this, Avitli tw^o or three small shljis, formed all the advantage 
which accrued. King Charles shortly afterwards ordcrinl all 
Hutch ships to be seized, and on the 17tli of March published 
his declaration of w^ar. 

Towards the end of April, having received intelligence that 
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a squadron of Algeiine corsairs was lying in Bugia Bay, Bir 
Edward determined on attacking them. The expedition 
was liowever delayed till the 2nd May, when the boats ot‘ 
the fleet, commanded by Lieutenant Dominick Nn gent, pro- 
ceeded on this ser\nce, but owing to the premature ignition 
of one of the fire-ships, the attack faded. On the 8th. a 
second attempt was made, in which Captain Leonard Harris, 
commanding the Little Victory flre-ship, and Captains John 
Pearce and Edward Finn, commanding divisions of boats, 
dij^tinguLshed themselves. The fleet, taking advantage of a 
breeze of wind, stood close in to the batteries and opened 
fire, and although the corsairs were protected by a strong 
boom and secured in the best manner from injury, yet the 
first was destroyed after much labour by the boats, and a fire- 
ship w^e 1.1 directed being sent in among them, the wdiole, 
numbering ten ships, mounting from tliirty-four to twenty- 
four guns, were totally destroyed. On the |)art of the 
English, seventeen men were killed and forty-one wounded. 

The khiglish being joined by the French, a fleet of forty’ 
8hi})s, under (Jouiit d’EstreCvS, arrived at Portsmouth on the 
3rd of Mtiy, where the English fleet, of nearly 100 sail, was 
also lying, un<lei‘ the command of the duke of York; thc' 
earl of Sandwicli l>eing admiral of the Blue squadron. Tliis 
large fleet put to sea, and on tlio 19th of May discovered. 
Dutch about eight leagues east-south-east of the Gun- 
fleet ; but tliick weather came on, and the combined flet.'t 
anchored in Solebay, and remained till the 28th, when tln^ 
DiitcTi unexpectedly a})peared in the oiling. Many shi])s cut 
tlieir cal>les, so iniicli were they taken hy st-iquise, and 
utmost .speed was neces.sai"y to enable .them to get ready to 
receive the enemy. The Dtitch fleet consisted of seven 
large ships and foi'ty frigates, commanded by Admirals I)e 
Huy ter, Banequert, and Van Ghent. 

The aetjon comnieiiced at 8h. a.:sl with an attack upon 
Count (VEstrees l)y Atlmiral Banequert, The .Frencli 
acquitted themselves with much braveiw at the outset, but 
in a short time bore up and left tlie figlit. The duke of 
York’s s(|uadron was next assailed l>y De B/uyter, and tlie 
Bt. Michael, bearing his royal highness’s flvg, lost her nuiin- 
topmast, and was so injured tliat the duke thought it neces- 
sary to shift his flag to the Loyal London. 

F 2 
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The earl of Sandwich, at the head of the Bine squadron, 
evinced most exemplaiy bravery. His dag was dying in the 
Iloyal James, of 100 guns, which, being the largest })resent, 
wjis the inaih for which ev'eiy ship aimed. The Great Hol- 
land, 80, Captain Adiian' Br«ackel, lirst atta.cked her, and 
v/as soon supported by Van Ghent and a squadron of lire- 
sliips. The Great HoUand hiid the Boyal Janies alongside, 
and endoavourod to board, while Van Ghent also attacked 
her, and against these combined enemies tlio condict was 
maintained for a long time. Van Ghent was killed, three 
Dutch iii'e^ships sunk, and the Great Holland beaten off with 
tlie loss of her ca])tain and most of the officers, as well as 
two>tliirds of her crew. For near tive hours the lioyal 
James was thus closely beset, and being gi*eatly damaged, 
tnul liaving lost many of her spars, she fell to leewai“d of the 
Bine division, tlie ships of which for the time too closely 
jiressed to attend to the admiral. At length a Dutch 
d re-ship boarded, and set her on fire. At this time, 
of 1,000 men who had composed lier crew at the commence- 
ment of the action, 600 were lying dead on the dock ; the 
remainder, unable to extinguish tlie dames, except some few 
who escaped, perished, in tlie ship, the earl of SaiKlwieh 
among the nuniber. Captain Sir Kichard Haddock miracu- 
lously escaped, having been picked up out of the sea badly 
wounded. 

The confusion caused by the death of Van Ghent made ifc 
necessmy^ for the Dutch to withdraw from the contest, whicli 
gave tlie Blue s(|uadron an opjioi-tunity of uniting with the 
<luke of Yoi'lc’s, which was at that time attacked liy the 
nnitod squadrons of Banequert and Dc Buyter. Tims rein- 
forc<.Hl, tlie duke of York was enaliled to make some impres- 
sion upon the Dutch. Cornelius Evcrtzeii vras killed, and 
Do Bii}i:cr and Eear-Admiral Allemand narrowly escaped 
dijstniction from a fire-shij).^ 

Do Buy ter being weu ruled, his ship disabled, and having 
lost loO men, Avas obliged to-quit tlie combat. The late 


’ During tlie late w;ir, fire-ii^hips were knind, for tlie most part, useloss ; 
t)ut in the times of wljioh we are treating, they must have been rcganic'd 
518 eru.*mies of no ineaii descri]>tion, as, from the vast nunibeT of ships 
then con niionly composed a fleet, much injury was almost ceiiytin 
to result from their em|>loyment. 
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Van Oliont’s squadron being restored to some order, tlnm 
made sail to the support of De Ituyter’s and. Trom|)’s. 
squadrons, and the fury of tlie fight was renewed ; but the 
Frencli still kept at a distance. At about nine at night the 
fire slackened, and, as both fleets liad suHered sevei’cly, a 
separation took place, as if by mutual consent, the Dufccli 
retiring to tlie north w'^ard unmolested. The Joss on both 
sides seems to have been nearly equal. The English liad four 
ships burnt, sunk, or disabled, among which numhcr was the 
Itoyal James ; and the Dutch lost three of their largest shi}»s, 
— one sunk, a second burnt, and a third captured, and the 
Great Holland reduced to a siiildng state. 

Bet the loss in men proves more clearly how des]3ci'ate must 
have bo('n the action. Bcsi<les the earl of Sandwich, there 
w'era slain Ca])tains Digby, of the Henry ; OeolFrey Pearce, 
of the St. George ; John Wateiwvoith, of the Anno ; Si, 
Frotclieville Hollos, of the Gain bridge ; Sir John Cox, of 
the IVince ; Willoughby Hannam, of tlie Triinnpli ; William 
Finch, of the Orowui ; and Ezekiel Yennis : and of A'olunteers, 
Lord Maidstone, Mr. Montagu, Sir Philip (Carteret, Sir 
Charles Harbooi’d, Mi*. Trevanion, and many others ; and of 
other officers and seamen, 2,500, and as many Avoundod. 
The Dutch did not imblish any list of their loss ; but De 
Jlny t(?i’ described^tlie action in his letter as the hardest-fought 
battle lie had ever wntncjsscd. 

1673. — The island of St. Helena was taken from tin- 
English by the .Dutcli, but reca|)tured by a squadron of four 
ships of w'ar, commanded by Commodore Richard Munden, 
homewTiT'd-bound from the East Indies. This service w^as so 
acceptable to the English government, that the cominodm'e 
was knighted in consequence. 

In th() s[>ring of this year an insufheient fleet w\as fitted 
out, and the comm and given to Piince Bupert, — the duke of 
York being excluded by the Test Act, recently |)asscd, from 
holding tlie command. PaHy feeling appears to liave de- 
j>rivcd the fleet of the services of several talented admirals, 
and gi*eat discontent prevailed everywdiere. The Count 
d’Estrees, witli his fleet, was still nominally attached to the 
English fleet ; but it would appear, from tlio concurrent 
testimony of historians, that the l^reneh 'would liave better 
served England liad they remained in their owui ]>orts. 
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On the 28th Maj an action took place^ the fleets being 
neai‘ly equal. Sir John Harnian, in the Lomlou, was vice-if 
admiral under Prince Pupert, and Sir Edward Spragge com- 
manded tlie Blue squadron. The combined fleet l)eing to 
windward, l)ore down 'upon the Dutch, and Sir Edward 
S|>ragge, in the Royal Prince, gallantly attacked 'JVomp. 
Troinp was thrice obliged to shift his flag, the ships he fought 
in being disabled. The Dutidi were so furiously attacked, 
tliat they were nnder the necessity of retreating, taking 
refuge among the sands off their coasts, where tliey knew 
the English would not follow them. 

No further fight occurred till the 4th of June, when, 
being reinforced by a number of fresh ships, the Dutch again 
juit to sea. The comhinod English and French fleets, in 
or(\gr to draw the Dutch off tlie coast, made sail away : but 
at Sh. P.M., having shortened sail, to allow tbe Dutch to 
close, an action began. Spragge and Trom)), as usual, vied 
with eaeli, other in acts of braveiy, and their squadrons en- 
gaged ship to shi|», with great slaughter on both sides. Cap- 
tains PJcliard. White, of the Wai*sj>ight, tTolin Tempest, and 
Tliornas Foiiles, were among tlic number killed. The fight 
lasted till lOli. P.M., when the Date)) lianJed to the wind, 
Mud rt3 tired, as befoi'e, to the shelter of their own flats. 
Neither fleet lost a ship in this battle. 

llaving landed tlieir wounded, and slightly refitted, the 
combined fleets put to sea on the 17th of July witli 4,000 
troo])s, intending to make a descent upon the coast of Zea- 
land. The fleet arrived off the Maese, but, witliout landing, 
distracted the attention of the Dutch by para-ding before 
tlieir coast, and taking a rich Indiaman in their sight. The 
Dutch fleet bore tliis for a fortnigbt, Wlieu it again put to 
s(‘a ill great force, consisting of more tlian 100 sail, com- 
manded by Admirals Do Ruy^tcr and Baiicquert, while the 
combined licet, including thirty Frencli, consisted of ninety 
ships. The Dutch manoeuvred in tlie night to get in shore 
of the comliined fleet, and on the lao ruing of the lltliot 
August being to windward, bore down to the attack. The 
Frencli, wdiioh had jueviously been (iistributed among the 
hlnglish .ships, were on this occasion in a sepaiute squadron, 
and at the iirst onset made sail away, leaving the English to 
fight the battle alone. The English admiral, thus deserted, 
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found it advisable to retreat towards his own shores, pre- 
serving the order of sjnling ; and a mrining hglit ensued. 
Tronip and Spragge, as before, singled out each other’s ships, 
the former in the G-olden Lion, the latter in the lloyd 
Prince. Spraggc backed his main-topsail to wait Tromp’s 
coming up ; an4 after severe lighting for three hours, the 
Royal Prince was disabled.^ Spragge then took his boat, 
and went on board the St. <3eorge, where he rchoisted his 
flag. Tromp also, about the same time, changed his flag 
into the Comet, and these comparatively fresh ships, renewed 
the light with fliry. The St. Oeorge, after engaging some 
time, lost her mainmast, and the determined S[>ragge again 
took to his barge, intending to go on hom’d tlie Royal 
Ohai'les ; but in this he disap|)omted, for he had hardly 
quitted the St. George when the boat was sunk by |j|shot, 
and he was drowned close alongside the ship. The fight 
continued till night, when the Dutch hauled off, and re- 
turned to their own coast. 

Yico-Admiral the earl of Ossory gained much distinction 
by going to the rescue of the Royal Prince ; and Sir J ohn 
Kempthorn and Sir John Chichcly also rendered themselves 
cons])icaous by their gallantry. Admirals Sir John Barman 
and Sir John Holmes, with Oaptains William Davies, Robert 
Stout, George Leggo, Sir J ohn Beny, Sir Jolin Ernie, Sir 
Roger Strickland,, and Richfird. Carter, wore also honour- 
ably mentioned by Prince Rupert. Captains Sir William 
Reeves, Francis Courtenay, J<.>h.n Hayward (sem), .Richard 
Le Neve, and John Price, were killed in this memorable 
engagement, ^ 

Of ships the loss to the English was inconsiderable ; but 
from the large nuiriber of soldiers on boai’d, the slaughter 
wEkS very great: liistorian.s, how^evor, ai-e silent ii})on tills 
point. There is little doubt that, had the French done ever 

* liofore Sir Edward quitted the Royal Prmce that ship was wholly 
disiiiasted/nioat of her u}>pGr tier of guns disabled, and 400 out of the 
ToO men wlio had eoinposed her crew killed or wounded. *J'n this 
situation a large ship bore down on lier with two lire-ships, intending to 
take or destroy Iior ; but tlie gunner, Itichard Leake, father to the sub- 
sequently renowned Sir d oliu Leake, took connuand of the ship, which, 
it is said, was about to he surrendered by the lieutenant, sunk the fire- 
ships, obliged the man-of-war to sheer off, and preserved the ship from 
capture. 
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so little ill supj)ort of their conii:?clerates, a different result 
might have been obtained ; but. as the matter stands, it 
would be vain to deny the victory to the Butch, although 
they carried off’ no trophy. We cannot attribute the con- 
duct of B'Estrees to pusillanimity, but rather to the orders 
he liad received from his government ; nor the mistbidune of 
the English to any other cause than the folly of depending 
on an ally who had so ropeatedty evinced a lukewarmness, 
from wliicli nothing but desertion in time of need ought to 
have been expected.^ A treaty of peace was shortly after- 
wards set on foot, and a yieace concluded. 

1G74. — We must next record a chivalrous battle between 
Captain Thomas (son of Sir John) Harman, in tlio Tiger, and 
the Schaerles Dutch ship of thirty-six guns, fought on the 
23 rd Fcbniary. 

The action is thus narrated by Campbell : The Schaerles, 
Captain Paschall De Witte, of thirty-six guns and 140 men, 
mot with Ca])tairi. Harman in the Tigm*, a small English 
frigate, which had been careening at Tangiers, and came with 
him to Cadiz. The Biianiards jesting with Be Witte, and 
telling him that he durst not fig] it the English captain, and 
that this made tlicm so good friends. Admiral Ev^eri^z lieard 
it, and tliereujiori told Bo Witte that lie must, foi* tlie honour 
of his nation, cliallengc Captain Harman. He did so, and 
his admiral lent liim sixty mariners and seventy soldiers. 
Captain Harman had but 184 men in all ; however, he stood 
out to sea, and fairly engaged the Butch frigate in sight of 
tlm town. TJieir ships were within pistol-shot before either 
fired, and then Cajdain Harman’s broadside brought down 
the Dutchman’s mainmast, and killed and wounded four- 
score men. 4’hc Fmglish captain followed up his advantage, 
(uitfu ed tlie enemy ’ kS vessel with his resolute crew, ami became 
master of the .ship in an hour’s time ; but she \vas (piite dis- 

‘ <^Tily ofricc;!’ in the French fleet who appeared to tiiink it was 
his duty to figiit was Kear- Admiral do Martel, who, witii four .ships, 
mai n tallied a very gallatit action against tlie Putch, by wliom he was 
nearly overpov/ered. ' The reward of his honesty, however, i.s too clear a 
proof of the correctness of the view we have above taken, for, on las 
return m hVance, kc wan smt to the Bastille. It w'as a joke among the 
Dutcli sailors, that the French had hired the English to tiglit for them, 
and that their only business there vraa, to seo that they earned their 
wao'os. 
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abled, and had 140 men killed and wounded. The EngliBh 
had only nine killed and fifteen wounded, one of whom was 
the brave Harman^ by a musket-shot, which went in at his 
left eye and out between the ear and jaw-bone ; but from 
which he perfectly TOCO vered.” - 

The peace with Holland \vas concluded previously to the 
above encounter, on the 9th February, 1674 : the Dutch 
covenanting that not only separate ships hut that whole fleets 
should strike their sails to any fleet or single ship cariyiug 
the king’s flag, Jis well as to pay a full compensation in money 
for the war. 
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. IG/o,— I n order to repress, if possible entirely, the stiLl- 
continued piracies of the Tripoline states, Commodore Sir 
John Xai’borough was despatched from England .with a 
powerful squadron. In the course of this year he committed 
great havoc among these corsairs, and blockaded their poi’ts. 

1076. — Sir John’s instructions directing him to try tho 
effect of negotiation upon the dej', as well as force, Lieute- 
iiant Cloudesley Shovel, on the 16th January, was ordered to 
land and wait upon his majesty. At the same time he was 
to make observations on their sti'ength. The dey, desjusing 
the youth of Mr. Shovel, treated him with much disrespect, 
and sent him back with an indetlidte answer. On his return 
to the ship, he reported to Sir John IS'arborough what he had 
observed, and was sent with a second message, which was still 
more uncourteously received. Mi'. Shovel, however, made such 
remarks upon tlie position of the shipping, that on his retiun 
he assured the commodore of the practicability of burning it. 
Accordingiy, on tlie 4:tli of Marcli, in the middle of the night, 
the boats of the squadron were despatche<l, under the oi'ders 
of the lieutenant, to attempt the destruction of the ships in 
the port. The boats entered unperceived and caj)tured the 
guard-ship ; they then proceeded, undiscovered, towai'ds four 
other ships, mounting lifty, thirty-six, twenty-foin?, and twenty 
guns. The boats’ crews boarded and carried them all, and 
having set them on fire, departed, without the loss of a man. 
Tho boldness of this measure so terrified tlie regent of 
Tripoli, that lie immediately sued for peace ; yet the terms 
not being agreeable, and the trt^aty in consequence delayed, 
Sir John Navbo rough cannonaded the town, and again 
landing a party of men, burnt a magazine of timber. Sir 
John then sailed to Malta, and returning thither again sud- 
denly, induce<l the i-egeiit to enter into a treaty to cease 
from his piratical practices ; but the presence of an English- 
squadron was oontinimlly necessary to enforce the proper 
performance of the same. This was followed by a similar 
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expeflition, tiniier Sir John, to Algiers, where promises in 
ahunclance were obtained, but which, like those of Tiipoli, 
were never respected, tmless their fulMme at was occasionally 
enJforced by the gtms 

iG77.~Oh the li)th Jantiary, the 26-gun ship Guerasey, 
Captain James Harman, engaged the AYliite Horse, Algcnne 
ship-of-war, of fifty guns and 500 men. The crew of the 
Guernsey numbered only 110; but the action was continued 
with much determination. At length the Algerine, taking 
advantage of the Guernsey’s disabled state, sheered off and 
escaped. Captain Harman received tlvroo musket-balls in 
his body, and also a severe contusion fi*om a cannon-shot. 
He retained the command, however, until from exhaustion 
he sank upon his ship’s deck, and three days afterwards 
expired. The loss of the Guernsey in the action was nine 
killed and many were wounded. Lieutenant John Hairis, 
who ably suppoi-ted liis gallant commander, was promoted in 
the month of August following. 

On the 2i8t]i October, the galle 5 ^-fngates Charles and 
James; Captains Thomas Hamilton and George Canning, 
engaged a large Algeiine s]ii]> of war in Ta ngiei‘s Bay. The 
action was des]^erate, and Captain Canning fell, and the 
Algerine was not captured until nearly the whole of her 
crew had been either killed or woumhxl. 

1678.- — On the 1st April, the G4-gun sliij) ltui)ert, Com- 
modore Arthur Heibert, having in company the INrary, Cap- 
tain Itoger Strickland, brought to action the Tiger, a. large 
Algerine wav ship of forty guns and 400 men. Tlie llupert 
being much in advance of the Mary, engaged the Tiger alone ; 
but the Algerine was obstinately defended, and until the 
Mary had arrived up, refused to surrender. The Tiger lost 
one-half of her crew before she struck. Captain Ilerbert 
(afterwai’ds Lord Torriiigton) lost an eye, and nearly all his 
officers and nineteen men were killed, and betw* een tliirty 
and forty wounded, 

1680,— On the 12 th April, the Hampshire frigate, Captain 
Edward Pmn, engaged four Algerine ships of betw'ecvn 
Tangier and Tarifia, capturing the Calabash of twenty-eight 
guns and a numerous crew. The 40-gim ship Adventure, 
Captain William Booth, heaving in sight, the other three 
Algerines made sail and escaped. The Hami)shire had three 
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men killed and nine wminded* Thirty Climti^^ 
were found on board the prize. 

. 1G81. — On the 8th of ' April the 40-gnn ship Adventime, 
Captain William Booth, fell in with the Algeiipe ship of war 
Golden Horse, mounting forty-si^ guns, and <silnimanded 
Morat Ilais, a notoiioiis Ihiteh renegade. The crew of the 
Golden Horse comprised 508 Moors and ninety Christian 
slaves. A t 2h. A.M. the action comnjenced, and was continued 
at inter v'^ala till 3h. F.M., when Morat Kais, having had liis leg 
broken, discontinued the action. Just at this time, however, 
a large sliip hove in sight under Turkish colours, which 
encouraged the Algerine to recommence the action, and it 
was prosecuted till night. Captain Booth considering it 
probable he would be attacked in the night by the stranger, 
gave orders to a fire-ship in company to hum eithex* the 
Algerine ho had l»een engaging, or the one then closing with , 
liim ; but fortunately tlie lire-ship missed the objects, for at 
daylight the stranger -was seen under English colours, and 
])roved to be the 40-guti ship Nonsuch, Captain Frauds 
Wheeder. The Golden Horse, being dismasted, then sur- 
rendered, having six feet water in the hold, and 109 of her 
crew killed, and 120 wounded. 

In th(5 niiddlo of May, Captain Morgan Kempthom, 
in the 42-giin ship Kingfisher, brought to action seven 
Algeiine corsairs in. the Mediterranean. The Algerines 
clostMl round the Kingfislier, and made several desperate 
attempts to board. Captain Kempthorn* being well sup- 
jxjrted by his otlicers and ci*ew, gallantly resisted tlieir fierce 
assaults, imd received his death- wound while nobly encoii-' 
raging his men. The coixiinand then devolved on Lieutenant 
lliilph Wrenn, wlio continued the defence of the ship, and 
the Algerines were at length driven from their object with 
great slaughter. The Kingfisher, besides lioi- ca}>tain, had 
eight killed and thirty-eight wounded. Lieutenant Wrenn 
was immediately promoted, and appointed to command the 
40-gun ship Nonsuch. 

1683, — On tlie 1st August, Commander Charles Carlisle, 
in the Francis sloop, destroyed the Trompeusc, a notorious 

• /J-lds promising officer, ilie son of Sir John Kempthom, was only 
twenty-thi'e<;3 years of age when he fell. 
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piratC; at tlie island af St. Thomas, in ilie West Indies. The 
Trompeuse Had ciniised with considerable success, and her 
destruction was an object of impoitarice to commerce. 

the 19 th June, ^ Thomas Ifighton, of 

the Lai*k fngate, havin^g under his orders the Greyhound, 
Captain Handall Macdonald, and Bonaventure, acting com- 
mander Stafford Eairborne, anived otf the bitr of the Mainora 
liver, in which were obseiwed two large Salleo rovers. In 
conse<:pience of some information res|>ecti.ng them, Captain 
liighton detenninod to attempt their captiu-e by boats, and 
Captain Macdonald was intinsted with the coinuiand of tlie 
expedition. At 8h. p.m. the boats of the three ships ])ro- 
ceeded on the ser\ice, and although the attack wfis expected 
and the boats were exposed to a severe fire from the batteries 
and shipping, Captain Macdonald boarded tlie Sallee ships, 
one mounting thirty-six the other tvvx'iity-six guns, and set 
them on fire. The British loss 'was one man killed and five 
wounded. Four Christian slaves wore liberated. 

1689.-^ — On the 25th March the 3G-gun frigate Nonsucli, 
Captain Boome Coyle, engaged two French sliips offGnernsey, 
one iriGunting thirty the otlier tweiify-two guns. Captain 
Coyle and tlie master being killed, .and there being no lieu- 
tenant on board, the boatswain, llobert Simeoek, toolv the 
coininand, and so spiiitedly continued the action, tliat both 
French ships were captured. M r. Si in cock’s conduct was 
duly appreciated, for he was promoted to the rank of captain, 
and appomted to command tlie Nonsuch. 

On the 29th of April, as the lleei: under tlio command of 
Admiral Arthur Herbert, consisting of oiglit tfiird- rales, ten 
fourth- rates, one fifth-rate — ^in all nineteen sail of the line— 
iiiid two tenders, was cruising off the coast of Ireland, near 
Kinsale, a strange fleet was discovered on a wind, apparently 
making for the harbour. Admiral Herbtvrt, who tvas to 
windward, also stood in for Kin.sale, to siiecoin* that place. 
On the 30th the French fleet, Laving ennded him, w as not in 
sight, but having icceived information tlnit it had gone to 
Baltimore, Adiniral Herbert Ijoro up for that jilace, and not 
findiiig it tlxere, he continued steering to tlie westward, and 
in the evening the French fleet was iliseovered to tlie w est- 
ward of Cape Clear. The admiral continued his pxirsuit, but 
the French succeeded in getting into Bantry Bay, and 
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atjciiored. The English fleet remamed in the offing all 
night ; but on the morning of the 1st of May stood into the 
bay. Upon seeing the Engli^, the Frcmch fleet, consisting 
of twenty-eight ships of war, of from sixty to seventy guns, 
and five fire-ships, under the command of Admiml Chateau 
Fenaud, instantly got under way, and bore down in line 
close to the English. The action was commenced by the 
French with the Defiance, Captain John Ashby, the leading 
ship of the English line ; and as other ships got near enough, 
a sinait figlit took place. Adniii*al Herbert endeavouTed in 
vain to get the weather-gage by tacking ; but finding the 
French to mamttiin the advantage, he made a stretch ofi- 
shore, in order, it is said, to allow his ships to get into a line 
of l)attle. The French fleet, however, though greatly superior 
in force, di<i not pursue the English, and the latter having 
formed the line, found it impi\actical>le to work into the bay 
again that night j nor did Admiral If erbeit think it prudent 
to make another attack the next day against a force so greatly 
superior, but remained off the port, so that the French might 
have renewed the action. The loss on the pa,i*t of tlie Eng- 
lish in this skirmisli amounted to Captain Georg(j Aylmer, of 
the Portland, and ninety-four seainon lulled and 250 wounded 
in the fleet. 

IGOO. — On the oOth June an action took place off Peachy 
Head. The French, fleet, commanded by Comte de Tour- 
ville, consisted of seventy-eight shijjs of war, principally laige 
ships, besides twenty' two fire-ships, mounting uj wards of 
4,700 guns. This fleet, wliich was very perfect in its equip- 
ment, liad .sailed fi’om Brest with the intention of creating a 
divei'sion in fa vour of King James ; and with this view made 
a descent upon the coast of Sussex, where a few })risoners 
were taken, and placards distributed oflering pardon to all 
those captains who should declare in flivour of the ex-king. 
Intelligence of the approach of the French, having reached 
the EnglLsli fleet at Spithead, the latter jnit to sea on the 
21st June, and soon gained sight of the French fleet. Being 
joined by a Dutch squadron, tlio two fleets remfiined in sight 
of each otlier for several days ; and on the eventM day, 
Admii*}il the earl of Torrington, who in the meanwhile had 
received positive orders to engage the enemy, to ]>i‘event the 
Jacobite jmrty from gaining confidence, found himself in 
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command af sail. The combified fleet was tlms 

oixiered : — The Dutch division, consisting of twenty-two 
large sldpSj best equipped in the fleet, comiiOLanded by 
Admirals Evei*tzen, Galiejnberg, and Y ander Putten, formed 
the van ; Admiral Edward Russell, and Yice-Admiral Ralph 
Delaval, commanding the Blue squadron, formed the rear; 
and the centre, or Red division, was under the earl of Tor- 
rington,, Yice-Admiral Sir John Ashby, and Rear-Admiral the 
Honourable George Rooko. 

At daylight, on the morning of the 30th, the English 
admiral made the signal to form aline. At this tiirie the 
'hVencli fleet was lying to, formed in line on the larboard 
tack, the ships* heads to the noi*tliward, and to leeward of the 
combined fleet. The opportunity of bringing on a decisive 
action was therefore in the jjower of the earl of Torrington ; 
and having made the signal for the fleet to boar up in line 
abreast and engage the enemy, the Dutcli, with their acciis- 
^^tomed valour, bore down, and did not bring to until closely 
engaged by the French van. At 9h. a.m. the action com- 
menced. The Blue squa^dron, following the example of the 
•allies, at -91i. 30m. brought the French rear to action, arid 
fought weir. But tl\e earl of Torrington brought to before 
the ships of his division were within gun-shot.^ The French 
centre taking advantage of ilic backwardness of tlie Englisli 
Red division, and of the large opening left in consequence, 
kept their wind, and passing tlnougli it, comydetely cut off 
the Dutcli squadron. But the latter plied tbeir guns so 
well, that altliougli opposed to double their number, very 
little impression was made uy)on them. Tlie fight lasted 
during the greatest part of the day ; and at 51i. p.m. the 
combined fleet anchored ; but at 9h. p.m. weighed, ajid 
retreated to fkc castw^ard, followed by the French fleet as 
far as Rye Bay, On the 1st July, the 70-gua ship Anne, 
being totally dismasted, went on shore, and was burnt by her 
own cre-w. 

The English loss in this inglorious affair amounted to one 

' It is difficiilt to account ft)r this backwardness, unless we are to 
sappo8<i that the earl was not (jiiite sure of the dis|>o.sitions of his cap- 
tains, The ex -king ha<i doubtless many of his old adherents in the Hect, 
tmd one bad example might have proved the ruin of the Protestant 
cause. 
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Bliip destroyed, and Captains William Botliam, df the Bestora- 
tion ; John Jennifer, of the Edgair ; two captains of ms^rihes, 
and 350 men, killed and wounded. Three Dutch ships wer© 
sunk, and three destroyed by their orCws. 

Dick and Brackel, and Captain Nordel, W’'ere killed, and^^^^^ 
groat many iiifeiior oflicers and men ; but that nation gained 
reputation in proportion to the English laSvS, The earl of 
Tormigtpn was tried by court-martial, and acc][mttied of all 
blame. 

The 2 n*eponderance of force against the combined fleet was 
undo 111) tedly considerable ; for the number of guns canied by 
the, latter was less l>y one-fourth : but when we reflect u 2 >on 
the tiifling advantage gained by the French over their beaten 
enemy, we cannot but regret that a greater degree of energy 
had not animated tlie Bed division ; tor had this been the 
ease, w’o should in all probability have been S 2 )ared the odium 
of a defeat, and of liaving kept aloof from succomiiig a brave 
ally when fighting our battle. 

On the 18th July, the SO-gnn ship St, Alban’s, Ca 2 )tain 
Bichard Fitzpatrick, captured in the English Channel, 
after a long engagement, a French 3G-giin fh’gate, having 
on board, in addition to her i^rojjer complement, 200 seamen 
and fifty soldiers. Tlie large number of men on board the 
French shi|) enabled them to 2 )rotract tlie defence, and she 
was not surrendered un til forty of her people wei*e killed or 
wounded. The St, Alban’s had four killed and seven 
wounded. In tlie following month of February, Cajitain 
Fitzpatrick, in conjunction with the Hapjiy Beturn, Caiitain 
Thomas Monk, drove on shore two small French frigates, and 
cajitured fourteen sail of mercliant ships. 

1691. — On the 2iul January, the G 0-gun shi 2 > Montagu, 
Captfiin John Laton, captured a French 24-gim privateer 
ship, after a long chase and severe runnaig figiit. Ca])taia 
Laton and one man were killed before the French ship 
Hufreiirlered. 

1692. — Commodore Balph Wrenn, who commanded the 
^squadron in the West Indies, fell in with a French squadron 
of eighteen large ships of war off Deseada. The British 
squadron consisted of one third-rate, four fourth-rates, two 
hired armed ships, and two privateers ; but, although tlie 
erieihy was manifestly superior, the commodore so ably con- 
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duct^ tlie defence, that he saved a large convoy from capture, 
and then returned to Barhadoes. 

A forniidahle fleet was fitted out against France, and the 
cominand giyen to Admiral Edward iiusseL This fieet was 
divided into squadrons, as follow : — - 


RED SQUADRON. 


Gun Ship.* 

/ Britannia (flag) 

Royal William 
100 - London (flag) 

St. Andrew 
Royal Sovereign (flag) 
rSt. Michael 
90 -j Sandwich 

t Royal Catherine 
oo (Devonshire 
. ( Breda 

Cambridge 

Kent 

^0 - Swiftsure 
' ' Hampton Court 

Grafton 
^Restoration 


Gun Ship.^ 

^Eagle 
Elizabeth 
70 - Burford 
Captain 
^ Lenox 
r Plymouth 
60 Rupert 
lYork 
^Ruby 
Oxford 
St. Albans 
50 Greenwich 
Chester 
Centurion 
..Bonad venture 


BLUE SQUADRON. 


Gun Ship. 
100 
96 


Victory (flag) 

Neptune 

Albemarle 

Windsor Castle (flag) 

Vanguard 

Duchess 

Ossory 

Duke 

Cornwall 

Royal dak 

Resolution 

Expedition 

N or thumberland 

Berwick 

Defiance 

Warspight 



Monmouth 

Edgar 

Stirling Castle 

Suffolk 

Essex 

, Hope 

Monk 

Lion 

Montagu 

Dreadnought 

VT'oolwich 

Advice 

Chatham 

Adventure 

Crown 

, Deptford 


Admiral Hussel’s fiag (umon at the main) was flying on 
hoard the Britannia ; his -sdce aud rear-admirals were Sir Hal ph 
Delaval, in the Boyal Sovereign, and Sir Cloudesley Shovel, 
in the London. The Blue squadron was commanded bv 
VOL. I. G 
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Admiral Sir Jolm Asliby, in tlie Victoiy ; Tice* Admiral 
George Hooke, in the Windsor Gastle ; and Rear-Admiral 
Richard Carter. This fleet carried 4,504 guns and 27,725 
men, and was niiited to a Dutch fleet of thirty-six 
under Admiral Allemonde, carrying 2,494 gims and 12,950 
men ; total, 99 sliij^s, 6,998 gnns, 40,675 men. 

The French fleet, commanded by Admiral Comte de Tour- 
ville, consisted of the following 
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Cun Ship. 

104 Soleil Royal 
100 Daux>hm 
r Ambitieux 
96 -< Fulminant 
CMorveiUeux 
f Moiiarque 
Formida])le 
; Victoria ux 
Orgueilleux 
LA(iminible 
f Graud 
Foudroyant 
St. Philip 
Conqudrant 
Florissant 
Souvorain 
Int:rei)i(le 
FVainquour 
rMagiiifique 
Pier 

IkilUqueux 
I Terrible 
Tonnant 
I Trioniphanfc 
cCouroime 
I Pompeux 
j 8t, Esprit 
7 0 lllustre 

r Gaillard 
] Serieiix 
1 BiiJlaut 
Entreprenant 


76 


74 


Gun Ship. 

68 Amiable 
f Content 
Glorieux 
ficueil 


64 


58 


54 


50 


60 


Henri 
Courtesan 
Bourbon 
L Juste 
Furieux 
Forte 
St. Michel 
Agr liable 
Hiamant 
Siren 
Assurd 
Apollon 
St. Louis 
Excellent 
Arrogant 
Prince 
Brave 
Sans Pared 
CEntendue 
rCourageux 
4 Fieuron 
1 1 Vie 
1 T^mdraii ‘0 
( Trident 
r Maedror 
-{ Heureux Retour 
tFidble 


exclusive of seven smaller vessels, twenty-six ships m 

and fouHeom others. The design in assembling this 
fleet was to rej)lace James on the throne of England. * 

On the 1 8th May, the combined fleets in all ninety-nine 
sail of the Jine, left Spithcad, and probably was the most 
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powerful fleet ever assembled. Scarcely had they cleared 
the Isle of Wight, intending to stand over to the French 
coast, to harass the French, and induce tlieir fleet to put to 
sea, when at daybreak on the morning of the 19th, Cape 
Barfieur bearing south-west by South, the French fleet was 
descried to the westward. The morning wag hazy, and it 
being doubtful on which tack the enemy was, the Blue divi- 
sion was ordered to taek to the northward. At about 4h. a-m., 
tlie sun having dispersed tlie haze, the French fleet, of about 
seventy sail, was distinctly seen on the starboard tack, the 
same as the van and centre of the English, and forming their 
line ; upon seeing w’hich, the signal for the rear to tack wfis 
annulled, and the admiral bore away in his own ship to join 
the leewardmost ships, and foi*ni a line ahead in close oi-der 
of sailing. At 8h. a.m. the line was formed — the Dutch in 
the van, Admiral Bussel in the centre, and Sir John Ashby 
in the rear. By 9h. the French had stretched nearly as far 
to the southward as the combined fleet. The wind continued 
from south-west, but was gradually fldling light, so tliat the 
French fleet might with ease have delayed the engagement ; 
but De Tourville waiving the evadent superiority of the 
enemy, at lOh. 30m. a.m. his fleet was observed to bearaw^ay 
together. While the French fleet was thus bearing down on 
the centre and rear of the .English, A dmiial liussel, forbear- 
ing to use the advantage of firing upon thxi Frencli as they 
advanced, ordered that the signal to engage should not bfi 
made until De Tourville had taken his own distance ; at the 
same time he ordered the van to tack to the northward. 
The French wei*e therefore met by a force not greatly 
superior, and advanced until within musket-shot of the 
English line, when hauling up to windward, the Soleil Eoyal, 
at llh. 30m., opened fire upon the Britannia. 

De Tourville’s a<;t was politic ; and had the xjvolution been 
carried out to its proper extent, by cutting the English line, 
the probability is that the English centre would have been 
cut to pieces before the rear or van could liave approached 
to the rescue, as the light breeze of wind, in consequence of 
tlie tiring, had dwindled down to a calm. In biinging to as 
he did, howevei', the French admnal relinquished liis ad- 
vantage. For an horn and a quarter the »Soleil Koval and 
Britannia, as well as the w'hole of the ‘Red division, continued 
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warinly engaged, ])y wliicli time tiie Soleil Boyal was so iia\ioh 
cut up in sails, rigging, and spars, that slie ceased firing, and 
was towed out of the action. The celerity with which the 
English broadsides were poui'ed in most remarkal^^ 
compared -with the French. An officer present in the action 
states that the English fired three times while the French 
fired twice. Shoitly after noon, there came on so thick a 
fog, that the sliips could not be disthigiiished from each 
other, and the hihig ceased. This fog lasted until the 
evening, and from its being calm the ships drifted together 
with the tide, and the fire became hazardous, as a fiiehd 
might have been mistaken for an enemy. 

Hitherto the rearmost ships had not at all participated in 
the engagement, haring been unable to get up on account of 
the calm, although the boats of the ships w<^ro all ahead 
towing. At 7h. p. m. Ilear-A<lmiral Carter’s flag was ob- 
served from the Yictoiy, and sliortly afterwards the French 
admii'a! and part of the French fleet wore seen, upon which 
a distant cannonading took place, till 9h. 3()m. p. m., when 
each ship again lost sight of the other in the fog and dark- 
ness, Four of the enemy ’ kS ships wore burnt by fire-sbips. 
The killed and wounded in this day’s fight were very 
numerous. The Eagle alone had seventy men killed, and 
l/)0 wounded. Among the killed were Bear-Admiiul Carier, 
and Captain Anthony Hastings, of the Sandwich. 

In the course of tlie night, a light air of wind sj)rang up 
ffoni tlie eastward, and the combined fleet made sail to tlie 
north-west, in hopes of falling in with the French the next 
iiiorning. It is generally supposed that the French fleet 
imehored with all sail set, knowing that the wind was not 
snflicient to enable them to stem the flood tide, which the 
(•ombiiied fleet not doing, lost much ground in the pursuit. 

On the morning of the 20th, a part of the French fleet, 
consisting of thirty-eight ships, was discovered about nine 
miles to the westwa,i*d, and a generar chase ensued, with 
a light air still from the eastward. Shoi'tJy after noon, the 
>rind veered to south-west, and the chase continued till 
4h. 1*. M., when the ebb baring ceased, both fleets anchored 
Mild furled sails. At lOh. 30m. p. m., the fleet again weighed, 
and plied to the westward under all sail, with a south-west 
wind. On the 2rst, at oh. a. m., the fleet anchored near 
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thb Il^e of AMemey^^ in fifty fathoms, Oj^pe la Hogue hoaTing 
from the body of the English :fl,eet about south. Twenty- 
three French ships also anchored, but much nearer the liace, 
and fiftoen others about three leagues further to the west- 
ward. The Britannia, having her fore-topmast on the 
preceding night, was much to the eastwrard. Soon after the 
iieets had anchored, the flood tide came \ip rather strong, 
and fifteen; or twenty of the ships that had anchored 
near Alderney were observed dmdng, and in a short time 
were to leeward of Cape la Hogue. Three of these suc- 
ceeded in getting into Cherbourg, and Admiral Eussel made 
the sigrial for Vice- Admiral Dehwal, who with the admiral 
and.^ab.o:ut forty sail had gone in pursuit, to stand in shoi*e 
and destroy them. The vice-admiral stood in shore, and 
found three three-decked ships, including one of the largest 
of the French navy—the Soleil Boyal — aground close to the 
beach, and surrounded by rocks. Findii^g it impracticable 
to approach with the large ships, he shifted his flag to tlae 
St. Albans, and taking wdth him the Ituby and some fire- 
ships, stood in. The French ships opening a galling hre, the 
vice-admiral stood out again, the better to matiiix} his plan 
of attack. JSText morning, having collected the sliips which 
drew least water, he stood iir again ; but not knowing the 
proper channel, and being in four fathoms, he found it 
necessary to employ fire-ships. Three fii^e-ships were selected 
for this pui’posc, the vice-admiral himself embarking oji 
board one. The ships pi*ocee.ded, and two (one commanded 
by Captain Tlioiuas Heatli) succeeded in burning two of ilie 
three-deckers, but the third firo-sliij^, commanded l\y Captain 
Thomas Foulis, was sunk by the enemy’s shot. Tlie third 
Frencli ship being on shore, the St. Albans and Eu>>y 
approached, and opened their lire upon her, until observing 
that lier crew had deserted, Vice-Admiral Bela val boardf^X 
and finding none but the wounded and dead on board, he 
ordered these to be removed, and the ship to be set on fire. 

The other sbij^s which drove entered La Hogue, but those 
which kept at their anchors succee^ded in making their way 
through a dangerous passage, known only to clever French 
pilots, to St. Malo. Sir John Asliby and part of tlje 
Blue division, in expectatioii of being able to attack tin- 
ships, as he thought to the we.stwar<l, continued at anchor ; 
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but OB tlie morning of tho 22nd, finding they bad eludod laiin 
by pusliiiig tliroug’li the intricate navigation of the islands 
before mentioned, made sail to the eastward| and meeting 
joined Admiral Hussel off La Hogue- 

At noon oil the 23rd, the combined fleet had assembled 
otr La Hogue, and at 3L F. M. Admiral Kussel nnide the 
Bignal for all boats, manned and armed, to proceed to the 
destruction of the ships in the harbour. Yice-Admiral 
Hooke was appointed to command the expedition, and ac-- 
cordingly shifted his flag into the 70-gun ship Eagle, 
winch drew little water. The boats, imder cover of the 
guns of the frigates, and accompanied by fire- ships, proceeded 
us the night closed in to the attack ; but it was soorr found 
that there was not water sufficient for any but the smallest 
frigates, for the ships had been all laid aground, and many 
weixi higli and dry on the sands. The boats, however, pro- 
<x?cdcd, and notwitlistanding a seveie fire from the fixrts and 
shipping, boarded six of the sliips with veiy little loss. 
These ^vere shortly in flames, but the remainder being high 
up on the beach, and protected l)y a large body of troops, 
eotild not at that time be attemj^ted. On the following 
morning the boats returned to the attack, and burnt all 
those left on the preceding iiiglit ; in all, sixteen large sail 
of the line, and many transports.^ This important service 
was perfonned with loss, on the part of the English, of no 
more than ten men killed ; and its effect wiis that of seating 
William 111. much more firmly on his throne; the destruc- 
tion of that fleet having completely dissipated the hopes of 
James. 

1693, — The command of a squadron was this year con- 
ferred upon Sir George Hooke (he having been kniglited for 
bis gallaiitiy in tlie previous May), who was ordered to 
convoy the Mediterranean fleet, consisting of Englisli, Dutch, 
Swedish, and Danish ships. The French king despatched a 
fleet of seventy-one sail of the line, on purpose to intercept 
this convoy. Hooke s force, consisting of twenty-three sail 

‘ The names of the Pj’eiich ships ckstroyed are thus given by Campbell : 
- -Soleil Itoyal, Amljitiyiix, Admirable, Tonnant, Torrijlde, Magnifique, 
St, Philip, Ooiiquthant, Triompliant, Amiable, Fier, Glorieux, IStSrieux, 
"I'rident, Prince, Sans Pared, and aiiother, name unknown. This enu- 
meration includes those ships destroyed at Cherbourg. 
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only, English and Dutch, being off Lagos Bay bn tbe morning 
of the 17th of June, discovered part of the French fleet— 
of the real force, o he was not aware — -stretching out 

from under the land. Indeed, Sir George had been misled 
by the crew of a fire-ship he had taken, who deceived liim, 
stating that the French fleet consisted of fifteen sad of the 
line only. At nooii, however, no less than eighty lai‘ge 
ships were counted, most part of the line, sixteen of which 
were standing towards his fleet, and Sir George instantly 
ordered the convoy to make the best of their way into Cadiz, 
Ferrol, and St. Lucca. At about 3h. p. m. the combined 
squadron was only four miles to windward of the French 
fleet j but many ships being more to leeward, Kooke backed 
bis mam-to|)sail to allow them to get up. The French 
admiral and vice-admiral of the Blue, with eight or ten of 
their ships, meanwhile, gained considerably on the Englisii 
and Dutch ; and at 6h. m. opened fire upon the two 
leewardmost ships, which maintained the imited f.ii*e of 
seven or eight French ships for several hours, wutli great 
gallantly, but were at length- overpowered and captured. 
At about lOh. P, m. the Dutc*h merchaut-sliips which, had 
remained with the squadron tacked, and stood in slioro ; 
while the English inerchant-sliips contiihied on the same 
tack, standing out to sea. Upon seeing the Dutch ships 
tack in the night, the French fleet also tacked, and the next 
morning Sir George Hooke, having stood off shore all night 
under a heavy press of sail, found .fifty-four merchant- ships 
aiid several men-of-war in company, with which he sailed to 
JMadeira for water. The loss, wdiicli principally Ml upon 
the Dutch, was very severe, amounting to ninety sail of 
merchant-ships, and two Dutch and one English tnan-of-war, 
the whole valued at a, million sterling; but had it not been 
for the sldll of Sir George Hooke, the whole 400 sail wouhl 
in all probability have suffered capture. 

In retaliation for this severe los!5, an expedition fitted 
out, and the command given to Coinmodoi'e John Benbow, 
who was ordered to proceed to the French coast, and bom- 
bard St. Male. He sailed with his squadron, of twelve ships 
of war, four mortar vessels, and ton brigaxitiiies ; and on 
the 16th of November, arriving off* that place, he auchored 
before Quince Fort, and when the tide permitted the vessels 
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to get near enough, he sent three of the mortar vessels 
and brigantines to bombard the town- This bombardment 
was repeated for several days, the vessels taking care to 
withdraw in time to avoid grounding. On the 18th a 
paiiiy landed and destroyed a convent, but on the following 
day an extraordinary description of fire-ship was sent in, 
which is thus described by a French writer 

The vessel was a new galliot, of about 300 tons. In the 
lower x'art of her were placed 100 barrels of powder, covered 
with sorts of combustible materials. Over these again 
was a row of planks or beams, with holes in them to 
niunicfite the fire from above ; and tipon th(?m were jdaced 
340 carcasses or chests, filled with grenades, ainn on-balls, 
iron cbaiiis, loaded fire-arms, large pieces of metal wrapt up 
in tarx)au]ins, and other destructive missilei^ The design 
was to have secured this to the wall of the town, and had it 
been properly managed, it must have reduced thf^ houses to 
a heaj) of ruins.” When near high water, this infernal 
machine was sent in before the wind, and it had reached the 
loot of the wall to which it was to have been seoured, when 

sudden gust of wdnd drove it off again, and it grounded on 
a rock at some distance. It was set on fire by the engineer ; 
but owing to tlie principal part of the x^owder being darax>, 
the explosion lost great part of its effect ; riotwithstandiug 
whicli, it was sufficient to blow down a part of the to%vn 
wall, and to sliake and severely damage every hotise in the 
toivn. The cax)sta« of the vessel -was blown to a great dis- 
tance. This, mth the demolition of Quince Fort, and making 
eighty prisoners, was the extent of the injury sustained by 
the Frencli. It ought to be observed that St. Malo being at 
that time a principal resort of privateers, the attack was 
only retributive. 

1694.— On the 14th of Januaiy, the English mercliant- 
sliixi Coii(xue.st, of eight guns and twenty men, John Staxde- 
ton, master, on her voyage from Seville to England, fell in 
with a French 26-gun frigate off the Hock of Lisbon, 
Stax>leton, determined to defend his vessel as long as x>ossible/ 
brought seven gnus on one side, and gallantly continued 
running action from lli. till 7h. p.^r. By this time he had 
only four cartridges left, and his boatswain, carxjenter, and 
six of his small crew, were lying dead on the deck! His 
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gUHQ, however; being sill loade<i, he deterniinecl to hro them 
before i^rrehdering. In discliarging these the . CJonqnest was 
set on fo"e, and Mling on board the frigate, set her on lire 
also ; but <lropping clear, Stapleton succeeded in extinguish'- 
ing the flimies, and in the confusion escaped. The French 
captain o^^ Iied to a of twelve ruen killed and sixteen 
'wounded. Gallantry so conspicuous was not unrewarded, for 
in September following Mr. Stapleton received his commis- 
sion as master and conirnander of the Drake frigate. 

In the inouth of May Captain Peter Piohard, of the 
OG-gun ship Monmouth, was despatched, having under his 
ordeivs the B.esolution, Captain Simon Foul Ices, and lloebuck 
fire-ship, to attempt the destmction of a fleet of inercharit- 
slii|3s, reported to be lying in Eertheauirie Bay.. At day- 
light on the lOth of May this squadron ari'ived off Oonqnet 
Bay, a;nd at 5h. a.m., on opening a point of the bay, dis<;overed 
the object of search. (Jn observing the £q)proach of the 
Englisli, the nierchant-sluj’.s cut or sli])ped ; bat Ca|>taiu 
Pichard was intent on the capture of the ships of war 
appointed for the convoy. The boats of the squadron were 
accordingly sent away, which boarded a lai*ge armed fly-l:>oat, 
wliile the Monmouth chased and drove a large shij) (late 
English Jei’sey) on the rocks, which wfis set on fire l)y lier 
own crew and destroyinl. Twenty-five raorchaut-sbips were 
then burnt by the British boats’ crews, as were sc?veral others 
in and about Conquet Bay ; and a large merchant-ship was 
brouglit off from under tlie guns of a heavy battery. A mong 
the ships destroyed were two corvettes, which were burnt 
by the Jersey French sliip, and a large ship laden with can- 
non and mortars. 

On the 17th of June the Frencli privateer oi-guii ship 
Invincilde was captured after a long chase and gallant 
action by tbe Weymouth and Medway^ fourth-rates, (.^^)tains 
William Jumper and ThoiiuiS Dilkes, On the 31st of Juno 
Captain Jumper took a second large privateer, and on tin* 
21st of August a third, mounting twenty-eight guns. .Ilio 
latter was exeee<iingly well fought, and having a numerous 
crew and a brave and skilful captain (who was killed in iim 
action), sustaine<l the coiubat till upwards of fifty of her men 
were either killed or mortally wounded. 

In the month of Jtuie, an unsuccessful attempt was made 
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ufHJu tto town of by a large force, tinder the eoramand 
of Admiral Lord J ohn Berkeley and Lord Oarmarthen, in 
which a se vere loss was sustained— that on board the ship^ 
amouiding to 400 Idlled and wounded; ^ * 

On the i2th of July Dieppe was tembardedf and anc>ther 
infernal machine ‘ISent in under the command, of Captain 
Dunbar. The machine was aiTested in its progress towards 
the town by several vessels fiill of stones sunk before it, so 
that on exploding little mischief was oocasioned. Captain 
Dunbar acquired much reputation by his intrepidity on the 
occasion ; for tlie train not taking fire when expected; he re- 
turned to the vessel which he had quitted, and a second time 
ignited the The bombardment was continued until the 

town was neaiiy levelled. From thence, Lord Berkeley re- 
paired to Havre, which iiuderwent similar treatment. 

Dunkirk was next doome<i to l)e attacked, and a frigate 
squadron, under Sir Cloudesley Shovel, sailed from England 
in September. The command of the smaller ships and ves- 
sels was conferred upon Commodore Benbow, and with him 
Mr. Mecsters, the constructor of the infemal machines, who, 
with a number of Dutch pilots, was attached to the expedi- 
tion. The engineer, aided by his pilots, was to conduct the 
small vessels, and direcit the machines. On the 12th of 
Sej)tenib<rr tlie expedition appeared before Dunkirk, con- 
sisting of thirteen English and Dutch ships of war, two 
morta.r-vessels, and seventeen machines and smaller craft. 
In the evening, Commodore Benbow undertook to sound the 
Western Channel, and notwithstanding he was exposed to a 
continual fire frc»m the citadel and sliips, he performed the 
task. On the 13th, the attack commenced, and the boats, 
small vessels, and two machines were sent in. The first 
macliine took fire before it was near enough to take any 
effect ; the second, which was lai’ger, reached within a few 
yards of the pier-head, hut was rtuidered nugatory by the 
precaution of the French in driving piles at some distimce 
from the pier, upon which the machine grounded, Sir 
Cloudesley, finding Dunkirk to be for a time unassailable, 
owing to tlie taking oif of the tides, sailed for Calais, and 
threw a great many shells into the town, which destroyed 
forty houses ; hut from this place he was driven by a gale of 
wind; and returned with Ins fleet to the Downs. Thus ended 
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for tlie year this expensive expedition, which, it was caien- 
iated, Imd cost Eivgland much more for its equipment than 
it had done daniago to the French ; but it should be re- 
tnax'ked, iu extenuation of such a mode of warfare, that 
although the injiiry to the French was rather personal than 
national, it priiicipally fell upon those 'v^ho had committed 
serious depredations up<^n th^ English trade by their priva- 
teering.^ 

On the , 19th of July the 30-gun frigate Scarborough, 
Captain Thomas Killingworth, was captured after a gallant 
fight by two large French privateers, one mounting forty, 
and the other twenty-six guns. Captain Killingworth, and 
thirty of his ship’s company, were killed in the combat. 

Ill the same montb, the Portsmouth frigate, Captain John 
Clements, engaged in tlie Channel, and took a French .ship of 
thirty-six guns. Captain Clements was killed by a musket- 
ball just before the enemy suiTendered, and was the only 
person hurt on tlie occasion. 

1095. — On the 14th of January the ITonsuch, fourth- 
rate, Captain Thomas Tayler, was capturcid about seventy 
leagues west of Scilly (the caiitain and many of the crew 
being killed, and the ship dismasted), by a Fx'ench 5G-giui 
ship. 

On the 27th of January, a squadron of six frigates, com- 
nianded by Commodore James KiJlegi.*ew, in the 6()-gtin 
ship Plymouth, being between Cape Bona, on the Barbary 
coast, and Pantellaria, discovered two large French ships, 
which proved to be the Content, of sixty guns, Captain the 
Marquis du Chalard, and the Trident, fifty-two guns, Ca]>tain 
Count d’Aulnoy. The French, mistaking the frigates foi- 
merchant-ships, made sail towards them : but discovering 
their error, hauled to the wind and endeavoured to escape. 
Commodore Killegrew chased, tmd the Plymouth outs.ailiiig 
the otlier ships of the squadron, at 4h. p.m. got within gun- 
sliot of the French ships, upon which she gallantly opened 
fire. For more than an hour tliis ship, unsuppoited, maiii- 
taiiied a conflict with two powerful ships — tlie wind being 

* Mr. Meest(jrs uudoubi-edly found in the Fnglisli governraont very 
ready speculators ; but a short time sufficed to prove that the whole 
scheme was a perfect failure, the projector an impostor, and the mem- 
bei’s of the government his credulous dupes. 
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SO liglit as to preclude the other ships from closing— duriug 
which time the brave commodore was killed by a cannon- 
, ball. The Falmoutli, Captain Caleb Grantham, next got 
into action, but she also was alone for an hour. As sooii as 
the four remaining frigates— Carlisle (Captain John Norris), 
Newcastle, Southampton (Captain BichaM KM ^id 
Adventure had arrived up, the French ships sepamtod, but 
were pursued — the Content, by the Carlisle and Newcastle ; 
and the Tndent, by the Falmouth and Adventure. The 
French fought their sliips well, and maintained a running 
fight throughout the night ; but in the forenoon of the fol- 
lowing day botli suri*e.udered, having lost many men, and 
being nmeh dissibled. The Trident, being leaky, Was sent 
into Gorgonti, and the Content was carried to Messina. 
The I^lymouth suffered the mo.st severely, hav ing, in addition 
to the commodore, foiirtoon men killed and thirty wounded | 
besides l,»eing greatly damaged, and with the loss of her 
fore-topmast. The other five shij)s lost together about 
double ill at number. Commodore Killegrew ^vas buried at 
Messina with military honours. 

On the i6th of April, the 70-gun ship Hope, Captnin 
llenry Ilobinsou, was captured in the Channel, after a brave 
and long-pi'otnicted resistance (in the course of which 
bighty men were killed and woimded), by five Freneb. ships 
<jf w'ar. . 

On the 4th of February, the 44-gun ship Dartmouth, 
CJaptaiu Koger Yaugban, wjos captured by two French 40- 
giin ships, after a gallant defence of six bouiV duration. 

In the summer of this year, a second expedition was fitted 
out, consisting of English and Dutch vessels, to be employed 
on the Ire!)ch coast, under the command of Lord Berkeley, 
and tlie Dutch adinirjil Aliemonde. St. Male was the first 
place selected. On the 4th of July they arrived off Quince 
Fort, w'liieh. was immediately cannonaded. Next day, three 
English and tw’o Dutcli mortar-vessels, under Colonel Bichards, 
j Proceeded to attack the forts on one side of the clianiiel, and 
the other side was committe<l to the Dutch, w'hile Com- 
modore Ber)l>ow, at the head of a third party, with a red 
flag flyiiig, proceede<l in the Charles galleys. The frigates 
followed, and anchoring as near the town as possilde, the 
bojnbardment commenced at Ch. A.M., and continued for 
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{^>rne great fury. At 81i. a.m. tiie town was on 

fire in several places. Quince Foi*t, being of woodj was set 
on fire by two lirenslnps> and burnt for two hours. The 
boinbardniient contirrued uninterruptedly all day, but at 
evenitigi the mortar-vessels, having expended their ammu- 
nitipn— nearly 9,000 shells and CiU*casses — put to sea. The 
force upon which this enterpiise depended consisted of six 
English and four Dutch men-of-war, nine galliots, fourteen 
flat-bottomed boats, and two brigantmes, which suffered 
a loss of sixty killed and wounded, and one mortar-vessel 
and several boats sunk. The houses of St. Malo, being 
chiefly of wood, were completely destroyed. Ben bow dis- 
tinguished himself ill this attack, and was afterwards de- 
tached with a squadron of leight frigates to bombard 
Granville. Arriving there on the Sth of July, he attacked 
it so vigorously that in a few hours he departed for Havre, 
leaviiig Granville in flames. A demonstration only was made 
at Havre, and the squadron returned to S|)ithead, to join the 
fleet fitting for the bombardment of Dunkirk. 

On the 1st of A ugust at 9h. a. m. the attack upon Dtm- 
kii*k was commenced by several mortar- vessels and gun- 
boats ; but so great had been the preparations of the French, 
that little impression was made ; and misundei^standings 
having arisen between the land officers and Mr. Meesters, 
the engineer, the attempt was given up, and the fleet sailed 
to Calais. On the 17th of August, Calais was bombarded— 
600 shells were thrown into the tovm, and much damage 
was occasioned. These attacks, however unsuccessfully con- 
ducted, had the efleet of doing great injury to the jiiivateei’S, 
which, during the war, had done immense mischief to the 
trade of England and Holhind. 

On the 30th of May, a small vessel heloiiging to Poole, 
commanded by William Thompson, was fishing off Purbeck, 
when a privateer sloop from Chei’bourg was per<;eived 
standing towards her. The fisMng vessel was provided with 
two swivels, and a few muskets ; and her crew consisted of 
the master, one man, and a boy. Thompson re.solved to 
resist the privateer, and prepared for a defence. The pri- 
vateer closed, and an engagement ensued between these 
unequally-matehed vessels ; but in a short time Thompson 
woimded the captain and mate of the privateer, and six of 
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tho men. upon which the piivateer made sail aad endear 
vonred to escape. Thompson chased; and so skilfolly 
manceavred Ins vessel and handled his two guns/ that 
compelled the vessel to surrender. Thompson carried Jiis 
prize into Poole, with fourteen prisoners on boaid. The 
French vessel, when she commenced the aOtion, moimted 
two patereroes, and had a crew of sixteen men. For this 
exploit, the Admiralty awarded to Thompson a gold chain 
and medal value £60. 

A similiir action occurred shortly afterwards; The coasting 
sloop Sea Adventure, commanded by Peter Jolidb, observing 
a French privateer off- Portland taking possession of a small 
fishing vessel belonging to Weymouth, made sail after her, 
and attacked her so smaii^ly that the privateer was glad to 
release the prize. Joliffe followed np his success, and at 
length succeeded in driving the privateer ashore in Liil worth 
P>£iy, and the inhabitants of the small village of Lulwortli 
assembling on the beach, completed the triumph by taking 
possession of the vessel and making prisoners of the crew. 
Jolitfe was also rewarded by a gold chain and medal. 

16^6. — On the 30th of AprSl, the 50“gun ship Foresight, 
Captain Ilovenden Walker, and Bheemess, of thirty-two 
guns, having a small outward-bound convoy in charge, 
gallantly engaged in the Channel, and succeeded in beating 
off, two large French /line-oPbattle ships winch attacked 
them, and preserved the convoy entire. 

In the month of December, the Weymouth, Captain 
William Jumper, engaged and sank the FougueUx French 
48-gun ship, pierced for sixty guns; on the 22nd of the 
month, the Weymouth gallantly engaged a French 50-gun 
sliip ; but some powder on board the British ship acci- 
dentally taking hre, blew up the poop and disabled the ship 
for further immediate action, when the enemy made sail and 
eudoavoiired to get away. Having repaiied her damages, 
the Weymouth again closed with the enemy ; but the two 
ships ffdlmg foul, the Weymouth’s bowsprit aud three lower 
maiits fell by the board. Having now no further difficulty 
in doing so, the Fiench ship^escaped. 

Admiral Du Bart, with a French sqtiadron of se veriteen 
large ships, entered Dunkirk, in tlie month of January, and 
was afterwards blockaded by Rear-Admiral Beiibow; but 
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Du Barfc^ taking advantage of a strong soutlieiiy wind, 
effected his escape, and attacked the Dutch Baltic fleet 
before BenhoW; (whom the Dutch refused to follow) was able 
to get up with them. During this year, also, yanous attempts 
were made upon the coast of Erant:5e, particularly in Camaret 
Bay and at the isles of Kh6 and Belleisle. The peace of 
Byswiek was shortly afterwards concluded. 

1 697 .—-On the 30th April, the GO-gun ship Medway, Captain 
William Cleveland, cmising off ScUly, chased and brought to 
action the French private ship of war Pontchartndn, mount- 
ing fifty carriag^guns and twelve swivels, with a picked crew 
of 400 men. The action began at Ch. a.m., and was con- 
ducted within musket-shot for three hours, the enemy 
attempting at one period to board the Medway ; but at the 
expiration of this time, the Pontchartrain, having nearly 
lOfi men lolled or badly wounded, hauled down her colours. 
The Medway’s loss amounted to five men killed, and ten or 
twelve dangerously and slightly wounded. 

On the 14th August, a squadron, consisting of the 80-giin 
ships Torbay and Devonshire, 70-gun ship Bcstoration, 
and 64-gun ship Defiance, under the (command of Com- 
modore Thomas Harlow, had an action witli a Freimh 
squadron of five sail of the line, commanded by M. Pointis ; 
but the enemy having the advantage of sailing, and conse- 
quently of declining action, after engaging some short time, 
made sail away. The English squadron pursued, and on the 
16th the French again allowed them to come within gun- 
shot, and a second time hauled off. In the two pai’tial 
actions the Torbay had one man killed and five wounded, the 
Restoration six kilted and tburteen wounded, the Devonsliire 
eleven killed and eleven wounded, and the Dcfiaiico sixteen 
wounded. 

On the 19th August, Captain eJumpor, in the Weymouth, 
ha<l another opportunity of distinguishing himself, which is 
thus described in his own letter : — 

‘‘On the 19th, in the afternoon, I saw a sail to leewfxrd, 
between the land of Clonne and St. Martin’s, whereupon I 
crowded sail to leeward to him, trimming my sails on a wind, 
though I went before it, that he should not discover my 
square yards ; keeping my head to liim, and making a little 
yaw sometimes to show my French ensign. He kept his 
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S\iiid to me, and "braced to, Atiotlier frigate that was at 
aliclior' imder a cjistle weighed and stood off* to us j and 
believing 1 could beat them both, I brought all the strength 
I could on one side for dispatch. The man-of“war first men- 
tioned coming near, suspected me, and made sail off shore ; 
but I outsfuled him, and went close under his lee side. I 
kept my French ensign fiying to prevent his filing at my 
masts tin I near enough, then put up the English ensign 
and poured a broadside in him. 1 braced my rnaintopsaii 
aback, and before half the second round was fired she struck, 
being called L’Aurore, of Kochefort, the king’s ship, one year 
old, in the natui*e of our galleys, carrying twenty guns on the 
upper deck, none on the low^er deck, but four on the qriarter- 
deck j and between decks small ports for oars.” The other, 
which was a ship of the same description, observing the fate 
of L’Anroii?, made her escape. 

On the 26th August, the 50-gun ship Hampshire, Oaptairi 
John Fletcher, was destroyed in Hudson’s Bay by a French 
squadron, and Captain Fletcher killed in her defence. 
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1700—1713. 

Queen Anne ascended the throne on the Stk of March, 
1702, and on the 2nd of May declared war against France. 
Ill Beptemfccrf 1701/ Vice- Admiral Eenhow had sailed to the 
West Indies with a squadron of ten sail of third and fourth- 
rates, under orders to detain the Spanish galleons. Admiral 
Chateau llenaud also sailed from Brest for the same };>lac(^, 
with fourteen sail of the line and sixteen fiigates, to meet tlie 
galleoriR^ and convoy them to Cadiz. Benbow performed 
great service to the trade of the West Indies, and liad intel- 
iigence of the proceedings of the Finmcli, which lie, in a great 
degroie, succeeded in combating. On the 1.9th of Aiigust, 
17U2, in the evening, the vice-admiral with his small squadron, 
iieing off Santa Martha, fell in with ten >sail of Frtmch ships, 
under Bear-Admiral IXi Casse ; the squadron, consisting of 
four ships, mounting seventy and sixty guns, one large Diitcli 
sliip, anotlier full of trooiis, and the rinnainder eliiefly small 
vessels, were running dowm close in-shore, under their top- 
sails. iJeubo'w immediately chased ; but his shi])s lieing very 
umch separated, he wm under the necessity of waiting their 
arrival before comineiiciiig the attack. At 4h. r.M. tlie 
engagement begmi. 

The British squadron consisted of the following: — 


Guns. Ships. 

70 Breda 

64 Defiance 

64 : CTreenwich , . . 
I" Ruby ....... 

1 Feudennis ... 

1 Windsor 

^ Falmouth , , . 


^ Vice- Admiral John Benbow 
\ Captain Christopher Fogg 
„ Richanl Kirkby 

,, Oo<j})er Wade 

,, George Walton , 

,, Thomas Hudson 

,, John Constable 

,, Samuel Vincent 


Benbow s intention appears to have been to oyeitake the 
leading French ship, and as soon as his second astern was 
abi*east of this ship the action was to have commenced, Ilis 
oliject, doubtless, was to disable these, when the remainder 
woidd have become an easy prey ; but the Falmouth was 
the first to break his orders, that ship, being in the rear, 
having closed with and engaged the Dutch ship. The 
VOB L H 
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Windsor and Defiance also engaged the ships nearest them ; 
but the two latter, after a few broadsides, hauled pfij and 
stood out of gunshot. The brunt of the action was borne by 
the vice-admiral, in the Breda, wlfiph ship was opposed to the 
two sternmost French hne-of-battle ships, by which she was 
much disabled. The fight lasted from 4h. P.H. till night, and 
the British admiral continued his pursuit of the enemy till 
the next morning ; bM at daybreak he found he had only 
the Ruby near lum, the rest of the ships being four or five 
miles astern. 

At 2h, P.M. on the 20tli, the sea breeze having in, the 
French formed a line and made sail on their way, followed 
by the Breda, Ruby, and Falmouth. The remaining four 
British ships — Defiance, Gi*eenwich, Pendennis, and Windsor 
—made no effort to join in pursuit of the enemy. The 
Breda and her two seconds, in the course of the afternoon, 
distantly attacked the enemy’s rear ships, but without making 
any visible impression ; Bcnbow, however, continued to fol- 
low, under every disadvantage, for the two succeeding days. 

At 2h. A.M. on the 24tli, owing to a change of wind, tjie 
Breda was enabled to pass witliin liail of the steinmost 
French ship, and a smart action ensued. Beiibow in person 
hoarded the French ship three times, in performing which 
he received a severe wound in the face, and another in the 
arm, and shortly afterwai'ds the gallant admiral had liis right 
leg shattered by a chain-shot, and was carried below ; but he 
insisted on being again taken upon deck, where he remained, 
and, while lying in his cradle, continued to give directions 
respecting the action. 

The Breda’s immediate opponent was in a short time 
reduced to a wreck, having lost her fore-topmast, main-yard, 
and mizen-mast, and her huU was completely riddled with 
shot ; but soon after daylight Benbow observed the French 
ships bearing down to her assistance. At the same time he 
had the m^^rtification to witness the Windsor, Pendennis, 
Greenwich, and Defiance, actually bearing up and running 
away to leeward, in despite of his signal then Hying for close 
action. The French, observing the dastardly conduct of 
Bonbow’s captains,^ steered for the Breda, upon which sliip 

‘ The following anecdote of this gallant seaman, usually termed 
•‘honest Benbow,” marks in the strongest manner his feeling's upon tliia 
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they opened a firo, that shot away her main-topsail-yar^^ and 
othervvTse damaged her considerably.^ Then they sent fre^sh 
hands nn board the opponent, and taking her in 

toWj made sail awaj’- without any attempt on the part of the 
ships before mentioned to prevent it. 

Adniiral B determined still to follow the enemy, 

commnmcat€»d with his captains, and ordered them to keep 
their stations in the line/ beliave like men ; tipoii which 
Oaptftin Kit*kby, of the Befiance, came on board, and told the 
admiral “ that he had better desist ; that the French were 
very strong, and that from what was passed he might 
guess he could make nothing of it.” On sending for the 
captains of the other ships, to his inconceivably great sur- 
prise and chagrin, they coincided in opinion with Kirkby ; 
and although at that time the English squadron possessed 
advantages in strength and position, the gallant Benbow 
found himself obliged to give over the pursuit, and to pro- 
ceed with the sqnadron to Jamaica,^ where he died of his 
wounds on the 4th of JSfbvember.^ 


trying occasion. One of his lieutenants having expressed his sympathy 
on the loss of the'^dmirars leg, he replied — I am sorry for it too ; but 
I had rather have lost them both than have seen this dishonour brought 
upon the English nation. But do you hear/' lie continued, ‘Mf another 
snot should take me otf, behave like l>rave men, and fight it out.”' 

^ On the 16th of October, a court-martial assembled to try Captaiti 
Kirkby, on charges of cowardice, disobedience of orders, and neglect of 
duty ; and these charges having been most clearly proved, he was sen- 
tenced to be shot. Captaiti Constable, of the Windsor, was charged with 
the like offences ; but being relieved by his officers from tlte charge of 
cowardice, he was only sentenced to be cashiered. Wade, of the Green- 
wich, had the offence of driiitkeimess added to the misdemeanours of 
KirkViV, and met with the same sentence. Wade and Kirkby met the 
just reward of their cowardice or disaffection (for tlieir conduct was never 
fiilly explained) at Plymouth, in,x>iivsuance of the sentences the court- 
martial. They were sliot on l>oard the Bristol, on the 16th April, 1703. 
Captain Hudson died a few days before the tidal came on, and Captains 
George Walton and Samuel Vincent were alone exonerated from blame. 

2 Shortly previous to his death, Benbow received the following laconic 
epistle from Aiiiairal I)u Casse — 

^^ GartkagmOy A ugust 1702. 

Sir, — I had little hopes on Monday last but to have supped in your 
cabin ; but it pleased God to order it otherwise j I am tliankful for it. 
As for those cowardly ca3)tains who deserted you, hang them up, fo* 

by they deserve it, . ** Yours, 

*^I)uCasse/* 

H 2 
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O^aptain Tliomas Hardy, commaw ding the Peinbroke, while 
lying in Lagos Bay, received Intelligence that the galleons, 
which Beiibow^ had l>een sent to interee^^t, had arrived at Vigo 
on the 16th of September^ tinder convoy of the French 
squadron. He immediately sailed t^:) eommunicate the in- 
fonnation to Admiral Sir George Hooke. It was the 6th of 
October, howeveiv before he could acquaint Sir George with 
the new'S, it blowing a gale of whui for thr^ days, and 
tliere being no code of signals to express the information. 
Sir George, in the Royal Sovereign, with the fleet, imme- 
diately quitted Cadiz, where he had met with only partial 
success, and hastened to Vigo, On arriving ofl* Vigo, the 
ICent’s boat was despatched to obtain intelligence respecting 
the force and disposition of the Fiench and Spanish ships. 
This being ascertained, it was deteimined that since the 
whole fleet coidd not act upon the enemy’s sliips, and that 
they would, on tlie contrary, only impede each other, fifteen 
English, and ten Dutch men-of-w’ar, with all the fire-ships, 
sliould be sent in to destroy the enemy’s fleet. The frigates 
and bomb-vessels wore directed to follow this de tael >.m cut, 
find the larger shij>s were to proceed in afterwards, should 
there be occa^^i on for their services. The troops were ordered 
to laixd at the same time, and attack tlie fort on the south of 
Redoxidella. 

To give greater eclat to the attack, all the flag officers w^ent 
on board the squadron, Vice-Admiral Hopson was oi'dered 
to lead tlie van, follow’ed by Vice-Admiml Vandergoes. 
Sir George Rooke, Rear-Admiral Sir Slialford Fmrborne, and 
Admiral Callemberg, with Baron AVassenaer, commanded the 
centre division ; and Rear-Admiral John Graydon, and Vice- 
Admiral Pioterson brought up the rear, with the mortar 
vessels and fire-ships. 

On the 12th of October, in the morning, the squadron got 
underway, and made sail for the barbotir ; the entrance of 
wlxich is veiy narrow, and was protected l>y a strong boom, 
composed of masts and yards, secured to anchors, dropped in 
mid-channel, and the ends attached to two of the largest 
French ships, the Es])6rance and Bourbon. Within the boom 
five ships of from si:xty to seventy guns were moored, with 
their broadsides beaiiug upon the mouth of tlie harboui\ 
Tlie viin di-vdsion had scarcely reached within gim-sliot of the 
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battetiesj when tile wirid died away, and the ships were under 
the necessity of ’ anchoring. A strong breeze, however, 
shortly afterwards Vice-Admiral Ho]:)son, in 

the Torbay, immediately ci^ and crowding every sail, bore 
down upon the boom. The velocity the Bhip acquired gave 
her such power, that the boom was broken, and the Torbay 
was instantly betweem the Bourbon mid Espfeince. The 
other ships had some diMeuI ty in folio wi ng their gallant 
leadeiy owing to the siidden Ihiws of wind. Vic(5- Admiral 
Vandergoes, however, and the remainder of the squadron, at 
length found a wuy through the pfxssage which Hopson i vail 
made j and the Bourbon was captiucd. Hopson, meanwhile, 
was in great danger from a fire-ship, and owed his preserva*' 
tion to a , veiy singular circmiistance. The enemy was a 
French nierojiant ship, having on board a large cargo of 
snufi; which, in the hurry of jneparing Iver for a fire-ship, 
had not been removed ; and when the fire readied tlio snufi; 
it so deadened tlie iiames, that the Tov‘bay was saved from 
destruction. Yet liad tlve Torlvay sufiered very severely, for 
she lost no fewer than Ho men killed and drowned, besides 
many wounded, including among the latter Captain James 
Moodie. Her forctop-mast was shot away, the foreyard, and 
foresail destroyed by lire, and the larboard shrouds, fore and 
alt, burnt down to the deadeyes. The vice-admiral then 
shifted his flag to the Monmouth. 

Captains William Bokoahara (Association), and Francis 
Wyvill (Barfleur), attacked tlie batteries on either side the 
hfu’bour with great success, and the FronirlL admiral, finding 
that the land ibrccs, which Ivad made a simultaneous attack 
from on shore, had gained possession of part of the town, 
and that more sliijis were entering the harbour^ gave orders 
for setting fire to tlic shipjfing. Befor(3 the order could be 
carried into effect, liowcver, a great mmiy sliips were taken 
possession of. The folio wing is a summary of th e Froncli loss : — 



Sliips. 

Guns. 

Mcii. 

Burnt and otlierwine dctstroved 

, 7 


2.080 

Takea S 

4 

284 

1,750 

([ l>y the Dutch 

i- 6 

842 

2,018 

Total lo.'s.s to the French ...... 

i 

900 

5,828 
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Three Spanish men-of-war, earryirig 178 guns, mre de* 
stroyed, and of fifteen galleons found there, four were taken 
by the English, five by the Dutch, aiid four destroyed. The 
gold and silver on board this fieet was camputed at twen^ 
millions of pieces of eighty fourtetm millions of Yhicli had 
been removed previous to the attack : the reinarnder being 
either taken or sunk in the galleons. Merchandiz^^^^ 
was talcen or destroyed of a Hke value ; besides much plate, 
the property of individuals. This was a severe blow to the 
French and Spaniards, and was accoinphshed with a very 
slight loss to the fieet, if we except that received on board 
the Torbay.^ The Kent had her boatswain wounded, and 
her foremast damaged ; the Association two men killed, and 
a few wounded ; and the land forces lost in ldlle<l one 
colonel, two lieutenants, and forty men, and two colonels and 
thirty wounded. 

Sir George Hooke left Vigo in charge of Sir Cloudesley. 
Shovel, who was intrusted to fit out the prizes ; and who suc- 
ceeded in rescuing a large portion of treasure from the sunken 
galleons, and I'ecovered the Dartmouth, an English 50-gun 
ship, which had been captured in the previous war. He 
also took out of some of the French ships, which were lying 
aground, partially destroyed, fif‘ty brass guns, and about sixty 
from the shore ; and befoi'e sailing from the port, completed 
the destruction of every ship that he could not bring 


away. 

1702, — On the 13th of October, the 50-guii ship Dragon, 
Captain .Hobert Holyman, being ofi* Vigo, gallantly engaged 
a French 70-gun sliip. The action was continued for some 
considerable time, and Captain Holyman was killed, but his 
first lieutenant, CharlcsS Fotherby, maintained a resolute 
defence, and eventiially beat off the enemy. Besides the 
captain, twenty-five of the Dragon’s crew were killed and 
many wounded, 

1703. — On the lOtii of April, the 50-^in ship' Salisburj% 
Captmn Bichard Cotten, in company with the 4 4 -gun ship 
Aciventure, off' the coast of Holland, fell in with a squadron 
of seven French ships of war, from Dunkirk, commanded 


* Vice-Admmil Hopson, on his return to England, was presented to 
the queen, and received the honour of knighthood, with a pension of 
£500 a year, and £300 a year to Lady Hopson, in the event of her sur- 
viving Mm. 
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by M. St. Paiil Captain Gotten having charge o£ a convoy 
of merchant sMps, which were some of them astern with the 
Adventure, gallantly ran down to their suppoi*t ; hut one 
had surrendered before he was able to assist her. Had the 
Adventure supported the Salisbury as she might have done, 
it is probable the Preneh would have been beaten olf ; but 
unfortunately that $hii> made all sail away, leaving Captain 
Cotten to engage the enemy single-handed For two hours 
the Salisbury fought the French squadron. Two .ships 
boarded her, and were beaten off ; but the commodore’s and 
another ship, having at length taken up their stations on the 
Salisbury’s bow and quarter, and other ships also a] »profli:chmg 
to the attack, Captain Cotten deemed a further defence un- 
availingv and hauled down his colours. Before suiTcndering, 
the Salisbury was cut to pieces in hull and spans, and several 
of her guns were dismounted ; she had eighteen men killed, 
and two lieutenants, and forty-three men wounded. The 
Adventure was also chased and cai)tured by the same 
squadron. 

In July, a squadron under the orders of Bear-Admiral 
Thomas Dilkes was sent to look after a large Frencli convoy, 
in Cancalle Bay. On the 25th, he anchored with his 
squadron off the south-west end of Jersey, and despatched 
the Spy to obtain intelligence from the goveinor. The 
governor of Jersey Ksent Captains James Lempriere and 
Thomas Pipon, who were well acquainted with the coast, 
and who finaiished the rear-admiral with inf(>rniat]on that 
a fleet of about forty s^iil had been seen endeavouring, on 
the 1.5th, to get into Granville. The reai*-admiral imme- 
diately got underway, notwithstanding an unfavourable tide, 
and on the following morning discovered the Frencii at 
anchor, league to the westward of Granville. On seeing 
the English, the enemy got underway, and stood faiiher iit 
shore. Tlie rear-admiral followed with his ships as far as his 
pilots considped it prudent, and then ordered the boats to 
tlje attack. The enemy’s force consisted of three ships of 
war and forty-five mercimnt ships ; and the boats captured 
and brought away fifteen, burnt six, and sank three; but 
the remainder escaped to a bay between Avranche a-nd 
Mount St. Michel, where they strengthened themselves 
against any further attack. On the 27th, a fire-ship and 
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several small vessels, togetlier witli tlie boats of the sqtxa.droii, 
proceeded m-shore — the rear-ad jniral being present, and 
accom pai lied by Captains Hobert Faiidax, Thomas Logger, 
Jame>s Mighells, James Lc^mpriere, and Tliomas Pipon. Oho 
French ship of eighteen gims was bnrnt by her own crew; 
and another of fourteen guns set on fire by John Paul, first 
lieutenant of the Kent; a third, of eight guns, was brought out, 
and seventeen merchant ships destroyed. Four only escaped 
by taking shelter under the guns of Fort Granville. Lieu- 
tenant Paul was severely wounded in the lower jaw, and 
liad four men killed; but it does not appear that any other 
loss sustained by the squadron. Queen Anne was so 
much gratified by the result of this expedition, that she 
caused gold medals to be struck and distributed among the 
pi*inci|>ai parties engaged. 

About the same time Captain John Korris, in the 70-gim 
ship Oi’ford, eaptuced the French 30-gun ship Philippeaux, 
after a veiy gallant defence. The I^l)iHp|)eaux, out of a crew 
of 240 men, had fifty killed and wouridod, and tlie Orford 
eight men badly wounded, besides having her fore and mizen- 
masts and main-yard disabled. 

In the month of July, the JO-gun ship Chatham, Captain 
llobort Bokenham, cruisi ng off the Hock of Lisbon, with the 
licet of Sir Oloudesley Shovel, ami being ahead of the 
admiral, at a little past midnight fell in with the Jason and 
Auguste, French line-of-battle ships. The Chatham engaged 
tliem wdthiii pistol-shot until daylight, when, discovering the 
fleet, the Frencli shi|>s endeavoured to got away. Tlie 
Ciiatham continued the pursuit, and several otlier si tips 
having arrived up witli the combatants, the Auguste, a fine 
now J4-gun sliip, wm at lengtli, after a brave dofmice, 
obliged to suri'ender ; but the Jason succeeded in effecting 
lior escape. Tlie Auguste was added to the British naAy. 

On the 16th of ISTovember, the French 52-gan sliiji 
Hazard, Captain De la Rue, was captured by tlie Od’oril, 
Captain Sir John NoiTis, Warspight, and Lichfiidd, three 
siiips lielonging to Sir Cloudesley Shovers fleet. The Ilazard 
was added to the royal navy. 

1704. — On the 16th of Januaiy, the 32-gun ship Lyme, 
Captain Edmund Letchm ere, engaged a large French pri- 
vateer, mounting forty-six guns, ofi' the Deadmau. The 
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action was long and sanguinary, and Captain Letchmere was; 
among tlie killed, wlikii, wdth tlie wounded, atnounted to 
tliirty-six. After tlie fight had contiimed three lion rs, the 
privateer Ksheered off, and the Lyme was too much disabled 
for pursuit. 

On the 17th of July, the combined English and Dutch 
fleets, under Admiral Sir Ceorge JEvooke, having been aug- 
mented by the junction of Sir Clou desley Shovers deet, it 
was decided to make an attack upon Gibraltar. The fleet 
therefore cross(id over from Tetuan, and on the 21st anchored 
in Gibiuilar Day. The same day, at 31i. p. M., the marines, 
English and Dutch, amounting to 1,800, were landed to the 
northward, on the isthirms wliicli joins the rotjk to tlio 
luainlaiid, under the orders of tlie ])rince of Hesse, who, 
iiaving posted liis men, sent a summons to the governor to 
surriVnder tiie fortress for the service of Lis Catholic majesty 
Chailes III. of Spain. Tlio governor I’etunied for a.Tis\v<;;r, 
that the ganison liad sw-orn to be true to their natural lord, 
Knig Philip V., and that, as faithful and loyal subjects, they 
would saciiii.ee their lives in dtrfence of the jilace. 

Admiral Sir George liooke then gave ordei's for the attack 
to cotinneiice, and on the 22nd, Heai'-Admii'al George Byng, 
in cotnina.Tid of the follovvin.u*, — 


G\3ins. Ships , 

SO Tlaxielii-gh . . . 
f Monmcnith . . , 



Essex. 

(Jraffcon . , . , . 

I Kotl'.ing.hf.uii . 
IM'oiitagu ... 
.Kingston , . . 

I Nassau 

I Svviftsure ... 
Berwick ..... 



.Burfonl 

Lenox 

t A'armoutli . . . 


Bear 'Admiral George Byug 
Gaptain John Baker 

,, Bohert K irk town 

,, tlohn Hiibbard 

,, 8ir Andrew L<iake 

, , Sai n uel Wh i taker 

,, William Cleveland 

,, Edward Acton 

Francis .l>ove 
Bohert Wynn 
Bohert Fairfax 
Lord ILamilton 
Kerri t BoUey 
William Jumper 
Jasper Hicks 


together with Eoar-x\diniral Vanderdtis.sen, and six Dutch 
ships, and the slilps destined for the attack of the Soutli 
Aide liead, under Captain Hicks, in the Yarmoiitli, g(.>t 
underway in order to take up the stations assigned to them. 
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The 'wind proving contrary, the homhardihg fleet was nnahie 
to get to their berths ; but in order to divert the enemy from 
the intended attack, Captain Whitaker was sent in with a 
detachment of boats, and burnt a French privateer of twelve 
gims, at the old mole. 

On the 23rd, before daylight, the ships having taken up 
their stations,, the admiral gave the signal for the com- 
mencement of the cannonade, which was conditcted with 
much spirit ; 13,000 shot were fired in -five or six hourst 
time, against the town, and the enemy fairly driven from 
their gnns, especially at the South Mole head. The admiral, 
peiceinug the advantage which must result from gaining 
that important position, ordered Captain Whitaker, with all 
the boalrS, to endeavour to obtain possession of it. The 
landing was effected with great exjxjdition ; but Captains 
Hicks and Jumper, being in the headmost boats, and not 
waiting for the remaining boats to come upV daslied alongside 
the batteiy, and drove the Spaniiirds from their guns. The 
enemy had prej>ared for the assault, and before quitting 
sprung a mine, which blew up the fortificationsj killed two 
lieutenants and forty men, and wmunded sixty. The re- 
maining poHions of the crews of tlie boats, however, kept 
possession of the platform, until Captain Whitaker landed 
with the rest of the seamen. The whole party then united 
and tidvanced upon a small bastion lialfiway bet>veeii the 
mole and the town, which they took, together with a great 
many guns. On a second summoiis being sent in to the 
governor, the gamson capitulated; and thus on the 24th 
July, this impregnable fortress, as it is iiow^ deenied, fell into 
the hands of the besiegers. The attack made by the seamen 
is described to have been brave beyond example ; and the 
reduction of Gibniltar was accomplislied with the loss of two 
lieutenants, one master, and sixty men kiDed ; and one 
captain, seven lieittenants, a boatswain, and 216 men 
w’-ounded. 

Having completed the capture of the fortress, the fleet 
stood over to Tetuan Bay to water, and wdiile returning 
from that place to Gibraltar on the 9th of Augvsst, the 
Centurion made a signal for seeing an enemy’s fleet to wind- 
ward. The fleet tmder Bir George Kooke’s orders consisted 
of forty-five sail of the line, mounting 3,154 guns, and manned 
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20, 045 men ; six frigates, seven fire-^ipa, and five 
ptliers ; but four line-of-battle ships being absent in charge 
of convoys, he had actually with him on this occasion only 
ibrty~ono English, auw ^welve Dutch sail of the line, so that 
we may reckon the line-o^-battle force of the fleet at about 
3,700 guns and 23,200 men. 

The French fleet, which at this time made its appearance, 
was pommanded by Admiral Comte Thoulouse, in the Fou- 
<h:oyant, of and consisted of fifty line-ot-battle 

ships, in excellent condition, carrying 3,543 guns and 24,155 
men ; eight frigates, mounting 149 guns, with 1,025 men ; 
nine fire-sliips, and two transports. The French fleet con- 
tained three ships*' of 104 guns, and four of ninety-two and 
ninety guns ; while the combined fleet contained only three 
of ninety-six guns, and two of ninety guns ; the. remainder 
being from eighty to fifty ; the remainder of the French 
being from eighty-eight to fifty-two guns. The French ships 
were invariably better built, and better armed; they had 
also a veiy great advantage in point of sailing. The follow- 
ingas a list of the English fleet : — 


80 


Ships. 

Koyal Catherine Admiral Sir George Kooke 
I 8t. Georg© ...... Captain John Jennings 

j Kamnr ,, Christoplior Slyngs 

Shrewsbiiiy V ,, Leonard Crow 

I NaSBaii „ Francis Dove 

Grafton ,, Sir Andrew Leak© 

J Monmouth „ John Baker 

Montagu ........ „ William Cleveland 

Panther ,, PeregTine Bertie 

t, « S Vice-Admiral Sir Cloudesle^’ Shovel 

Barfleur ........ | Stewart 

( Eagle ,, Lord Archibald Hamilton 

I Orford ,, John Norris 

ABSiirance . ...... . „ ; E-obert Hancock 

j W’^arspight ...... ,, Edmund Loader 

j Swiftsure ........ „ Itobert Wynn 

Nottingham ...... ,, Samuel Wliitaker 

Tilbury ,, George Delaval 

Lenox >, William Jumper 

J Vice- A dnural SiT John Leok© 
Prince OeoiB® • • • • Captein George Martin 
[ Boyne .......... ,, Lord Dursley 

Newark ........ ,, Richard Clarke 

[Norfolk.. i» John Knapp 
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Gtiris. 

70 j 


Slups. 

Tannouth 
Berwick . . 


j Bauelag'h 


70 

50 

82 

vSO 

70 

60 

56 


[ Somerset . . . . . 
Firme ....... 

Triton ....... 

Borsetshii’e . . . 
Torbay . J . . . . . 

Essex ....... 

Kingston . . . . . 

Ccinturioii . . . . , 


70 Kent.. 


76 

50 

80 

70 

00 

70 


Boyal Oak 
Swallovv . , 
Cambridge 
Bedford.,., 
Monk . . . , 

Suftblk 

Burford . . . . 


Captain Jas|)er Hicks , 

,, Kofcrt Fairfax 

Rear- Admiral George Byng 
Captain John Cow ^ 

,, John Trice 

,, ^ron Wild 

„ Tudor Treiror 

,» Edwfl^d Whitaker 
William CsddweW 
„ John Hubbard 

„ Edward Acton 

,, John Horne 

Rear-Admiral Thoinas Bilkes 
Captain Harman 
,, Gerard l^iRves 

,, Richard Haddock 

„ Richard Lestock 

,, Thomas Hardy 

„ James MigheUs 

,, Robert Kirktowii 

,, Kerrit Rotfey 


A council of war was called, which decided that the French 
fleet should be engaged to the eastward of Gibraltar. The 
confederate fleet was thus ordered ; the centre was com- 
manded by Sir George .Tlooke, having for *his rear-admirals 
j>yrig and Dilkes. Sir Cloiidesley Shovel and Sir John, Leake 
led the van, and Yice-Admiral Oalleinberg, with Bear- Ad- 
miral Vanderdussen, commanded the Dutch ships in the 
rear. 

After a tediou.s ]:)ursuit, the French fleet was at length, on 
Sunday, the 13th of August, brought to action off' Makga. 
Dn the moriiuig of this day, the combined fleet being to 
wind^v^ard, the admiral made the signal to bear down upon 
the enemy, who remained lying to until the fleet had reached 
within half gun-shot, when the French filled, edged off 
the wind, and commenced the action. The design of Sir 
George Booke was very probably" to break the French line, 
and engage to leeward ; for being short of ammunition, he 
was anxious for close quarters : but this movement of the 
French set aside his mode of attack, and a distant can- 
nonading cominencod. Shover.s division was gallantly led by 
Sir John Leake, and the action maintained until 2h.. p.m., 
wlien several of the English ships ceased filing for want of 
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ammtoitioh. The Monk was three times attempted to he 
bearded hy a ship of seventy gims, but each time the boarders 
were repxilsed with great slaughter. Tiie contest throughout 
was most vigorous j and had it not been for the shyness 
e.vinced by the French admiral in avoiding close action, the 
prohahility is that more than one trophy would have been 
gained by the alMes. The Dutch behaved with their cus- 
tomary Valour, and oontinued the firing till night, their 
magazines ha\dng been better stored. 

In the night, the French made all sail to leeward, arid on 
the following morning, the wind having shifted in the night, 
were discovered four or five leagues to windward. In this 
encounter both fleets sufiered severely in loss of men. On 
board the JSiiglisli fleet, Captain Leake, of the Grafton ; Cow, 
tif the Itanelagh ; four lieutenants, two warrant-officers, and 
687 men were killed ; and Captains Myngs, Baker, J umpei*, 
Migliells, andKirktown, thirteen lieutenants, thirteen warrant- 
officei'S, and 1,632 men wounded. The Dutch lost one cap- 
tain, and 400 men killed and wounded. The French loss 
was stated by themselves at “rather more” than 1,600 ; but 
from their retreat, and from their putting into Toulon for 
the remainder of the year, in conseqxience, as they .said, of the 
great number of their wounded, we may fairlj^ assunio ecpiai, 
if not a much greater, slaughter to have occurred on board 
their ships. Campbell gives 3,048 as tbo total number of 
privatf3 men killed and wounded, and 191 as the number of 
officers. The French admiral’s object was to assist the 
Spaniards in the recovery of Gibraltm* ; but that project wfus 
now relinquished. 

The following table will show the loss on board each 
British ship : — - 
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Shipd. 

KiUod. 

Wounded 

Ships, 



Eoyal Catherine 

27 

94 

Brought forward 

368 

952 

St. George . . . . . 

45 

93 

Norfolk ....... . 

15 

20 

Namur ........ 

18 

44 

Va7*«f?dtlth , 

7 

26 

Shrewsbury . . . , 

8X 

73 

Berwick . . . . . . . ., 

23 

24 

Nassau ........ 

35 

26 

Eanelagh .... . , 

24 

45 

Grafton 

81 

66 

Somerset , . . , . . 

31 

62 

Monmouth 

27 

62 

Finne. . . . . . ; , , . 

25 

48 

Montagu ...... 

15 

34 

Triton ...... 

5 

21 

Panther 

10 

16 

Dorsetshire . , , , 

12 

20 

Barfleur ...... . 

6 

24 

Torbay . ... . . . ; 

21 

50 

Eagle . . 1 . . . . . . . 

7 

57 

Essex - . . . . . , . . . 

13 

36 

OriV)rd 

6 

9 

Kingston ..... . 

14 

46 

Assurance 

6 

14 

Centurion, ...... 

10 

83 

Warspight . . . . . . 

17 

44 

Kent .......... 

15 

26 

Swiftsiire 

13 

33 

Hoyal Oak . . . ... 

20 

33 . 

Nottingham ... 

7 

19 

Swallow 

1 

3 

TilVmry 

20 

25 

Cambridge ...... 

11 

27 

Lenox 

23 

78 

Bedford 

12 

61 

Prince George . . 

15 

i 57 

Monk .......... 

36 

52 

Boyne 

U 

52 

Suffolk ........ 

13 

38 

Newark 

15 

32 

Burford 

11 

19 

Carried forward 

368 

952 

Total 

687 

1632 


Killed and wounded . . j ' • 2,319 

Total. 2,719 


The crews of the English ships amounted in all to 19,385, 
so that the killed and wounded were nearly one eighth part. 
In Lord Howe’s a<:*tions of the 28th and the 29th of May, 
and 1st of June, 1794, in which the crews of the British fleet 
amounted to 17,241 men, the total loss was no more than 
290 killed, and 858 wounded, or one-fifteenth only. 

Queen Anne was jfieased to bestow on Rear-Admirals 
Byng and Dilkes the honom* of knighthood ; and also upon 
Captain Jennings, of the St. George. 

» Yice-Admiral Sir John Leake having been left with a 
squadron for the protection of Gibraltar, put into Lisbon to 
refit, and while there, received information of a projected 
attack, which induced liim with all speed to repair to 
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(Jibraltar i bat on arriving at that place, hearing of the 
appi*oaGh of a much larger fleet under Admiral Pointis than 
he could contend against, Sir John returned to lisbon. On 
the 2oth of October he sailed for Gibraltai', and on the 29th, 
captured and destroyed seven ships lying there. Sir John 
then landed a poition of the crews of the ships to defend the 
outposts, which were GontinuaUy besieged ; and succeeded in 
holding out until a reinforcement of troops having arri ved, he 
was enabled to withclmw his sailoi’s, and prepare for an attack 
from a French fleet then in Cadiz. He sailed to Lisbon,, 
where he was shortly afterwards j oined by Sir Thomas 
Pdkes, with four 

On the 4th of August the 70-gim ship Bevenge, Captain 
William Kerr, and 48-gun ship Falmouth, Captain Thomas 
Kenney, were overtaken in the Channel by a French 
squadron, commanded by M. St. Paul. After a desperate 
action, in which Captain Kenney was killed, the Bevenge 
and Falmouth Avere overpowered and taken. The defence 
was highly creditable, and a court-max-tial honourably ac- 
quitted Captain KeiT. 

On the 12th of ll^ovember the 70-gun ship Elizabeth, Cap- 
tain William Cross, was captured by a French squadron. 
Captain Cross was tried by court-martial, and dismissed the 
service for not properly defending the ship. * 

170o.-r~On the 10th of March, the squadron commanded 
by Sir John Leake being off Cabrita Point, five large ships 
were obseiwed standing out of the bay, which were imme- 
diiitely chased by Sir Thomas Dilkes, in the Bevenge, with 
the Ncav castle, Antelope, Expedition, and a Dutch ship, fol- 
lowed distantly by the remainder of the squadron. The 
French squadron made for the Baibai'y shore; but finding 
the British gaining in the chase, tacked, and stood in for the 
Spanish coast. At 9h. a.m., the chasing ships captured the 
French 60-gun ship Arrogant. The Magiianime, seventy-fcjur, 
bearing Admiral Pointis’s flag, and the Fleur-de-lis, eigh ty-six, 
made a good resistance, but were at length driven on bliore, 
to the westward of Morbella, and totally destroyed. The 
Magnanimo took the ground with such force, that her masts 
went over the side, and she bilged almost immediately. The 


» This persou died in April, 1746, a private pensioner in Greenwich 
Hospital, 
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siiiall portion which remained above water was fired by the 
French before quitting. The fourth ship, the Ardente, sixty- 
six, and the fifth, the ACarqms, hfty-dx, 
two Dutch sliips. Sir John Leake having siacceeded in 
relieving Gibraltar, and capttu*ed several merchant sliips, 
returned to Lisbon. 

Sir George Hooke sailed from Plyincnith m January with a 
.squadron, to convoy a large fleet of inercluirit ships out of 
the soundings j having effected* wLicli, hO cruised off the 
.Fi*eiich coast, and cajdured the French 44-guri ship Thetis, 
t wel ve privateers, and seven merchant ships, rtunprising 
2,070 prisoners and 334 guns. 

On the 20th October, the 48-gun ship Blackwall, Captain 
Samuel Martin, together with two other small ships of war, 
while convoying twelve merchant ships from the Baltic, fell 
in with M. Bt. Faurs s(piadron from Dunkirk. After a 
most gallant action, in which the French commodore St. Paul 
(one of the most effieiont oflieers in the French service) and 
Captaiji Martin were killed, the Blackwall and coiisorts w^ere 
ca])tured. Louis, on being told of tliis event, is re}>orted to 
have said, wish they (the English ships) were in any 
Ejiglish |.)ort, provided tliat would i*estoi‘e me St, Paul,’" 

On the 20th October, the 48-gun. ship l\^.ndennis, Ca}>tain 
Jolin Foljamb, was captured by a French ship of supeiior 
force, after a very gallant action, in which Gaj.>tain Foljamb 
was killed, many of Ivis crew killed and wounded, and tlie 
ship knocked to pieces. 

In the morning of the 19th of November, the GO-gun ship 
Montagu, Captain Bennet Allen, off Cape Nicolas, Hispaiiiola, 
discovered two strange sail to leeward, and to avoid being 
seen, fm led sails, and lay under tlio land till noon, when sail 
was made towards them, the strangers keeping their wind to 
close the M^ontagu. At 4h. p.m., the Montagu Ijimight the 
two ships — a frigate of fifty guns, and a fly-boat of forty guns 
- — to a(*tion, and fought for an hour. At oh. the Montagu 
tacked, as did the French ships also, vrhen, having had her 
topsail cut from the bolt-rope by shot and the force of the 
wind togethejr, the Montagu bore up to bend another. The 
F.rench ships pursued, and the Montagu cut away lier long 
boat; but having bent another topsail, the French ships 
hauled tlieir wind, and the action ceased for the night, On 
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tlie followlijg morHing, tlie Frencli sliipB wci^ witliin grin- 
sliot^ but DO eiigagexiient took place f tliei cause of whicIi iB 
tbos recorded in the master’s journal : — At 6h. a.m., we 
were within gun*-shot of them again ; but our captam, being 
unwilling to fear down to engage them any more, went into 
hk cabin and wiit a paj^jr, and called all his officers, and told 
them that if we should lose a mast, he believed we should be 
taken ; and told them if tliey would that paper it would 
be Txo detriment to them at all, but to clear him ; then after 
that they had signed, bore away for Jamaica, and would not 
engage theni, having lost one man, John Miller, killed in the 
engagement.” A fter this extraoi-dinary proceeding, it is 
fuither recorded, that on the 20th of the same month, a 
cpiirimiartial was held at Jamaica lipon the captain and 
officers, when all except the captfiin and chimrgeon” were 
dismissed the ship.^ 

1706. — On the 11th February, the 32-gun frigate Fowey, 
Captain Charles Parsons, had a severe engagement in tlie 
MediteiTatieaiJ;^, in wdiich Captjiin Parsons was killed. The 
Fowey was so much disabled in the action, that her enemy, 
a sliip of sujxerior force, w’as able to escape. 

On the 6tJi June, the 32-gun frigate Winehelsea, Cajdain 
John Castle, was captured, after a brave defence (iii whioli 
Captain Castle was killed), by a Frencli ship of .superior 
force. 

A diuinil Sir John I.<eake perfoi'med the imporiant service 
of driving Marshal Tes.se, who had an army of 14,000 men 
under his command, and a Frencli fleet, from before Oilxrfiltar. 
Sir John also succeeded in reducing Majorca, Ivica, and 
Palina, for the king of Sj)ain. The taking of Alicaiit deserves 

^ We have taken iinicli trt>u])Ie to nnravel this ajfhiir, in conser|uence 
of the confersyioiia of Tjediard and Gampixiil of their inability, to himis}» 
the name of the captain of the ship. By referring to their .statements, 
also, it will be seen that the blame is 1 ) 3 ’^ those authors imputed to tlio 
ofHctu'S and t;rew of the ship, and that the conduct oi the cajitain is highly 
extolled. On the otlu?r }\and, Chamock, in his NavalU 

(vbl. iii. p. 194), states that Captam Bennet Allen (making no mention 
of the above transaction) was dismissed the Montagu in 1706, and that; 
he died in 1750 in obscurity. Cliariiock is also wrong : Gaptain Allen 
commanded the Montfigu till May, 1708, when htxwas succeeded in the 
command of her by another captain, and until his death was upon the 
half-i>a 3 " list of the navy. 

YOU 1., I 
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particular notice* On tlie 28tli of June, the ^ege was com- 
menoed. Sir George fiyng, with five ships, anchored in Hue 
close under the walls of the town, while Sir John Jennings and 
the marines attacked the miburbs* battering from the 

ships commenced early in the moiming, and in a Short time a 
breach was effected in the round tower at the west end of 
the towfl, and another in the middle of the curtain. The 
land forces then advanced to the breach in the round tower, 
and the boats pushed off to support them. The grenadiers 
were beaten back before Sir John’s party landed ; but the 
boats proceeded, and all the men getting on shore, paptain 
John Evans, of the Royal Oak, was the first to mount the 
breach, and succeeded with a party of seamen in getting into 
the town. Captaiiis William Passenger, of the Royal Anne, 
and John Watkins, of the St. George, followed with more 
seamen, while Sir John Jennings, with the remainder, took 
possession of the suburbs, and then moved on to their 
support. The garrison suiTendered the next day ; and 
this important conquest was achieved with the loss of 
thirty killed and eighty wounded, including land and sea 
forces. 

The JO-giui ship Romney, Captain William Coney, being; 
in company vdth the 32-gan frigates Milford and Fowey, 
Captains Philip Stanhope and Richard Lestock, received 
iiitolligence on the 12th of December, that a French pri- 
vateer, with thirty brass guns on board, recovei'ed from the 
wi‘eck of the Magnanime, was at anchor under the forts of 
Malaga. Captain Coney resolved to proceed and endeavour 
to cut her out, and, on anri^ung olf the port> steered directly 
for the French ship, and, unaccompanied by either of the 
frigates, succeeded in bringing her out in the face of the 
heavy fire to which his ship was exposed, and canied his prize 
to Gibraltar. On the 26th, the Romney, accompanied by the 
Milford and Fowey, chased the French 64-gun ship Con- 
tent, which ship took shelter close under a small foi^t at 
about eight leagues to the westward of Almeira. The 
Romney taking a position athwart her bows, arid the Milford 
and Fowey on her bow and quarter, opened so destiiictive 
a fire, that in a short time she blew up with all her 
crew. 
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1707.“On the 19th Marchv the 70>gun ship Besolutioii, 
Captain the Hon. Henry Mordaunt, having on board the 
eaii of Peterborough, and the envoy to the duke of Savoy, 
on her way to Genoa, fell in with six large French ships. 
The frigates Eiiterprw and Milford were in company with 
the Besolution, and. the earl and Spanish envoy embarked on 
board the fomer, and made their escape to Qneglia. The Mil- 
ford, Captain Philip Stanhope,^ made sail in another direction, 
and effected her escape. The French squadron then chased the 
Besolutioh, but without gaining veiy rapidly, until the latter 
having carried away some of her spars, the enemy neared, and 
6j>ened a destructive fire. In this einergeney, the ship being 
tnuch. disabled and near the sliore, Captain Mordaunt deter- 
mined to run the ship aground, which he effected at 3h. p.h. 
The Besolutioh took the ground in a sandy bay, within a 
short distance of the beach, and directly under the guns of 
the Genoese castle of Yentigruilia, but which afforded her 
no protection. At 4h. 30m., Captain Mordaunt was wounded 
in tho thigh. The squadron anchored as near the Besolution 
as possible, and were pouring into her a heavy fire ; but the 
commodore, finding he could not induce the Besolution t() 
surrender, oidered all the boats of the squadron, under cover 
of the guns of a 7 4 -gun sliip, to attempt her destruction. 
Although nearly all the Besolution’s guns were silenced, 
sufficient of her crew remained to repulse the boarders with 
great slaughter, and the remainder retired for tlie night. 
On the 21st, at 6h. 30m. a. m,, the largest of the French 
ships, mounting eighty guns, took up her station as near to 
the Be.solutioii as the depth of water would permit, and brought 
her broadside to beal^ The Besolution could only bring her 
stern chase-guns to bear in return, and to add to her de- 
fenceless state, her magazine was swamped, the water being 
over the orlop deck ; so that it was foimd impossible to hold 
out any longer ; orders were therefore given to set her on 
fire, and for the crew to make their escape to the shore, 
wffich was thoroughly effected, and the ship at 3h. p.m. 
was burnt down to the water’s edge. Captain Mordaunt 

* Oaptaiij Stanhope was killed at the siege of Port Mahon, in the 
ensuing year. 




never recovered from the effects of his wounds, and 
in 1710. ■ . 

On the 1st of May, a large outward-bound convoy, and tar 
the protection of the foliow^ing ships^— 

■Gu««. ■ - Ships.- 

76 Royal Oak ... .Commodore Baron Wyld 

J Grafton i ..... Gaptain Edward Acton 

' * ' ( Hampton Court „ George Clements 

sailed from the Downs, and on the Snd fell in with the 
Dunkirk squadron, of ten vsail of the line, a frigate, and four 
privateers, connnanded by M. Forbin. CpriOLinodore^ W 
took hve of the, largest merchant ships into his line, and 
boldly met the attack. For two hours and a half a heavy 
lire was kept up; but Captain Acton being killed, the 
Grafton sun'endered to the overwhelming force oppost^d to 
Iier. The Hampton Court fought desperately, and sank the 
Salisbury, but was at length obliged to surrender. The 
Iloyal Oak having eleven feet water in her hold, escaped 
with great lo.ss, by running on shore under Dungeness, 
from whence she w^as next day got olf, and carried into the 
J")owns. The French took t\venty-oiie .sail of merchant ships, 
and carried all into Dunkirk. It is recorded that a mid- 
shipman, whose name has never transpired, belonging to the 
Hampton Court, after the enemy had taken possession of the 
ship, conveyed Captain Clements, who w^as mortally wounded, 
into the long boat, which wtis towing astern, into which 
Iriinself and seven men also got unperceived, and hid them- 
.s(?h'es ujider thp thwarts. They then wratched their o])por- 
tunity to cut the boat adrift, and succeeded in reaching Hye 
limbour on th e 3rd of May with the dead body of their captain, 

On the 30th of June it was determined by Bir Cloudesley 
Shovel and the confederated forces, to open the passage of 
the Var, where the enemy were strongly intrenched; and Sir 
Jolin with fi >ur English and one Dutch shij), sailed into 

that river, and advanced within musket-shot of the enemy’s 
works. He then opened so well-directed a lire, that the 
cavalry and a great part of the infiintry, being quite unpre- 
pared, quitted the camp, wdiich Sir Cloudesley Shovel— who 
had followed Sir John Noms- — obsemng, ordered Sir John to 
land writh the seamen and marines, and attack them in Rank. 
Yhis service was performed so successft41y, that the French 
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fled frona their intreiichineiits in confusion, and the duke of 
Bavojj half an hour afterwards, jmssed up without xiieeting 
■' axiy I’esistance, . 

On the 1 7th of July, an attempt 'was made upon Toulon 
by the combined English and Dutch forces, again assisted by 
the fleet luMen;. Sir Cloudesley Shovel. 100 guns were 
landed front the difierent ships, tor the batteries, and a great 
nuinber of seamen to serve ‘them ; Sir Thomas Dilkes also 
bombarded the town with the fleet ; btit, notwithstanding 
the success which at one time seemed likely to follow, it wns 
iifberwards deemed prudent to withdraw from before the 
place. The French, however, sustained much loss, for, in 
addition to eight of their largest ships, which 'Were burnt, 
several magazines and 130 bouses were' destro 3 '^ed. Shovel 
was greatly cliagrined at the partial failure of this expedition, 
and departed for England,^ heaving a squadron under the 
command of Sir Thomas Dilkes to blockades Toulon. 

Notwithstanding the fate of Comniodtxre ’W^dd’s squadron 
in May, the Admiralty provided no better convoy for the 
Lisbon fleet, which, after much dela 3 q sailed in OctobeT*. 
The merchant ships consistecl of 130 sail, in charge of the 
following;— 

Guns. Shipr,, 

' 4 ,.. I Ciimberlaiid . , . . (>)mmodore llickml Edweards 

I Devonshire Captain John Watkins 

76 Koyal Oak . . . . . . „ Baron Wy Id 

j Buby ,, Peregrine Bertie 

^ ( Chester ,, John Balehon 

* On the 23rd of October, the fleet of Sir Cloudesley arrived off Scilly 
in a gale of wind, and sounded in ninety lathonis. In the evening, it is 
believed, he thought he saw the lights of Scilly, as he soon afterwards 
made signals of danger. Sir George Byng was only half a mile to wirnl- 
ward of him, and observed the sea breaking over tlio rocks, known as tlie 
Bishop and his Clerks, upon which rocks the admiral is believed to have 
struck, as his ship, the Association, was never seen afterwards. Besides 
the adinirars ship, Ihe Eagle, seventy, Captain E. Hancock, and tlie 
Romney, fifty, Captain William Coney, also perished, as did the Fire- 
brand ftro-ship. Sir George Ib'Xig's ship, the Royal Anne, was saved by 
tlie great skill of her officers and crew, in setting lier topsails, when only 
a few feet from the rooks. The St. George, also, was riiiraculously saved. 
A magnificont tomb is erected to the memory of Bir Cloudesley in West- 
minster Abbey. Oharnock, vol. ii. p. 28, states, upon what he believed 
to be good authority, that Sir Cloudesley reached Scilly alive, but, being 
in an exhausted state, was afterwardij basely murdered by a female 
wrecker. 
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OiJt tlie 10th of October, being off the tkai'd, the conv 
fell in with the squadrons of Count Forbin and M. 
Dn Guai Trouin, consisting together of twelve sail of the 
line/ Commoddre Edwards fom a line, and stood 
to%vards the enen^y, iii order to give the merciian t ships 
an opportunity of escaping. At about noon the action 
commenced ; M. Dii Guai Trouin and two other ships attack- 
aig the Cimiberland. The hglit was conducted with great 
skill ; but the Cumberland, being dismasted and reduced to 
a dtffenceless state, stniek her colours. The Bevpnshh'e 
maintained a miming fight with five French ships until 
dusk, wiien she blew up ; two only out of her crew of 700 
being saved. ^ Ihe Achille boarded the Eoyal Oak> and a 
long and desperate jxetion ensued ; but having disabled the 
Achillc, the fonner escaped into Kinsale. The Chester and 
Kilby were also captured.- The merchant ships effected 
tlioir escape, and arrived at Lisbon in safety. 

As a very poor set -0 ft' to this success of the French, Cap- 
tain Nicholas Haddock, in command of the Ludlow Castle, 
r)U the 30th of December, off the Long-sand-liead, fell in with 
two large privateex's, each carrying more men than the 
British ship. These ships were the Nightingale and S<;[uirrel, 
fitted out at Dunkirk ; the Niglitingale being under the 
command of one TliornaKS Smith, who liad been dismissed the 
English service. The tw'o ships attacked the Ludlo w Castle, 
but were so warmly received, that they endeavoured to make 

‘ We perform the tardy justice of recording the names of the devoted 
captain and officei*s of this bravely-defended ship, which histormns, who 
wrote when the subject was fresh in the memoiy of all, omitted to do. 
Captain John Watkins, who distinguished himself at the taking of 
Alicant, perished in coinriiaml of this ship. This officer removed into 
tile Devonshire on the 30th of August, 1706, as flag-captain to Rear- 
Admiral Sir John Jennings, but the latter hauled down liis flag on the 
28th April, antecedent to this action. The lieutenants were, Thomas 
Witts, William Tayne, and Robert Tempest ; master, Tliomas Tribbott j 
chaphiin, Alexiinder Wallcer ; gunner, John RoUo. 

“ A court-maa-tial assembled October 27th, 1708^ to try Captains 
Edwards, Balchen, and Wyld, when the two former were honourably 
acquitted, and the latter cashiered, and rendered inca.pable of further 
service in tlie royal navy, a sentence which appears to have been a very 
severe one upon Captain Wyld, who, on so many previous occasions, as 
w ell as on tliis, appears to have behaved well. It aflbrds pleasure, 
however, to add, that he was subsequently reinstated, and lived to be a 
rearadmiral. 
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Haddock gave ekase to the largest, which he 
captured the same night. 

1708.~On the 1st March, the 44-gun ship 'Adventure, 
Ca^)taih Bobert Claik, in the West Indies by 

a sitpeiior Brencb 

Commodore Wager, who commanded the W est-Indi a 
squadron this year, hearing of the aiTival of a Frtjnch squadron 
ht the Havannah, under M. Du Gasse, for the purpose of 
jconvoying home^^^a^^ fleet of Sfteinish treasure-ships, resolved to 
intercept the latter previous to their reaching the Havannah. 
The Sevein, Captain Humplmey Pudner, was accordingly 
despatched to reconnoitre Porto Bello, where the Bpanisli 
wMps were to assemble, from whom the commodore received 
intelligence, oh the 23rd of May, that the fleet had sailed for 
Carthagena on the 1 9th- The ships with Commodore W ager, 
who had his broad pendant in the 60-gun ship Expedition, 
Captain Henry Long, consisted of the 60-gim shi]>s Kingston 
and Poiiland, Captains Simon Bridges and Edward Windsoi*, 
and Vulture fire-ship, with which ho cruised till the 27th. 
On the 28th, at noon, the Spanish ships, seventeen in num- 
ber, wore seen from the mast-head. Commodore Wager 
immediately chased ; but tlxe Spanish admiral, despising a 
force so paltry, proceeded on liis course Avithout deigning to 
notice it. Unable to weather a small island called Barn, tlie 
Spaniards tacked, and thus neared the British, llie Spanisli 
admiral then drew his ships into a line, his owti ship, bearing 
a As^hite pendaiit at the main, in the centre. Of the seventeen 
' sail, two were sloops, and one a brigantine, Avlxich witlidrew 
from the action, and made sail in-shore. This squadron had 
onboard specie to the amount of forty-eight million pieces of 
eight. Commodore Wager decided on engaging tlio Spanish 
admiraFs ship of sixty-four guns himself, and ordered the 
Kingston to engage the’ Auce-admiral, and th^ Portland the 
rear-admiral. The sun Avas just setting as the coininodore 
commenced the engagement, Avhicli, as the ships neared, 
bctijime very fierce. In about an hour and a half the Spanisli 
admiral’s ship took fire, and blcAv up Avith a tremendous 
explosion, vast qttantitics of the burning fragments falling 
upon the 'deck of the Expedition. Seeing the fate of the 
admiral, the Spaniards dispersed in tlie gieatest confusion, 
and it Avas some time before the commodore could renew the 
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action : bnt at about 1 OH., the night being very darls;,'^^^ 
snccoeded in getting alongside the Spanish rear-admirars 
ship, into which he poured a broadMde. Commodore "VVager, 
who had hoisted a iight, being perceived bj?^ the Poi^tland and 
Kingston, w^as soon joined by those ships^ an^ 
midnight the Spanish ship stm‘endered. 

Before daybreak another large ship was discovepd by 
CoTiirnodore Wager on his wreather-bow^, and three sail upon 
the weather-quarter, tln^ee or four leagues off , upon whichj 
Ins owui ship being unable to carry h press of sail, he ordered 
the two ships of Ms squadron which w^ere uninjured to chase 
to windward. This order was tnrdily obeyed ; but the signal 
being repeated, they at length ran the commodore but of 
sight. It appeared, by the captains’ statement bn rejoining, 
that the ship iliey had chased was the vice-admiral’s, but 
tint slie had got among tlie shoals of Salmadinas, and that 
tliey were deterrcMl by the dangerous navigation from follow- 
ing.^ The freight on board tbe Spanish admhars sMp which 
l)lew up was valued at seven million pieces of eight the 
vie<;-admiral had six millions ; tuid the one taken was the 
least valuable. Commodore Wager w'as promoted to be 
rear-admiral on the day of the action, 

1709.* — On the 25ih of February, the following— 


Guns. Ships. 

70 Assurance ..... .Captain Anthony Toilet 

00 8underlan<l .... ,, George Forlxjs 

! ' Hamp.shire .... „ Hon. Henry Alaynard 

Aiigleaea. „ Thomas Legg 

Assistance Abraham Tudor 


sailed from Cork in charge of the traders for Fngland ; and 
f >11 tlie 2nd of March, being eight leagues south- south-west of 
the Lizard, four large ships were discovered standing towards 
them. The convoy was ordered to disperse ; and the Sunder- 
land and Anglesea having parted company the day before, 
Captain Toilet signalled his three remaining ships to form a 
line. iVt 8h. a.m. the enemy bore dowm in line, and having 
amved wdthin inusket-sliot, hoisted French colours. Gom- 

‘ A court-martial wa« held on the 2Srd of July, upon Captains 
Bridges and Windsor, for not persevering more in endeavouring to 
destroy the Spanish vice-admiral, and they were both dismissed their 
Jihips, ■ 
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modore I)ii Gimi Trouin, in the 70«gtm ship Achille, ranged 
tip so close to the Assnraiicej that she fell on hoard, and both 
ships cothixienced a furious cannonade, their yardarms touch- 
having men in her tops, committed 
great havoc on the quartet of the A ssurance, killing 
and ivoutidihg^^ n^ every inan upon it. For half an ]h<^mr 
this destruptiye fire odntmued, when the two ships having 
Mien off before the wind, separated ; but they again elosedj 
4nd renewed the action in a short time upon the other side, 
4pd with eqmii fui'y, when the Achille sheered off, and pur- 
sued the merchant ships. The other three French ships, 
which mounted from forty to fifty guns each, then engaged the 
Assurance, but were soon compelled to desist. The Assuranco 
was left without a shroud or a stay uncut, her foresail and 
fore-topsail were shot to pieces, her best bower-anchor cut 
ffom the bows, one of the flukes of the sheet-anchor shot 
away, and her small bower-anchor driven into her bows. 
Captain Toilet had been four months absent from his duty 
sick, but was on tliis occasion taken on deck in a chair, in 
winch he was wounded. The first lieutenant was wounded 
in the leg, but his wound being dressed, he I’cturnedbn deck. 
The second lieutenant w-as killed, as were several French 
officers, passengers. Altogether, the Assurance sustained a 
loss of twenty-five killed axid fifty-three wounded, many of 
the latter inorially. The French squadron having pi*ineipally 
directed their strength uj)oa Commodore Toilet’s shi]), tlie 
Hampshire had only t wo men killed and eleven wounded, and 
the Assistance eight killed and twenty w^oniuled, among 
which latter was Captain Tudor, mortally. M. Du Giiai 
Trouiii s ship and squadron suffered very severely, although 
their loss is not recorded. The Assurance lost no time in 
refitting, and in pursuing the French squadi'on, to ixrotect the 
convoy. Five merchant ships, however, were unavoidably 
caj)tured, two of which foundered before reacfiiing France. 

Hear- Admiral Lord Dursley, who commanded a squixdron 
in the Channel, having received intelligence that M. Du Giiai 
was cmisiug off Sciliy, departed in pursuit of liim ; and 
having escorted dhe Lisbon fleet as far as ho considered 
necessar3^ he on the 9th of April got sight of the Achille. 
The 50-gun ships Glorieux and Bristol were .‘ilso in com- 
pany ; and the^e latter were overtaken and captured, but the 
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Acliille escaped by her superior sailing, Beveral toaller 
prizes were taken by Lord Dursley’s squadron ; but the 
French were equally on the aleH, and a very harassing and 
destructive warfare was carried on. 

In the month of April, the 32-gim Mgate SweepK^^^ 
Captain Samuel Meade, was captiured off the coast of France 
by two large French privateers, each of superior forOe to the 
British ship. Captain Meade was tried for the loss of his 
ship, and sentenced to be dismissed the service ; but he was! 
shortly afterwards reinstated. 

On the 14th April, the 32-gun frigate Fowey, Captain 
Bichard Lestock, was captured in the Mediterranean by two 
large French privateers. 

On the 18th of May, the 50-gun ship Falmouth, Captain 
Walter Byddel, when off Scilly, in charge of the honieward- 
boimd ISTorth American convoy, fell in with four French 
rnen-of-war. The commodore of the French squadron, in a 
64-gun ship, attacked the Falmouth, and attempted to Iward 
her, which evolution Captain Byddel gallantly met by laying 
the French ship athwart hawse, and in this position, with 
tlieir bowsprits locked together, the two ships for an hour 
and a half kept up a heavy h re. The French crew several times 
attempted to board, but were beaten back with much loss ; 
and finding there was no chance of capturing the Falmouth, 
the French ship disengaged herself, and made sail away. 
Captain Byddel made sail after the convoy, which he con- 
ducted in safety to Plymouth. In this truly gallant encounter 
on the part of Captain Byddel, the Falinouth sustained a loss 
of thiiVeen men killed ; and the captain, in the right leg, 
second lieutenant, Mr, Lawi*ence (a volunteer), and frfty-three 
men, wounded. The Falmouth had on board a freigbt of 
£ 20 , 000 . 

On the 18th May, Captain George Cammock, in the 
Speedwell, captured in Ikjerbavon a laige French privateer, 
and recaptured a valuable merchant ship, her prize. On the 
next morning, the Speedwell captured a second privateer, 
consort to the above ; and three^ weeks afterwards, a fine 
vessel, mounting twelve guns, with mnety men, in the act of 
taking possession of throe merchant ships. 

On the 20th of September, the 6 0-gim ship Plymouth, 
Captain Joims Hanway, being in the Channel, engaged a 
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Fi’fencji $Mp of war. The ^tion lasted an hour, wLen^ 
having had fourteen ofiieers and seamen killed, and sixty 
'bounded, the French ship hatded down her colours. She 
proved to he the Adriad^ a DunMi^ privateer, mounting forty 
with a 260 mom The compleinent of the 

Fiymoiith being much reduced by sickness, was only able to 
man forty of her guns ; and her loss in this action amounted 
to a captain of marines and seven men killed, and sixteen 
wounded^ 

The indefatigable Commodore Du Guai Trouin contimied 
to Immss every English convoy entering or quitting the 
Channel j and on the 26th of October, being about 150 
leagues to the westward of Scilly, captured the 64-gun ship 
Gloucoster, Captain John Balclien. On the 2nd of Novem- 
ber, ibis saxne squadron, consisting of live sail of the line, 
with the Gloucester in company, captured the 50-gun ship 
Hampshire, Captain the Hon. Henry Maynm*d. One ship 
of fifty-six guns and 550 men closely engaged the Hampshire 
for several lioiirs, but was beaten off. The Hamj)8hire was 
chased into Baltimore (Ireland), into which harbour she was 
assisted by boats from the shore; and it was not until the 
boats were observed coming off to her succour that Du Guai 
gave qyer the pursuit. The captain of the Gloucester, who 
was on board one of the French shij)s, afterwards stat(;d 
that the cliief opponent of the Hampshire had 120 men 
killed and wounded. The Hampshire received seventy -two 
shots in her hull, her masts were all more or less shattered, 
and her loss amounted to fifteen killed, as many dangerously, 
and others slightly wounded. The above particulars, which 
differ maierialiy from those given in our former vei*sion, and 
also from eveiy other published account, are derived from 
the Hampshire’s log. 

Bear- Admiral Wager’s squadron continued to do good 
ser\dce in the West Indies, in protecting the trade of the 
colonies, and in harassing that of the French. In the month 
of April, the 50-giin ship Portland, Captain Stephen 
; Hutchins, after convoying the tradei's to Porto-Bello, was 
lying in the Bastimentoes, from which place four ships, two 
of fifty, and tw-o of thirty guns, wei'e observed at anchor in 
the harbour of Porto Bello. The two largest Captain 
Hutchins understood to l>e the Coventry and Mignon, from 
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Africa. On the 1st of May, intellig^ce was broiight to Mm 
that tlieso ships had sailed on thfe previous night ; and the 
Portland immediately put to sea in quest of them. On the 
3rd, at 8h. A.M., two ships were discovered windward, 
which at noon bore up to close thq Portland. They did 
not, however, approach near enough to engage that day ; 
blit on the morning of the 4th, by tacking in the night, 
C^)tain HutcMns got vvithm gun-shot on the lee quarter of 
the Mignon, 'which he engaged. The Go ventry dropped 
astern to support her consort, and taking her station on the 
lee bow of the Portland, both ships kept iip a cross fire upon 
lier, '\vhich did great damage to the rigging and sails. A. 
running fight of some , hours continued, when the Portland 
Ijaviiig had her mainto]>sail-yard cut in t'wo, dropped astern.. 
.All the remainder of the day and night was employed on 
board the Portland in repairing the damages of the previous 
day’s action, and at 41i. a. m. on the 5th, that ship was 
again in chase ; but it was not imtil the 6th that Captain 
Hntdiins was again enabled to bring them fco action. 
At 7h. A. M., the Coventry having given the Portland an 
opportunity, those two ships closed, and a 'well-directed fire 
was opened. The Coventry’s deck wa.s observed to be so 
crowded with men, that Captain Hutchins did not tMnk it 
prudent to attempt to board; but a close actioii was main- 
tained with spirit until llh. A. M., when the French ship 
lost her mainmast. With much obstinacy, however, she 
continued the fight, but at 12h. 30m. surrendered. The 
Mignon escaped. The Coventry had her captain killed, and 
her second captain wounded, together 'with a great many 
men ; her crew having been much augmented from tlio 
Mignon. The Portland, out of a crew 220, sijstained a loss 
of nine killed and twelve woimded. The prize had on board 
20,000 piece.s of eight. 

On the 8th of November, at daylight, the 50 gun ships 
Defiance and Centurion, Captains John Evans and John 
Mihell, being off Euengirola, were chased by two French 
ships of sixty or seventy guns. The British ships shortened 
sail to receive tlie enemy, and at 8h. 30m.. the French ships 
ranging up to leeward of the Befiaiice and Centurion, com- 
menced a fiuious action, 'vvMch lasted until al)Out noon, when 
the French ships sheered off; but not without maldng an 
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tin^uccessfui attempt to tbe Centtirion. The British 

ships chased the eTieiaj till 4h. p. m. ; but, being veiy much 
shattered, wei^ to overtake theim The Joss of the 

Dehaiice amouiited to the masteiv gunner, 

Thorns ^ fifteen men killed ; and Captain EvanSj 

the lieutenant o marines, and 67 woimded. The Oenturloii 
had t^enty-nne, inchiding Thomas Best and the 

<haplaiiiy -Bobeili Williams, killed ; and ft>rty men wounded. 
The French ships were reported to have lost upw’'ards of 100 
men ; and in a shattered state reached Malaga. 

On the 27th of November, the 40-gua ship Winchester, 
Captain Eobert Hughes, chased and, at 81i. p. m., overtook a 
large privateer belonging to Flushing. On arriving within 
bail, Oji^ptain Hughes ordered the stranpnr to heave to and 
send a boat on board ; but the only reply to this hail was 
a musket-hall. The Winchester tlien“ opened her fi re, ami 
after a short action, in which the Dutch captain was kilh'xl, 
the crew of the privateer called for quarter. The above is 
the account furnished by the Winchester’s journal, and it will 
be seen, on coiiiparison, that it diilers inatm'ially from our 
former account, which was derived from the pages of Camp- 
bell and others. 

ITlO.-r^On the lOth of Febnmiy, the 50-gim ships Salis- 
bury and St. Albans, Captains Francis Hosier and Tliomas 
Laurenoe, captured, after a smart action, a French 6()~gtm 
ship off Cape Clear. The Balishury lost in the hction, John 
Kersey, boatswain, and foxir men killed ; and twenty-five 
nien wounded. The prize was added to the navy under the 
iiame of Salisbuiy’s Prize. 

On the 3rd of Alay, ' the 70-gun ship SuftVJk, Captain 
William Cleveland, captured off Messhxa tlio French 5C)-gun 
ship Galliard, but which had only tliirty-eight guns inounted. 

On the 29 th of July, the fleet of Admiral Aylmer, eoin- 
inander-iii-chief in the Channel, discovered several stiil, wliich 
the Kent, Assurance, and York wore ordered to eliase. 
The 70-gun ship Kent, Captain Eobert Johnson, took the 
lead, and chased all night ; and, on the following morning, 
having run Imr eonsorts out of sight, came ivp witli, and, 
after a smai't action, compelled the stranger to surrender. 
The prize proved to be the Snperbe, of fifty-six guns, a 
Well-known and slulful cruiser. Her crew' 'was composed of 
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picked men, and more nnmerous than those of the Kent. 
The Siiperbe, being nearly a new ship, was added to the 
British navy. 

Towards the end of Jnly, the combined EngUsii and 
Dutch fleet being off Toulon, i^tood into Hy^es Bay, where 
a French ship froin Scanderoon, valuably laden, and mount* 
ing fifty guns, Was discovered^ which had taken shelter under 
the guns of three strong batteries. Sir John Korns, think- 
ing the service practicable, despatched the boats of the fleet, 
under the command of Captain Thomas. Stepney, to endea-^ 
Tour to bring her out. The boats, being manned, put off, 
and shoiily afterwards the French crew were observed 
leaving the vessel. The boats rowed hastily alongside and 
boarded the vessel, which proceeding had been provided 
for by the French; for the men had scarcely reached her 
deck, when all on board were blown to atoms* Before 
leaving the vessels, a train had been laid, which communi- 
cated with the magazine; and previously to the last man 
quitting, a slow match was ignited. The vessel blew up 
with thirty-five Englishmen on board, most of whom were 
killed. 

On the 1 3th of December, the 70-gun sliips JW'ai’spight 
and Breda, Captains Josiah Crow and Thomas Long, cruishig 
off Cape B oxen t, chased a large French sliip. The Breda, 
taking the lead, first engaged the enemy, but the latter did 
not suiTender until tlie arrival of the Warspight. The prize 
proved the Maure, of forty-eight guns and 270 men. Cap- 
tain Long and his gnindson were killed in the action, and 
eight men wounded. 

In the month of August, the 50-gun ships Itochester, 
Severn, and Portland, Captains John Aldred, Humphrey 
I^udner, and George Purvis, visited the French harbours on 
the north side of Kewfoundland, and committed great devas- 
tation. In their way thither, also, they took two richly- 
laden merchant ships, valued at £30,000, one of which was 
ai'terwai’ds sur}:)rised and recaptured. The following was the 
amount of their successes In the harbour La Couche, two 
vessels mounting together thirty guns, with 145 men ; in 
Carouse, three vessels, mounting in all sixty-four guns, with 210 
men ; at Petit Maitre, one vessel, of eighteen guns and eighty 
men ; and at Great St. Julian, one vessel, of thirty guns and 



THE navy: 127 

120 men ; tiiree of which were brought away, but the rest 
were destripyed. 

On the 29th of December, the 64-gun ship Pembroke, 
Captain Bdwaril Pumsey, and 32-gun ship Falcon, Captain 
Cities Conatable; ^^ere^^^^^^^^f^^ in with to the southward of 
Kice^ by three FVench of superior force,. The 

Toulouse, of sixty-four guns, engaged the Pembroke with 
much spirit, and the other ships, mounting sixty and fifty- 
four guns, coming to the assistance of the Toulouse, the 
Pembroke stiniek. Captain Rumsey was killed, 140 of his 
crew killed and wounded, and the ship a wreck. The Falcon 
was also pursued, and Captain Constable, althotigh severely 
wounded, refused to qfiit the deck, and continued the action 
as long as a chtoce of success remained, when he stinick. 

1711.— ^On the 22nd of March, the Mediterranean fleet, 
still commanded by Sir John Norris, being in Vado Bay, the 
signed was made for seeing four ships, upon wMch the admiral 
ordered the 60-gun ships Nassau and Exeter to proceed in 
chase. The Lion> L^me, and Severn, British look-out ships, 
joined in the pursuit, and on the 26th an engagement 
took place. The French ships mounted from sixty to forty 
guns each, and maintainod a running fight Avith such of the 
English ships as could get up. The Severn, Captain Hurn- 
phrey Pudner, and Lyme, Captain Janies Gunman, were in 
consequence disabled (the former having had twenty-three 
and the latter six men killed and wounded), and obliged to 
return into poi*t; but tlie Lion, -Captain Galfridus Walpole, 
and the Exeter, Captain Beaumont Ivayinond, continued the 
chase. Captain Walpole lost his right arm, and had forty 
men killed and wounded, and his ship was almost uniigged 
before he relinquishod the pursuit. Tlie Exeter followed, 
and engaged the Pembroke (late English), a 50-gun ship, 
which struck, but the Exeter could not take possession, 
owing to her disal)led state. 

On the 27 th of June, the 46-gim ship Advice, Captain 
Lord Dufllis, while lying at anchor in Yarmouth Roads, was 
attacked by eight large Dunkirk privateers. Such 'was the 
vigour of their assault, that the Advice was in a short time 
reduced to a wreck, and had two-thirds of her crew either 
killed or wounded — the captain among the latter. The ship 
was canied to Dunkiik, where the^in^gnities olfered to the 
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English piisoners proved the captors to deserve the appel- 
lation of pirates, rather than privafteers. 

On the 1 0th of jnne, the dOrgun ship Newcavstle, Captain 
Sampson Bourne, off Antigua, fell in with a ffotilla com- 
prising a ship of thirtj^six guns, one of twent;^-f(>ur gxnis, 
two inerchaiit ships, lune sloop privateers, winch had 
put to sea from Martinique, with the design of reduemg 
A-iatigua. Though for some time unable to bring the Kew^ 
castle’s broadside to bear, Captain Boume persevered, and at 
length, after a three hours’ action, completely dibbled 
and having kiHed sixty-four of their men, compelled the 
dotiila to return to Martinique. On the 27th Jnfy^^ 
50-gun ship Salisbury and 60-gun ^hip Salisbuiy’s Prize, 
Captains Francis Hosier and Boberi Harland, captured off 
Cai-thagena a Spanish galleon mounting 60 brass guns. The 
Salisbury’s Prize had one man killed and six wounded in the 
encounter. 

On the 21st of October, the 70-gun ships Plampton Court 
and Stirling Castle, Oay)tains James Mighells and Richard 
Hughes, when off Minorca, chased two Fi’ench ships,* the 
Trident and Toulouse, each of hfty-two guns. The Hampton 
Court overtook and engaged the Toulouse, and after an 
action of two hours’ duration, the French ship surrendered, 
and was taken possession of by the Stirling Castle, the 
Hampton Couri having no boat that would swim. The 
Toulouse was commanded by M. Grandprez, and had a crew 
of 400 men: she formerly mounted sixty-four guns. The 
Trident escaped. 

The operations of the combined English and Dutch fleet, 
under Admiral Sir John Leake, were this year confined to 
tlie j>rotection of the English coast, and to destroying the 
privateers w'ldch infested the Channel, many of wdiich were 
captured. Still fewer actions do the annals of 1712 afford ; 
and we wit therefore briefly sum up the events of this me- 
moi'abie war, wliicli was terminated by the peace of Utrecht, 
signed on the 1st of April, 1713, and which cannot be better 
done than in the words of Campbell :— 

Upon the close of the vrar, the French found tlieinselves 
totally dej)rived of all pretensions to the dominion of the sea. 
Most of our conquests— indeed, all of them that wore of any 
use to us — ^were made, or at least chiefly, by our fleets. Sir 
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Gmrge Rooke took Gibraltar^ Sir Jolm Leake reduced Mi- 
norca ; and it is also evident that it was our fJeet alone that 
supported King Ghailes in Gataloin^^ kept the king of 
Portugal; steady to the grahA ; which, besides the 

adyant%es it brought to the common cause, secured to us 
the invaiuaj>le profits bf our trade to that countiy. At the 
same time our fleets prevented the French from so much as 
sailing on the Mediterranean, where they had made a fi.gure 
in the last war, and kept many of the Italian states in awe. 
The very Algerines and other piratical states of Barbary, 
contrary to their natural propensity to the French, were 
now obsequious to us, and entertained no manner of doubt 
of the superiority of our flag. In a word, to stun up all, we 
had to deal in the first of the war with the fleets of Brest 
and Toulon, capable of disputing with us the dominion of 
the sea in our full strength.” 

Then follows a summary of ships^ of war captured or 
destroyed belonging to the English and French navies ; by 
which it appears, that in the course of the war the English 
sustained a loss of thirty-eight ships, mounting 1,-596 guns ; 
while that of the French exceeded ours by eighteen ships 
and 1,498 guns. Great Britain retained possession of 
Gibraltar, Minorca, Hudson’s Bay, the whole of Nova Scotia, 
the island of St. Christopher’s, and also Newfoundland, with 
a few exceptions. 


VOL, t 
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George I. commenced bis reign in a period of peace ; and 
we have to pass over three yearn before any battle presents 
itself ■' 

1716. — The piratical states being aga.in on the alert and 
committing piracies, Vice- Admiral John Baker, coniinander- 
in-chief in the Mediterranean, criiised against them. But 
the Sallee rovers for a time continued their depredations 
with impunity, owing to their dravang little water, which 
enabled them to evade onr cruisers. In the month of Octo- 
ber, Captain Arthur Delgarno, of the 20-gun ship Hind, 
tell in with one of tlieir largest, a ship of twenty-four guns, 
which he engaged for two hours and a half, and compelled 
to strike. The vessel sank with all her crew immediately 
afker suiTendering. The Bridgewater destroyed anothei*, 
mounting eight guns. 

, 1718. — A Spanisli force having been despatched with an 
army to attack Sicily, the British court, determined to 
uphold Austria, and maintain tlie neutrality of Italy, ordered 
a fleet of 20 sail of the line, under the command of A dmiral 
Sir George Byng, to proceed to the Mediterranean. On the 
3rd of June this fleet sailed from Spithead, and on the 24th 
arrived at Cadiz. At this place the admmal ac<.|uainted the 
king of Spain, by letter, with his intention of acting against 
all those who should attempt to violate the peace of Italy. 
The king of Spain returned for answer, -Hhat the admiral 
might follow his orders.” The fleet then sailed for Naples, 
where it anchored on the 21st of July. 

On the 30th of July, being to the northward of Messina, 
the admiral received intelligence that the Spanish fleet had 
been seen off Beggio ; and early in the morning two stiil 
were discovered. At the same time a felucca came from the 
Calabnau coast with intelligence that the Spanish fleet was 
visible from the heights. The fleet then made sail through 
the Faro of Messina, in chase of the two vessels, and at 
noon observed the Spanish fleet fbnned in a line of battle. 
Admiral Don Antonio Castaneta commanded the Spanish 
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fleet, /whicii conBisted of twenty-six sliips of war, thirteen 
bombs and smaller vessels, and several store-ships, <fec. Upon 
seeing the British fleet, Castaneta made sail with the wind 
abaft the beam, but maintaining the order of sailing. Sir 
George Byng ordered the Kent, Superbe, and Or- 

ford, to make what sail they could after the Spanish fleet,' 
and endeavour to keep sight of them during the night. On 
the morning of the 31st of ^tily, at daylight, the British fleet 
had gained considerably, and the smaller vessels of the 
Spanish fleet tacked and endeavoured to get in shore, Sii 
George, however/ despatched the Canterbury, Captain Wah 
ton, together with the Argyle and six others, to cut them 
oif ; and as those ships ^ approached, the Spaniards fired a 
broadside into the Argyle, thereby commencing hostilities. 

Leaving these eight ships to deal with the in-shore squa- 
dron, Sir George stood on after the larger ships ; and here 
we will iiiseri a list of the two fleets : — 


Guns. 

90 


Sljips. 


70 


60 


50 


[ Admii’al Sir George Byng 

Barflexir ■< George Sanders, 1st captain 

^ Richard Lestock, 2nd „ 
i Vice-Admiral Charles Cornwall (white) 
J Captain John Balchen 


80 Shrewshxxiy . . 


Dorsetshire .... 

, Rear-Admiral George Delaval 
' Captain John Fiirger 

Bur ford 


Charles Vimbriigli 

Essex 


Richard Rowzier 

Grafton 


ISTicliulas Haddock 

Lenox .... ... 


Charles Strickland 

Breda 


BaiTow Harris 

Orford ........ 


Edward Falkingham 

Kent ........ 


Thomas Matthews 

Royal Oak .... 


Thomas Kempthome 

L. Captain ...... 

ft 

Archibald Hamilton 

" Canterbury .... 

it 

George Walton 

Dreadnought . . 

9i 

William Haddock 

Rippoii ..... . 

a 

Christopher O’Brien 

Superb© ...... 

>9 

Streynsham Master 

Rupert. . , . .... 

99 

Arthur Field 

Dunkirk ...... 

99 

Francis Drake 

, Montagu . . . . . . 

99 

Thomas Beverley 

V Rochester .... 

ii 

J oseph Winder 

1: Argyle 

99 

Ooningsby Norbury 


The aggregate of the crews of the above ships is stated at 
8,885. The Spanish fleet consisted of the following 
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Guns. 

.74 

70 


60 


50 

46 

44 


Ships, 

Philip*^ 

Prince of Asturias* 
^Iloyal* 

>St. Lotiia 
St. Ferdmand 
St. Carlos * 

Sta. Isabella * 

Bta, Bosa* 

St. Jobn Baptist 
^ St, Peter 
Pearl 

Name unknown f 
I St. Jsidore* 
Esperenza f 
Voiante 


Guns. 

44 I 

36 I 


Ships, ’ 

Name uttknowii f 
Hermione 
Poreupme (Frenob) 
Surprise* 

Juno ■■ 


. GaHera. ' 

30 Castilla 

( Count de Tliolouse 
26 Tyger* 

24 E^le ^ ^ ^ ^ 

22 St, Francis Arcres 
cyfs iXittle St. Ferdinand 
[Little St. John 
18 Arrow: 


The crews of the above fleet numbered 8,830. 

Sir George Byiig continued pursuing tbe main body of the 
Spanish fleet ; and the Orford and Grafton being the leading 
ships, were fired at by the stemmost ships of the Spanish 
fleet at about lOh. a.m. The admiral, however, oautioiisly 
ordered those ships not to return the fire of the Bpaniai*ds, 
unless it was ropj^ated ; but thi.s having been done, the 
<)rford attacked, and in a short time took the Santa Rosa, 
sixty-four. The San Carlos, sixty, struck to the Kent. The 
Grafton, having shot ahead, took up a position close to the 
Principe de Asturias, seventy, bearing the flag of Vice- 
Admiral Chacon, which he engaged with great eflect ; but 
till ding the Breda and Captain tp lie closing with him, 
Captain Haddock gallantly made sail for the next ahip, 
leaving the Principe, much shattered, to be taken pos^ssion 
of by those ships. This was tlie plan pursued throughout 
the action by the brave Haddock, which accounts for no ship 
} laving struck to the Grafton. At about Ih. p.m., the Kent 
and Superbe having arrived up, engaged the Spanish admiral 
in the St. Philip, but, supported by two ships of his fleet, 
(JaKstaneta maintained a lunuing fight for two hours. The 
Kent, by her superior sailing, passing under the stem of the 
St. Philip, fired a destructive faking broadride into her, and 
then hauled up on her lee-quarter. The Superbe also 
attacked her on the weather-quarter j and after an obstinate 

* We anticipate the eonrse of the history by affixing * to those ships 
tiiken, and f to those burnt or destroyed ; the remainder escaped. 
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defence, the Spaniard surrendered, having lost 200 men. 
The Barfleur was attacked by two G0*-gun ships, just ariived 
from Malta in the midst of the engagement, one, the St. 
Louis, bearing Bear-Adtniral Ghiavara’s flag ; but after firing 
their broadsides, both tacked and stood in for the land. The 
Barfle^ tacked aftbr them, and pursued tili nearly dark ; 
but the wind being light and baffing, Sir George Bjmg was 
obliged to bear up for his own fleet. Tlie Essex captured 
the Jimo ; the Montagu and Ilupei't, the Volante ; and tlie 
Dorsetshire, the Santa Isabella. This memorable action w^as 
fought about six leagiies from Cape Passaro. 

Wo now return to Captain Walton, from whom, on the 
IStli, the admiral received the following laconic epistle - 

** Sir,— W e have taken and destroyed all the Spanish ships and vessels 
which were upon the coast, the number as per margin. 

“lam, &c., 

“ Canterbury, off Syraousa, “ G. Walton.” 

“August 16 (N.S.), 1718.” 

These ships, “ as per margin,” comprised the Royal, sixty, 
bearing Rear-Admiral Mari’s flag ; one ship of fifty, one of 
forty-four, and one of twenty-four guns, with a bomb-ves.sel, 
and a ship laden with military stores, captured. Those Ijiiriit 
were one of fifty-foui* guns, two of forty, and one of thiily 
guns ; with a fire-ship and bomb-vcs.sel. 

The ship which suffered most on the 31st July Was the 
Grafton. Her loss, by a reference to the ship’s log, has been 
ascertained to have amounted to Lieut enaiit Richard Bram- 
ble and fifteen men killed, and thirty-seven wounded. None 
of our histories make the slightest mention of the above, or 
of the loss in the two fleets ; but little doubt can be enter- 
tained that it was severe on both sides, and paiticularly on 
board the Spanish ships. 

The conduct of Sir George Byng was wholly approved by 
the government. 

Tlie St. Philip was destroy^ by fire at Port Mahon a 
short time after vvards, and Don Antonio Castaneta died of 
wounds received in the action shoitly after having been 
landed at Sicily. War was formally declared against Spain 
on the ITth of December. 

1719.— In the succeeding year. Sir George Byng;i who for 
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Ms einment sei’vices had been created Visconnt Torrington^ 
besieged and took the citadel of Messina, and carried on his 
operations, in coniiinction with some Anstriah foix;es, with 
snch energy, that the Spaniards were tuider . the necessity of 
evacuating the island. 

On the 28th of june, the 40-gun ship Looe, Oaptain George 
Protheroe, captured a hirge Spaiiiidi privateer between CorBica 
and Capri, after an heroic defence, iii which the latter sus- 
tained a loss of eighty men killed and wounded, and the 
ijooe of two men killed. 

On the 1st July, the 70-gun ship Grafton, Captain Ni- 
cholas Haddock, chased three Genoese sliips, conveying a 
reinforcement of 800 soldiers to the Spaniards, and a lai'ge 
quantity of arms. Two were taken, and the third driven on 
shore. The 70-gim ships Lenox, Breda, and Essex, Captains 
Cliarles Sti'ickland, BaaTow Harris, and Kichard Ilowzier, 
heaving in sight during the action, stood towards the stranded 
ship, and, after engaging the castle, close under which she was 
on shore, succeeded in burning her. 

In August, a British squadron, commanded by Captain 
Robert Johnson, with a body of troops under Colonel Stan- 
hope, attacked the Spanish shipping in Port Antonio : 200 
seamen landed with Colonel Stanhope ; and having destroyed 
two batteries and foity-sevon pieces of cniinon, they proceeded 
to the arsenal, w^here the seamen burnt one ship of seventy 
guns, and two of sixty ^uns on the stocks, nearly rejidy for 
launching, besides setting tire to the timber deposited there. 
TMkS exploit wekS attended with the Joss of foiu- or five seamen 
drosvned in landing. 

On the L5th of September, Captain Robert Johnson, in 
the Wejnnouth, having under his orders the Winchester 
frigate and Bursley galley, received intelligence that two 
S}>anisli shi|>s of war and a large merchant ship were lying in 
the liarbour of Ribades, about sixteen leagues to the eastward 
of Cape Ortiigal. Leaving the I>ui*sley off the Groine, Cap- 
tain Jolmson, accoinpaiiied by the Winch ester, anived at 
Ribades on the IGtlx. Haring sent the boats ahead to sound, 
tlie ships stood in under easy sail, and anchored betw^een the 
ships and a battery of eight guns, within musket-shot of each. 
In a short time the fire of the ships and battery also was 
silenced, and a party of men landed and took possession of 
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the latter I tKe war blew ij.p before they could be 

boarded, but the merchant ship wa^ carried off! Captain 
Johnson received the honour pf knighthood. 

On the 29idi Sept€ 9 nber^ a coinmahded 

by liord Cobham and y^ice- Adnai^ Janies Mighells, attacked 
and surprised Tigo, with the loss to the British of two 
offieors and four men M The operations were continued 
only about four days, when the place surrendered. Large 
quantities of brass cannon, 8,000 muskets, and aminunition 
were seized, all which were to have been employed against 
England. Seven ships, including three piivateers, were 
captured. From Vigo the troops departed for Poiita V edra, 
which place surrendered without opposition, and was found 
to contain vast quantities of military Stores. 

On the night of the 7th of Decembei*, a squadron, com- 
manded by Commodore Philip Cavendish, consisting of the 
Dover, Advice, and Norwich, fell in, off Cape St. Vincent, 
with three large Spanish ships, which they engaged on 
the 9th y but owing to the state of the weather, which pre- 
vented the British ships from opening their lower deck ports, 
the Spanish ships escaped. The British squadron lost in this 
engagement forty men killed and wounded. 

1720. — His Catholic majesty acceded to the quadruple 
alliance in February of this year. 

1723.— The West Indies and coast of Africa were infested 
by pirates ; and one, who bore the name of Roberts, siiid to 
have been a man of good education, rendered himself parti- 
cularly formidable, as well by the squadron at his disposed, 
as by his dexterous seamansliip. 

On the 4th Febmaiy, the GO-gim ship Swallow, Captain 
Sir Chaloner Ogle (having a few days previously received 
intelligence at Whydah, on the west coast of Afiica, re- 
specting this piratical ship, wliich had captured and de- 
stroyed several ships'' of various nations), being off‘ Cape 
Lopez, observed three ships at anchor in-shore. Believing 
the ships to be those of which he was in search, Sir 
Chaloner stood off shore, in order to draw out one or more 
in pursuit. Having disguised the SVallow as much as pos- 
sible, the pirate imagined her to be another Indiaman, of 
which ho had latterly made many prizes ; find accordingly, 
the Little Ranger, commanded by one Skyrme, moxxuting 
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thirty-two guns, with a crew of 130 men, was ordered in 
chase. The Swallow continued standing out to sea before 
the wind, but with her aboard, and yards braced 

sharp up, so as to allow the pirate ship to overtake her; and 
ha ving by these means succeeded in drawing her out of dlght 
of her companions, roimded to, and a^^^ the pirate to 
close. The latter bore down with the black flag flying, an 
engaged the Swallow; but on the Swanow hoistiiig^ her 
cnsignand pendant,it was hauled down; the fla^was, however, 
rehoisted, and kept flying till her surrender. $his soon took 
place, for on opening the Swallow’s lowerdeck ports> the 
pirate received so heavy and unexpected a fire, that; Shyrme 
being killed, the crew called for quarter. Having sent his 
prize to Princes Island, Sir Chaloner Ogle, two days after- 
w'iirds, stood into the bay in which the Great Banger and 
the remaining consort were lying ; and by employing the 
rme of hoisting the black flag over English colours, he suc- 
ceeded in getting alongside the pirate before the true state of 
the case was known. lioberts was killed by the first broadside, 
otherwise he would have blown up the ship, or have smik, 
instead of surrendering ; but the captain being dead, and the 
mainmast being shot away, the crew asked quarter, Which 
being promised, tlie black flag was hauled down. The third 
ship, mounting twenty guns, had been captured from the 
Frc*ncli a short time previously, at Whydali. Several of the 
} urates escaped on shore, but the remainder, to the mxmber 
of 160, were, with the three prizes, carried to Cape Coast. 
The pii-ates were th ere tried, and seventy condemned, fifty- 
two of whom were hung in chains along the coast. ^ 

1734. — The first occurrence of note in the reign of 
Geoi-ge II. was the reduction of Morocco. The blockade of 
their ports was so successfiilly performed by Captain J ames 
Cornwall, in the Greyhound, with the 20-gun ships Ilnrsley 
and Bose, Captains Thomas Smith and Charles Wyndham, 
that the emperor w»as compelled to release all his English 
prisoners, to the number of 140. Buiing the various opera- 
tions, two large corsairs, each mounting twenty-six guns, ^ 
were destroyed by the 20-gun ^ip Shoreham, Captain John 
To wry, assisted by the Rose, 

‘ Several of the gibbets until very lately remained standir^g. 
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1739.™Tbe ooHdu^ of the Spanish guarda costas, and of 
the king of Spain in refusing to aiford restitution and com- 
pensation for injuries sustained, occasioned an expedition 
to he fitted again^ the Spanish India 

settlements, in . the heighfeourhood of which the atrocities 
complained of had Been committed. At the same time, an 
embargo was laid upon Spanish ships found in English 
.ports^- " 

On the 24th of July, this expedition, commaiided by 
Vice- Admiiul Edward Vernon, consisting of the Lenox, 
Elizabeth, Biiiford, and Kent, of seventy guns ; Worcester, 
Strafibrd/ and Princess Louisa, of sixty guns j and 50-gim 
ship Norwich — sailed from Spithead. Owing to adverse 
winds in the Channel, the ships were forced into Plymouth, 
wdiere Admiral Vernon received intelligence respecting the 
Azogues fleet, then daily expected, and for which a Bpanish 
squadron \yas looking out oft* Caj)e Einisterre. The vice- 
admiral therefore sailed from Plymouth on the 3rd of 
August, and on the 9th anived oft* Cape OriugaL Here he 
received inteiligence that the Azognes fleet had not amvecl, 
and that the Spanish squadron had returned to Cadiz. 
Leaving the Lenox, Elizabeth, and Kent, to cruise for it, he, 
with the remainder of the squadron, saile<l for Madeira and 
the West Indies. On the 29th of September, he arrived at 
Antigua. After some delay in obtaining the requisite intel- 
ligence, the expedition having been joined by Commodore 
Charles Brown, sailed for Porto Bello on the 5th of Novem- 
ber. On the 20th, the squadi'on, consisting of tlie following, — 

Guns. Sbips. 

Burford 

^ ^ Ilaiiipton Court 
^Worcester...., 
go j Straffiv-d. • • ; ■ • 

I Pnrycess Louisa 
50 Norwdoh ..... 

came in sight of Porto Bello, and having chased many ves- 
sels into the harbour, the Spaniards became billy aware of 
their pi’esence j but so wanting w^as Don Francisco M. do 
llotez, the governor, in energy, that no precaution was taken 


Men. 

^nn 5 Vice-Admiral Edward Vernon (blue) 
( Captain Thomas Watson 
( Commodore Charles Brown 
( Captain Digby Dent 
.400 ,, PejTy Mayne 

. 400 ,, Thomas Trevor 

, 400 ,, Tliomas Waterhouse 

.300 ,, Bichard Herbert 
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to defend the place. Porto Bello stands on the 11011)11 side 
of the Isthmus of Barien, and has a convenient bay— in 
depth about a mile----ydth a good anchorage. On the north 
side of the bay, near the entrance to the harbour^ stood a 
strong castle, called the Iron Gastle, mounting Bevehty-<dght 
g\ms, -with a battery of twenty-two guns, nearfy level m 
the water ; the whole garrisoned by 300 men. On the 
southern side of the bay, about a mile farther up, on an 
eminence, stood Gloria Castle, consisting of t^vo regular 
bastions, towards the bay, which mounted niiieiy^ g^^^ 
besides a lino of eight guns, pointing towards the tmirance to 
the anchorage ; which was garrisoned by 400 mem Above 
this castle again, on a sandy point, running into the bay, 
stood Fort St. doronimo, a quadrangular redoiilit, strongly 
built, mounting twenty guns. The two last-named castles 
commanded the anchorage, and, together with Iron Castle, 
rendered the entrance to the harbour difficult. At the 
bottom of the bay, built along the shore in the form of a 
crescent, was the town of Porto Bello. 

On the 21st, the squadron giit underway with an easterly 
wind, and worked up to the harbour ; and at 2h, p. m. the 
Hampton Court anchored close under the Iron Castle, and 
commenced cannonading it. The Hampton Court was soon 
supported by the Norwich and Worcester ; and the united 
fire of these ships quickly silenced the battery., Vice-Ad- 
miral Vernon arriving up about this time, mid observing the 
slackness of the enemy’s fire, ordered the boats, laaimed and 
armed, to assemble near him; but the enemy, on the anival 
of tlie admiral, appeared to have been desirous of making 
another cfibif , and recommenced their lire ; but the admiral’s 
ship, adding to the cannonading they ha,d already eudui’ed, 
again obliged them to slacken, and the soldiers in the lowei 
batteries were driven from tbeir guns by the sinall-arm men 
stationed in the sliips’ tops. Upon tiiis, this vice-adiniral 
ordered the boats, commanded by Lieutenant Thomas Bro- 
derick, to shove off from the sliips, and in a short the 

seamen, clambering up the face of the raTiipart, by the lid of 
each other’s heads and shoulders, made themselves masters 
of the castle, and advanced towards the town. The Spa- 
niards fled in all dii^ections ; and as feinforcements of sailors 
arrived from the ships, all appearance of opposition ceased/ 
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and a wMte flag was held out flL‘om tKe walls of the town, in 
to^ken of a desire to capitulate, The castles of Gloiia and 
St. Jeronimo still held out ; and means w^ere resorted to for 
reducing these on the following day ; init the Spanish 
governor oflered to surrender upon certain terms j but which 
not being admissible, the admiral proposed others, wliich the 
governor, after a few hours* deliberation, agreed to. Captaiii 
Newton was accordingly sent, with 200 soldiers, to take 
possession of the castles and town, and a party of seamen to 
secure two ships of twenty guns, in the harbour, together 
with a great number of smaller vessels. The loss on the 
part of the Bntish was slight. The Burford had three men 
killed, and five wounded j the Worcester, a like number ; and 
in the Hamjdon Gourt, one man was wmunded. Treasure 
to the ambiint of 10,000 , dollars found in Porto Bello, in- 
tended for the payment of the garrison, was seized, and 
immediately distribixted amongst the captors ; but the town 
was not plundered. Forty guns, ten field-pieces, four mor- 
tars, and eighteen patei'eroes, all of brass, were sent oif to 
the ships, together wuth amnmnition ; but the iron guns 
were destroyed. Captain Charles KnowleSj assisted by 
Captain Boscawen, was ordered to superintend the destruc- 
tion of the forts. The task was one of difficulty, oAvirig to 
the strength and thickness of the walls, and w^as not com- 
pleted till the 6th of December, when the mines being pro- 
perly charged and spnmg, the castles, wdiich had so long 
aflbrded protection to the giiarda costas, were levelled. 

17*40. — On the j 8th of Apiil, the Spanish 74-guii ship 
I*rmceza, Captain Don Paiio de Ger«a, w^as captured off Cape 
Fin isterre, after a most noble defence, by the 70-gun ships 
Benox, Orford, and Kent, Captains CoviU Mayne, Lord 
A. Fitzroy, and Thomas Durcll. The Spanish ship, out of 
a crew of men, had thirty-five killed an(J 100 wounded ; 
and the three ships before mentioned lost, in all, seventeen 
killed and ^ forty wounded, Among the latter was Captain 
Diirell, wdio lost one of his hands. The Prinoeza was a fine 
now^'ship, and was, under the same name, added to the 
British navy. 

On the 22nd of March, Yice-Admiral Vernon entei ed the 
river Chagre with his squadron, demolished the Castle of 
Lorenzo, and took a large epantity of pdate; but, owing to 
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the arrival of a vastly superior forcei he was compelled to 
remain in Port Poyal harbonr for the remainder of the year. 

On the 19th of I>ecemherv an addon took place 
paniola, between the Prince iVederickj Captain Lord Anbery 
Beauclerk, Orford, and Weymouth, and a large French ship 
which they fell in with. After the ships had lost many 
men, it was deemed advisable to discontinue the action, the 
countries not being at war. 

1741 . — The squadron of Vice- Admiral Veriion was rein- 
forced by Bear- Admiral Sir Ohaloner Ogle, in the 8Q-gim 
ship Cumberland, and it was determined to attack Cartha- 
geiia. On the 25th of February, the vice-admiral got under- 
way with the fleet, consisting, with transports, cfec., of 124 
sail, and on the 4th of March, anchored in Plaza Crande 
Bay, between Cartliagena and Point de Canoa. A feint was 
here made at landing, which had the effect of drawing a 
large body of troops to this part of the shore, where they 
began intrenching. The garrison of Carthagena consisted of 
4,000 men; but to oppose to this, the expedition contained 
land forces to the number of 12,000, and twenty-nine sail of 
the line, with a lai’ge proportion of frigates, eontaining in 
the whole 15,938 seamen. On the 9th, Sir Chaloner Ogle 
shifted his flag to the 60-gun ship Jei’sey, Captain Peter 
Laurence, and the whole moved towards the intended place 
of debarkation. 

The entrance to Carihagena is six miles to the westward 
of the city, between two narrow peninsulas called Terra 
Bomba and the Baradera. This entrance is called Bocca 
Chica, and is >so narrow that only one slup can enter at the 
same time. On the side of Terrji Bomba, was the square 
fort St. Louis, having four bastions, mounted with eighty- 
two guns and tlii*ee mortars ; to which was added Fori St. 
Philip, mounting seven gim3„ and St. Jago, inoun ting fifteen 
guns ; and a smaller battery of four guns, called Batteiy de 
Ohamba, serving as outworks to it. On Baradera side, the 
fortifications were equally strong, consisting of a fascine bat- 
tery of fifteen guns, called the Baradera ; and in a smal^bay 
at the back of that, another batteiy of ; five guns. Facing 
the entrance of the harbour also, on a small flat island^ stood 
Fori St. Joseph, mounting twenty-one guns. The Bocca 
was, in addition, protected by a strong boom, flanked by the 



1741.] THE 141 

bTo^dsides of four large ships of the lme> one pf wMeh bor 
the flag of Adimral i>on Bte 

As the ships passed along, the Chamba battery began to 
Are, btit ^as soon silenced by the Piincess Amelia, Captain 
James Henimington j the fascine battery also gave no trouble. 
About noon, the SO^gun ships Norfolk, llussel, and Shrews- 
buty, Captains Thomas Craves, Richard Norm, and Isaac 
Towhshend, anchored very close to the forts St. Jago and 
St. Philip, wh’ ;h in an hour they so shattered that the 
Spaniards abandoned them, and the soldiers lahded and took 
possession. This success was obtained with the loss of a few 
men killed on board the Norfolk and Russel ; but the 
Shrewsbury, owing to having had one of her cables cut, 
whereby her stem became exposed to the united fire of the 
enemy’s ships inside, as well as of two fascine batteries, 
suflei-ed more severely. Captain Townshend, however, 
refused to I'etire, but maintained the combat for seven hours ; 
and night having put an end to the contest, the Shrewsbury 
was brought ofl^ having luid twenty men Mlled, and forty 
wounded, the ship being almost a wreck. 

The next three days were occupied by the land forces in 
making arrangements for the investment of Fort St. Louis ,* 
but receiving much annoyance from the forts on the Baradera 
side, the \iee-adiniral determined that the forts on that side 
sliould be attacked, and taken, if possible, by surprise. Ac- 
cordingly, a division of boats wiis appointed, and the coinniand 
of the }>arty intrusted to Captain Thomas Watson, of the 
7()-gtm ship Burfbrd, having under his orders Captains Harry 
Norris and Charles Coleby. The storming party w^as under 
the orders of Captains Edward Eoscawen, William Laws, and 
Thomas Cotes. The entei^^rise was delayed by bad weather 
till the 19th. At midnight, the boats landed, about a mile 
to leeward of Baradera battery, which battery mounted fifteen 
^4-pounders. The boats pushed in between two reefs of 
rocks, and close under the walls of a 5-gun battery, which 
perceiviiig their approach, opened fire. The report of tlie 
gunsi^cted ?is a spur to the crews of the boats, who, in the 
coiu'se of a few minutes, scrambling over the -walls and 
through the embrasures, quickly possessed themselves of this 
imj)ediment. The guns of the small battery had, howcwer, 
acted as an alarm also } and the larger battery, rightly 
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guessing the cause of the filing, pointed three of their guns 
at it, and poured in a constaiit fire of round and grape shot. 
Owing to the Irad aim taken, few shot took eifect, atid the 
storming party advanced at a quick pace upon the large 
battery, and after a stoiit resistance earried it also ; when, 
splicing the guns, and breaking up the platfoinn, they set fire 
to everything that would burn within the batter^^^ and 
returned to their ships, having sustained a very trifling 
loss. 

The enemy still holding out against the besiegers, another 
attack from the shipping was determined upon ; and Com- 
modore Hichard Lestock, with two ships of eighty, three of 
seventy, and one of sixty guns, was intrusted with it. Five 
ships, under Sir Chalonor Ogle, were appointed to take the 
place of any disabled ship. Early on the morning of the 
23rd, Commodore Lestock, in the Boyne, with the Princess 
Amelia^ Prince Frederick, Hampton Couit, Suflblk, and Til- 
bury, Captains Jfunes Hemmington, Lord Aubeiy Beauclerk, 
Digby Dent, William Davies, and Charles Long, took up 
their stations under the batteries, and abreast of the four 
shi]>s inside the boom ; all which, upon the approach of the 
British, opened a heavy fire. The Boyne being a little to 
Jeeward of her intended position, was exposed to a tre- 
mendous ci’oss-fire ; but the Princess Amelia being better 
stationed, did great execution, demolishing a fascine battery, 
wliile the Prince Frederick and Hampton Court kept up a 
smart cannonading throughout the day ; but towards night, 
the Boyne being obliged to quit her position, these ships had 
to sustain the fire which that ship had previously received, 
and before morning were so much shattered, that the admiral 
ordered them off. The Suffolk and Tilbuiy continued their 
fire upon the Fort St. Louis throughout the night. Tlie 
effect of the fire of the British squadron was less dcstructivo 
to the enemy than it was disastrous to the crews of the 
diflerent ships, which suffered very severely : the exact* 
amount of the loss is not recorded. Captaiii Lord Aubeiy 
Beauclerk wfis killed in this encounter. 

On the 24rth, Captain Hemmington, in the Princess 
Amelia, Avith the 50-gun ship Lichfield, * and 20-gun ship 
Shoreham, Captains Knowles and Boscawcn, were ordered 
in to attack the battery on the Baradera side, which had 
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before been taken ; and at tbe same time Captain Watson, 
liaving tinder his orders Lientenant Arthur Forrest, , was 
sent vrith a party of sailors to which lie did, 

and passing over the neck of land, ^ the har- 

botcn The land forces having by this time succeeded in 
making a bi’each in Fort St* liouis, which it vvas deterrnined 
to storm, Yice- Admiral Yernon ordered that, at the same 
time, a party of soameii should land on the Baradera side, 
in order to. distract the enemy’s attentioiL Accordingly, on 
the afternoon of th <3 25th, Captain Knowles, at the head of 
the seamen, landed, and drawing up his party near the fascine 
battery, soon attracted the attention of the besieged to that 
side, At five o’clock General Wentworth gave the signal 
for the attack— the breach was stormed and carried, with the 
loss of only one mail. The confusion into w hich the Spaniards 
were thrown by this successful and unexpected assault being 
observed by Captain Knowles, lie, ^vith his sailors, rowed 
close up to Fort St. Joseph, and landi ng, stormed, and car- 
ried it with very little trouble. Leaving Captain Cotes in 
charge of this foi*t, Oiiptaiii Knowles, with Captain Watson, 
then proceeded to the entrance of the harbour, and getting 
inside the boom, boarded and captured the 70-gun ship Gal- 
licia, with her captain on board, before' they could find time 
to take out a plug, by which she was to lia v^e been sunk. 
The boom was next destroyed ; and thus were the principal 
obstacles to« the advance of the fleet, and the total destnic- 
tion of Carthagena removed. But sickness among the troops, 
and ill temper a mong the land and sea coinmanders, lost tlie 
reward for whicli they had so long toiled. The want of 
unanimity, which characterized every subsequent proceeding, 
led to the most fatal results. On the 30th of March tiie 
fleet entered the harbour 3 and the Spaniards, on observing 
its approach, abandoned such forts as they knew were not 
tenable, and sank their two remaining ships of war. Hero 
the success’' terminated ; for the troops being repulsed with 
great loss at Fort Lazar, it was resolved to raise the siegt^, 
which on the 14th of April was accordingly done. 

Yice-Admiral Yernon determined, on the 16th of AjutI, 
to send in the Gallicia, fitted as a floating battery, to anchor 
ofi’ the city and attack it, vrhich was performed with much 
gallantry by Captain Daniel Here. After" cannonading the 
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town for five hoitrs, the G«,llicia to a \\^eok by 

the iire from the batteries, aad having theh cut her 
with the sea-breeze succeeded m getting out frohx t®<>n 
dlioals, with the loss of six killed, and fifty-six wouhded. 
That Tice-Admfrai Yernon was biameable for the frilure of 
this expedition, is proved by this frmtiess attaok. Where 
the Gallicia went, the fleet roight have been conducted f and 
there can be no doubt, that had the co-operation of the fleet 
and seamen been afforded, the attack on Fort Lazar woul d 
have succeeded, and the. town of Carthagena havC fallen. 
The troops were reduced by sickness and cJisualties to 3,000 
men. 

On the 9th of October another unsuccessful attack was made 
upon St, Jago de Cuba. During the siege, ihe 20-gun ship 
Squirrel, Captain Peter Warren, discovered a Spanish priva- 
teer of sixteen guns and 130 men at anchor in a small cove, 
under shelter of a lock ; most of her crew being at the time 
on shore cutting a spar. The Sqiiirrel stood in and anchored 
close to the privateer, and in the course of ta short tiine 
(iompelled the crew to abandon her. To prevent the Squiirel 
from taldng possession, the crew opened a galling fire of 
imisketry from the shore. Upon this, Captain Warren de^ 
spatclied a lieutenant with twenty men to dislodge tlieni ; 
and the privateer’s men instantly retreated,^ but a great 
many were overtaken and made prisoners. 

1742.— On the 27th of December, the British 16-gun 
})rivateer Pulteriey, with a crew of 142 men, James Purcell 
commander, on her return to Gibraltar from a cruise, was 
attacked by two large Spanish zebecks, each carrying twelve 
guns and 120 nien. The wind being very light, the zebecks 
l>y tlie aid of their sweeps were enalded to choose their 
jiositioii, and oveitook the privateer close off Europa Point. 
(Ill arriving up, the Spaniards ordered the Pulteney to sur- 
render ; and being answered by a broadside, attempted 
several times to carry her by boarding, but were on each 
oocasiou repulsed with great slaughter. After an action 

* One of the sailors observing a Spaniard lying dead on an English 
ensign,, swore he should not have so honourable a bed, and having rolie<l 
him off, carried the on l>oard his ship, when concealed in a oorner of 
it were found papers of much consequence relative to an intended junC’* 
tion of the French and Spanish forces. 
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whibli lasted iiours, tiie SpaBiah vessels siieered off 

and returned tp their port,' with the loss of near 100 inen 
killed and woimded* The J?ultency liad pnlj on^ mail 
killed, and hve wounded. 

1743. — On the 11th of January, Captain Char-les Holnaes, 
in the 40-gtm Sapphire, reived intelligm that five 
Spanish privateers, which h^ been doing much iiiju3y> were 
lying in the harbour of Vigo, under repair ; and on the 1 Jth 
arrived off the town. The privateers had landed their guns 
and mounted them on the quay; and had also eonstr acted 
a small battery to the southward for protection. The Sap- 
pliire stood in for the harbour, and as soon as she got within 
gun-shot, the Spaniards commenced firing from the quay, a 
shot from which dismounted one of the Bappb ire V lower 
deck guns, killed one man, and woimded seven. Another 
shot passed through her foremast, and a third struck 
her betw^een wind and water. The Sapphire proceeded, 
without the ability to return a shot ; but at length, having 
anchored close to the town, opened so well-directed a fire 
upon the batteries and piivateers, tlvat she sank two of 
them, and greatly damaged the other tLree ; when weighing 
anchor, Captain ITolmes stood out to sea, having sustained 
no further loss than that already mentioncid. 

Vice-Admiral Sir Chaloner Ogle, who had succeeded to 
the West-India comuiand, determined on attacking the foits 
on the CaiucGa coast, and on tlie 18th of Februaiy, Com- 
modore K-xiowles, having been despatched thither, arrived 
off La Guira with the under-mentioned squadron, for that 
purpose. 


0run.s. . Ships, 

I Suffolk . 

^ Bnrford 
1 Assistance . . 
Korwich . . /. 
[ Aclvice ...... 

Eltham .... 

j Lively ...... 

[ Scarborough 

Otter 

Comet, bomb 


70 


50 

40 

20 

14 


Commodore Charles Knowles 
Captain Edward Pratten 
,, Eranklyn Lushington 
Smith Callia 
Thomas Gregory 
Elliot Smith 
llichard Watkins 
Henry Stewart 
Laughlin Leslie 
John Gage 
lii chard Tyrrel 


The squadron stood in for La Guira, led by the Biirford, 
and commenced the attack at noon. La Guira was protected 
VOL. I. L 
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ty powerful batteries, and,, omiig to tbe sballowuess of tlie 
water, the portion taken up by the squadron nearly 
a mile distant fcom them, Li addition to this great di^- 
yantagCj a heavy swell set into* the roadst^^^ 
dered it difficult for the ships to point the ^ns pi'Operly. 
The Spaniards worked their guns very well, and, by means 
of red-hot shot, set the ships on fire, Notwithstanding thes^^ 
untoward circumstances, the houses and cMrches W 
greatly damaged, and the batteries also. At 4h, r. M. the 
fire of the batteiibs was beginning to slacken ; when a shot 
cut the Burfbrd’s cable, and before that ship could let go 
another anchor, she fell foul of the Nbrvrichi driving heK, and 
also the Eltham, out of the line. The cuiTent carried these 
ships out of range of the batteries before they could bring 
up again ; and, encouraged by tins disavster, the enemy re- 
newed their fire iipon the remaining ships. The moi*tar 
vessel committed great havoc in the town, throwing a shell 
into a magazine ; but night coming on, and the ships being 
greatly shattered, the commodore gave orders for discon- 
tinuing the bombardment, and next morning proceeded to 
Cura^oa to refit. The loss sustained in this well-conducted 
but ‘^disastrous attack was very severe. The Suffolk received 
ninety-seven shot in lier hull, nineteen between wind and 
water — ^lost mizeu and main-topsail yards-^had fourteen 
guns dismounted — was twice set on fire by red-hot shot, and 
had thirty men killed, and eighty wounded. The Burford 
suffered equal damages, and besides Captain Lushington, 
who was mortally wounded, had twenty-five men killed, and 
fifty w^ounded. The Norwich had one man killed and eleven 
wounded. The Advice "svas greatly damaged, and had two 
surgeon’s mates and five men killed, and fifteen, wbunded ; 
and the Ajpistance, twelve killed, and seventy-one wounded. 
The Eltham had fouxteen killed, and fifty-five wounded. 
The Lively, a lieutenant and six men killed, and twenty -four 
wounded ; and the Scarborough, two men wounded,— Total, 
ninety-seven killed, and 308 wounded. 

Undaunted by the iinfortuiiate issue of this expedition, 
Commodore Knowles, being reinforced by some Dutch 
volunteers, resolved to attack Porto Cavallo, On the 20th 
of March he sailed from Gura^oa ; but did not reach the 
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Ke js of Barbaret until the 15tliof April. His squadron was 
the same* as that already particularked; mth the exception 
that Captain Eichard Watkins now cornmande the Buiford, 
and Caj^tain Philip I)nreh and that the Otter 

and Comet were not inelnded.^^^^^ %>aniards had strength- 
ened the place by every means in their power, and had 
moored a 6b-gun ship, and another of forty guns, close over 
on the north shore. A large ship was also prepared, chained 
to the shore, to sink, if necessary, at the entrance of the 
harbour. Several new batteries were also erected. Upon 
reeonnoitr'ing all these preparatibns, the commodore per- 
ceived that these batteries might be danked, and that by 
obtaining possession of them, he could use them against the 
Spaniards, whereupon a plan was devised for attacking them. 
The hUtham and lively were sent to eg^nnonade the batte- 
ries, which they silenced at sunset. As soon as it was dark, 
a party to the number of 1,200, consisting of the Dutch 
volunteers, all the marines, and 400 seamerr, landed, accom- 
panied by Commodore Knowles in person ; but the whole 
returned to the sMps without having efected anything. 
On the 24th the commodore resolved to make another 
attempt with the ships, and the squadron proceeded in ; but 
nothing was effected beyond a vast expenditure of ammuni- 
tion, and the loss of 200 men kiUed and wounded. 

The 60-guii ship Eupert, Captain John Ambrose, and 
40-gun ship Paversham, Captain Eichard Hughes, per- 
formed several importtmt services in the Mediterranean this 
year, by cutting out vessels in various ports in the possession 
of the Spaniards, particularly at Yiveros. Captain Hughes 
having chased a vessel into that place, observed two settees 
and a barca-longa at anchor, under the castle of Pensacola, 
and Captain Ambrose determining on attacking them, the two 
ships stood in and cannonaded the town for a great many 
houj:*s. Tlie boats were then sent in and destroyed the 
vessels, together with thirty other settees, which for secuiity 
had been hauled close up, under the walls of the town. The 
ships did not lose a man. 

The JO-gun ship Guernsey, Captain Samuel Cornish, 
destroyed a Spanish privateer of twenty-two guns, which 
had taken shelter under an eight-gun battery, near C3ape De 
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Oatt. Captain Cornish also performed numerous other ser- 
vices of the same kind, and took and destroyed It fleet of 
zehecks laden with proym 

On the 20th of May, the 70~gun ship Monmouth, and 
CO-gun ship Medway, Captains Charles Wyndham and 
George Cookbiirn, crmsing oflP the Canary Isto into 

the road of Santa Cruz, in the island of 
forfcs immediately commenced firing at them ; upon w^hich 
the two ships, which had previously entertained no hostile 
intention, ran in, and anchoring within a qiiarter of a mile 
from the batteries, opened so weH-directed a fire upon them 
that they entirely demolished the forts, and did great injury 
to the town. 

On the 20th of June, the 50-gun ship Centurion, bearing 
the broad pendant of Commodore George Anson, being off 
Esi)irito Santo in search of the Manilla galleon, was fortu- 
nate enough to fall in with her; and after a warmly-con- 
tested action, tho galleon was overpowered. This action 
would have been far less commendable, had it not been for 
the fact, that the Centurion was not half manned, and that 
even those of her crew which sickness had left were in a very 
debilitated condition. The engagement lasted two hours, 
and the Spanisli loss is i*eportcd to have amounted to sixty- 
seven men killed, md eighty-four wounded ; while that of the 
Centurion was only two killed, and seventeen wounded, all 
of whom, with one exception, recovered. The value of the 
galleon was ^31 3,000 sterling. 
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1744^0n tlie 21st of March, France^^^d agains. 

Englaaid ; and, on the 31st, England issued a counter decla. 
i^on against tliat countrj^ 

Xhe^ w commenced tmder favourahle circtiinstances to 
England, since sjie had a large fleet and a great number of 
talented officers at command. In the Mediterranean, Ad- 
miral Matthews commanded a fleet of twenty-seven ships 
of the line, nine of fifty ^ns, and twelve of forty guns, and 
less. The French government had despatched to the Medi- 
terranean a fleet of eleven sail of the line and ten frigates, 
to reinforce the Spanish fleet in Toulon. 

On the 9th of February, the French fleet having eflected 
the junction, the Franco-Spanish fleet, numbering in all 
twenty-eight sail of the line, including three of fifty guns, 
appeared outside Toulon, where the British fleet, which had 
beeu lying at anchor in IIy6r6s Bay, got sight of them. The 
two fleets spent that day, and all the next, in manceuvring ; 
but bn the 11th, Admiral Matthews, fcarfiil of being drawn 
through the Straits of Gibraltar, made the signal for action. 
The British fleet, consisting of the following, formed in the 
order of sailing on the larboard tack 

Captain Tliomas Cooper 
,, Temple West 

,, James Lloyd 

,, Greorge Slater 

I IReai*- Admiral William Rowley (reti) 

I Captain Meyrick Be L’ Angle 
,, Henry Osborae 

,, Edward Hawke 

„ W’illiara Dilkes 

,, John Lovatt 

,, Charles Watson 

„ Hon. George Townsend 
,, Robert Pett -» 

,, Hon. John Forbes 
{ Admiral Thomas Matthews (blue) 

[ Captain John Russell 
,, James Oomwall 

,, George Burrish 


Guns. Ships, 

70 Stirling Castle . . . , 

60 Warwick 

70 Nassau , , . . ... . 

80 Somerset ...... . 

90 Barfleur 

80 Prineesa Caroline 
70 Berwick ....... . 

80 Chichester 

60 j • * * 

(Dragon ....... . 

70 Bedford .... . , . . 

74 Princessa. ....... 

80 Norfolk ........ 

ggi Namur 

( Marlborough 

80 Dorsetshire 
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Captain Riciiard Koiris 
„ J'oHn Ainbro^^^^ 

Wjlli^ ; 

„ Charles Wager Purvis 
Charles Brummond 
„ jTohn Gascpi^ie : 

Vice-Admiral Richard ;Ijest<>ofe (^ 
Captain Georgis Sfesphey 
,, Robert Long ; ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

„ J ohn Towiy 
,, * Rowland Rrogmore 
„ Joshua Lingeu 
,, Hon, Gr. Berkeley 

The following were not included in the lino of battle 

Guns. Ships. 


'Romney Captain Henry Godsalv© 

Nonsuch ,, Edmund Strange 

Salisbury ,, Peter Osborne 

' Cliatham „ Richard Hughes 

Guernsey ,, Samuel Cornish 

^ Oxford ,, Harry Paulet 

. ^ Feversham „ Richard Watkins 

Diamond „ Giles R. Vanbrugh 


20 -gun ships, sloops, &c. 


Guns. Ships. 

70 Essex ..... 
60 Rupert . , .* 
70 Itoyal Oak 
60 Dunkirk .V , 
80 Cambridge . 
70 Torbay.. . .. 

90 Neptune , . . 

80 Russell .. . 
70 Buckingham 
80 Boyne ..... 

S Elizabeth . 
* I Revenge. . . . 


A.t the time Admiral Matthews made the signal for 
action, his vice-admiral was xmavoidably five miles astern^ 
but endeavouring under all sail to close. The combined 
fieet were under easy sail, and the shifts’ heads to the south- 
ward on the starboard tack j the French in the van. At 
Ih. p. M., the 9(>gun sliip Namur, beaiing the admirars flag, 
had ai'rived abreast the Boyal I^hilip, a ship mounting ll4 
guns, bearing the Spanish Adrnu-al Navarro’s flag, and 
iTear-Admiral Rowley, in the Bai'fleur, was shortly after- 
wards abreast the 74-gun ship Terrible, bearing the French 
admiral’s (M. De Court’s) flag. At Ih. 30m., the Nmniir 
(and the example was quicMy followed by the Barfleiu*) 
bore down upon the enemy. The Marlborough also, being 
next astern of the Namur, gallantly bore up out of the line, 
and brought the Royal - Philip to close action. 'ITie few 
other ships which, in very proper disregard of the admiral’s 
signal for the line of battle, bore up and engaged the 
enemy, were the Norfolk, Princessa^ Bedford, Dragon, and 
Kingston; the Barfleur was gallantly supported by the 
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Friucess Carolm© And Berwick, whiet latter skip made a 

prize of the Spanisk 74“guii skiF 

The T?rind^w^^ so %ht and variable, that the ships could 
with difi&cidty keep clear of each other j and the action was 
therefore, for a tiine, fought at close quarters. The Namur 
and hlarlborough soon reduced the Iloyal Philip to a wreck ; 
and Bucceedod in heating her supporters out of the line. In 
the heat of the action Captain Corn wall, of the Mariborough, 
had both his legs carried off by a shot, and soon afterwards 
died ; when the command of that ship devolved on Lieu- 
tenant Prederick Cornwall, cousin of the captain, who nobly 
supplied his place, but soon after lost his right hand. Al- 
though the Marlborough was in the most perilous situation, 
and had only her foremast standing, none of the ships astern 
appeared at all deidrous of assisting her, but continued firing 
distantly upon the Si)anish ships. The Iloyal Philip lay 
close by her, ^ equally disabled, but still having her colours 
flying ; and although a fresh ship mlist in a shori time have 
compelled her sunender, no such was sent. Admiral Mat- 
thews, however, thought fit to try the old expedient of a 
fire-ship \ipon the Spanish admiral. He accordingly made 
a signal for the boats of such ships as were near to tow the 
Marlborough clear, and at 4h. 30m. p. M., the Anne, galley 
fire-ship, crowded all sail, and endeavoured to close the 
Koyal Philip. As the Anne, Captain Mackay, neared, the 
Spanish sliip, the attention of the fleet was attracted towards 
her. TJie little vessel boldly pursued her way— a target for 
eyeiy ship which could biing a gmi to bear upon her. 
Finding his people to be dropping fast from the enemy’s fire, 
Captain Mackay ordered the principal pari of the men into 
the boat towing astern, and took the liclrn himself; but the 
Bpanish guns were pointed wdth much precision, and it soon 
became evident that the galley was sinking, A Spanish 
launch, full of men, was sent to tow her clear of the Koyal 
Philip, and^^horily afterwards the fire-ship was seen to blow 
up with all on board ; havitig, it is supposed, been set on 
fire by a shot : one man only, exclusive of those in the boats 
astern, was saved. 

Those appear to have been the principal events of this 
eiiconnter ; which, whether for want of skill in the dis- 
position of the attack, or (with tw^o or three honourabl<tf 
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exceptions) in tlie execution, stands on record as one of tte 
few actions of wliicli Englialmen n^ed be ashained. A great 
deal was witteii on both sides, one tending to exculpate 
and others to inculpate Vioe-AdmiiM Lestock^ who, it is 
stated, did not do his utmost to join the admiral’s division. 
However, Admiral Matthews made a fruitless attack ; and 
Yice- Admiral Lestock, on his court-maiiiial, was able to adduce 
proof sufficient for his honourable acquittal, that the calms and 
baffling light airs which prevail in that jpaii: of the Mediter- 
ranean precluded him from taking his share in the action. 

The loss to the British on this occasion fell on 

the Marlborough. In the engagement that ship lost, besides 
her captain, Itobert Cotton, master, Captain Oodfi'ey, of 
the marines, and forty seamen and marines killed ; Lieu- 
tenant Frederick Cornwall, and 120 seamen and marines 
wounded, twenty of wliom died of their wounds. The 
admiral’s ship, Namur, had eight men killed, and Paptain 
John Bussell (with the loss of the left arm, of Wdiich he 
shortly after w.ards died), and eleven men wounded. The 
Barfieur had twenty-five men killed (five by the bursting of 
a gun), and twenty wounded. The Princess Caroline, eight 
killed, and twenty wounded ; and the Norfolk, nine kUled, 
and thirteen wounded. The Poder was, on the succeeding 
day, destroyed, to prevent her from filling into the hands of 
the enemy. The loss to the S}>amards is estimated at 1,000 
men killed and wounded ; and a French. Work V asserts that 
700 wounded men were landed from the Spanish ships at 
Port Mahon. Courts-martial were successively held upon 
Vice-Admiral Lestock, who was, however, acquitted, and 
Admiral Matthews, who was cashiered; also upon four cap- 
tains, all of whom were dismissed the service. 

On the morning of the 8th of May, the fleet of Vice- 
Admiral Sir Charles Hardy, cmising off the Bock of Lisbon, 
discovered a sail to the noHhward, and the 70- gun ship 
Northumberland, Captain Thomas Watson, was ordered to 
chase. The stranger was soon made out by the Northum- 
berland to be a ship of the line, and to be accompanied by 
two other ships. It was, in fact, a squadron, under M. Du 
Penier, bound to the West Indies, consisting of the 68-gun 

* Bise and Progreas of the Naval Power of England, p. 258, 
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ship Mars j CO-guri ship Content, M, De Coniians ; and 
20-gun frigate Yenus, M. Instead of signalling tlie 

force of tlie ships in sight to the admiral, Captain Watson 
contimied standing towards tiiiein under all sail, and was 
soon out of sight of liia own fleet. The French ships were 
much scattered ; and at 5h. P.H. having arrived up vdth the 
steriimost, whieh proved to he the Mars, that ship opened a 
heavy fire upon the Northiimherland, which was iinniediately 
returhed with vigour. Captain Watson, instead of con- 
tinuing to engage the Mars, pushed on and endeavoured to 
close the Content also ; maintaining, meanwhile, a running 
action with the On closing the Content, a furious 

battle took place, which lasted three hours. The Kortlmm- 
berland being unmanageable, and haring had her wheel 
knocked to jyieces, flew up into the wind. About the same 
time Captain Watson was mortally wounded ; and the 
master, contrary to the captain’s desire, and before any of 
the lieutenants coidd get on deck, struck tlie British colours. 
The Northumberland lost in this action eighteen men killed, 
and thirty wounded ; and the loss on board the Fnmch 
ships — proving the English guns to have been well pointed 
—is estimated at 130 killed and wounded. The ship was 
earned into Brest ; and on the oflicers and crew obtaining 
their reletise, a court-martial was assembled, when all, except 
the master, were honoiiralfly acquitted, he being sentenced 
to the Marshalsea for life. 

In the month of September, Captain Bobert Young, of 
the 44-|pm ship Kinsfile, lying in St. John’s, Newfoundland, 
received intelligence that five French ships were in the pori 
of Fishotte, in Nova Scotia, and resolved on despatching an 
armed prize to attack them. The prize ‘was named the 
St. Philip, and was manned by eighty men of the Kinsale’s 
crew, and : commanded by one of her lieutenants,^ and 
accompanied by three 10-gtiu colonial privateei’s. The 
St. Philip succeeded, after grounding several times, in reach- 
ing the Moderate, of twelve guns and seventy-five men, 
w^hich was boarded and carried; then tximing the Mode- 

* We liave hi vain souriit to ascertain the name of the lieutenant thus 
despatel^ed in the St, Philip, hut we have succeeded iii finding the names 
of two of the lieutenants of the Kinsale at tliat time, which were — 
Thonuis Crosse and Charles Cheesentiore. # 
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riite’s guns against the remaining ships, with out th e assist- 

ance of the privateers (who did not get into the harbonr in 
time), ^ompeiled the whole to suiTenden The Bt. Philip 
had ten killed, and thirty woniideA The loss on board 
the French ships was more severe. The five vessels, which 
had on board 18,000 quintals of fish and eighty tons of oil, 
mounted together sixty-six guns, and caxiied 342 mem 

On the 1st of December,^ the 24-gun ship Bose, Gaptain 
Thomas Frankland, overtook off the Havannah, and captiired, 
after an action of live hours’ duration, the Spanish freight 
ship Conception of twenty gnns^ having on board 326 men. 
The prize, which was very valuable, had forty men killed, 
and 116 wounded; and the Bose, four kified, and John 
Blitchell, master, and nine men wounded. 

1745. — On the, 9th of July, the 58-guii ship Lion, Captain 
Hercy Brett, fought a desperate acjtion with the French 
64-gun ship Elizabeth. The Elizabeth sailed from Frjince 
with the inteiiuion of escorting the expedition of Charles 
Edwai'd to the coast of Scotland; but on the day above named, 
being in lat. 47® 57' N., she was discovered by the Lion, 
which ship immediately pursued. The chase ooii tinned for 
some time, but at 5h. p.m., having got within pistol-sliot of 
the Elizabeth, tlie Lion opened her fire, and the action com- 
menced wdth fury, and lasted five hours. The French ship 
having suffered very severely in hull — ^liaving had several of her 
ports beaten into one — endeavoined to make off, and a smaller 
vessel, belonging to the expedition, commenced an attack 
upon the Lion, but was soon compelled to discontinue it. 
The Lion was in no condition to pursue the enemy, having 
had her mizen-mast, main, main-topsail, and forertopsail yaiffs 
shot awgy, and her fore and main masts badly w^oinided; 
and had lost fifty-five men in killed, and 107 wounded, 
seven mortally. Captain Brett, all three lieutenants (Samuel 
Scott, John Campbell, and Archibald Seaton), and the 
master (John Tory), were woimded, but with imich gal- 
lantry these officers refused to qxiit their stations. The loss 
on board the Elizabetli was afteiwards ascertained to have 
been sixty-four men killed, and 140 wounded. Lieutenant 
Scott was inimediatcly afterwards promoted to be msister 

* Charnock errotieciusly gives the date December 21at ; the above is 
from the ship’s log, ' 
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and conixttaader ; and the pliant condiict of Lieutenant 
Walter Graham, of the inarin^ obtained for him a troop 
in the 4th dragoons. * 

On the 2f)th of July, the 60- gun ship Jei-sey, Gaptain 
Charles Hardy, fell in, near the Straits of GihraJtar, with 
the French 7 4-gui)L ship St. Esprit. An engagement ensued, 
which lasted two hours and a half, when the St. Esprit, 
b^g much disabled, having lost her foremast and bowsprit, 
and twenty of her crew kiUed, bore up for Cadiz to f-epair 
her damages. The Jersey was also much cut u.p, and being 
unable to follow her, proceeded to Lisbon. 

On the 31st of October, the squadron of "Vice-Admiral 
Isaac Townshend, commander-in-chief of the Leeward Island 
station, chased a French fleet of forty sail of merchant 
vessels off Martinique, under the con voy of the SO-gun ship 
Magnanime, Commodore Macnamara, and four other ships 
of war. Thirty sail of the merchant ships w^ere taken and 
destroyed, and the ships of war driven on shore. 

Oh the 29th of March, the 40-gun ship Anglesea, Captain 
Jacob Elton, cruising in the Channel, engaged 17 Apollon, 
French privateer, of fifty guns and 500 men. After a gallant 
action, in which Captain Elton and his first lieutenant ivere 
killed, and upwards of sixty of the ci'e w (originally but 200) 
were killed or wounded, the second lieutenant, Baker 
Bhilips, surrendered the ship. Mr. Philips was tried by a 
court-martial on the 8th of July, for the loss of the ship, 
and sentenced to be shot ; which sentence 'was carried into 
effect board the Princess Iloyal at Spithead, on the 19th 
of July. 

In the month of April, the 60-gun ship Augusta, Captain 
the Hon. J ohn Hamilton, with one broadside, sank a pri- 
vateer belonging to St. Mido, mounting twenty-four gims, 
and having a oinw of 200 men, all of whom perished. 

On the 4th of June, the 70-gun ship Captain, Captaiu. 
Thomas Griffin, captured in the Channel the French 3 2 -gun 
privateer Grand Tui'k. The prize was added to the British na'vy. 

On ttio 1 2th of J une, the 24-gun ship Fowey, Captain 
Polycaipus Taylor, drove on shore and destroyed the 26-gun 
privateer Grifiin, of St. Malo, making prisoners of forty of 
her crew. 

On the 3rd of July, the 24- gun ships Biidgewater and 
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Sheemess, Captains Lord George and William 

Gox'don, together TOti tlie Ursula hired ^ vessel, Lieu 
tenant John Ferguson, feU in m Dunkirk piivateers, 

mounting t^ven^-eight, twenty-six>^^to twelve guhs re- 
spectively, the whole of which, after an ohstinate engage- 
ment, they compelled to surrender, Six or seven prizes, 
which the privateers were escorting to 3>uhkirk, were re- 
carrtured. ^ 

The French- 32-gun privateer Lys was also captured hy 
the Hampton Court, Captain Savage Mostyn, and being a 
line new ship, was added to the British navy* 

In the month of J anuary the 70-gun ships Captain arid Hamp- 
ton Coxut, Captains Thomas Griffin (a) and Savage Mostyn ; 
6G-gun ships Dreadnought and Sunderland, Captains Thorpe 
Fowke and J ohii Brett, in the Channel, chased the French 
7 4-gun ships Neptune and Florissant, A tliird ship, the Mars, 
an English privateer, captured a short time previously* being 
in company, separated from tbe two French ships, upon which 
Captain Griihri bore up in chase, leaving the other three Miips 
to chase the two liiie-of-battle ships. The Mars was recap- 
tured ; but, owing to the Sunderland losing her fore-topmast, 
and to the want of anxiety on the part of the Hampton 
Court’s captain to engage the enemy, the pursuit was aban- 
doned just as the action might have been commenced. Cap- 
tain Mostyn was tried by a court-martial, but acquitted* 
Captain Griffin’s conduct in pursuing the smallest ship wfis 
an;^hing but creditable to him, while the mord irmxoitaut 
eneiay was in sight. 

1746.— On the 9th of Febi'uary, the 50-gun ship Portland, 
Captain Chfiries Stevens, overtook in the Channel and engaged 
the French 50-gun ship Auguste. After a smart action, 
which lasted two hours and a half in which the Portland 
had live men killed, and tliirteen wounded, tliJs Auguste sur- 
rendered. The enemy, out of a crew of 470 men, had fifty 
killed, and ninety-four wounded, and was totally dismasted 
before she struck. The Auguste, being a fine new ship, was 
added to the' British navy under the pame of the Portland’s 
Pnze* , 

On the 18th of April, the 60-gun ship Defiance, Captain 
Charles Powlett, captured, after a short action, the French 
tO-gun ship Ambuscade ; wMch ship, of her crew of 305 
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men, had t:jYenty“six^^k wounded. The Pefiaxice 

had one man killed, and three wounded. The Ambuscade, 
being a fine ship of 906 tons^ and just off the stocks, was 
added to the British navy, to which she becanie a valuable 
acquisition. 

The 20-gun sliip Shoifeham, Captain James Osborne, citiis- 
ing off the coast of Spain, having captured a small Spanish 
privateer, of two cariiage-guns and twelve swivels, Captain 
Osborne gave the command of the prize to the master of the 
Shoreham, William BrovTie, and putting on hoard a few men, 
sent her out - to cruise. On the 24th of April, Mr. Browne, 
being at a^ichor in-sliore, and observing a vesKsel in the offing, 
immediately departed in pursuit, and, shortly before noon 
approached the vessel, which, despising the paltiy force of the 
tender, shortened sail, to allow her to close. A luaning 
fight commenced, and lasted five or six hours, by which time 
Mr. Browne had succeeded in destroying the sails and rigging 
of his enemy, and having nearly expended his ammunition, 
determined on boarding her. With this intention, the 
wind being light, the sweeps were resorted to; and having 
laid his vessel alongside the enemy, she surrendered without 
further resistance: The prize proved to be a privateer snow, 
from Bilboa, mounting ten carriage-guns and eighteen swivels, 
and commenced the action with seventy-eight men, of whom 
she had only thiity-two alive when she struck. On the 26th 
of the same month, Mr. Browne captured another Spanish 
privateer, of five guns and thii'ty-two men. So liighly were 
these exploits esteemed, tliat Mi\ Browne was piumoted on 
the 1st of August, to the command of a sloop-of-war named 
the Shoreham’s Prize, and subsequently gained the rank of 
post-captain. 

In the same month, the Alexander privateer of twenty 
guns, Captain Philips, being on a cruise off' the Isle of llh6, 
observed a large sliip at anchor in St. Martin’s Bead, undc^r 
a small forjj, which he determined on bringing out. The 
design was put into execution with such alacrity, that the 
crew of the ship— which proved to be the Solebay, of twenty- 
two guns (captured two years before from the British) — ^were 
taken by surpi’ise, and were \mable to offer any effectual 
resistance to the vigorous attack of the Engl ish. This ex- 
ploit was performed without loss to the Alexander ; and the 
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ting SO pleased, that he ordered Captain 

medal, and a gratuity of 500 guineas. 

On the 25th of June, being off JSTegapatam, a squi^ron, 
ddnsisting of the following — ^ 


Gums. Ships. ^ 

60 Medway . ; ...... . . Captain Edward Peyton 

( Preston . „ Lord Korthesk 

60 < Harwich . Philip Carteret 

( Winchester Lord liiomas J^ertie 

40 Medway’s Prize Tliomas (xriflBn (ft) 

20 Lively HathanierStejihend 


fell in with a French squadron of nine sail, conimandpd by 
M. La Bourdonnois. A partial action took place, in which 
the British loss amounted to fourteen killed, and forty-six 
wounded, w^hen the Fi^ench were suffered to escape. Cap- 
tain Peyton was severely censured for his conduct while 
holding the command on this station, and shortly after this 
action w"as superseded by Rear-Aclrairal Thomas Griffin. 

On the 8tlx of October, the British 12-gun sloop-of-war 
Weazcl, Commander tiugh Palliser, engaged two French 
privateers — one of six guns, and forty-eight men ; and tlie 
other of ten guns, and ninety-five men ; both of which he 
cai)tured ; for vrhich fUit of gaUfmtry he was ]>romoted, and 
placed in connnand of a frigate. 

On the lltli of October, the British 60-gun ship Not- 
tingham, Captain Philip Saumarez, being off Cape Clear, fell 
in with the French 64-guii ship Mars. A well-contested 
action followed, which continued for two hours, when the 
Mars, ha\ing had foity of her crew (originally 550 men) 
killed and wounded, stnick her colours, and was taken pos- 
session of. The Nottingliam’s loss amounted to only three 
or tour men killed and w^ounded. The Mars was added to 
the British navy under the same name. 

On the 18th of October, the 50-gun ships Woolwich and 
Severn, Captains Joseph Lingen and Willianx Lisle, on their 
return from the West Indies in charge of a merchant fleet, 
were chased by a French squadron of three sail of the line, 
under M. De Conflana, in the 70-gim ship Terrible. The tw6 
ship)s, observing the enemy’s superiority, ordered the convoy 
to make the best of their way into port, wliile the Woolwich 
and Severn hauled up, to enable the convoy to escape. A 
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rdn^g wa$ maintained thronghout the day ; but at 

length the ^Tern was overpowered, and captured. Tlie 
Woolwich escaped. In order to mark their approval of Cap- 
tain Lisle’s Oonduct, the A&aSralty, on his release, appointed 
him to the command of the G^guu shi^^ 

1747.r — ^Information was received by the British govern- 
ment that two powerhii expeditions h^ been fitted out by 
the French for the purpose of prosecuting their designs in 
the East Indies ; and the following were put under the 
command of Vice-Admiral Anson, with instructions to en- 
deavoui* to intercept them:— 


Gnm. 

90 

66 

74 

I 

64 - 


CO- 


SO 

40 


Ships. 

4 "Vice-Adiniral Georije Anson (blue) 
Pnnee George . . . . | \ 

i Hear- Admiral i\)ter Warren (white) 

Devonshire | CapUin Temple West 

Namxtr ,, Hon. E, lloscawen 

Monmouth ,, Henry Harrison 
Prince Frederick . , Harry Norris 

Yarmouth ........ ,*> Piercy Brett 

Princess Louisa .... ,, Charles Watson 

Kottingham ...... „ Philip Saumarez 

Defiance ,, Thomas Grenville 

Pembroke .. . . .. ,, Thomas Fincher 

Windsor ,, Thomas Hanway 

CeTiturion ....... ,, li^eter Denis 

Falkland ,, Blomfiold Barradell 

Bristol „ Hon. W. Montagu 

Ambuscade ,, John Montagu 

Falcon, sloop ; Yulcan, fire-ship. 


Anson sailed from Plymouth on the 9tli April, and cniised 
off Cape Finisterre until the 3rd May, on which day a French 
fleet of thirty-eight sail, commandjed by M . De la Jonquiere,wa.s 
discovered. On observing the British, the French admiral, 
being to leeward, with the wind at north-east, formed a plan 
which, but for the able suggestions of Bear-xAdmiral Warren, 
might have enabled the greater part of his fleet to escape. 
Nine of their largest ships shortened sfiil, and fprmed a line 
of battle, while the remainder, and subsequently the nine 
ships also, made all sail tp the westward. The signal was 
then made for a general chase ; and at about 4h. p.m. the 
Oenturioii, having gained on her companions, arrived up with 
the rearmost French sln’p, and commenced the action in the 
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most gallant manner, and with such eSect, tl^t two -iarge 
ships dropped astern to the siippoH; of their eWsort* The 
Kainur, Behance, and Windsor, ho w^ soon after ariiving 
up to the support of the Gentuiion, a general action ensued 
between these and five of the Frehoh shipa The Oentimon 
ha ving had her main-topinast and fore4opsaal yard shot away, 
an<l five feet water in the hold, dropped astern ; but daptain 
Denis, with commendable celerity, reptdred the damages, and 
persevered in following the enemy, which he a second time 
brought to action. The Devonshire and Bristol having 
aiTived lip, the B^uieux surrendered ; but withoiit waiting 
to take possession of the vanquished ship, the Devonshm^ 
pushed on for the In \dTicible, which ship had already been 
engaged by and had sufiered much from the fiiu of the 
Ntmmr. Being ably supported by the Bristol, the In-^ 
vincible also struck, but afterwards rehoisted her colours, 
and again hauled them down on the arrival of the 
Prince George. The Bristol brought to action the Diamante, 
wliicli struck at 6h. 30m. p.m., and eventiudly the whole 
squadron suiTeud(n*o(l. The names of the French captured 
ships were — B6rieux, sixty-six guns, d3C nieri, the commodore’s 
ship ; Invincible, seventy-four, 700 men ; Diamante, fifty- 
six, men ; Jason, fifby-tAvo, 355 men ; Rubis, fifty-two, 
328 men ; and Gloire, forty-four, 330 men. Thet'e were 
also four armed ships belonging to the French JEast-India 
Company ^ the Apollon and Philibert, of thirty guns j and 
Thetis and Darirnouth, twenty guns. In the heat of the 
action, Cajitain Thomas Grenville, of the Defiance, was killed, 
and Captain Bo.scawen badly wounded in the shoulder. The 
loss of men amounted to 520 killed and wounded.^ 

* Suclx is the vagtxe accoxint of the loss ; but we have ascertained that 
individually sustfiined by the ships principally engaged, with the excep- 
tion of the Centurion’s, which is not raentioned in her log Devonslure, 
five men killed, and — Page, third lieutenant, and nine men wounded. 
Bristol, one man killed, and five wounded. NaipUr, thirteen seamen, 
killed, and sixty-three wounded. Defiance, Captain (Grenville and three 
men killed, and one mortally wounded. Windsor, Lieutenant Stewart, 
of the marines, and four men killed, and eighteen wounded. 

Louisa, twofnen killed, and rfx wounded; The total of the above gives 
only 183 ; so that a large number reinaiiis to be accounted for, of which, 
however, the logs of tlie difierent ships make no mention. The Prince 
George, Nottingham, and Prince Frederick, sustained no loss whatever. 
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/V‘ice-Adi 3 ifel Ans^ w^as created a peer, and received the 
personal thank» of hk sovereign ; and J^ar~A,dim^ Warren, 
whose spirited exertions did inueh^^ about 

the mccessfui issue, was honioured with the military order of 
the Bath. All the i&ips of- w and the Tlietis Indiaman, 
were purchased into the’ na'^. The name of the Scrieux 
was changed to that of Intrepid, and that of the Diamante 
tO:Tsis.;, : 

Commodore Fox was despatched, simultaneously with 
Vice-Admiral Anson, in command of the following 

Ouns. Sliips. 

Kent.,..., Captain Thomas Fox 

64 Hampton Court . , ,, Savage Mostyn 

( Fagle Geo. Bridges Kodney 

^ {Lion Arthur Scott 

60 Cheater.^. Philip Duroll 

44 Hector . Tliomas Stanhope 

Pluto and Dolphin fire-ships. 

The design of tills squadron was to intercept the French 
West-India homeward-bound fleet, under convoy of four 
ships of war. On the 20tli June Commodore Fox obtained 
sight of the expected fleet off Cape Ortugal, in all 170 sail 
of ships, and sail was made in pursuit. The French ships of 
war, however, being fast-sailing shij)s, escaped ; but forty- 
eight sail of merchant ships, who.se united tonnages amoimted 
to 16,051 tons, and crews to 1,197 men, were captured by 
the British squadron. 

On the 2nd of June, the Fortune sloop, of ten guns, 
fourteen swivels, and 110 men, Commander Edward Jekyll, 
stationed off Yarmouth to protect the coasting trade, was 
attacked by five large French privateers. Taking the For- 
tune for a merchant ship, the privateers chased her. The 
Fortune made sail away, in order to draw them off shore, 
and also to gain the w^^ther-gage, winch having succeeded 
in, she tacked and stood for the privateers. The enemy 
discovering their eiTor, dispersed, but the P^ortune, after a 
nine hours’ chase, succeeded in overtaking and capturing the 
Charon, of ten guns, eight swivels, and eighty-five men. 

On the Ilth of August, the 10-gun sloop Viper, Lieutenant 
Rot>ert Hay, engaged the French Bouth-Soa ship Hector, of 
twenty-eight guns and sixty men. The action commenced 

VOL. I. M 
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at about 6h. p. m*, and at 6h. 30m. tie ITiperV commander 
was killed. Lieutenant Jolm Lendtrick tben assumed the 
command/ and continued the till 8k p. m,, when^^h^ 

laid the enemy along-side, and shortly afterwai’da the Hector 
surrendered. The French ship had ten men killed and 
sixteen wounded ; and the Viper, in addition to her com- 
mander, had the boatswain (WilUain Oonnorton^ 
men killed, and eight wounded, one of whom mortally. 
The piij?e had on board £7,000 freight; 

On the 12tli of August, the 14-gun ship Merli^^^^ 
maiider David Brodie, captured in the West In(^ ^ 

smart action of two hours’ duration, two riohly-fi*eighted 
French ships, having on board specie to the amount of 
£30,000, In this action Captain Brodie lost his right arm. 
For the gallantry and activity he had displayed, he was pro- 
moted shortly afterwards, and appointed to the 50-gun sliip 
Canterbury. 

On the 9th of October, a squadron, under the command of 
Rear-Admiral Hawke, sailed from Plymouth^ consisting of 
the 


Guns. Ships. 

66 Devonshire 
70 
64 


60-| Tilbmy 

Nottingham 

Defiance . 

^Eagle 

Gloucester ........ 

/ Portland 


Edinburgh 

(Kent 

< Yarmouth 

I Monmouth 

^Princess Louisa . . . . 

Windsor 

Lion 


Rear-Admiral Edward Hawke 
Captain John Moore 
„ Thomas Cotes 

,, Tliomas Fox 

„ Charles Saunders 

,, Henry Hanison 

,, Charles Watson 

,, Thomas Hanway 

,, Arthur Scott \ 

„ Robert ^hrland 

„ Philip Saumarez 

„ J ohn Bentley 

„ Geo. Bridges Rodney 

,, Philip Durell 

„ Chai’les Stevens 


The object was to effect the destruction of a fleet of mer- 
chant shij)S in Basque Roads, lying under the protection of 
a strong squadron of ships of war. The French squadron, 
however, under the command of M. de Letendeur, had sailed 
from He d’Aix, on the 6th October, in charge of the convoy, 
and consisted of the following 
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Oaiis. Ships. Guna/ Ships* 

80 Tonnaiit {Trident 

I intrepide 64 | Fouguenx 

74 iTemble ( Gont^t 

( 56 Severn 
, 70 Neptune 

And a great many Mgates and smaller vesse^^^ 

& of Octobei^ off Cap^ 

Pinisteire, a fresii wind at east-south-east, the squadrons 
got sight of each other. Hawke immediately made ail 
sail to close the enemy, then on the weather-bow in the 
south-east qtiarter, and at lOln a.m. had neared suffciently 
to make out several large ships, upon which he deemed it 
prudent to form a line of battle. The French commodore, 
on the other hand, Imd hitherto considered the British 
squadron as a portion of his own convoy, which had separated 
from him in the night, and edged away to close them, but on 
discovering his en*or, instantly ordered the merchant ships 
and transports, under the charge of the Content, sixty-foui', 
and frigates, to make the best of their way, while he, with 
the ahovenamed ships, drew into a line ahead to meet the 
enemy. 

The Intr6pide, Trident, and Terrible formed the French 
van; the Tonnant and Monarque the centre ; and the Severn, 
Fougueux, and Trident, the rear. But Hawke soon observing 
that the design of the French commodore was to cover th<5 
escape of his convoy to windward, hauled down his signal 
for a line of battle, and threw out another for a geneml 
chase ; and in half an hour afteiwards to engage the enemy. 
The lion and Princess Louisa took the lead in the j>ur.suit, 
iurd at ilh. 45m. the former opened her lire ; but in his 
eagerness to reach the van of the enemy, and so retiird 
their escape, Captain Scott exposed his ship to the 
hre of the whole French sq^iadron. Tliese ships wer«j 
soon joined by the Tilbury, Eagle, Windsor, Monmouth, 
Yarmouth/ and Edinburgh, and the action became gem:*- 
ral. The Severn stniek to the Devonsliire ; but Hawke 
pushed oh, leaving the piize to bo taken possession of by 
his fngates. He was, however, iinfortunatdy deterred 
from hS? intention of engaging the Tonnant by the Eagle, 
which ship, in a disabled state, fell on board the Devonshire, 
and both ships were placed Jwrs de combat for some time. 

m2 
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To add to this disaster, the breechings of the Devonshire’s 
guns broke.^ In this situation^ the Tonnant closed and en- 
gaged tile Devonahire, and but t^ 

Tilbury, she might have fared bi^ly ; hut haying repla^ 
the fittings of her guns, the Deyonstoe was soon in i con- 
dition to recommenco the action, and succeeded in getting 
alongside the Ti’ident and Terrible, both which ships struck 
at 71i. p.M. The Nejjtunc struck to the Yarmouth, after 
having lost her captain, and 500 of her crew kiUed; and 
wounded, and being dismasted. Three other ship% the 
Monarque, Pouguexix, and Severn, struck at 5h. P.M. 

Towat‘ds the conclusion of the action, the Ihtr6pida and 
Toniiant, after having behaved most gallantly, endeavoured 
to effect their escape ; wldcli intention being perceived by 
Captain Saunders, of the Yarmouth, that officer determined 
on preventing it, if possible ; and accordixigly hailed the 
Eagle and Nottingham to join in pursuing them. The three 
shij)s immediately made all sail in chase ; but, except the 
Nottingham, they could not get near enough to bring 
them to action. Tlie Nottingham having the lead, might 
have succeeded in retarding their escape ; but Captain 
Saumarez being mortally wounded, the commanding oiB&cer 
relinquished the chase ; so that these two ships escaped into 
a French port. As the niglit closed in, Rear-Admiral Hawke 
recalled the ships of his squadron, and deeming it imprac- 
ticable to overtake the convoy, discontinued the fiirther 
pursuit. 

The loss to the British in this action amounted to 154 
killed, including the gallant Captain Philip Saumarez, and 
558 wounded The same obscure and imfair mode of Ivmping 
the Idlled and wounded, of which we complained in Admir^ 
Auvscn’s action, is again followed with reference to this ; and 
with great difiiculiy we have ascertained the loss individually 
sustained, as under, by a reference to the journals of the 
ships j but it will be seen that we are unable to account for 
the whole number stated in the official return :-— 

* This account is given out of reapei^ to l^arAdniml 
official letter ; but no mention wliatever is made of the circumstance in 
the Devonshire's jouinal, neither is there of the breaking of the breech- 
jfiigs of the guns.v 
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-'Ships* 

Crew. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Officers killed or wounded. 

Devonshke . . . . 

555 

■ . 


Loss not stated. 

Kent . . . . 

480 

■ — 


Ditito. 

Bdinbur^h . ... 

480 

6 

17 


Yarmouth . . . . . . 

000 

21 

70 

Y Lieut, of Marines (Clay- 

ilbirmouili . . . . 

480 

20 

68 

y ton Biewster) and 

1 Gunner (Tliomaa Sut- 
( ton) wounded. 

Princess Louisa 

400 

12 

62 

Windsor ...... 

400 

6 

38 

( Lieuts. James Kohson 
( andAlex. Mills killed. 

Liop . w . . . . . . 
Tilbury ... ..... 

400 

26 

72 

i 

400 

■ 

■ , 

Loss not stated. 

JSTottingham . . , , 

400 

14 

— 

Captain killed. 

Defiance . , .... 

400 

11 

45 

Eagle . . . . . . . . . . 

400 

16 

^ 54 

5 Lieut. P. Taylor (mor- 


( tally) wounded. 

Gloucester ...... 

300 

6 

16 

l^ortland ...... 

300 

.7 

12 





Total .... . . 

5,890 

144 

454 





‘the loss to the French was two 74-gtm ships, one of 
Berenty, two of sixty-four, and one of hfty-six guns, all of 
which, except two, were wholly dismasted ; and the loss in 
men is estimated at about 800 killed and wounded. As 
much time was necessriiily occupied in refitting theii' prizes, 
they did ixpt reach Plymouth until the 31st of October.* 
Seven ships of the convoy shortly afterwards fell into the 
hands of Captain Peter Denis, in the Centurion. 

In this action Captfdn Fox, of the Kent, having been 
thought to Ixave neglected his duty, a court-martial was held 

lu his official letter, Kear-Adrnh'al Hawke made use of the follow- 

ept the 
read to 
„ „ his 

imperfect kfiowledge of the English language, not understanding the 
term ^^dmbhiug,” requested I-iord Chesterfield, wrho was reading the 
deapfitcb, to exjdain it to him. At this moment the duke of Bedford 
entered the closet, and %i8 grq^ having a short time previously been 
engaged in d f wad on the race-course at Lichfield, Lord Cliesterfield, 
with his accustomed wit, referred his majjp&ty to the duke for an expla- 
nation, upon which the king laughed hea>iiily, and expressed himself 
perfectly acquamted with the tenn. 
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upon him ; but it being proved that the fatdt m q 
arose principally from a misunderstanding of the rivals 
made, Oaj)tain Fox was acquitted of the mein charge, but 
dismissed his ship* . , . 

On the Sth»of October, the British 50-gm ship Dartmouth, 
Captain the Hpm John Hamilton, fell in with 
70-gun ship Glbrioso, which sh^^ had, on the 16th July pre- 
viously, been chased by the 44-gim ship I^rk, andt dO-giin 
ship W arwick, Captains John Crookshanks and Bobert 
Erskine, and engaged by the latter. Captain Hamilton 
gallantly attacked the Spanish ship, but in the heat of the 
action the Dartmouth took fire and blew up, The Prince 
Frederick privateer being a,t some distance astern, succeeded 
in picking up Lieutenant Christopher O’Brien and elelven of 
her men ; but the captain, the remainder of his gallant 
crew, perished. On the following day, the British 80-gun 
ship Kussel, Captfiin Mathew Buckle, overtook the Glorioso, 
and compelled her to strike ; but the defence of this ship 
must ever rank foremost in Spanish naval history. 

On the 18th of August, the British 24-gun sliip Bellona, 
Captain the Hon. Samuel Barrington, captraod off TJshant 
the Due de Chartres, a French Indianian, of 700 tons, 176 
men, and thirty guns, Jaden with prorisions and stores. The 
action lasted two hours. 

On the 12th of September, the British 20-gun frigate 
Amazon, Captain Samuel Faulknor, cruising in the Channel, 
engaged the Frencli 32-gun frigate Eenomm6e. The action 
continued several hours, when the Benommee sheered ofi! 
The Amazon, having received much damage in sails and 
ligging, was unable to follow. The Amazon had a great many 
men lolled and wounded. On the following day, the 44-gun 
ship Dover, Captain the Hon. Washington Shirley, fell in 
with the Benommee, and after a short action compelled her 
to strike. The Benommee was purchased into the navy. 

British cruisers and privateers were this year very success- 
ful, and the following is a summary of the respective gains 
and losses. British vessels captured by the Spaniards, 131 ; 
by the Fi’ench, 420 ; taken by tl^ British-“^SpaniardSj 91 j 
French, 656. The Spanish and French prizes were many of 
them very valuable, while those captured from the Biitish 
were for the most pai^t of small value. 
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of ^aniiaiy, tBe siju^ron of Bosir- 
AStniml Hawke, crBising iii the Cbanndj observ^^ lax'ge 
ship to leewai'd. Tho 6Q-gan ship^ 3^^ Gaptain 

l^hert piarland, was ordered to ch^^^ that ship having 
at lOh. iLM* elosed with the stranger, commenced ike action, 
and a running %ht of siis hours ensued. The tear-admii*al 
phserving the size of the ship Captaih Harland was engaging, 
ordered the GO-gun ship Portland, Captain Charles Stevens, 
to proceed to the Nottingham’s assistance. The Portland 
accordingly made sail, and having neared the eneiny (still 
closely engaged Yvith the Nottingham), and fired a few shot, 
the French ship surrendered. The prize proved to be the 
Magnanime> a large class 74-gtin ship, commanded by the 
Marqitis d’ Albert. The Nottingham had sixteen men killed, 
and eighteen wounded, and the Portland four men wounded. 
The Magnanime, out of a crew of 686 men, had forty-five 
killed, and 105 wounded. Being a fine new ship, she was 
added to the British navy xmder the same name, and con- 
tinued long a fiivourite sliip. 

In the West Indies tliis year, a Spanish squadron, under 
Admiral Reggio, was defeated by Rear-Admiral Knowdes. 
This action was preceded, on the Stli of March, by an attack 
upon Port Louis, Hispaniola, in which, though the reduction 
of the place was achieved, it was severely bought, no less 
than seventy men being killed and wounded in the squadron. 
Among the « former was Cajjtain James Rentone, of the 
Strafford. The rear-admiral shortly afterwards attacked 
St, Jago de Cuba, but was beaten off with loss. This failure 
was attributed to Rear-Admiral Knowles, and his after suc- 
cess did not entirely remove the remembrance of his previous 
failure. The British squadron consisted of the following 


Guns. Ships. 

SO Cornwall . . 

70 ‘ r Lenox . . , . 

! Tilbury ... 
Strafford . . 
Warwick.. 
Canterbury 
50 Oxford ... . 


! Rear* Admiral Cbarles Knowles 
Captain Polycarpus Taylor 
,, Cliarles Holmes 

,, Charles Powletfc 

„ David Brodie 

,, Thomas Innes 

„ Edward Clarke 

,, Edmimd Toll 


Tills ship Iiad only fifty^six guns mounted. 
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The squaclrou was maimed with 2,900 mem 

The Spanish squadi'oii also consisted of seven ships, bnt 
larger, arid thdr crews nnmhered 4,150. 

On the 1st of October, these sqnad half^wsij be- 

tween the Tortugos and Havannah ; and the Spanishladmiral 
being to leeward, formed a Kne, and awdted the British 
attack. Owing to the bad sailing of the Canterimry and 
W arwick, the action was commenced upon unequal terms. 
At a little past 2h. p.m., the Cornwall having arrived 
nmsket-shot of the 74-gun ship Africa, bearing the flag of 
Vice-Admiral Beggio, a spirited action ensued. The Spaniards 
firing high, quickly disabled the Cornwall, which ship having 
had her maintopmast and foretopsail-yard shot away, dropped 
out of the line. The Lenox then took the Corn waifs place, 
and maintained the action with great spirit ; when the 
Spanish ships closing round their admiral, rendered the situa- 
tion of the Lenox very critical. The Lenox was, however, 
soon supposed by the arrival of the Canterbury and War- 
wick, and the action became general, and continued till 
8h. P.M., when the Spaniards commenced a retreat. The 
creM^ of the ComwfiU having refitted their ship, she was 
again in a condition to renew the action ; and the Oonquest- 
adore, seventy-four, having been likewise disabled, and much 
astern of her squadron, was the object of her renewed attack. 
The Cornwall opened so animated a fire ui3on her, that her 
captain and most of her officers being killed,^with a great 
many of her men, she struck, and was taken possession of. 
The British rear-admiral Imving collected his squadron, made 
sail in chase of the Spaniards, but the pursuit was not prose- 
cuted with vigour. But chance added to his success ; for 
two days afterwards, the squadron fell in wdth the Africa^ 
which having been dismasted soon after the chase was given 
up, had anchored in distress a few leagues from the Havannah. 
The Spaniards, 0 ];l the approach of the British, took to their 
boats, after setting her on fire, and she blew up before pos- 
session could be tSken. Captain Bon San Justo, of the Con- 
questadore ; Bon Quitana, second captain of the Afirica ; and 
Bon O^Tecocha, captain of the Qalga, and eighty-rix men, 
were killed ; and the vice-admiral, fourteen officers, and 197 
men, wounded. On board the British squadron, fifty-nine men 
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ipirere and 120 'woimded ; but no oflicer is named 

ampng the number. 

Grreat discontent having preyailed in the squadron re- 
spectingthe mode of attack pursued by the rear-admiral, a 
oothS-Btotial vm his arrival in Eiigland j and 

the CoUit having heard the argume^^^^^ of opinion that he 
was guilty of negligence in having shifted his flag to a 
fiesh sliip when the Cornwall was disabled ; and for not 
beming d^ Spanish squadron, as he might have 

done, with more efiect ; and therefore adjudged him. to be 
reprimanded^ 

* The peace of Aix-la-CIiapelle put an end to further hos- 
tilities. The following is a summary of results 


BRITISH OAIH. 
Shipa captured horn the Spaniards 
„ „ French. . . 

BRITISH LOSS. 

Ships captured by the Spaniards , 
,, ^ ,, French . . . 


1,249 

2,185 

a,434 

1,860 

1,878 

3,238 


Balance in farour of the British .... 196 


The above is the mode in use by tlic earlier naval histo- 
rians; but it is a method not at all smted to convey a correct 
notion of the subject., since, as in the case of the Spanish 
captures njade, the value of one of tlieir sliips was more 
than equivalent to twenty of the majority of those lost to 
the British. The gain to the British dining this war is 
estimated by Dr. Beatson at two iniliions sterling. 
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The terms of the peace concluded in; 1 Been so 

fpequentl^r infriiiged bj French shi 2 )S, that it bec^e at length 
necessary to retaliate. Accordingly/ fleets 'vrere fitted out, 
and the command of one being given to Yiee-Ad^^airal Bos- 
cawen, he was ordei^ed to proceed to North Amori'tJa, to 
counteract the measures of a French fleet under M. De la 
Motte. Although war was not formally declared, the warlike 
preparations of the French plainly evinced their hostile 
designs upon the Bntish North American colbhies. Bos- 
cawen’s orders were, to protect the British possessions, and 
to attack the French squadrons wherever he found them. 
These instructions were not, however, given secretly, for 
they were communicated to the French ambassador at 
London, who conveyed them to the French king ; upon 
which, the latter replied, ^‘ that the fii*st gun fired on the sea 
in a hostile maimer should be held equivalent to a declaration 
of war.” 

Boscawen fulfilled his instructions to the letter. Oh the 
6th of June, 1755, being near the entrance to the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, he fell in with four sail of the line, which had 
parted fi’om M. De la Motto in a gale of wind. On the 8th, 
at noon, after a chase of forty-eight hours, the 60-gim ship 
Dunkirk, Captain the Hon. liichard Howe, arrived up with 
the French 64-guh sliip Alcide. After some little preliminary 
hmling, the Dunkirk opened so furious a cannon^e, that on 
the approach of the Torbay, the French ship struck her 
colours. The 64-gun ship Lys, ai'med' w 
captured ; but owing to a fog the third escaped. Thus was 
this, known as “ the seven years^ war,” commenced. 

On the 14th of Novemlier, a squadron, under the command 
of Admiral the Hon. John Byiig, crui^ng ip. the Channel, 
fell in with, and took, the French ?4-gun ship Espisrahee ; 
but bad weather coming on, and the ship being greatly 
damaged, the prize was set on fire and destroyed. * 

1756. — ^War was formally declared ; by the English on 
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tile iTthof and by the French on the of JunCi, 
im . . 

Although the British goveiHment had received intelligence 
of an extensive armament fitti^ at Toulon to attack 
Minorca^ no steps were taken for its defence, until the 
clamours of the people drove ininisters to order the equip- 
ment of a fleet for that purpose. A fleet was appointed, 
but instead of its being of a description suited to obtain 
command of the Me(hten*anean, it consisted of ten sail of , 
the line only, wretchedly prepared. The most unaccountable 
negligence was observable in manning this fleet ; for being 
ordered to convey a reinforcement of troops to Gibraltar and 
Minorca, the marines were ordered to be landed, to make 
room for troops ; and thus Jblie j)roper complement of each 
ship was materially diminished. The fleet should have 
sailed early in the year, but delay followed delay, and 
the remonstrances of the admiral were unheeded. The 
crews were incomplete by several hundreds of men, yet 
they might have been filled up in a day, had the order 
been given to draft men from Hiips lying in comparative 
idleness. » 

On the Gth of April the squadron sailed ; it consisted of 
ten sail of the line, and although the admiral petitioned for 
only two or three frigates, one was denied him. On the 3nd of 
May the squadron, after having encountered much bad weather, 
arrived at j^ibraltar, where B^uig learnt the strength of the 
French squadron ; and that it had already escorted a large 
body of troops to Minorca, and obtained possession of the 
whole island, with the exception of Fort St, Philip. The 
difficulty of throwing in succours then occupied liis attention, 
but he detennined to make the attempt with the under- 
mentioned : — ** \ 


Guns. Sliips- Men. 
90 Hininillies . , . .780 | 

68 Buckingham . .536 | 

74 CuUoden . . . .600 
(TiMent , . . . , .500 
64 < Bevengo .... 480 
( intropid ...... 480 


Admiral Hon. John Byng (blue) 
Captain Arthur Gardiner 
Bear- Admiral Temple West (red) 
Captain Michael Everitt 
,, Henry Ward 

„ Philip Burell 

„ Fred. Cornwall 

^ James Young 
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Gum. Ships. Men. 
Gaptam ..... 480 
Larniaster .... 520 
Kington : . . 400 
Prince9slip\ii<ia 400 
Defiance . ^ . . . , 400 
Deptfoird , .280 

Portland . . . .800" 
Ghesterfield . . 220 
Phcemi . . . . . .180 


64 

60 

50 

40 


Captain CSiarles Oatford 
,, Hon. G. Edgecpmbe 

„ Williain Pany 

„ Hon. l^homas 

Thonc^ Andrews^ 
john Aniterst 
Patrick !^ird " 

:J. Lloyd":'/:;;.- 
Hon. A Hervey 


Porfeime, Experiment, and Dolpliia, sloops. 


On the 8th of May the British squadron sailed from 
Gibraltar, and on the 16th reached Majorca, where in- 
telligence was received, fully confirming that which had 
obtained at Gibraltar. At daybreak on the 19th, having 
had a fine wind during the preceding night, the fleet arrived 
in sight of Minorca, and the admiral despatched the Phcenix 
to I'econnoitre Port Mahon, and ascertain the possibility of 
throwing supplies into Fort St. Philip, as also with a letter 
to General Blakeney, the commandant of the garrison. In 
the meanwhile the squadrpn made eveiy eflbii} to get in- 
shore, but the appearance of the French fleet quickly changed 
the nature of the* British admirars movements. His first 
object wa.s to strengthen his weakest-manned ships from the 
crews of the smaller vessels, and he converted the Phoenix 
into a fire-ship. Byng then stood towards the French fleet, 
which consisted of the following ships : — 

Gucb. Ships. 

84 Foudroyant 
Couroiine 
Bedoutable 
^ Guerribre 
T(^m(^raire 
50 Tier 

Frigates — Junon, 44 ; Bose, 30 ; Gracieiise, 30 ; Topaze, 26 ; 

Nympbe, 26. 


Guns. Ships, 
r Triton 
Lion 

64^ Content 
Sage 
LOrplrie 

50 Hippopotaine 


This well-appointed fleet was manned with 9,552 men. 
Towards night, the French liad neared the British squadron 
within a few miles, when they tacked, to obtain the weather- 
gage, but Byng possessing at that tiihe this aidvantage, tacked 
also. The two fleets therefore continued working to wind- 
ward all night, with light variable airs of wind, and at 
daybreak on the 20th, they were not visible to each other. 
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The Defiaiice, a little after daybreak, captured a tartan 
contaitdng a i*eiiiforcemetit of men from Minorca for the 
French fleet, and shortly afterwards the latter was discovered 
to leeward, but at so great a dist^ce that it was 2h. P.M. 
before Byng considered it nei^ssaiy to form his order of 
/attack.' ■ ; ' ■ 

Th^^ signal was then m^e for the British squadron in 
two lines to bear away two points, and engage the enemy. 
Bear- Admiral West, whose division was leading, misinter- 
preting the signal, bore up sevm points ; and at 2h. 45m. p.m. 
the Deflsihce, in the most spirited manner, engaged the 
van ship of the enemy. The other ships of Bear-Admiral 
West’s division engaged with equal gallantry, and the action 
soon became general with the British van, and the French 
van and centre. The French ships were under topsails only, 
with their main*topsails to the mast. 

Byng, with his division, shortly afterwards bore uj^ to the 
supjpori of his rear-admiral ; but the Intrepid, the last ship 
of the leading division, had not been long in action ere her 
foretopmast was shot away, and, in a maimer wholly un- 
accountable, threw the centre division, astern of her into 
confusion. The loss of a foretopmast to a ship saiHiig with 
the wind on her quaiter ought not to have been attended 
with any material consequences, and the only effect it would 
have had upon experienced seamen would have been, that 
the ships astern w^ould have passed the disabled ship (o keioard, 
and have continued to close the enemy. It is impossible to 
justify the j>roceedings of Admiral Byng, and the ships of 
his division. The Intrepid rounded to, and threw all a-back, 
but not before she was in such a position as to engage the 
ship opposed to her in the line with effect. The lievenge, 
the ship next astern, luffed^up, in order to pass the Intrepid 
to tvindwa/rdj but did not in ffict pass her at all, as she 
remained upon the Intrepid’s weather quarter. The Princess 
Louisa and Trident were also brought to by the same cause, 
as well as the Bamillies, bearing the admiral’s flag. The 
latter ship did not get into action at all, although her crew 
wasted much ammunition by firing when out of gun-shot; 
neither did the Beyenge, Trident, CuUoden, or Kingston. 
The division of Bear-Admiral West, which led, sufiered 
most ; and had the French not filled, and made sail after 
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about three hours’ caimpuading, his ships must inevitably 
have falleii into their hands. 

As so much has been said and this 

action, we thinifc it advisable to Illustrate it with a diagram, 
showing the ppsitiGn of the two jGleefes at the commencement 
of, and during the engagement. The fects upon which the 
(hagram is founded derived fom the minutes of the 
court-mattiaL 



The French squadron was vastly superior in weight of 
metal. This ^will be seen by comparing the ships of the two 
admirals; — 
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RAMILtlES. 

British 90-^n Ship, 
Lower deck 2Q . , 32 prs. 
Middle deck 26 . .18 „ 
Up^r deck 26 . . 12 „ 
Qilarfcer-deck 10 * . 6 
Forecastle 2 . . 6 ,t 

90 guns. 
Broadside 686 lbs. 
Tons .... 1,742 


ROUDEOTANT. 
French 84-guii Ship.‘ 
Lower deck 30 42 prs. 

Main deck 32 . . 24 „ 

Quarter-deck IS - 8 

Forecastle 4 • f 8 „ 

Total 84 guns. 

Broadside 1,1 59 lbs,® 
Tons .... 1,977 


The four 74-gun ships of the French fleet mounted 
42-poundeifs on the lower deck, and the 64-gun ships, 
36-pounders. The conduct of M. De Galissioniere, therefore, 
was surprising; for, with such shipis, he ought to have cap- 
tured every ship of the British fleet. But this does not 
exonerate the British admiral, whose indecision is softened 
only by the severity of the penalty he paid. 

The Biitish loss is shown upon the diagram. Among the 
number were Captain Andrews (who so nobly commenced 
the action in the Defiance), and CaptaintN'oeL Byng quitted 
Minorca and returned to Gibraltar, where he was soon after- 
wai'ds superseded by Sir Edward Hawke. This unfortunate 
admiral was shot in Portsmouth harbour on the 14th of 
March, 1757, on board the 74-gun ship Monarch — an exe- 

* Tlie Foudroyant was subsequently captured by the Monmouth, and 
was the first 84-gun ship upon two decks which ever belonged to the 
British navy j all British 80-gun ships being at that time three-deckers. 

® This calculation allows for the difference between the French and 
Ei»glish weights, for which see the following table : — 


DANISH. 

DUTCH. 

FRENCH. 

SPANISH. 

SWEDISH. 

RUSSIAN. 

IMr. 

Brtglifili 

Weight, 

Pdr. 

English 

Weight. 

Pdr. 

English 

Weighta 

Pdr. 

English 

Weight. 

Pdr. 

English 

Weight 

Pdr. 

English 

Weight 

i 

tt>. oc. 


lb. og. 


lb. oz. 


lb. oz. 

48 

Vi. oz. 

44 154 


Vi. oz. 

■9 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

42 

30 54 

42 

37 144 

Ei 

30 M4 



36 

38 14 

36 

36 3 

86 

33 114 

36 

32 74 

B 

— 

B2 

34 123 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 

28 U 

80 

27 04 

24 

26 71 

24 

26 2^ 

24 

25 144 

24 

24 54 

24 

22 7ii 

24 

21 104 

18 

10 13i j 

IB 

18 1 

18 

10 7 

18 

18 4 

18 

l6 ^3i^ 1 

18 

16 .sj 

12 

13 H 

12 

13 1 

12 

12 154 

12 

12 23 

12 

11 

12 

10 134 

8 

8 I2k 

8 

8 104 

8 

8 10 

8 

8 14 

8 

7 74 

8 

7 34 

0 

6 9l 

6 

6 84 

6 

6 74 

6 

6 

6 

5-04 

0 

5 64 


a The Freach shot has boea fouad to eKocod this calculated weight by a few ouuces. 
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cution tte severity of 'which was xmdouhtedly, itnder ^ the 
circTimstajaces, extreme. 

On the 17th of. May^, early in the morning, the ^Q-gun 
ship Colchester, and 26^ ship Lyme, Captains Lncin^ 
O’Brien and Edward Vernon, Being off the Isle of pieron, 
chased two sad. 5h. p.sl, the Colchester arnved hpm 
the sternmost, which was the 60~gun ship Aqnilon, and 
engaged her very closely ; while the Lyme brought to actiph 
her consort, the 32~guii frigate Fidelle. After an action of 
six hoursV duration, the French ships made leaving the 
Colchester and Lyme much damaged in hxdl and rigging, 
'with the loss of a great many men. . 

On the 6th of July, the Hon. Captain Richard Howe, in 
the 60'gunship Dunkirk, having under his orders a squadron 
of six ships, destroyed a fort erecting on Chauss6 Island, near 
St Malo. 

On the 7th of October, a gallant action was fought by the 
Dispatch sloop, Commander James Holboume, with a French 
privateer, which mounted eighteen guns and had a crew oi 
170 men. The action histed two hours, and the privateer 
made several ineffectual attempts to board, but was beaten 
off with much loss. Commander Holbourne, who behaved 
nobly, was mortally woxinded by a flint stone about the size 
of a nutmeg, and died on the 9th. The lieutenant of the 
Dispatch (John Hodges) conducted the slooj) in a shattered 
state into port. 

The Adventure, a small brig tender mounting six 
3-pounders, Lieiitenant James Orrock, was attacked off Bto- 
borough Castle, by the Infernale, of twelve guns, with a crew 
of 148 men. After two hours’ action, and having expended 
all his ammunition, and had five of his crew killed and 
eighteen wounded, Lieutenant OxTOck surrendered. The 
privateer had seven men killed and twenty-five wounded. 
For his conduct on tliis occasion Lieutenant Orrock was 
deseivedly promoted. 

On the 23rd of December, the 26-gun privateer Terrible, 
Captain Death, being on a cruise, fell in with and captured, 
after a sharj) action, in which his lieutenant and sixteen of 
his crew were killed, the Grand of twenty-two 

guns tod 100 men. While the Teriible convoym 
prize into pjrt, the latter was attacked and captured by the 
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FkincH privateer VeBgeauGe» of giins an4 360 meii- 

Tke French captain then nmnned bis pxdjgej and both 
sued land attacked the Teriible.^^^^ first broadside they 

shot away her maihmast/ Beath defended liis 

ship with the most obstinate valour for a considerable time. 
The contest was most des^rate^ but the English <*aptain 
being killed, with half of his crew, and nearly all the 
remainder wounded, the was taken possession of 

The Yengeance lost in the action her first and second cap- 
tains killed, and two-thirds of the crew. 

1757^-^Captcdn Art^ Forrest, of the 60-gun ship Au- 
gtist% belonging to the squadron on the Jamaica station, was 
despatched, in the month of October, to cruise off Cape 
Francois, where the French were asvsembling a fieet of mer- 
chant ships for Europe, Captain Forrest had under his 
orders the 64-gun ship Edinburgh, Captain William Laiigdon, 
and 60-gun ship Dreadnought, Captain MaiiriCe Suckling. 
Hear- Admiral Cotes, the commander-in-chief on the station, 
had received intelligence relative to the force intended to 
convoy the fleet at Cape Francois, which led him to believe 
that the above ships would be found equal to cope with it ; 
but M. De Kersaint, the French commodore, had been 
unexpectedly reinforced by the junction of several ships, and 
when Captain Forrest arrived off the port, was in command 
of the undermentioned, — 

Guns. Shii)s. j Guns. Ships. 

tjA \ Intrt^pide I 44 Outarde 

( Sceptre * „rt J Sauvage 

64 Opiinfitre ( Licorno 

50 Greenwich* 

manned with 3,8J0 men, including many volunteers from the 
garrison and merchant shijjs. 

With this force at his disposal, the French commodore had 
reason to believe he should be able to drive Captain Forrest 
from Ilia ^station ; and early in the morning of the 21st of 
Octobei’,^ or more probably on the night previous, put to 

* Gapttired by a I^rench squadron of five sail of the line, on the 14 tl j 
of IViarch preceding, while commanded by 0{q)tain Hubert Eoddaiii. 

^ It is a singuhiT circumstance, which has niot l>een previously re- 
marked upon, that this action, wMuh was the only one of any note 
fought by Captain Suckling, should have occuiTed on the 21st of Octo- 

VOL. i. US 
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sea, and stood off skore iii searcli of the Biitish squadron* 
At 7h A.M. the Breadnougkt made the signal for m enemy, 
and at noon the French sqaadroit was ^ sight Irom the 
deck. Captain Surest then made the signfl for his captains^ 
and on their airiyai on the Ahgusta’s qnarter-deck, is said to 
have addressed them with--^“ Well, gentlemen, you they 
are come out to engage us.” Xfpon which Captain Buckling 
replied— “ I think it would be a pity to disappoint them.” 
Captain Langdori being of the same opinion> Captain Forrest 
dismissed them to their ships, and hoisted the signal for the 
squadron to make all sail to close the eneUiy.^ H 
moderate breeze, the three British ships— tlie Direadn ought 
leading — ^at 3h. 20ni. P.M., commenced the action with great 
spirit. The Intr^pide, the headmost ship, was engaged with 
such vigour, that being much disabled in her spars, she 
dropped astern and fell foul of the Greenwich, her next 
astern. This accident caused such confusion, tliat all the 
ships of the French squadron fell foul of each other, and 
became exposed to the fire of the British sMps, without the 
ability to return more than a few shot. The fight had con- 
tinued two hours and a half, when the French commodore, 
in the lntr6pide, made the signal for one of the fHgates to 
tqw his ship out of the action, and the whole French squadron 
made sail to leeward. The British ships had suffercxl so 
much in their sails and rigging, that it was found impossible 
to follow ; and Oa]:)tain Forrest vras reluctantly compelled to 
return to Jamaica to repair damages. v . 

In this gallant engagement the Augusta had her first 
lieutenant and eight men killed, and twelve dangerously and 
seventeen slightly wounded ; all her masts, sails, rigging, and 
boats received considerable injury. The Dreadnought had 
nine killed, and twenty dangerously and ten . slightly 
wounded. She lost her main and mizen-topmasts, and mizen- 
yai d ; and every mast and yaa*d was greatly injured, except 
the foretopinast and foretopsail-yai*d ; she also z'eceived a 
great many shot in her hull. The Edinburgh lost only five 
in killed, and thirty wounded ; but her masts, yards, and sails 

her, and that Captam Bucklii>g’<i nepliew---t'he imiuortai Kelson, who 
went to sea under his uncle auspices—should, on that very day forty- 
eight have completed his unparalleled aeries of victories by a 

glorious death afc TrfJaigJtr. 
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were greatly damaged, and she had several shot m her Imll. 
The^Freiich loss is stated to have amojinted to near 600 
Idlled and wounded The Opiniatre was disinasted, and 
the whole muolr disabled ; but during the tmavoidable absence 
of Captain Forrest^ the French commodore speedily repaired 
his damages, and made his escape from Cape Francis. 

On the 24th of November, Captain Forrest, in the Au- 
gusta, was despatched by Hear-Admiral Cotes to cruise oif 
Conave for two days. He proceeded up the bay between 
the islands Gonave and Hispaniola, with a view to cut out a 
rich fleet, under convoy of two armed merchant fiigates. 
The day after parting company from the admiral, he stood 
in-shore, and disguised his ship with tarpaulins, and hoisted 
Dutch colours. At 5h. p.m. seven stiil were seen standing to 
the westward ; but in order to avoid suspicion, tbo Augusta 
made sail away from them until dark, when all sail wus 
crow^ded in pursuit. At lOh. p.m. two ships were seen ahead, 
one of which fired a gun, and the other made sail in-slioro 
for Leogane Bay. Shortly afterwards eight sail were seen 
to leeward, close under Petit Guave. The Augusta was 
very soon alongside the ship which had fired the gun, when 
Captain Forrest hailed the stranger and cautioned her cap- 
tain, on pain of being sunk, not to give the smallest alarm; 
at the same time the lowcr-deck ports were oj)ened, to <;any 
the threat into execution. The ship submitted without 
opposition, and having taken her crew out, Captain Forrest 
put a lieutenant and thirty-live men into the prize, with 
directions to stand in for Petit Guave to intercept any of the 
shijS which might make for that pxxrt. The Augusta then 
made sail after the body of the convoy, and by dawn of day 
was in the midst of them, firing at all in turns. The French 
sjliips returned an ineflectual fire for some little time; but 
three of the largest having struck, they were employed by 
Captain Forrest to pursue the remainder. Only one small 
snow escaped; and thus, by the able measures of Captain 
Fori-est, tins valuable convoy, consisting of nme ships, the 
united tonnages of which amounted to 3,070, carrying 112 
guns, and 41§ men, fell into his hands. Their value was 
very considerable. 

Scarcely a -week passed without some action occurring in 
the Channel between French privateers and British cruisers* 

n2 
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More tlian forty were capttired this year by ilxe 
men-of-war aJone> independent of those taken by privateers; 
but the cohimaii^r most suoee^fnl m captining vessels so 
destructive to the trade of Ibgland, was Oaptain^^ 
Lockhart, in the 28-gim fiigate^ ci’nigaiig 

in the Channel, Captain Lockhait, on the I8th of Febmary , 
fell in with the Mont-Itoziery Rochelle x>rivateer, inoxinting 
twenty long 9-poiinders, with a crew of ITO men. After 
a short engagement, the privateer struck ; but while 
j)reparations were making for taking possession of the 
prize, she bore up, and attempted to board the Tartar. 
The Tartar’s crew were on the alert, and rex)elled the attack 
with such energy, that thirty-six: of the privateer’s crew 
were killed and a gi-eat number wounded, The j^iivateer 
then sheered off and recommenced the action, but after losing 
fifty-eight men surrendered. 

On the 27th of March, Captain LockhaiHb being on shore 
sick, the Tartar, under the commanclof Lieutenant Thomas 
Baillio, fell in with the privateer Maria Victoria, of 24 guns 
and 236 men ; and after a smart action, the privateer sur- 
rendered. Being a retnarkably fine vessel, the x>rize was 
added to the British navy, by the name of Tartar’s Brize, 
and the command deservedly conferred on Lieutenant Bailiie, 
together with his commission as master and commander. 

On the 16th of April the Taitar fell in with the j>nvateer 
Due d’Aiguillon, of 600 tons, twenty- six guns, and 254 men, 
and after an action which lasted an hour and a quarter, in 
wliich the privateer had fifty men killed and wounded, and 
the Tartar four men killed and one wounded, oai)tured her 
also. / 

On the 18th of May, the same enterpz*ising officer cap- 
tured the privateer Penelope, of eighteen guns and 181 men, 
fourt,een of whom were killed. In October he captured the 
j)rivateer Comtesse.de Gramont, of eighteen guns and 155 
men. Tliis vessel was purchased into the navy, and named 
tlie Gramont. V ^ ^ ^ ^ 

On the 2nd of November, Captain Lockhart rendered 
liimse^f still more eonsjricuous.. Being in the Channel, in 
comj)any of some other cruisers, the Tartar chased a large 
sail, which, after a piirsuit of thuHiy hours, she overtook. The 
chase, which was the Melamj)e privateer, of Bayonne, of 700 
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tons, and motmtiiig twenty-Bix long 1 2-poxmdei-s, and ten 
6-pounders, with a crew of 330 men, engaged the Tartar 
with mhch Bpirit ; but after a runmng %ht three hours, 
in whibh the former a loes of killed and 

tY^'enty-six wounded, and the Tajt;ar four killed, the pTivateer 
Struck her colours, and was . taken possession of. At this 
tihie the ships which had been in company with the Tartar 
when she (fommeneed th^ only in sight foom the 

masthead. The prize proved a remarkably fine vessel, and 
h$ul only been launched two months. She measured 116 
feet upon the keel, and thirty-three feet extreme breadth, 
and was added to the British navy under her French name, 
where she long continued as a 36-gun frigate, a favotnite 
slup. Such distinguished services called forth the gratitude 
of the merchants of London and Bristol ; the former pre- 
sented Captain Lockhart with an elegant piece of plate, 
value 200 guineas ; and the latter, with a similar mark of 
their sense of his achievements, by a piece of plate valued 
at 100* guineas. The corpomtion of Plymouth also pre- 
sented him with the freedom of the town in a silver box. The 
master of the Tartar (Patrick Lukey) was made a lieutenant. 

In the month of February, as the British 12-guii sloop 
Badger, Commander Thomas Taylor, was cruising ofi* the 
French coast, she fell in with and captured a French privateer, 
of eight guns and seventy-two men, which was sent into tl»e 
Downs. On the 24tli of the same month, the Badger 
chased the privateer Escorte, belonging to St. Male, of 
eighteen long 8-pounders and 157 men. Undeterred by the 
disparity of force, the Badger engaged her, and a close 
action of one hour and a ensued, when the privateer 
suiTendered. The Badger had only seven men wounded, 
blit the captain of the privateer, and twenty of her crew 
were killed. Tills action was the more creditable to the captors, 
from the circumstance of the Badger s being sJiort of com- 
plement, in consequence of the prize crew recently sent 
away. There ivere no marines on board ; but the purser, 
Andrew Butherford, having gallantly volunteex'od his ser- 
vices, was stationed on the forecastle of the sloop in charge 
of a pjirty of small-arm men, wd conducted himself w ith 
great bravery. Gommander Taylor was promoted, on the, 
3rd of March, to post rank, and appointed to the Seahorse 
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frigate 5 and Mr. Butiierford was appointed to tKe Goventij;^ 
The Escorte ■was added to the navy under the same name. 

On the 10th of March^ as the Bntish 3-pounder^ 8^ 
sloop Happy, Gommander Thomas 

return from Jersey, having on board twenty soldiers from: ‘ 
that island, she was attacked by the I^*ench priv’a^^ 
fenial, C-po.unders, eight 4-poundei^, and six 

swivels, with a crew of seventy-hve men. To obviate *tlie 
inferiority in point of armament, the commander of the 
Happy grappled the privateer, and boarded her. The troops 
being very useful in clearing the decks, the privateer’s crew^ 
surrendered. For this gallant littio exploit Commander 
Burnet was promoted, on the 5tli of May folloydng; 

On the I8th of May, the British 28-gun frigate TTnicofn:, 
Cajitain J ohn Eawlings, cruising off the coast of Ireland^ 
chased aild overtook the French privateer Invincible, of 
twenty-four guns and 286 men. In the early part of the 
action which ensued, Captain Rawlings was moitally 'wounded 
in the head, and the command of the ship devoted on 
Lieutenant Michael Clements, who conducted the light with 
great skill, and compelled the privateer to surrender. The 
Unicorn lost, besides her captain, the boatswain and two 
men killed, and live men wounded. The Invincible liad 
a great many men killed and w^ounded, before she Btruok. 
Having obtained information from some of the prisonca’s 
respecting another privateer, which had been cruisiug in 
cojnj)any with the Invincible, Lieutenant Clements, after 
seeing his prize into Kinsale, went in pursuit of the other, 
and had the good fortune to fall in with and capture her. 
The second prize proved to be a privateer, of eighteen guns 
and 143 men, belonging to Bordeaux. Lieutenant Clements 
was deservedly promoted for Ms gallantry- 

On the 13th of May, the 50-gun ship Antelope, Captain 
Sarrniel ^ Hood, cruising off the French coast, brought to 
action the French 50-gun ship Aquilon. After exchanging 
a few broadsides, the Aquilon sheered off and stood in for 

* All oar naval historians!, with the exception of Schomherg, have 
given the credit of this action to Captain Alexander Hood ; and ve'O 
formerly stated, in accordance with the concurrent testimony of so many 
authorities, that the Antelope was eommauded Alexander Hood, 
but, on turning to that ship’s log, we find that Schomberg alone is right. 
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tibe lan^^ by tlxe Antelope tmder all sail. Finding 

it impossible to escape* the Aqniion ran upon a ridge of rocl^ 
in Audierne Bay, and was tot^y wepkad. The Antelope 
had three men killed and thirteen wounded in this encounter* 
Among the latter was a young midshipman named 
who h^ both his legs cairied away by a shot* It is stated, 
that while under the surgeon’s hands, hearing the crew on 
d^ok give three cheers, h® waved his hand round his head 
and expired* The lo&s of the Aquilon amounted to jBfty- 
hve Idlled and wounded. 

On the 30th of May, the Due d’ Aquitaine, French East- 
india rinp, of 1,500 tons, mounting £Lfby long 18-pounders, 
with a cx'ew of 463 men, was captured, after an hour’s action, 
by the 60-gan ships Eagle and Medway, Gaptains Hugh 
Palliser and Charles Proby. The Eagle had ten men killed, 
and the Medway ten \vounded, before they compelled the 
Fiench ship to strike. This ship w.as pierced for sixty-foui' 
guns, and was purchased into the royal navy. 

On the 25th of July, at llh* p.m., the British 32-gun 
frigate Southampton, Captain James Gilchrist, being off St. 
Alban’s Head on her way to Plymouth, conveying money 
to the dockyard at that port, was fallen in with by five 
large French privateers, comprising two ships, a snow, a 
brigantine, and a cutter. One of the ships shooting ahead, 
engaged the Southampton for half an hour, and the others 
also coming up, made several attempts to board ; but on 
each occasion were repulsed with much slaughter. Two of 
the privateers having the advantage of sailing, then took up 
their positions, one on the frigate’s bow and another on her 
quarter, and for nearly an hour continued a well-directed fire ; 
but by the great skill of the British captain and crew, the 
whole were at length obliged to sheer off, leaving the South- 
ampton too much disiibled for pirrsuit. The Southampton 
hiid all her masts, sails, and rigging veiy much cut, and had 
recei ved a gi*eat many shot in her hull, and several between 
wind and water, so that she was compelled to juit into 
Weymouth. The Southampton had twenty-four' men 
killed or mortally woiin ded, and a great many slightly 
wounded. 

On the 1st of August, the 24-gun ship Seahorse, Captain 
Tliomaa Taylor, who so distingu^^^^ himself in the Badger 



sloop, ^ ha-vdiig under his orders the Baven and Bonetta sloops, 
Gominanders John Bover and John Glarke, fell m 
12-pounder French frigates off Ostondi The Seahorse being 
at anchor with the sloops, w'eighed mid ^ out to ineet the 

enemy ; and at 12h. 30im p.m., brought the we 
to action, within pistol-^ot distance/ of the British 

ship induced her opponent, after a short engagement, to bear 
up and close her consoi*t to leeward, under jury topmasts ; 
but was closely followed by the Seahorse, which for a <^oiir 
siderable time engaged the two French ships single-handed. 
The llayen and Bone tta joining, the frigates, at 3h. 45m. 
bore up and made all sail, leaving the Seahcu^s© so much cut 
up in sails and rigging, as to be unable to chase. The Sea- 
horse had ten men killed or mortally wouiided, and nine; 
including her captain, slightly wounded. Commander Bbver, 
of the Emren, was also wounded. The Bonetta was dis- 
abled early in the action, and did not render any mateiial 
service. 

On the 24th of August, the 4:0-gun ship Prince Edward, 
Captain William Fortesciie, engaged a French 36-gun frigate 
off Scilly. Owing to the freshness of the breeze, the Pzince 
Edward, being a 40-gun ship on two decks, was unable to 
open her lower-deck ports, in consequence of which the 
French frigate possessed a veiy decided advantage. The action 
lasted till night, and was renewed the next day ; but the 
Prince Edward, having her main and mizenmasts shot away, 
was unable to bring lier guns to bt^ar on the frigate, which, 
fortunately for the former, sheered off. The Prince Edward 
had ten men killed and forty wounded. 

On tlie 12th 2 of September, the British 32-gun frigate 
Southampton, still commanded by Captain James Gilchrist, 
belonging to the fleet of Admiral Sir Edward Hawke, cruis- 
ing off Brest, having been despatched by the adniiral to 
reconnoitre the harbour, was chased by a large ship. As 
soon as the stranger was perceived, the Southampton tacked 
and stood towards her, upon which the stranger shortened 
sail and hove to. Owing to light airs and calms, it was 2hu 
p.M. before the Southampton could get near enough to open 

See p. 181 , 

* This date is erroneously given by historians as the 2lst ; hut the 
above is from the ship's log. 
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At tha^' time, being ‘witlim musket-dhiot, 
t^icangar, which pr^ to be the French 26-gun frigate 
Emerau^, opened fire on the Southampton, but it was not 
returned tUitil the IMtish fHgate had arriveA^i^ 
jards. In ix>nse(pieim^ by the firuig» the 

^ps drifted fold, when the French endeavoured to board the 
Southampton, but the attempt was repelled with vigour, and 
the boarders beaten back with loss. The struggle for victory 
lasted thirty-five minutes, at the expiiation of which^^ to 
the Em eraude, having lost her first and second captmns, most 
of the ofiicers, and sixty men 4dlled and wounded, surren- 
dered. The Southanipton had her second lieutenant (Thomas 
Ford) and nineteen mei^ killed, and every officer, except 
the captain, and twenty-eight men wounded. In this action 
the two ships were as nearly as possible of equal force, and 
the contest affoids convincing proof of great courage and 
skill on botli sides. The Emeraiide was added to the royal 
navy tinder the English name Emerdd, and continued for 
many years a cruising sliip.^ While conducting the prixe 
into port, the Southampton captured a 10-gun privateer 
belonging to Dunkirk. 

On the 2ud of November, the British 9-pounder 28-gxm 
frigate Unicorn, Captain Matthew Moore, cruising in the 
Channel, engaged the 12-poiinder 28-gun French frigate 
Hennione. The action lasted five hours, when the Hennione 
surrendered. This prize was iidded to the British navy under 
the name of Unicorn’s Prize. 

The following action aflbrds sufficient ])roof of the general 
inefficiency of the tw^o-decked forty and fifty-gun slaps. On 
the 3rd of November, the fiO-gun ship Antelope, Cai^taiii 
Thomas Baumarez, cruising in the Channel, capture<l the 
French 22-gun privateer Mora.s, having a crew of 2^5 men. 

Chamock, in a memoir of Captain Gilchrist, adds, upon thd 
authority of an eye-witness,” that the French fngate being a prime 
Sailer was sent out on puiposo to watch the motions of the British fieet, 
and that she was decoyed down to the Southanipton by a feigned atttmipt 
on the part of tlie latter to run. It is further stated that two of tlie 
French officers were killed by a discharge from Captain Gilclirist’s 
blunderbus^, and that the action was at such close quarters that the men 
fought with handspikes. The remaining men of the French crew are 
described as such tine able seamen that they derided the mean appear- 
ance of the Southampton's crew, although their conquerors.” 
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Owiilg to the heavy sea running, the Antelope was unable 
to open her lower-deck ports, and the privateer engaged 
neai'ly two hours before surrendering, nor did she then strike 
until her mizenibastwas shot away, and escape 
The Antelope had t^vo men killed and sixteen wounded- 

On the 2i3rd of Kovember, the British 28-gun ship linssar^ 
Captain John Elliot, and S4-gun ship Dolphin, Ga 
Benjamin Marlow, chased a large French ship. The Hussar 
closed with the stranger at about 8h. P.M., and commenced 
the action, in which she was soon joined by the I>olphm. At 
lOh. RM.the stranger, which^was dismasted, went down with 
her colours flying. The enemy was supposed to have been 
tbe French 50-gun ship Alcyon, armed The 

Hussar had received much injury, and had no boat that 
would swim ; the Dolphin, however, sent a boat, but, unfor- 
tunately, was not able to save any of the devoted French 
crew. 

On the 24th of November, the French 36-gun' frigate 
Bien-acquls was cax)tured by the 7 0-gian ship Chichester, 
Captain Baltren William Willett, and 24-gun ship Sheerhess, 
Captain Thomas Graves. The Mgate was added to the 
British navy by tbe name of Aurora. 

1758. — On the 1st of January, the hired armed ship 
Adventure, of eighteen long 6~})ounders, Commaiider John 
Bray, lying at anchor in Dungenessitoads, observed a large brig 
standing towai’ds her, uj>on which the Adventui-e cleared for 
action. Cai^tain Bray, at 2h. P.M., ordered the Adventure’s 
cable to be cut and sail to be made on the ship, and shortly 
afterwards the action commenced. Observing the brig about 
to rake the Adventure, the latter’s helm was put hard a-port, 
and she wore round, and fell athwart hawse of her opponent. 
Captain Bray and the pilot then j)asscd a hawser round the 
brig’s b9wsx)rit, .and secured it to the Adventure’s capstan, 
and a vigorous fight with small-aiTns was maintained for 
nearly an hour; when the brig’s deck being nearly cleared, 
she struck. The prke was the Slachault, Dunkirk privateer, 
mounting fourteen long 8-pounders, with a crew of 102 men, 
of wdiich she lost forty in lolled and wounded. Cominander 
Bray was deservedly promoted to post rank. 

At daylueak on the 8th of January, the British 2S-guii 
frigate Hussar, Captain John Elliot, cruising off the Lizard, 
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observed a large sliip to leeward, to wbicli chase was imme- 
diately given. The pursuit lasted till 3h. p.m., at which time 
the stranger hove to, and the Hussar having arrived up, an 
engagement commenced, which lastM near two hours ; when 
the enemy having had her main and mizenmasts shot away, 
five guns dismounted, and eight feet water in the hold, 
hauled dovm her colours. The prize was the French privateer 
Tengeance, of St. Malo, and was armed with thirty-two 
12 and 8-pounders, and about twenty swivels. She com- 
menced the action with 319 men, out of which she had 
fifty-t%vo killed, and thirty-seven wounded. The privateer’s 
foremast W’^as so much damaged that it fell next morning. 
The Hussar sustained a loss of six men killed and fifteen 
wounded. The Vengeance was added to the British navy 
under tlie same name. The Hussar captured, shortly after- 
wards, the Heureux, of twenty-two guns and seventy men, 
laden ^riith merchandize. 

On the 28th of February, at daybreak, the Mediterranean 
fleet, commanded by Admiral Henry Osbom, being off Cape 
de Gata, came in sight of four large ships to leeward. From 
their not answering the private signal, the admiral directed 
several ships to go in pursuit. The strangers, on perceiving 
the British fleet, separated, each steering a different course. 
At about 71i. P.M., the 64-gim ship Ilovenge, Captain J ohn 
Storr, having overtaken the ship she was cliasing, com- 
menced action ; and for half an hour continued a close and 
spirited cannonading. The 64-gun ship Berwick, Captain 
B chert H’ughes, having arrived up, and fired a broadside, the 
strangeiv wdiich proved to be the French 64-gun ship Orph6e, 
surrendered. The Orphee, out of a crew of 502 men, had 
tYrenty-one killed and eighty-nine w'ounded. The Bevenge 
suffered more severely, in consequence of the lieavier metal 
of the French ship,- and had thirty-two nxen killed and fifty- 
four woubded ; among the latter were Captain Storr and 
Lieutenant Ijd\yard Mountford. 

The 74-gun ship Swiftsure, Captain Thomas Stanhope, and 
64-gun ships Monmouth and Hampton Court, Captains 
Arthur Gaivliner and Hon. A. J. Heiwey, pm*sued the 
larger sail, which was the 84-gun ship Foudroyant. At 
8h. P.M., the Monmouth having run her consorts out of sight, 
got iij) with the chase and commenced the action. Captain 
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Gardiner Avas among .the earliest Avounded, but his hurt was 
in the arm, and not considered by him to be of consequence 
sufficient to cause liini to go below-. Having succeeded in 
knocking away some of the Foudroyant’a spars, the Mon- 
mouth got close under her starboai’d quarter, and for four 
hours maintained the unequal contest. At 9h. r.M. Captain 
Gardiner wtis mortally wounded in the forehead by a musket- 
ball,^ and the command of the ship devolved on Bieutenant 
Robert Oarket, who continued to fight the ship with the 
most exemplary courage and skiR At a little past nine the 
Monmouth’s mizenmast was shot away, upon which the 
French crew gave three cheers ; but this was soon afterwards 
followed by the Foudroyant’s mizenmast, when the British 
sailors returned the compliment, and shoiHtly afterwards the 
Biitish crew had the gratification to witness the fall of the 
French ship’s maininast. The action continued with un- 
abatec^igour till 12h. 30m. A.M.,_and the Foudroyai^’s fire 
had cMsed. The Swiftsure arriving up, Captain Stanhope 
hailed the French ship to ask if she had struck ; and 
being answered by a volley of musketry and a few guns, the 
Swiftsure opened fire, but before the second broadside, the 
French ship surrendered. M. Du Quesne, the ca|>tain of the 
Foudroyant, presented his sword to Lieutenant Carket, thus 
awarding the honour of capture to the Monmoutb. The 
loss of the Monmouth in this most gallant and meritorious 
action amounted to tiie captain and twenty-seA^tyi killetl, and 
seventy-nine w'ounded, and the Foudroyant had 190 killed 
and wounded. The armament of the Foudroyant consisted • 
of long 42-pounders on the lower deck, and 24-poundei's on 
the maindeck ; while that of the Monmouth Avas only 
2 4» pounders on her lower deck, and 12-pounders on the 
maindeck, so that the comparative broadside Aveight of metal 
stood thus : — 

if'- 

MoNMOUTn, 540 lbs. . Foudiiotant, 1,1. 36 lbs. 

'When the disparity above shown, and the difference in 

* Captfdn Gardiner was flag-captain to Admiral Byng in the action 
off Minorca, in which, it will be remeriibered, the Foudroyiint bore the 
French adinirars Hag ; and it is related that this gallant officer hatl been 
hciard to say, that if ever he fell in with the Foudroyant, in whatever 
he might be, he would attack her at all hazards, though lie should 
perish in the encounter. 
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tonnage and nnmber of men are taken into consideration, 
the above enoominm will scarcely he found unmerited. Captain 
Gardiner was Admiral Byng-s captain in the Eamillies, but 
on the court-martial stated, that the admiral directed every 
movement. Had it been other^ a right to 

suppose that the man wK thus, single-handed, brought to 
action so forinidable an ehwy, w have suffered an 

eager ship^s compiemy to fire their at the air. 

The Foudroyant was for many years the finest ship in the 
British navy. She exceeded the largest British first-rate in 
length by twelve feet, and ifieasured 1,977 tons. Ail her 
guns abrft the mainmast were brass. The Monmouth, in 
the action, expended eighty barrels of i>owder (near four 
tons), 1, 54 round ahotj 540 gra.|>e, and 156 double-headed 
shot. Admiral Osborn was so much pleased with the cap- 
ture of^the Eoudroyant, that he most deservedly promoted 
Lieutenant Carket to the command of that ship. * ^ 

On the 18th of April, the OO^gim ship Brince (Jeorge, 
Captain Beyton, bearing the flag of Eear-Admirfil 

Broderick, on her voyage out to Gibraltar, was accidentally 
buiAt, and out of 745 people, only 260 were saved. 

On the 3rd of March, Admiral 8ir Edward Hawke sailed 
from Spithead, with a sqnadron of «even sail of the line and 
three frigates; destined for the attack of a French squadron 
at the Isle of Aix, which had asscimbled there for the purpose 
of convoying a large fleet . of transports to tlie French 
American colonies. Sir Ed^vard arrived oif the Isle of 
on the 3i’d of April, and next evening discovered the enemUl 
squadron off the Isle of Aix, consisting of oikj ship of seventy- 
four guns, and four 64-gun ships, besides six or seven, frigates, 
and forty transports, liaving on board 3,000 troops. Hawke 
immediately made the signal for a general chaser, and stood 
in-shore ; but, at 5h. p.m. the enemy’s ships were observed to 
have cut, and slipped their cables, and to be running on 
shore.* , There not being suffiedent water to allow the 
squadron to follow, and night coming on, the signal was 
made to anchor. On the morning of the 5th, the French 

* This officer’s post commis.sioii bore date March 12th, 1758. The 
names of the otlior three lientenaiits (as given in a celebrated song pub- 
lished in the Naval Chronicle) were, Stephen Hainmick ({promoted 
Oct. 30, 1701), James Bjiron, and David Winzar, 
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edups were discovered abound, and almost dry, about fotir 
miles distant, many of tbe sliips of Var, and most of the 
merchant ships, on their broadmdes. Attempts were made 
to destroy the shippiiAg, but except iandiiig a party of 
marines on the island, who destroyed some new works 
erected there, the attempts were unattended with any 
great success. The inj my occasioned by driving the ships 
on shore, delayed the Fre nch expedition, and facilitated, the 
i’onquest of Cape Breton. ' 

On the 7th of April, twelve sail of transports, under 
convoy of the Galath6e, of twenty-two guns, and a letter 
of marque, of twenty guns, *were Mien in with, bound to 
Quebec, by the <54* gun ship Essex, Captain John Campbell, 
and Pluto fire-ship, Commander J ames Hume, when on 
their way to join Sir Edward Hawke’s squadron. The 
Galath6e, one transport, and letter of marque, were taken ; 
the latter by the Pluto, after a gallant action, in which the 
Pluto’s commander was killed. Two other vessels of this 
con voy were taken by the Antelope and Speedy. 

On the 29tli of April, an action was fought off Negapatain, 
in the East Indies, between the British ami French squadrons, 
commanded respectively by Vice-Admiral Pocock and the 
Comte d’Ache. The British squadron consisted of the un- 
dermentioned : — - , 


64 

60 

50 

60 


Ships. 

Yarmouth , 

Elizabeth . . . 

Tiger ..... 
'Weymouth . 
Cumberland 
V Salisbury , . . 
( Newcastle , 


J Vice-Admiral George Pocock 

I Captain John Harrison 

I Commodore Charles Stevens 

( Captain Kichard Kempenfelt 

„ Thomas Latham 
,, Nicholas Vincent 

,, William Brereton 

....... ,, John S. Soraeraet 

„ George Legge 

Queenborough, frigate. 


The French squadinn consisted of one ship of seventy-four 
guns, one of sixty guns, one of fifty-eight, two of fifty, two 
of forty-four, and one frigate ; and their loss is i*epoi!*ted to 
have been 162 killed and 360 wounded. The loss sustained 
on board the British ships was as follows : — -Yarmouth, seven 
kiEed, thirty-two wounded; Elizabeth, three killed, eleven 
wounded. Tiger, four kllied, twelve wounded, Weymouth, 
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thrBQ woTOded. Cumberland, seven killed, thirfseen wounded. 
SaHsb\xry, eiglit killed, sixteen wounded.' N'ewcastle, two 
men wounded. The Cuniberland received so much injury in 
the acticui^^ t^^ necessary to reduce her armar- 

ment by ten gunSi The hYen eh squadron 

having been attributed to the conduct of some of the British 
coinmaiiders, Captains Legge, Yincent, and Brereton were 
tried by cGurt-mai-tial, when the former was cashiered, and 
the two latter dismissed their ships. 

An expedition against St. Malo, under the duke of Marl- 
borough and Commodore Howe, sailed on the 1st of June. 
The result of the first attack was the destruction at Solidore 
of one ^32-gun frigate, four ships of twenty guns, one of 
twelve ^guns, two of sixteen guns, and twelve merchant 
ships and sloops, ready for sea, and one 30~gun ship building; 
and at St. Servan, a ship of fifty guns, on the stocks, one of 
thirty-six guns, one of twenty-two, one of eighteen guns, 
and sixty-two merchant ships and small craft, were de- 
stroyed ; together with large storehouses and stacks of 
timber. The damage done was estimated at £800,000. 
The land forces re-embarked at Cancale Bay on the 10th of 
June, and a descent was intended to have been made near 
Cranville, but it was afterwards laid aside, as well as a 
projected landing at Cherbourg. 

Commodore Howe’s fleet returned to Spitliead, and having 
been reinforced by the 60-gun ship Montagu, amounted to 
twenty-five sail of ships of war, principally frigates and 
small vessels, and near 100 sail of transi^orts. llie expedition 
sailed again on the 1st of August, exx)re8sly to attack Cher- 
bourg, and on the 6tli airived off that j)ort. The French 
had meanwhile strengthened their works by throwing up 
batteries, in anticijmtion of the attack. Early in the moni- 
iiig of the 7th the fleet moved to Marais Bay, about two 
leagues to the westward, where the frigates and smaller 
vessels were anchored close to the shore, to cover the landing 
of the troops. These vessels oj)ened so warm a cannonade 
on the enemy’s intrenehinents, that the troops quitted, and 
fled for shelter to an adjoining wood, from whence they were 
also dislodged by the bomb-vessels, which tlirew i)ound balls 
from the mortars. The British troops, therefore, in four 
divisions of boats, conducted by Captains Robert DufiJ 
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Joshua Kowloy, J ervis Maplesdon, and William Pastou, 
elfected a landing in the afternoon ^itji vejy little opposition 
or loss. The piers at the entrance of the ha^>our 
destroyed, all the batteries and magazines demolished, ^ 
upwards of 200 pieces of ordnance brought away or de- 
stroyed. The army re-embarked, having sustained a loss of 
twenty killed and. thirty wounded. 

A third attempt was made at St. Gas, in which the failure 
was lamehtable j but the loas of the British foixses' would have 
been still greater, had it not been for the able superinten- 
dence of their re-embarkation by Commodore Howe, ajid the ^ 
captains utider him; four of whom, — Bowley, Maplesdon, 
Fasten, and John Elphinstone,— were made prisone^. 

On the 29th of May, the British 70-gun ship Dorsetshire, 
Captain Peter Denis, being in company with the Intrepid 
and Achilles, Captains Edward Fratten and Hon. S. Bar- 
rington, was ordered by Captain Fratten to chase a strange 
sail in the south-west quarter. The Achilles was soon after- 
wards ordei’ed to join in the pursuit, as the chase was 
observed to be of force. At 7h. p.m., the Dorsetshire closed 
with the chase and commenced the action, and on the arrival 
of the Achilles, the enemy surrendered. The prize proved 
to be the French 6 4-gUTi ship Baisonnable, commanded by 
the Prince de Mombfison, Chevalier de Rohan. Out of a 
crew of 630 men, with which she commenced the action, the 
Baisonnable had sixty-one killed and one hundred wounded. 
The Dox’setshire had fifteen men killed and twenty wounded. 
The Baisoiinable was added to the navy under the same 
name, but wldch, by some strange jumble, was written Bai- 
sonable. 

On the 25 th of May, a French privateer appeared in Bt. 
Helen’s Road, fired three guns and sent a boat on shore ; but 
their signals remaining unanswercid, the privateei^’s boat 
retui-ned on board. She then stood towards Spithead, iind, 
by way of finesse, Jioisted English colours and saluted the 
admiral ; then stood off again, and fired five guns. This 
conduct creating a suspicion that she was an enemy, the 
admiral ordered a frigate to sHp and go in chase, on observing 
which the jmvateer crowded all sail to get away ; which she 
in all probability Would have effected, had not the 20-gun 
ship Lowestofle, Captain Robert Haldane, coming into Bf% 
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* Helen’s frona the eastward, intercepted her. The privateer 
made no resistaiice, having thrown her guns overboard to 
expedite her escape. 

On the 21st May, intelligence having reached Leith 
roads, where the Briti^ M-gnn ship and 2P-gun 

^p Soiebay, Captains Benjanpn Marlow and Robert Craig, 
were at anchor, that the French 4 4-:gun privateer, Mareschal 
de Belleisle, was cruising off the Frith of Forth, those ships 
immediately departod in pursuit. On the 27th the prlvateei* 
was seen off the Redhead ; and at 8h a.m. the Dolphin com- 
menced the action/ which she continued for an hour aiid a 
half before the Soiebay was near enough to participate mthe 
contest, At noon the privateer, ha\ing exit to pieces the 
rigging and sails of both her antagonists, made sail and 
escaped. The Dolphin had one man killed and fifteen 

. wounded \ and the Soiebay, five killed and tliirteen wounded ; 
among tbe latter was Captain Ci*aig, who received so bad a 
wound in tbe throat, that he was ever afterwards precluded 
by it ffom active service. The privateer was commanded by 
3\i. Thurot, celebrated as well for bis great skill as for polite- 
ness and humanity to his prisoners. According to the state- 
rnent of a masteij of a merchant ship, who wm a prisoner on 
board, the privateer had as many as eighty ofiher crew killed 
and wounded in this action. 

On the 26th of July, during the siege of Louisbourg by 
the Biitish forces under Generals Amherst and Wolfe, the 
following very creditable performance fell to the share of the 
boats of tbe fleet under Admiral Boscawen. Two ships, the 
remnant of the French squadron, the 74-gun ship Prudente, 
and Bienfaisant of sixty- four guns, having severely galled the 
army during the progress of the siege, were ordered to be 
attacked ; and accordingly, two boat.s from every ship, in 
each of which were a lieutenant and midshipman, were 
selected ; the whole formed in two divisions, and placed in 
command of Commander.^ George Balfour and John Laforey. 
At midnight, the whole having previously assembled along- 
side the ships of Sir Charles Hardy’s squaffron, stationed off 
the mouth of the harbour, departed on their mission ; and, 
aided by the foggy darkness of the night, entered the harbour 
xmperceived either from the island battery or ships. The 
boats, after takiiig a circuit of the harbour, arrived within 
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hail of the two ships, when the sehtinels hailed and fired into 
them. Commander liafor^’s diyiMon then the 

Pmdente, and Commander l^lfonr-s for the Bienfaisant ; 
and after ^.ving three hearty cheers, boarded in gallant style. 
In a short time both ships were in possession of the British 
sailors, with very slight loss. The cheers of the seamen soon 
convinced the besieged of the tlnth of what had ocw 
ana immediately a heavy fire of shot, shell, and musketry 
was opened upon the ships from the batteries ; but this did 
not deter the captors from endeavouring tb cariy; off them 
prizes. The Prudente, however, was fast agrouiid, and it 
was therefoi'e found necessarj^ to set her on fire, which was 
accordingly done, her own boats and a schooner being left 
alongside as. a means of escape for the xn isoners. Having 
effected this service, Commander Laforey, with his division 
of boats, proceeded to the Bienfaisant^ which latter ship was 
carded off triumphantly amidst a heavy fire from every gun 
which could be brought to bear upon her. The gallant leaders 
of the enterprise were immediately ])r6moted to post rank. 

On the 2nd of October, the British 28-gim ship Lizard, 
Captain Brodeiick Hartwell, fell in with the French cor- 
vettes, Heroine arid Duke of Hanover, gfl* Brest. After 
engaging for moiri than an hour, the Heroine — ^tlie largest of 
the two — made all sail for the rocks near the opening of the 
passage of Fontenoy, and escaped. Caj>tain Hartwell then 
directed his attention to the Duke of Hanover, which latter 
struck. The prize mounted 14 guns. 

In the month of October, the British 32-gun fiigate 
Southampton, Captain James Gilchrist, capfuroi, after an 
obstinate engagement of three hours’ duratiori, the Dunkirk 
privateer Cauinartin, a new vessel of 280 ton.s, mounting 
sixteen long six-pounders, with a crew of 147 men. The 
Southampton also captured a Bayonne privateer of twenty 
guns and 210 men, which struck without filing a shot. 

On the 2nd of November, the British JO-gun ship Ante- 
lope, Captain Thomas Saumarez, captured off* Lund^^ Island 
the French 64-gun ship BelliquetjXj ffiom Quebec, haying on 
board merchandize and invalid soldiers. The Khinoceros 
French 3G-guH ship, also from Quebec, was captured about 
tlie same time, in a verjv leaky state, by the fiO-gun ship Isis, 
Captain Edward Wheeler. 
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1 759.-~On tlie 2 1 st of Febriiaty, SS-gun frigate V estal, 
Ca|itain Samuel Hood, beloit^ng to the squadron of Bear- 
Admiral Holmes^ boimd to '^orth America, bem^^ a-head of 
the admiral, descried a striuage sail, which he ashed And 
obtained permission to chase. The Bear- Admiral, fearing 
the Vestal might be overpowered, ordered the 28-gim shij) 
Trent, Captain J ohn Linds^^^ to chase also. At 2h. p.m., 
Gaptain Hood closed mth the enemy, and commenced the 
action, and after a running fight of four hours’ duivation, the 
etieliiiy struck. The prize was the French 32''gun frigate 
Bellona, commanded by the Comte de Beauhonnoir, and out 
of a crew of 220, she had forty men killed and a great num- 
ber wounded. The Vestal, owing to the desire of the French 
frigate to disable her masts, had only five men killed and 
twenty^two wounded ; but her sails and rigging were cut to 
pieces, and her topmasts fell over the side shortly after the 
conclusion of the action. The Trent was four miles astern 
when the action ceased. The Bellona was added to the 
British navy under the name of Bepulsd. 

On the 12th of March, the 32-gun frigate Thames, and 
28-gun frigate Coventry, Captains Stephen Colby and Carr 
Scrope, while lying to in a gale of wind, off Scilly, discovered 
at lOh. A.M. two aail on the lee bow. The frigates made sail 
to close with the strangers, which were the French 74- gun 
ship Palmier and a 28-gun frigate. The Thames, about 
noon, commenced firing chase guns at the Palmier, when the 
latter hauled close to the wind, to bring her broadside to 
bear on the Thames, which also hauled up and gfillantly 
exchangeci broadsides with the enemy. The sea w^as running 
so high, that the Palmier could not open her lower-deck 
ports; she, however, pointed her upper -deck guns with such 
precision, that the Thames was obliged to tack amb discon- 
tinue the action, having five feet water in the hold, and her 
magazine floor under water. The Palmier tacked in chase, 
but at^night bore upland continued her course for the French 
coast, 11m Fre^ did not take any active part in 

the action. The Thames and Coventry followed the French 
ships all night, firing signal guns - in hope of drawing the 
attention of British cruisers, and also during the next day. 
On the afternoon of the 13th, Captain Colby, observing that 
the i’almier had struck her foretopmast and foreyard, aceoio 

O 2 



196 BATTLES Of ^ [ 1759 . 

pailied by the Coventry, made sail as soon as it was dark to 
close witb her, and having got tinder her stem, the two 
British frigates raked her with much execution, and con- 
tinued their fire till midnight. Captain Colby persevered in 
keeping sight of the French ships till they entered BrCvSt. 
The Thames sustained no loss in killed, and the Coventry 
one man killed and four wounded. 

On the 15th of March, the British 50-gtin ship Isis, 
and 32-gun frigate -idSolus, Captains Edward Wheeler and 
John Elliott, cmising off the French coast, got sight of 
a fleet of coasting vessels, under convoy of four frigates. 
Three fHgates hauled up to meet the two British ships, when 
the Isis stood for the leewai*dmost, to prevent any of the 
rest from getting in shore, if jjossible. But the frigate the 
Isis steered for — the Savage, of thirty-two guns- — ^bore up, 
and made all sail away without engaging. A second frigate, 
the Blonde, thirty-two, closed with the JEolus, and an action 
of slioii; duration took place between tbe two frigates ; when, 
the British sliip having had all her braces and bowlines shot 
away, her sails were tlii'own all aback, which the Blonde, 
taking advantage of, made all sail away. The jEoIus lost no 
time in reeving new running gear, and soon brought the 
tliird ship to action, which she compelled to surrender, having 
lost thirty men killed. The prize av^is the Mignonne, Frencli 
>ship of war, of twenty g^ins and 143 men. The Blonde 
escaped with some difficulty. 

On the 27th of March, the British 60-gun ship Windsor, 
Captain Samuel Faulkner, cruising off the Bock of lisbon, 
discovered four warlike sail to leeward, and immediately 
bore up for them. As the Windsor closed, the strangers, 
three of which were lirie-of-battle sliij)s, formed a line-of- 
battle a-head. Undaunted by this formidable array, Captain 
Faulkner gallantly closed with the enemy, and brought the 
rear ship to action. The three headmost ships then made 
all sail aAvay from tlicir companion, which, after a short 
engagement, in which she had twenty-eight men killed and 
eighteen wounded, surrendered. ' The prize, which was very 
valuable, w^is tbe French 60-gun ship Duc-de-Chartres, 
armed en Mte, and her ecfnsorts were a 74 and a 54-gtm. 
ship, similarly armed. The fourth was a 26-gun sMp, 
mounting eighteen guns. The Windsor had one man killed 
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and six woimded. The conduct of Captain Faulkner, in 
running domi to engage a squadron to all appearance trebly 
supeiior, cannot be too idgldy lauded ; and its successful 
issue was such as he coxild scarcely haYc anticipated. 

We have next to record another, and the last exploit, of 
that enterjiiising officer, Captain James Gilchrist, of the 
Southampton. On the 28th of March, the Boutharoyiton, 
and 36-gun frigate Melampe, Captain William Hotham, 
cruising in the North Bea, chased two largo ships. The 
Melampe outsailing the Southampton, was the first to get 
into action, and for three-quarters of an hour engaged single- 
lianded the two strangers, which proved to be large class 
French Mgates. The Melampe being much daiiiaged, 
dropped fistern ; but the Southampton passing her, brought 
the stemmost frigate to action, when the other made all sail 
away. After a very warm contest, the Southamptoiis 
opponent,' which was the Frenclt 40-gnn fiigate Danae, 
finding the Melampe to be again apjiroachiitg to renew the 
action, surrendered. Out of a crew of 330 men, the Danao 
lost her first and second captains, and thirty men killed and 
a great many w^ounded. Tlie Mela,my)e sustaine<l a loss 
of eight men killed and twenty woundixi Tlie Southampton 
had one man killed and eight wounded ; but among the 
latter w^s her gallant captain, who received so l)axl a wound 
in the shoulder, from a pound shot, that he was disabled fi*om 
further employment ; and in reward for pjist services, a 
pension of £$00 was settled upon him. llie Danae was 
piircliased into the navy, and under the same name, as a 
38“gun frigate, continued for a long time a most desirable 
sliip. 

On the 4th of Apnl, the British 60 -gun ship Achilles, 
Captain the . Honourable Samuel Barrington, cruising to the 
westward of Cape Finisterre, captured, after an action of 
two hours, the Comte-de-Floreritiiie privateer, of sixty guns 
and 483 men, commanded by the Sieui' de Montay. The 
Florentine was totally dismasted, and had tlie captain and 
116 men killed and wounded; find the Achilles, two men 
killed and twenty-two wounded. The prize was of great 
value, and, being a fine ship, was added to the British navy, 
as a 60-guu ship, by the name of Florentine. 

On the 18th of May, a British squadron, consisting of the 
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^O-gim sliip Clmiham, and frigates Tenns, and TLanies, 
Captains J olm Lockhart, Thomas Harrison, and Stephen 
Colby, being in A ttdierne Bay, chased a strange sail. A fter 
a two hours’ pursuit in a strong hreeze, the chase cjirried 
away her topmasts, and the Thames, having closed with her, 
commenced the action. The enemy made a good defence, 
and did not surrender until the arrival of the Verms, when 
she hauled down her colours. The prize was the French 
32-gun frigate Arethuse, commanded by the Marquis de 
Vaudreuil, and, being a fine new ship, was added to the 
British na\y under the same name. 

The fleet in the Mediterranean, watching M. de la Clue 
in Toulon, consisted of the following : — 


Guiis. Ships. 

i yj- j Admiral Hon. Edward Boscawen (blue) 

I Captain Matthew Buckle 

i Vice-Admiral Tboinas Broderick (blue) 

jj Oaptjim dosepb Peyton 

SO Newark ..... ,, William Holbume 


SO Newark . , 
_ , ( Warspight 
Cullodeti . 


^ ( CoiK-iueror . . . . 

j Swiffesure 

J ISdgar 

I 8fc. Albans . . . , 

( Intrepid 

' America 

) Princestj Louisa 

( Jersey 

I i Guernsey 

( Portland 


„ John Bentley 

„ Smith Callis 

„ Itobert Haiiand 

,, Thomas Stanhope 
„ F. W. Drake 

,, Edward Vernon 

„ Edward Prattem 

„ James liirk 

,, WillJarn Lloyd 

,, John Barker 

Lieut. M. Kearney, acting 
Captfiin Jervis Maplesdou 


Frigates^ — Ambuscade, Jiaiiibow, Shannon, Active, Thetis, Lyme, 


Gibraltar, Glasgow, Sheerness, Tartar’s Prize ; 
Gvamont, sloops ; Altna and Salamander, fire-ships. 


Favourite and 


On the 7th of J une, j)erceiving two E’rench frigates endea- 
vouring to enter Toulon, the fleet stood in to cut them off, 
upon which the fngates bore up for a l)ay, and anchored 
under some heavy batteries. The CuUoden, Conqueror, and 
J ersey, were ordered next day to attack them. Tlie ships had 
scarcely entered the bay when they were becalmed, and, 
drifting under the batteries, became exposed to a heavy fire, 
without the power of making an adequate retum. The ships, 
after some time, were towed by their boats to the stations 
assigned to them by Captain Callis and commenced firing on 
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the batteries— the frigates havijig hauled so close in shore 
that it was impossible to get near them with the liiie-of- 
battle ships, After two hours’ action, the admiral, observing 
that the Oulloden had lost her main-yard and imzen-topmast, 
and that the frigates were l^eyond their reach, ;made the signal 
of recall, and sent the boats of the fleet to tow the Oulloden ofl! 
In this affair the Oulloden sustained a loss of sixteen men 
killed and twenty-six wounded, the Oonqiieror two killed 
and four •wouiided, and the Jersey eight killed and fifteen 
wounded. All these ships were very much cut up in sails 
and lagging. 

The fleet sailed on the 24th of* July for Gibraltar, to refit, 
leaving the 24~gun ship Lyme, Oaj^tain J ames Baker, to 
cniise off Malaga ; and the Gibraltar, Captain Williain 
McOleverty, ofl* Oeuta, to give notice of the approach of tlicj 
French fleet should it leave Toulon. On the 17th of August, 
the latter discovered the enemy close over on the Barbary 
shore, and immediately hastened to cormminicate their force 
to the^ British admiral. The French fleet, when seen by 
Captain McOleverty, was composed of the following, undei 
M. de la Clue — 


Guns. 

SO 

J 


Ships. 

Ocean (flag) 
' Bed on table 
Sonverain 
OtitJiTibre 

Centaur 

.Tem^raire 


Guus. Ships. 

^ Modesto 
Faiitasqne f 
Lion 'j- 
LTritoiif 
I Fiert 
( Oriflainino 


64 


50 


Frigates — Chirifiit^re,F Minerve,f Gracieuse.F 


When the intelligence reached the British fleo^t the ships 
were very unprepared ; but after great exertion they got to 
sea at lOh. I’.m., and at 7h. a.m. on the 18tli gained sight of 
seven sail to the w estward. The Briti.sh ships were much 
separated, the only ships near the admiral being the War- 
s])i.ght, Oulloden, Swiftsurc, Intrepid, America, Portland, and 
Guernseys * Yice- Admiral Broderick, with the remainder of 
the fleet, was ma^y leagues astern. The French admiral, 
wdio in the night had parted from eight shijxs of liis feet, 
deeming the British to be the missing ones, stood towards 

^ llio sliips marked f parted eompany from the admiral on the night 
of the 1.7th 
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them and made private signals ; but finding them unan- 
swered, made all sail to escape. At Dh. Eosca%v^en made the 
signal for a general chase. At this time the sternmost 
British ships, having a fine easterly breeze, were fast closing 
with the admiral. The French meanwhile were becalmed, 
and 'the British fleet, holding the br<x^2e, were, at 
Ih, 30m. PiM. fired at by the sternmost French ships. The 
enemy getting the breeze, the BHtish chasing ships gained 
very little, and it was not until 2h. 30m. that the Culloden, 
the leading ship, was near enough to fire with efiect upon 
the Centaur, the French rear ship. The Culloden was soon 
supported by the America, Portland, Guernsey, andAVar- 
s])ight ; but just as the latter ships commenced firing, the 
Tvind died away, and they were unable to close the enemy. 
At 4h. Admiral Boscawen, in the Namiu*, having shot a-head 
of the other ships of the fleet, brought to aKitioii the Ocean, 
which bore the French adnurars flag, and a well-contested 
action of half an hour’s duration ensued. At the expiration 
of this time the Namur, having liad her niizen-mast ami fore 
and nimn- topsail yards shot away, drop]>ed astern out of the 
action. The French admiral, with all liis sliips except the 
Centaur, which was too much disabled, again crowded all 
sail to got away, but 'was closely prirsiied by the Biitish. 
The Centaur, after a most determined and highly honourable 
resistance, liaviug had her topmasts shot away, and her cap- 
tain and 200 men killed, surrendered. Admiral Boscawen, 
having sliifted his flag to tlie Newark, continued the chase 
all niglit. 

At daylight on the 19th, only four saiF W’ere in sight, tho 
Souverain and Guerri^re having escaped during the night by 
alterijig their course. These four .ships were embayed, and the 
British were not more than three miles astern, and only five 
leagues from Lagos. At 9h. a.m. tho Ocean took the ground 
in tlie midst of the breakers ; but the remaining three ships, 
less daring, anchored c;lo.se in shore. The Ocean’s masts fell 
shortly after her taking the ground, and the America having, 
by the admiral’s orders, anchored very cloSe to her and fired 
a fe w guns, the French colours wore hauled down. She was 
then boarded by a boat from the America, and Captain Comte 
de Came, and her remaining officers and crew (many having 
quitted the ship with M. de la Clue), being brought away, 
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tlie silip, as it was considered imj)ossible to get her off, was 
set on fire and totally destroyed. Tiie Warspight anchored 
near the T6m6raxi^, andj after a short action, compelled her 
to sarrender. The Modeste was captured by Yice- Admiral 
Broderick^s sqnackon; bnt the Eedoatable having followed 
the Ocean’s excample, was also destroyed. ^ 

The loss on board the captured ships wds very severe ; 
among the number was the Breach admiral, whose gallantry 
and perseverance merited a better fate. Having l;>een 
wounded in the leg, he was taken on shore, and died of his 
wound at Lagos. The British loss was as follows: — Namur, 
— ~ Caswell, inidshipman, and thirteen men killed, and Lieut. 
Michael H. .Bascall aiad forty -three wounded; Oulloihui, four 
killed and fifteen wounded; AYarspight, twelve killed and 
forty-two woiinded ; iNewJirk, five wounded ; Swiftsure, five 
killed and tliirly-two wounded ; Conqueror, two killed and 
six wounded ; Intrepid, six killed and ten. wounded ; St. 
Albans, six killed and two wounded ; America, three killed 
and sixteen wounded ; G\iernsey, fourteen wounded ; and 
the Portland, six killed and twelve wounded. Total, fifty- 
seven killed and 198 wounded. 

Admiral Boscawen received, in reward for his services, the 
appointment of Gerieral of Marines, witli a salary of J>2,000 
a.-year, and Captains Bentley and Stanhope were knighted. 
The Centaur, Tem^raire, and IVlodeste, were added to the 
British navy under the same names. 

The British squadron, in the East Indies, under the eom- 
mand of Yice-Admiral George Focock, consisted of tlie 
uiider-meritioned : — 


Gims. 

66 

68 

64 


60 

58 

50 

24 


Ships. 
Yaraioutli . , . 

Grafton 

Elizabeth . . 

'’n.’iger 

SunderlatTid . . 
Weymouth . . 
Cunil>erland 
Newcastle . . 
Salisbury .... 
Queenborough 

Line- 


^ Vice-Aflrniral George Pocock (red) 

’ ‘ I Captain John Harrison 

j Hear- Admiral C’harles Stevens (red) 
■ ■ ( Captain Richard Keinpenfelt 
„ Richard Tiddiinan 

,, William Brereton 

. . „ Hon. James Colville 

,, -Sir AVilliam Baird 
,, John Stukely Somerset 
. . „ Colin Michie 

„ IHgby Dent 

„ Robert Kirk 

of-hattle force, 536 guns. 
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The Frencli s^[uadron was discovered off Ceylon on the 
4th September, and after an anxiptis chase for six days, a 
change of wind favonred the Bidtish, and gave Admiral 
Pocock an opportunity of engaging. The French squadron, 
commanded by the Comte d’Ache, in the Zodiaque, consisted 
of the following 

Guns. Ships. Guns. Ships. 

( Zodiaque (flag) ^ j Vengeur 

74 < Minotaur ( Fortune 

( Comte de Provence i .Due d’Oileans 

70 Centaur 60 j St. Louis 

. ( Illustre ( Due de Bourgoyne 

t Aetif 

Lin e-of battle force, 740 guns. 

Frigates — Sylphide, 36 ; and Diligente, 24 guns. 

At Gb. A.M. on the lOtli, the French squadron, in line 
ahead on the starboard tack, bore' south-east, distant eiglit 
miles, the wind being about north-west, when the British 
fleet bore np in line abreast under easy sail, steering directly 
for the enemy. At lOli. the French squadron wore and^ 
came to the wind upon the larboard tack. The British 
fleet, having arrived within point-blank range of the enemy, 
also hauled to the ’wind on the larboard tack, thus losing the 
opportunity of bringing on a decided action, and giving the 
French the fhll advantage resulting from their heavier metal. 
Tlie Grafton gallantly commeiiced the action by firing on the 
Zodiaque ; but after a few broadsides, relinquished tiiat ship 
to Admiral Pocock, and making sail a-liead, attacked the 
Yengour, until, to avoid the Are of the Grafton, tliat sljip 
bore np out of the line. The Grafton then pushe<l on to the 
supj)ort of the Tiger and Nenvcastle, whicli ships were opposed 
to the St. .Louis and I>uc d’Orleans, and having driven tlie 
St. Louis out of the line, the British rear-admiral fcdlo’vved 
u|) his plan, and, until the conclusion of the action, was 
warmly engjigod with the Orleans and Mmotaur. Admiral 
]'k>cock continued to engage the Zodiaque, while the Illustre 
was op])osed to the 50-guii ship Salisbury. The Salisbury 
beiiig disabled, the Sunderland and Weymouth having got 
into actiem, attacked her late opponent. Such was the nature 
of this action, that the details soiwe only to create confu.sion ; 
and it is suffleient to say, that after a combat of six hours’ 
duration, the French squadron bore up, and quitted the scene 
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of action, leaying the British too much sliattered to follow. 
The Tiger had her mizenmast and fore-topmast shot away, 
and the Yai*inouth a fore46j>sail yard ; and the sails and 
rigging of all were very ninch damaged. The loss in killed 
and 'wounded on bofud the British ships was severe, and 
affords a tolerable proof of the weight of the French ships’ 
shot ; it was as follows:^ — ^Yarmouth, thirty-nine killed and 
wounded, including the master killed ; Grafton, eighty-three ; 
Elizabeth, seventy-seven, including the boatswain, killed ; 
Tiger, 1^8, including Liutenant B. Elliot^ killed, Captain 
Breretont (slightly), and the gunner (mort-ally) wounded ; 
Sunderland, two ; Cuinbcniand, fifty-two, including Captain 
Somerset, wounded; Newcastle had Captain IVUchic, Lieti- 
tenant Bedshaw, and Captain Gore, of tlie marines, killed, 
and 112 men killed and wounded ; and the Salisbury, thirty- 
six killed and wounded J total, 569. The numl.)er killed, 
and who died of their wounds, was 184 ; 122 dangerously, 
and 263 slightly wounded. The French loss was estimated 
at 1,500 killed and wounded ; and had the action been 
fought at close cpiai*tcrs, it is probable there would have re- 
mained to Admiral Pocock one or two trophies of a victory, 
which, as it was, the French sidmiral claim od with about an 
equal right. The olqect of the French admiral 'w to avoid 
an engagement, and relieve Pondicherry, and this he was 
enabled to accomplish. 

The British fleet bockadiiiii: Brest consisted of the 


Guns* Ships. 

100 Itoyal George . . 


00 

74 


90 


74 


Uiiion 

Mars 

Duke 

Nairmr 

j Warspiglxt . . . , 
I Hercules ...... 

J Torbay ........ 

Magnanmio .... 

Ttesolution .... 

Hero ........ 


Admiral Sir Edward Hawke (blue) 
Captain John Oampljell 
j Vice-Admiral Sir Charles IIar<iy (blue) 
( Captain Thomas Evans 
Commodore James Young 
Captiun Thomas Graves 
Matthew Buckle 
Sir John Bentley 
AV illiatii E orte.scue 
Hon. A- K.epj>el 
Lord A^iscount Howe 
Henry Speke 
Hon. G. Edgecumbe 


This is the same offic^ who, as mentioned at p. 191, was dismissed 
ni 4 by court-martial : his conduct on this latter occasion speaks 
volumes in his favour. 
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Guns. Ships, 

f Swiffcsure . . . , 
Dorsetshire . , 
Burford . . . i 
Chichester . , 


70 


64 


1. Temple 
J Revenge 
( Bssex . . 


60 


' Kingston 
Intrepid 
- Montagu 
Dunkirk 
\ Defiance 


Captain Sir Thomas Stanhope 
Peter Denis 
James Gamhier 
Saltren Wm Willett 
Hon. Washtn. Shirley 
John StoiT 
Duoius OTlrien 
Thomas Shirley 
Jervis Maplesdon 
J oshua Rowley 
Ro bert Digby 
Patrick Baird 


Tlie following ships, <fec., being Commodore Duff’s squadron, 
joined a few hours prior to the action 

Giins. Ships. 

; Rochester .... Commodore Robert Duff 

I Portland Captain Harriot A rbuthnot 

Falkland „ F. S. Drake 

[ Chatham ..... ,/ John Lockhart 

Frigates — Minerva, Venus, Vengeance, Coventry, Maidstone, and 
li&pphire — Captains Alex, Hotid, Thomas Harrison, George Nightin- 
gale, Francis Burslem, Dudley Digges, and John Strachan. 


Sir Edward Hawke having been driven by stress of weather 
into Toi'bay, sailed from thence to resume Lis station off 
Brest, on the 14th of November, and on the same day 
Admiral M. de Conilaiis put to sea with the following : — 


Guns. 


Ships. 


Soleil Royal 
I Tonnant 
i Formidable 
Orient 
Iiitrt^pido 
Glorieux 
Thesdo 
Heros 
LMagnifique 
70 Juste 


80 


74 


Gans. 

70 


Ships. 


64 


Superbe 
Dauphin Royal 
f Dragon 
N orthumberland 
Sphynx 
Solitaire 
Brilliant 
Eveill6 
Bizarre 
Inflexible 


Frigates — ^Hebe, Vcstsile, Aigrette, Cal3q)so, and Prince Noir. 


Hawke conjecturing the destination of the French fleet 
to be Quiberon Bay, to attack Commodore Duff’s squadron, 
on being made acquainted with its escape from Brest, pro- 
cee led thithcir under all sail. Having to contend, against a 
strong south-east wffnd, it was the 20tJli before the British 
ships arrived off Belleisle. 
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At 8}i. SOm. A.M., Belleisde, by the reckoning; bearing 
about east by north, the Maidstone made the signal for a 
fleet. The weather was hazy, and big wing a fresh gale from 
the north- West. Hawke made the signal for the line abreast, 
in oi'der to get his ships together. At 9h. 45h:i. the Mag- 
naniine, having been brdei’ed in shore to make the land, and 
ascertain the precise position of the fleet wiiili reference to 
it, signalled an enemy. Boon afterwards the weather clear- 
viixg tip, the French tleet was discovered crowding sail, to get 
away, and Sir Edward ordered the seven line-of-battle sliips 
nearest him to chase. The pursnit soon became general, both 
fleets tuider all the sail the fresh gale then blowing rendered 
it possible to carry. At 2h. 30m. p.m. the Wai'spight and 
Dorsetshii*e, liaving anived up with the French rear, gal- 
lantly commenced the action, but the AYarspight having been 
.driven foul of the Magriauime by tlie ]\ionta.gu, the former 
received so much damage that site fell astern, and wi\& passed 
by many sluj)S. The Magnanime (Lord Howe), Revenge, 
Torbay, Montagu, Resolution, Swiftsure, and Defiaijce, 
ha'^ing also got up with the enemy, the action became 
very animated. Rear-Admiral Verger, in the Formidable, 
sustained thfe fire of the Resolution, "and of a great many 
other ships, for some time ; but baving had 200 men killed, 
struck at 4h. P. m., and was taken possession of by the 
Resolution. 

The Magnanime soon became closedy engaged with the 
Thesce ; but the latter being disabled, dropper! astern, and 
was engaged by the Torbay, while Howe |)u.shr!<l on in search 
of a fresh opponent, which he found in tlie H(3ros. Captain 
de Kersaint, of the Tliesee, imagining from a sbght lull of 
the wind that he could fight his lower-deck guns, unfor- 
tunately tried the hazardous experiment, and commenced 
firing at the Torbay. Captain Kejvpel followed de Kersaint ’s 
example, and naiTowly escaped the same fate. A lieavy 
squall togk the Thesee, and she filled and went down ; and 
out of lier crew of 800 men, only twenty were saved by the 
British boats. The Torbay shipped a great deal of water, 
but by great exeition the ship was preserved. The Superbe 
also overset and sank from the same cause. At oh, the 
Heros having been closely engaged by tbe Magnanime, 
surrendered, and anchored, but the sea ran so high, that it 
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was considered dangerous to lower a boat to take possession 
of her. The night coining on dark and tempestuous^ and 
Hawke having no pilots for the Fi’ench coast, eonsidered it 
prudent to- discontinue die chase, and to anchor the 6eet. 
The lioyal George anchored in fiftecm fathoms, the island of 
Dumet bearing about east, distant three miles. Unfortu- 
nately, the admiral’s signal to anchor was not perfectly 
understood ; and the Resolution drove on shore, and was 
totally wrecked, with the loss of a great many men. 

At daybreak on the 2 1st, the Pieros was discovered aground, 
'and the So I oil Koyal at anchor, dismasted ; the latter also cut 
and ran ashore, on seeing the British, Sir fidward ordered 
the Essex to stand towards her, but unfortunately that ship 
was wecked on the P\iur Bank: her crew, how evw, was 
saved. The two Fiunch ships were set on iire. Seven or 
eight others were observed at anchor, near the Tilaine, but 
it was found impracticable to destroy them ; and the Frencli 
ships, after taking their guns out, crossed the bar of the 
river, and warped into a place of security. 

The British loss, on this occasion, is given in the same 
vague terms of wdiicli we have already complained in Anson’s 
and Sir Edward PTawke’s former actions. Lieiitenant Price, 
of the Magnanime, and fifty seamen and marines Were killed 
in the fleet ; and Captain Baird, of the Defiance, and 250 
wounded. The greatest paii; of this loss mu.st have been 
borne by the ships wdiose names have been prominently 
mentioned. 

1760. — The squadron of M, Tliurot escaped from Dunkirk 
on the 17tli of October, 1759, and at that time his squadron 
was composed of five frigates, on b(?ard of which w^ere 
embarked 1,300 troops. Thurot’.s object w^as a descent upon 
the north coast of Ireland. After a variety of adventures, 
among the most important of which was the taking of Car- 
rickfergus, the Frencli squadron, reduced to three frigates, was 
returning to France ; but inforiixation having reached Captain 
Elliot at iCinsale, that officer at once proceeded in search 
of the French commodore. The British squadron consisted 
of the 32-gun frigate .^olus, Captain John Elliot, and 36- 
gun friga/fces Pallas and Brilliant, Captains Michael Clements 
and Janies Loggie. The ships with M\ Thurot were, the 
44-gun ship Aiarshal-Belleisle, 32-gim frigate Blonde, and 
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20>g^in frigtite Terpsiclxore. These ships, including troops, 
had on board 1,24/5 men. On the 2Sth of Febrnary, at 
4h. A.M., the two squadrons got sight of each othei*, and the 
ohai^ eoininenced. At Oh.>A.M:. the -.dSolus arrived up Tr\ith 
the Marshai-Belleisle, and cohmencod the action, and being 
well supported, it in a shoit time became general. The 
Mai'^hahBelleisle was defended with the utmost bravery by 
her gallant commander ; nor were her coloursi struck uiitil 
the ship was reduced to a sinking state, and her decks 
covered with killed and wounded, amongst whom was M. 
Thurot, who was killed. This ship also had her bowsprit, 
miz56ninast, and maiu-yai‘d shot away, afibrdiiig proof of the 
skill of her antagonists. At lOh. 3()m. all three ships sur- 
rendered. 

Captains Clements and Loggie behaved with the utmost 
gallantry, and their conduct was emulated by all engaged. 
The /Eolus had four men killed and fifteen wounded ; PallaSi, 
one killed and five wounded ; and Brilliant, eleven , wounded. 
The French loss was estimated at 300 killed and wounded. 
The Blonde and Terpsichore were added to the Biitisli navy, 
under the same names. 

Information of the miserable protection provided for the 
convoy of the outward-bound Lisbon trade — consisting of tbe 
Jamaica sloop — having reached the French govermnent, 
the 3 G-gim frigate Malicieuse and 32-gun frigate Opale 
were despatched , to intercept it. The frigates were, how- 
ever, fallen in with by tbe 24-gun shi]) Flainborougli and 
20-guiJ. ship Bideford, Captains Arcliibald Kernieciy and 
Launcelot Skynner. On the af ternoon of the 4th of April, 
the British ships discovered the Frenclr fr igatcs, and notAvith- 
standing the evidently superior force of tlj e enemy, chased 
them. At about 7h. p.m., the enemy, perceiving tljo paltry 
force of the pursuing ships, bore up to close, and commenced 
the action. At 7h. 30m. Captain Skynner was killed. Lieu- 
tenant Knollis gallantly supplied his qdace, until he also fell 
mortally wounded. The master, Thomas Stacey, then took 
the command, and continued to fight the ship with the most 
determined obstinacy. At Oh. the enemy made sail a-head, 
upon which the crews of the British shi]>s repaired tleur 
damaged rigging, and again inside sail aft(n* tlie frigates. The 
action wslh I’cnewed at about lOh., and continued till past llh., 
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wlxeii the frigates again made sail and escaped The British 
were in no condition to follow the enemy, and in a shattered 
state reached Lisbori, where the convoy was found to have 
arrived, having narrowly escaped captm?o-^ the gtins iired 
during the action having been distinctly hoard. The Mam- 
borough lost in this most gallant affair, Xieutenant Thomas 
Price, of the marines, and foim men killed, and ten wounded ; 
the Bideford, Captain Launcelot Skynner and #ght men 
killed, and lieutenant C. Knollis (mortally), and twenty-four 
men wounded. When the comparative force of the comba- 
tants is taken into consideration, the action will appear in a 
still stronger light. 


Flambokough. 

22 long 0 -pounders, 

2 ,, 3-potiiKlers, 

Men, 170, 

Tons, 500, 

Weight of broadside, 1 02 lbs. 


MALICIEltSE. 

26 long 12-poundera, 

10 ,, 6-potinders, 

Men, 350,^ 

Tons, 800, » 

Weight of broadside, 199 lbs. 


Bidefoiid. 

20 long 9 -pounders. 

Men, 150, 

Tons, 470, 

Weight of broadside, 90 lbs. 


Opale. 

26 long 12-pounders, 

6 „ 6-pounders, 

Men, 300, ‘ 

Tons, 700,* 

Weight of broadside, 187 lbs. 


In September, Captain Lucius O’Brien, of the British 
70-gun ship Temjde, having under his orders the 28-gim 
frigate Griffin, Captain Thomas Taylor, received information 
that seven sail of vessels, including three large privateers, 
were at anchor at Grenada, laden with provisions for Mar- 
tinique. The two sliijw having proceeded thither, anchored 
under the batteiies, winch they quickly silenced. The boats, 
under the command of Lieutenant Nathaniel Vincent, then 
put off from tlie ships, boarded and brought out the vessels. 
Among the captures was the Virgin sloop, which had been 
taken in the previous AprD. The Temple had two men 
killed, and Lieutenant Vincent (with the loss of a leg) and 
nineteen men wounded. 

Rear-A dmiral Holmes, who commanded on the Jamaica 
station, having received intelligence that five French frigates 

* SuppoBitiou^. 
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with other vessels were at Cape Francois, getting ready to 
sail for France, despatched tliither the 50-giin ship Hanip- 
shire, Captain Cluirles Norlmry, with the 28-gnn frigate 
Boreas, Captain 8ainuel Uvedale, and 2G-gnn ship Lively, 
Captain the Hon. Frederick Maitland, to criiiso off that ])Ort, 
and endeiivonr to intercept them. On the 17th of October, 
being off Ca[)e Nicholas, the British ships discovered the 
expected squadron, and immediately crowded all sail in chase ; 
but owing to the variableness of the wind, little progress was 
made until towards niglit. The Boreas, ha\’ing outsailed the 
other ships, at midnight arrived up with and engaged the 
French 32-guTi frigate Sirenne, bearing Commodore M.‘Cartie/s 
broad pendant ; but the Bort^fis being disabled in sails and 
lagging, the Birenxie got out of gun-shot. Having repaired 
damages, the Boreas, on the 18th, at 2h. P.M., again got 
alongside of the Sircrme, and alter two hours’ close action, 
compelled her to surrender, with the loss of eighty, out of 
her crew of 280 men, killed and wounded. The Boreas had 
one man killed and one vrounded. 

The remjiiiiing four sldps, ha\nTig taken different courses, 
were pursued by tlio Tlampvsliire and Lively ; and on the 
18th, at daylight, the enemy’s shi|)s were six miles ahead, 
endeavouring to get into Port-au-Paix. By sw^eeping, the 
Lively, at a little before eiglit, brought the stemmosfc ship to 
action, and, after near two hours’ luj-rd fighting, com[>elled 
her to sun-erider, with the loss of a lieutenant and thii'ty- 
seven men killed, and her captain (Talbot), master, boat- 
swain, and twenty-two men wounded. The Hampshire 
pursued the remaining tliree frigates, and, as the breeze 
ffeshened, neared them so fast, that at 3h. 30m. p.m. she got 
between the two lieadinost ships, and opened her fire on the 
Due de Choiseuil ; but the lattei-, having the advantage of 
the wind, escaped into Port au Paix, leaving her companion, 
the Prince Edward, to bo engaged by the Hampshire. The 
Prince Edward, unable to contend with her powerful adver 
sary, ran agiound about two miles from Port au Paix, and 
the ship was set on fire so effectually that she shortly after- 
wards blew up. On the 1 9th, the Hampshire, having the 
Lively and her prize in company, stood into Freshwater 
Bay, to attack the Flcur-de-Lys, the fifth sMp, which had 
^aken refuge there. The French, however, did not wait 
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tlieir aniyal, but took to tlie boats, baving previously set tbe 
ship on fire. Tiius were four out of the five ships accounted 
for. 

During this year the boats of the Trent, Captain John 
Lindsey, and Boreas, imder the command of Lieutenants 
George MiJiar and Patrick Stuart, cut out of Cumberland 
Harbour the French 10-gun ju'ivateer Yainqueur, and 6-gun 
privateer Mackau, after a desperate fight. In the boats of 
tl>e Boreas one man was killed, and five wounded, and her 
))arge sunk by the enemy’s fire ; and in those of the Trent 
three men were killed, one was wounded, and one luissing, 

1761.— On the 4th of Januaiy, the 28-gun Mgate Trent, 
Captain John Lindsey, being ofi‘ Cape Tiberoon, fell in with 
the Bien Aime French merchant frigate of twenty guns and 
( iglity-five men. The Bien Aim6, which was of great value, 
(Continued the action for one hour, and had twenty killed and 
wounded before she struck. The Trent had one man killed, 
and five wounded. 

On the 8th of January, the British 28-gun fngate Unicorn, 
Captain Joseph Hunt, cruising off the French coast, dis- 
<x;)vered, at Sli. a.m., and chased the French 32-gun frigate 
Vestale. The action began at lOh. 30m., and Captain Huiit^ 
was mortally wounded by the third broadside of tlie enemy. 
The command devolved upon Lieuicnant John Symons, who 
continued the action till 12h. 30m., when the Yestalc sur- 
j'endered. M. Boisbertelot, who commanded the Yestale, 
had his leg shot away, and died the next morning ; and a 
gi'eat number of the French crew, Avhich originally amounted 
to 220 men, were killed and wounded. The Unicorn had 
fiV'C men killed, exclusive of her gallant captain, and ten 
wounded. The Yestfde wiis added to the British navy under 
the name of Flora, a Yestal being already in the service. 

’ Alinowt immediately after Captain Hunt was canied down to tlie 
cockpit witli his right thigh dreadliilly Bliattered, . a-nd while tlie surgeon 
juid his assistants were busily employed in attcncling to his case/ one of 
the sailors less dangerously wounded than himself was brought down 
ulaOj when Captain Hunt magnanimously insisted upon the surgeons at 
once attending to the wounded man, saying at the same time that his 
own case vras too desperate to be benefited by surgical skill. Like 
Wolfe, be retained his senses just long enough to be made acquainted 
witli tlie surrender of the enemy, when he expressed his satisfaction, 
and, fainting, breathed his iast. — Oharnock, 
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Lieutenant Symons was deservedly promoted to be a mastea 
and commander. 

- On tbe lOtli tlie Unicom cliased the French frigate Ai 
grette,^ but the latter escaped, in consequence of the damageci 
state of the Unicom ’s sails and rigging. The Aigrette, 
when discovered by the Unicom, was engaging the Seahorse, 
Captain James Smith, which ship, having only twenty guns 
mounted, was' appointed to convey astronomers to Bencoolen, 
and who were at the time on board. The Seahorse was moht 
gallantly defended, and had had eleven men killed and thirty- 
eight wounded when the Unicorn so oppoiliUTiely hove in 
sight, Captain Smith, being obliged to return to England 
to refit his ship, was promoted to the command of the Guern- 
sey 5()-gun ship. 

On the 10th of January, the British 36-guii frigate Venus, 
Captain ''riioinas Harrison, and 3 2 -gun frigate J uno. Captain 
Pliilips To wry, being off Scilly, cliased tlie French 30-guii 
frigate Brune. The Venus taking the lead, arrived up with 
the enemy, and commenced a running action, wdiich lasted 
two hours, when the Juno having also closed, the Brune 
struck. The Venus had five killed, and Captain Harrison, 
the first lieutenant (Thomas Dumaresq), master (Thomas 
Tripp), and fifteen wmunded. The Juno had two men 
wounded. The Brune had nineteen killed and thirty-nine 
wounded. The prize w^as added to the British navy under 
the same name. The second lieutenant of the Venus (Wil- 
liam Abdy) was promoted in the month of May following. 

On tlie 23rd January, the Bi-itisli 32 -gun frigate Bich- 
mond, Captain John ElpLinstone, while off the coast of 
Flanders, received intelligence that a French friga,te had the 
day previously ransomed an English merchant -ship. At 
7h. r.M. on the same day the [Richmond obtained sight of the 
frigate in question, which was the French 32-gun frigate 
Fclicitfj, and which at first stood towards the Bichmond ; but 
discovering her character, endeavouied to eseajie. The tw^o 
ships continued throughout the night under all sail, neither 
gaining much on the other; but at lOh. 30m, a.m. on the 
next day, the Bichmond got alongside the enemy, and com- 
menced the action, both sliips standing in for the land near 

Tliis frigate is hy Chamock, vol. vi, page 340, named the Grande, 
p 2 
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tlie Hague. At a little past noon the two ships pounded 
close alongside each other, still continuing the action with 
unahated vigour, and api3earing to hundreds of spectators: on 
shore to be scarcely conscious of the fact of their being 
agromid. The Eichmond, drawing less water than the F6- 
licitc, was floated off by the rising tide, and diitled some 
short distance from her enemy before her anchor brought 
her up, when the firing recommenced. The French crew 
were shortly afteiwards observed quitting the ship, upon 
which she was boarded and taken possession of. The F^ 
licitti had her captain, M. Bonnel, and nearly a hundred men 
killed and wounded; and the Eichmond three killed and 
thirteen grounded. The Folicit6 was bound to the West 
Indies, a] id had on board a cargo valued at £30,000 ; but the 
ship being hard and fast aground, it was considered necessary 
to destroy her, and she was accordingly burnt. 

On the 23rd January, being off Capo Pinas, the British 
32-guu frigate Minerva, Captain Alexander Hood, discovered 
at daylight a large two-decked ship steering to the westward 
before a fresh easterly breeze. Notwithstanding the enemy’s 
apparent superionty, Captain Hood determined to attack 
her, and at lOh. 20m. got alongside of her to leeward, and 
began the action. At 1 Ih. the stranger’s fore and main-top- 
masts being shot away, she fell tbul of the Minerva’s star* 
board bow, and then dropped alongside. The heavy sea^ 
however, quickly parted the combatants, and just at the 
same time the British ship lost her bowsprit and foremast. 
Notwithstanding these untoward circumstances, Captain 
Hood, having secured the mainmast, put before the wind 
after the enemy, by that time some three leagues to leeward. 
At 4h. p.M., having again got within gun-shot, the action 
was resumed, and continued three-quarters of an hour, when 
the French sliip surrendered. The prize jiroved to be the 
60-gun ship (late British) Warwick, armed en Jlfde, having 
only tliirty-four guns mounted, commanded by M. de Bellair, 
and bad on board 295 men, including seventy-four soldiers, 
of which number fourteen w^ere killed and thirty-two 
Avounded. The Minerva had fourteen men killed and thirty- 
four wounded. At 9h. the Minerva’s mizen-mast fell over 
the side, and her mainmast shoitily afterwards followed, 
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leaving her a complete wreck. Captain Hood, however, 
succeeded in conducting Ms prize to a friendly port. 

On the 31st of January, the British 28-gui£ frigates Sole- 
bay and Amazon, Captains John Dalryinple and Basil Keith, 
chased and drove ashoi*e, under the walls of Calais, the French 
18-gun privateer Ghevrette. The privateer, having hauled 
down her colours, was got off by the exertions of the crews 
of the British riiips, and added to the navy under the name 
of Pomona, 

On the 9th of March, the British 60-gun ship Eippon, 
Captain Edward Jekyl, being off Cadiz, chased the French 
64-gun ship AcMlle and a frigate. At 6h. p.m. the latter 
bore lip for the Rippon, under English colours; but on dis- 
covering the force of the British ship, crow^ded sail to get 
away. The chase lasted all that night and next day ; and 
at 2"h. 30m. p.m. on the 10th, the llippon brought the Aciiille 
to close action; but the frigate, having altered her course, 
got away. The wind being very strong, and a heavy sea 
running (both ships before the wind, and going ten knots), 
the liippdn could with great difliculty light her lower-deck 
guns, and the men were up to their knees in water. The 
foe was slackening on board the Achille, when unfortunately 
one of tlie Rippon’s lower-deck gims burst, killing eight, and 
wounding eight men, a.nd extinguiBhing Ml the liglits. It 
was then found necessary to close all the ports, exce})t of the 
four aftermost guns. Having shot away the Achille’s fore- 
topmast and fore-yard, the Rippon passed ahead of her, and 
hauling lier wind across the French ship’s bow.s, raked her as 
she passed. The Achille then passed under the Rippon’s 
stern; but the confusion was so great on board, that the 
opportunity of raking the British ship was lost. One gun 
only was fired, the shot from which cut away the Rippon’s 
main-topsail sheet. The Rippon then endeavoured to put 
before the wind again after the enemy ; but having had lier 
jib and staysail halyards shot away, as well as the head- 
braces, this was found impracticable until the I'uhning gear 
was replaced. In the mean time a hard squall with heavy 
rain came on, adding to the pitchy darkness of the night, 
during which the enemy was lost sight of ; and when the 
Rippon again got her head in the supposed direction of the 
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Achille, all sail was made; bat at daybreak she was nowhere 
to be seen. The Achille reached the Groyne, and her cap- 
tain published an account of the action, in which he took 
credit for liaving beaten off an English 74-gun ship. 

On the 13th of March, the British 9-ponnder 26-gun 
frigate Vengeance, Captain Gamaliel Nightingale, chased a 
large ship, and at 5h. p.m. commenced engaging. The Ven- 
geance, in less than an hour, was five times set on fire by the 
enemy’s wads, and her sails so much cut, that becoming 
unmapa.geable, the enemy shot ahead. Having repaired 
damages, the Vengeance brought the enemy to action a 
second time, and another fight of an hour’s duration took 
place, when the enemy sheered off and again made sail away. 
Owing to the damages received, it was some time before the 
British ship could wear and follow the enemy; but at length 
she brought the French sliip to action for the third time, 
and, after engaging for another hour and a half, compelled 
her to strike. Tlie prize was the French 4 4 -gun ship Entre- 
ju’eiiant, armed eri Jluts, and having only twenty -two long 
12-pounders and four long 6-])ounders mounted. Her crew, 
when she commenced the action, consisted of 203 men, of 
wdiich number she had five killed and twenty-four wounded. 
The crew of the Vengeance amounted to 200 men, of wdiich 
she had six men killed and twenty-seven wounded— several 
moi-tally, and the rest severely. 

On tile lat of April, the i)0'gim ship Isis, Captain Edwjird 
Wheeler, belonging to the Mediterranean squadron, being 
off Cape Tres-Forca,s, discovered a large ship, whicli was 
immediately chased. At 6h. p.m., the Isis commenced 
action, and a running fight was kept up till lOli. 30m. At 
the beginning of the encounter, Captain Wheeler, together 
with a midshipman and quarter-master, were killed by one 
shot, and the command devolved on Ijieiitenant James Cim- 
ningliam. The stranger, at a little before llh., eviiming a 
disposition to close the Spanish shore, Lieutenant Cunning- 
ham ran the enemy on board, when the stranger surrendered. 
The prize wars the French 50-gun ship Oreflame) valuably 
laden, but had only fourteen 18-poundcrs and twenty-six 
long 12-pounders mounted. Between forty and fifty of her 
crew Avere killed or wounded. The Isis’s loss, independent 
of her captain, was three killed and nine wounded. 
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On the 3rd of April, the French G4~gun ship Bertin, but 
having only tweiAty*-eight guns inouxxted, laden with ord- 
nance and naval stores, was captured by the 74-gtiii sliip 
Hero, Captaiii William Fortescue ; and Teniis ligate, Cap- 
tain Thomas Hairison. The prize was of great value, and 
had on board 24,000 dollars. Being a fine ship, she was 
purchased into the British navy, and named the Belloisle. 

On the 5th of June, the French 64-gim ship St. Ann was 
captured in Donna-Maria Bay, Port-au-Prince, by the West 
India squadron, under Bear-Admiral Hohnes, in the (!^arn- 
bridge. The chasing ships, which compelled the St. Ann to 
surrender, were the 7 4-gim ship Centaur and 50-giiii ship 
Hampshire, Captains Arthur Forrest and Arthur Usher' 
The piize was added to the British navy under the same 
name. 

On the 14th of July, a Bntish squadron, consisting of tJie 
74-guii ship Thimdei'er, Captain Charles Proby ; G 4-gun ship 
Modeste, Honourable Bobei-t Boyle ; 32-gini (iigate Thetis, 
Captain John Moutray ; and 18-guii sloop Favourite, Com- 
mander Philemon Pownoll, was cruivsing oiT Cadiz, in order 
to intercept the Frencdi G 4-gun ship Achille (tlie Kip].)on\^ late 
opponent), and 32-gun ship Buffon, expected to sail from 
that port. Flaving discovered that the French shij>s ha,d 
escaped out of poif, the squadj’on dej)firted in pursuit, and 
on the IGth succeeded in getting siglit of the enemy. At 
Ih. A.M. on the 17th, the Thunderer arrived up with tljc 
Achillc, and commenced a very animated cai:inonad<^, in tin* 
midst of which one of the Tliundorer’s cpiarter-deck guns 
burst, and blew up part of the poop, killing and w oimding 
men, and setting the ship on lire. By great exertion 
the fire was extinginshed, and the chase resumed ; wlien, 
getting close alongside the Achille, t/be Tlmnderer* ran her 
on board, and Lieutenan t Charle.s Leslie, at the head of 1 oO 
men, gallantly sprang on her dock. After an , inelfectual 
resistance, the Achillo surrendered. In this spirited en- 
counter the Thundei er sustained much loss, amounting to 
seventeen inen killed, and Captain Proby (slightly), Imr 
second and third lieutenants, and 110 men wounded, seven- 
teen mortally. Tlie Achille’s loss is not recorded. 

The Thetis overtook the Buffon at 7h. a.m., and engaged 
till the Modeste also got up, when tho French ship struck. 



216 


BATTJbES OF 


The Thetis had none killed or wounded. The Favourite, a 
few days afterwards, caj>tured a Spanish privateer, of twelve 
guns and eighty-five men. 

On the 16th of Augjist, in the evening, the British 74-gun 
ship Bellona, Gaptaari Robert Faulkner, and 66-gun frigate 
Brilliant, Gaptaiii James Loggie, being off Vigo, discoveied 
and stood towards three large ships, evidently of force. The 
strangers, wliich were the Fi*ench 74-gun ^lip Gourageux, 
and 36-gnn frigates Hermione and Malicieuse, believing the 
British to be line-of-battle ships, made sa.il away ,' they were, 
however, kept sight of during the night, and on the following 
inorning, j)erceiviTig the real force of their pursuers, or rather 
taking the Bellona for a 50-gun ship, the French commodore 
nuide the signal for the two frigates to mn down and attack 
the fiigate, while the Couragcux stood towards the Bellona. 
The two frigates having closed the Brilliant, commenced the 
action, and the gallant (japtain Loggie determined, if possible, 
to find so much foi;* his adversaries to do, that the Bellona 
shotild bo able to bend all her energies against the Goura- 
geux. So vigorously were the guns of the Brilliant plied, 
that the frigates received such injury to theii: sails and 
rigging as to be obliged to sheer off to repair damages. The 
Bi;iilia.nt had her master and five men killed and sixteen 
w’^ounded. 

The Bellona and Courageux, having got within musket- 
shot, coiameuced a furious action; and, as the water was 
smooth and only a light air of wind blowdng, the contest 
became one simply of gunnery. Few shots were wasted, 
and, in nine minutes after the commencement of the engage- 
'inent, the Bellona’s mizen-mast was shot away, and her 
standing and running rigging cut to })ieccs. Captain Faulk- 
ner fearing, from his ship’s disabled state, that the Courageux 
might escaj:)e him, gave orders to boaid, and the Bellona, 
liaving word round by means of her studding sails, fell on 
board the Courageux, her larboard beam tfiking the star- 
board qiiai-ter of the enemy. In this position the British 
sliip’s larboard guns w^ere fired with such effect into the stern 
and quarter of the enemy, that in twenty minutes she hauled 
down her colours. While preparations were making to take 
possession, the firing recommenced from the French ship’s 
lower deck. The British crew, exasperated at this proce^- 
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iiig, poured two more broadsid;es into t}ie Courageux, when 
her men called for quarter. The two frigates made all sail 
and escaped. The action lasted from 6h. 25m. till 7h. 4m. P.M., 
when the French ship finally surrendered, during which 
internal the Courageux, out of a crew of 700 men, had 200 
killed and 110 wounded. Among the w'^omided was Captain 
M. Bugue Lambert, mortally.^ The loss of the Beliona 
amounted to six killed and twenty-five woimdecL Tins 
action may be well selected as an instance of the proficiency 
of British seamen in gunnery at this period ; the carnage in 
half an hour is equal to that of any subsequent encounter 
on the ocean. The Courageux proved a 'valuable prize, 
having on board £8,500 in specie. She was taken to Lis- 
bon and refitted, and afterwards added to the Biitish navy 
under the same name. While at Lisbon, the French crew 
were in great distress ; hut, Avith the proverbial liberality 
of British sailors, a subscription was set on foot on boai’d tlie 
Beliona and Brilliant, as well us on shore, which enable^d the 
poor fellows to reach France. The first lieutenant of the 
Beliona, Thomas M'ale, was promoted. 

In August, Lieutenant John. Maebrido, commanding the 
hired armed cutter Grace, stationed ofi* Dunkirk, observing 
that two prames, lately at anchor in the roads, had gone 
into the hai'bour, and that only four flat bottomed boats and 
a dogger privateer rernainod, proposed to Captain Dudley 
Digges, of the Maidstone, if he would allow him four of the 
ship’s boats, to go in and cut out the piiv^ateer. Being 
intrusted with the expedition, Lieutenant Maebrido de- 
parted at lOh. IMI., and wdth muffled oars approached the 
privateer. A.s the boats neared, the privateer liailed, but 
the boats pushed on, and in a feAV niinutes carried her with 
no other injury than two men wouiided. This well-con- 
ducted enterprise was eifected close imder a foi*t, on the east 
side of the harbour. 

Captain Francis Burslem, in the 28-gun frigate Coventry, 
having been despatched by Oommodore Keppel to recon- 
noitre tbe French coast, chased and efrove ashore the Frencli 

* Captain Lambert, or L’Ambert, died at Lisbon on tbe 2ntb, and 
was buried on shore with the honours which his bravery deserved, l>eing 
attended to the gi*ave by the British as well as the remainder of his own 
officers. ‘ 
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14~guii sloop of war Leverette in a small sandy bay, noar 
tbe entrance to Port rOrient. The Coventry, having an- 
chored near the French vessel, compelled her to snirender, 
the crew abandoning her. The prize was got off, having 
sustained veiy little damage. That which adds a degiv.e of 
interest to this little affair was the gferierosity of the captors, 
who gave up the entire proceeds of their prize to the widow 
of Lieutenant Cook, who was droT^med a short time previ- 
ously in Quiberon Bay. 

In the co\irse of the year 17G1, the captures from the 
French numbered 117 privateers and armed merchant ships, 
which mounted 698 guns and 239 swivels, and carrying 
5,5>76 men, exclusive of four Indiamen, whose cargoes were 
valued at £400,000, and other merchant slups. The French 
navy lost six line-of-battle shij)s and eight frigates. In tlie 
course of the same year 800 English merchant ships were 
captured, which arose from the insufficiency of the ships 
sent in charge of convoys, and from the large number of 
privateex’s, w'hich, in pobxt of fact, formed the chief naval 
force of Fi’ance. Only one small vessel of war, the Speed- 
well cutter, captured in Vigo Bay, was lost to the navy in 
tliis year ; and one valuable East-Tiidia ship, the Ajax, com- 
manded by Captain Lindsay, who was killed, was taken by 
the French 6 4 -gun ship Protliee. 

1762. — On the 4tli of January, war was formally declared 
against Spain, apd on the 18th a counter declaration was 
issued by tbe king of Spain. These hostile amiouncements 
were occasioned by a treaty of alliance concluded between 
the courts of Madrid and Versailles. 

On the 31st of January, the British 38-gun frigate Danae, 
Captain Williiim Hay, having thirteen sail of merchant 
ships under convoy, bound to Gibraltai’, fell in with the 
French 26-gun privateer Tigre.^ The French ship hove to 
for the convoy, and, having taken up a position alongside 
the Danae, commenced an action with the yardarms of 
the two sliips touching. The contest lasted nearly three 
hours, by winch time the ships were both in an un- 

* Tlie Tigi*e belonged to the French navy, but was' lent to merchants 
to be iLsed as a privateer, a tolerable proof of the poverty to which the 
war had reduced the French govemmeiifc, which, unable to maintain 
their navy, lent ships to private individuals. 
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manageable state. The Tigress bowsprit, foreyard, and 
fore and main-topinasts were shot away ; and a few more 
broadsides must liaVe dismasted her entirely. The Danae’s 
lower masts and all her spars had snifered so miich, that it 
was impossible for her to make any sail after her enemy ; 
which the latter perceiving, put before the wind and escaped. 
The Danae lost in this engagement no leSvS than eighteen 
men killed, seven mortally, and tliiHy-hve severely wounded. 
The Tigre'fl loss is not recorded. The Danae carried her 
convoy in safety to Gibraltiir. The Tigre also bfiat oif the 
20-gun ship Deal Castle, Captain George Tindal ; but was 
irltimately cajdured by the King George pii vateer, Captain 
Kead, after two ho\irs’ action. On this latter occasion three 
of the Tigre’s guns burst, and killed a great many men ; and 
her loss is stated to have beeii eighty killed and wounded. 
The loss of the King George was three killed, eight mortally, 
and four sliglitly -wounded. 

On the 6th of Febmaiy, the British 18-gun sloop Ferret, 
Commander Peter Clarke, while cruising off Porto Bico, 
captured a small Spanish trading vessel ; the master of 
which, on condition that his own vessel should be restored, 
gave information of a much more valuable vessel, mounting 
twenty-four guns. The Ferret was conducted by the Spanish 
master to the entrance of a small bay in the island of 
Zaccheo, in wliioh the ship was observed at anchor. The 
entrance to the anchorage was intricate and dangerous j and 
it was found necessary to delay the attack until the 10th, 
while tlie boafcs sounded in search of the channel. Having 
found a passage with fifteen feet of water, Ca]jtain Claike de- 
termined to attempt it. The enemy, therefore, had had ample 
time to make preparations for defence, but probably from 
their supposed secure anchorage did not see danger. As the 
Ferret neared the enemy, she became exposed to a very gall- 
ing fire, to which no return could be made. The Ferret 
had hardly got within point-blank range when slie took the 
ground ; but having at length brought her broadside to bear 
upon the enefay, she opened fire, and an action commenced, 
which lasted two hours, when the enemy hauled down her 
coloui’s, and the men took to the boats and quitted her. It 
is supposed that the enemy’s loss was considerable, as much 
blood was upon the decks ; but all the killed and wounded 
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were carried off. The prize, which was very valuable, was 
bound from the Caraccas to Cadiz. Commander Clarke 
was pr<>inoted into the Melampe, his post commission bearing 
date May 5, 1763. ♦ 

On the 7th of March, at 1 Oh. the British 26-gun 
frigate Milford, Captain Robert Man, in lat. 34® 15' N., 
long, 25® 7' W., after a twelve hours’ chase, brought to action 
the French letter-of-mar(jue La Gloire, pierced for twenty 
guns, but having only sixteen long G-potinders and ten 
swivels mounted. In the early pait of the engagotnent 
Captain Man had his right thigh shot awa>y (of which he 
died next morning), and the cominand devolved on Lieu- 
tenant T. Day, who fought the ship with great spmt till 
llh. 30m. p. M., when he also was mortally wounded by 
a mxisket-ball through the hejid.. The second lieutenant, 
Ezekeil Nash, then took the command, and contiimod the 
action till 2h. 30m. of the following nioriiing, at which time 
the Milford’s adv€irsary hauled down her colours. Out of a 
crew of ninety-four men, the Gloire had six men killed and 
eighteen wounded ; and the Milford, exclusive of her captain 
and first lieutenant, two men killed and thirteen wounded. 

On the 14th of March, at fill, 30m. p.m., the British 
24-gun ship Fowey, Captain Joseph Mead, being off Cape 
Tiberoon, fell in with and attacked the Spanish. 12-'pounder 
2fi-gun frigate Ventura. The Bi)anish ship being greatly 
superior in weight of metal and number of men (she having 
on board a (Tew of 300, while the Fowey’s crew, owing to 
the absence of a lieutenant and twenty-four men, did not 
consist of more than 130), was found to be a very formidable 
0}>poncnt, and after an action of one hour and a half, the 
Fo wey had sustained so much damage to her sails and jagging, 
that she was obliged to haul off to repair. The next morn- 
ing Captain Mead, shortly after daylight, again brought the 
Ventura to action. At 8h. 30m. the Bpanish .ship, having 
had forty men killed, and a great number wounded, hauled 
dowm her colours. The difficulty was to take possession of 
the prize, for neither ship had a boat that would swiin, nor 
was there a tackle left to hoist one out. One of the Fowey’s 
boats being at length patched up with a tarpaulin, was with 
difficulty got alongside the Ventura, and sreturned witli some 
of the Spanish officers. The Fowey had ten men killed and 
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twenty-four wounded. Tlie Centura was of great value, 
having on board money to pay the troops at the Havannah. 

On the 3rd of April, the British 28-guh fngate Hussar, 
Captain Bobert Carket, observing four large French priva- 
teers at anchor, imder the gims of Fort Tiberoon, stood in 
to attack them, and succeeded in obliging the crews to 
abandon their vessels and take to the boats. One of the 
privateers, mounting sixteen guns, was burnt, and one of 
tbiirteen guns sunk ; but the other two, of sixteen and 
twelve guns, were brought out. In this affair the Hussar 
had one man killed and twelve woimded ; but the loss of the 
enemy is stated to have been seventeen kille^ and thirty- 
five wounded. The Hussar was shortly afterwards wrecked 
off Hispaniola. 

On the 21st of May, the British 28-gun frigate Active, 
Captain Herbert Sawyer, and 18*gun sloop Favourite, Com- 
mander Philemon Pownoll, cruising off Cadiz, in the hope of 
iiitercepting a rich ship expected from Lima, chased the 
Spard.sh register ship Hermione. Having ai’rivcd up witli 
her, Captain Sawyer hailed the frigate, and informing them 
of the war, requested the Spanish captain to strike. Being 
unprovided for a defence, the demand was submitted to, and 
possession obtained of tlie most valuable prize taken through- 
out the war. The net proceeds of the Hermione’s cargo 
amounted to £519,70o. L*?. 

On the 3rd of November, the 26-gun frigate Terpsichore, 
Captain the Honourable John Buthven, cruising off tiie 
French coa.st, captured, after a short action, the French 
letter-of-marque Marcpiis de Marigny, mounting twenty long 
i^-pounders, with a crew of 148 men, of which she had nine 
killed and eighteen woimded. The Ter])sicLore had her 
boatswain and four men killed, and Ca|)tain Iluthven and 
fifteen men wounded. 

Having a large available force in tlie West Indies on the 
declaratio)! of the war, the British ministry ordered an attack 

* The treasure fiom the Heniiione was lauded at Portsmoutli, tind 
conveyed to London in twenty waggons, decorated with British colours 
over Spanish, and under escort of a party (d sailors. The whole formed 
a grand procession, and entered London on the 12th of August, the day 
on which his royal highness the Prince of Wales (his late majesty King 
George I V,) was horn. 



222 . BAINES OF [1762* 

to be made upon the Spanish possessions, and the Havannah 
was accordingly selected. The army which proceeded on this 
service amounted to little less than 16,000 men, 4,000 of 
whom sailed from England with Gener^ the Earl of Albe- 
marle in the fleet of Admiral Sir George Pooock, on the 0 th 
of March, and eventually reached the Havannahj and effected 
a landing on the 7th of July. The fleet employed at the 
reduction of the Havannah consisted of twenty-two sail of 
the line, four ships of fifty guns, ten frigates, fourteen vessels 
of from twenty-four to fourteen guns, and three mortar 
vessels. So formidable a force the Spaniards -could hot long 
resist; and gn the 12th of August the Havannah and its 
dependencies fell into the hands of the besiegers. In the 
hai'bour were found twelve sail of the line, nine of which 
reached England, the remaining three lia^dng been surih at 
tlie entrance to the harbour by the Spaniards, ^fhe prize- 
money paid to the captors amounted to £736,180. 

The British arms were also victorious in the East* Manilla 
and the poit; of Cavite were attacjked by tlie British sea 
and land forces, under the ordens of Yice-Admiral Samuel 
Cornish and Brigadier-General Draper. The naval force 
consisted of seven sail of the line, one 00-gim ship, a 28-gun 
frigate, and two 20-guri ships, carrying together 4,330 men ; 
but the army, composed partly of Oaflres, Topasses, and 
Lascars, numbered only 2,330. Manilla and the Philippine 
Islands were surrendered on the 6th of October, together 
with a large quantity of ordnance, naval stores, and treasure. 
Maiiilla was saved from plunder upon the promise of a 
ransom of one million sterling, which terms, however, were 
afterwards negatived by the king of Spain, peace having 
occurred in the interim of their negotiation and demand for 
the settlement. 

During the progress of the siege, the -vdce-admiral received 
intelligence that the galleon from Acapulco had arrived in 
the straits, and immediately despatched the 60-gim ship 
Panther, Captain Hyde Parker, and 28-gun frigate Argo, 
Captain Biclmrd Eling. On the 30th of October, after a 
cruise of twenty-six days, the galleon was descried, and the 
Argo was the first to arrive up with the chase, but so well 
was the Spanish ship defended, tliat the Argo was obliged to 
discontinue the action in order to repair d^iages. On the 
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31st, in the morning, tlie Pantlier ovei*took the galleon, which, 
after a diisfcant cannonading of two honi\s, surrendered. The 
galleon, although pierced for sixty guns, had only thirteen 
mounted when captured ; and when first engaged by the 
Argo had only six guns in xise, but her sides were so thick as 
to have been almost impervious to the shot of the British 
ships, which accounts for the timb occupied in effecting the 
capture. She was manned with a crew of 800 soldiers 
and sailors, and her freight registered and unregistered (or 
smuggled), was computed at two millions of dollars. 

The j;)reliminaries for a peace with France and Spain were 
signed at Fontainebleau on the 3rd of November. 

Haying now brought this cehibrated war to its conclusion, 
it remains only to sum up, in as few words as possible, the 
results ; and the following table will exhibit the loss of the 
French, Spanish, and British navies respectively : — 
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72 

30 

11 

French ^ 1 by the British 

( j by accident . . 

Total loss 



1 
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li) 

24 

13 

15 

11 

113 








1 

2 

2 

15 

8 

Spanish |d4troyed 

Total loss 
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\'^ 


1 

i 2 

1 


18 

( captured 



1! i ' 



1 

1 

’4 

3 

.*4' 

3 

2 

5 

,7 

'7 

12 

2 

36 

Igs.:: 

Total loss 

'i 


1: 2! 3: 6 

1 i : 

1 


1 

11' 

5 

B 

4 

10|l4 

1 

50 



Spain pmd dearly for the ten months’ war. She lost the 
Havaniiah, with a great part of the island of Cuba, and a 
large squadron of ships of war ; the Philippine Islands, with 
a great many merchant vessels; the Manilla galleon, and 
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tlie Hermione. This nation had, at the concinsdon of the 
war, neither fleets, cruisers, nor pi'ivateers, sufficient, to give 
any great annoyance to the British commerce ; and almost 
any terms might at that time have been extorted from her. 
France, also, was reduced to a low ebb ; without a fleet 
which could question British supremacy, she was compelled 
to trust only for her oflfensive operations to frigates and 
privateers. These, for a time, infficted much injuiy upon 
British traders, but towards the end of the war the coasts 
were nearly freed from their deprodationa ; and the mer- 
chants who fitted them out tired of such unprofitable specu- 
lations. 

Notwithstanding that England at this time possessed a 
most powerful fleet, ^ and comparatively undiminished re- 
sources, she wa*s contented to accept terms smted more to a 
nation overwhelmed by difficulties, and anxious for peace 
upon any conditions. (‘)ur gains, and what was relinquished, 
are thus summed up by Beatson : — By this famous treaty of 
peace, we gained in .America the whole province of Canada, 
with the islands of St. John and Cape Breton, and all that 


Botal Navy at the 
Conclusion of tihc 
Seven Ysabs’ Wak. 

1 SHIPS OF GUNS. 

TOTAL, 

100 

90 

84 

* 

80 


ro 

66 

to 

64 

60 

50 

44 

to 

40 

Fri- 

gates 

« -iS 

6 

in 

1 

36 

32 

to 

28 

In commission 

2 

9 

2 

4 

24 

9 

21 

24 

i8;i2 

7 

47 

26 

81 

286 

In ordinary 

1 3 

1 6 


2 

13 

6 

1 

12 

10 


9 


10 

8 

8 

93 

Total 

5 

Il5 

2 

6 

37 

Il6 

i 

34 

24 21 

■ 

7 

57 

34 

89 

379 


The number of seamen voted by Parliament in each year, for 1760, 
61, and 62, was 70,000 ; but notwithstanding bo groat a number, it will 
be obvious that it was insufficient wholly to man the fleet above stated 
to have been in commission. The full complements of men for the above 
would have l)een about 85,000. 

* All 80>gun ships were at this time tliree-deokera, but no more were 
built after 1759 ; the building of 70 and 60-gun ships was also discon- 
tinned at about the .same time. The first English 80-gun sliip on xwo 
deedvs was the Cse’sar, launched in 1793. 
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part of lioxdsiana whicli lies on the east of the river Missis- 
sippi (the town of Kew , Orleans excepte^, and the free 
navigation of the river Mississippi The French were per- 
mitted to fish on the hanks of Newfoundland, under certain 
limitations. The islands St. Pierre and Miguelon were 
ceded to them for curing their fish and conducting their 
fishery ; but they were not to erect any foitifications there, 
nor keep a gariison stronger than fifty men. Spain to 
relinqui^ her claim to fish on the banks of Newfoundland. 
Great l^tain to be permitted to cut logwood and build 
houses in the Bay of Honduras, but not to erect fortifications, 
and to demolish those already erected. Spain to restore any 
places she may have conquered in Poitugal, and to cede to 
Great Britain the province of Florida, in consideration of 
wMch, Great Biitain was to restore the Havannah and its 
dependencies to Spain. Martinico, Guadaloupe, Marigalante, 
to be restored to France, together with the neutral island of 
vSt. Lucia. Great Britain to retain the Grenadas and Gre- 
nadinei^, with the neutral islands of Dominica, St. Vincent, 
and Tobago. In Europe, the island of Minorca to be re- 
stored to Great Britain, and of Belleisle to France. The 
fortifications of Dunkirk to be demolished. In AMca, Great 
Britain to retain Senegal, and restore Goree to France. In 
Asia, all our conquests made from France to be restored, but 
with the restriction that she was not to erect fortifications 
in the province of Bengal,” 


VOL. I. 


Q 
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1763 — 1783 . 

The preliminary treaty of peace signed at Fontainebleati, 
in the month of November, 1762, was confirmed in February, 
1763, and from this time till the disturbances in the British 
colonies of North America, which in the y ea.r 1775 burst out 
into open rebellion, England enjoyed the blessings of peace. 

The Noi*th American colonists having resisted certain 
revenue laws imposed by the British government, orders 
w'ere given to the cruisers on the station to assist the autho- 
rities, and suj)press illegal trafiOLc. At Bhode Island, the 
Gaape, a schooner of 102 tons, carrying four or six 3 -pounders, 
commanded by Lieutenant William Dudingstoiie, was 
stationed ; and the commander having rendered himself 
obnoxious to smugglers by his diligence, was among the first 
to be attacked by some of tlie rebellious colonists. On the 
night of the 10th June, 1772, the Gaspe having grounded 
wliiic chasing a supposed smuggling vessel in the river lead- 
ing to New Providence, was suirounded in the night by a 
number of boats filled with armed men. The attack, though 
unexpected, was gallantly resisted; but the crew were at length 
overpowered. Lieutenant Dudingstone had his l ight hand 
nc*arly sex^ered from the wiist by a sal)re-cut, and was also 
wounded dangerously in the thigh by a musket-balL Several 
of the Gaspe’s crew, originally but twenty-seven, were 
wounded. The lieutenant ^ and his crew' were then put into 
Ixiats to make their way to the shore, while the victors set 
tlie Gas|)e on fii-e, and destroyed her. 

1775. — On the 23rd of Novembei', a small fleet of trans- 
ports, under convoy (»f the Tartar fiigato, arrived off Boston, 
and, with the exception of two, safely entered the port. The 
ship Hunter and a brig, owing to a shift of wind, were 
obliged to anchor outside the harbour ; which being observed 
by two AmeriQan [irivateers that had been ibllowhig the 

' Lieut. Budingstone was tried by court-martial on board the Cen- 
taur, in Portsmouth ITarhour on 15th Oct. 1772>f<->r loss of his vessel, 
and lionourahl}’ .acquitted, lie was iramediatoly afterwards promoted, 
and ultimately attained the rank of a rear-admirai. 
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convoy, they, in the most daring manner^ attacked and 
boarded them, setting one on fire. A signal was imme- 
diately made for the Sayen to weigh and go in chase ; but 
Xientenant John Bourm^ter, who had been appointed to 
protect the Boston lighthouse, then under repair, and who 
was in command of an armed transport, on observing the 
privateers fire uix)n the Htinter, slipped, and reached the 
transportKS in time to retake both, and to save the one which 
had been fired from destruction. When Lord Howe assumed 
the command on the station, Lieiitenant Bounnaster was 
promoted^ and appointed to command a king’vS ship. 

1776.— Proclamations, tantamount to a declaration of war, 
having been issued by the British government, instructions 
were given by Vice-Admiral Graves, the commander-m-chief 
on the station, to attack all places in opposition. Carrying 
out his orders, the vice-admiral directed the equipment of a 
small sqtiadron, or flotilla, the command of wliich was con- 
ferred on Lieutenant Heniy Mowat. 

The following composed the squadron: — Armed 6 -gun 
ship Canceaux, 6-gun schooner Halifax, and 6-gun armed sloop 
Spitfire ; to which was added the armed transport Symmetiy, 
mounting eighteen light guns. Lieutenant Mowat’s instruc- 
tions were tempered with moderation. He was directed to 
confine his 02 :>eration.s to certain enumerated towns, which had 
rendered themselves consjncuous by open acts of hostility. 

On the 17 th of Octol)er, the squadron ar’rivedai Falrnoutli. 
and anchored close to the town. Lieutenant Mowat then 
sent an officer on shore with a letter, informing the au- 
thorities that he would allow two hours for the inhabitants 
to remove themselves and families from the town, which he 
was ordered to burn. On the receipt of this message, de- 
puties were sent off to negotiate ; and Lieutenant Mowat 
agreed to suspend hostilities till he could communicate with 
the commander-in-chief) upon condition that they would .send 
him four carriage-guns, deliver ui> their simdl-arms and 
ammunition, and give four hostages. These terms being 
finally rejected, Lieutenant Mowat, at half-past 9h. a,m. on 
the following day, o 2 )eiicd lire, and threw carcasses into the 
town, by which it was quickly burnt. While the negotiation 
pended, the inhabitorts renioved their most vahiable e fleets 
but the princij)al part of the town was completely destroyed 
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The loss was a serious one to tlie Americans, as the store- 
houses burnt contained protisdGns ahd ammunitibn intended 
for the use of the army l^fore Boston, The coast being 
by this time alarmed, lieutenant Mowat returned to Boston 
on the 2nd November for the admiral’s further instructions.^ 

On the 5th of December, the 24-guU. ship Fowey, Cap- 
tain George Montagu, being off Cape Ann, chased the 
American brig Washington, of ten guns (6 and 4-pbunders) 
and ten swivels, which she captured after a long chase. The 
Washington was commissioned by Congress, and had a crew 
of seventy-four men, commanded by Sion Martingale. 

A resolution of Congress, passed on the 13th October, 
1775, appointed a committee to fit out two fast vessels ; and 
on the 30th of the same month further powers were granted. 
Ill consequence of these resolutions, the Alfred and Columbus 
were purchased. The Alfred is supposed to have been armed 
with twenty long 9 -pounders on her main-deck, and from 
two to ten guns on the quarter-deck and forecastle. The 
Columbus mounted eighteen long 9-pounders. Commodore 
Ezekiel Hopkins was appointed commander-in-chief of the 
na’v'y, and to hoist his broad pendant in the Alfred. Of this 
ship John Paul Jones was appointed first-lieutenant, and he 
has claimed to have first hoisted the flag of America.'-^ 

* This expedition was for a long time the theme of animadversion in 
Americji, and Cooper stignuvtizes it as a ruthless proceeding f * but it is 
difficult to discover in this particular act any great cause of complaint. 
FltJtshing had rendered itself obnoxious ; and tlie proceedings of Lieute- 
nant Mowat, so far from being ‘‘ruthless,” were marked by humanity, 
U7itil he foimd that by a further extension of that virtue he would be 
neglecting the orders he had received. From some unexplained cause, 
unless it may be attributed to the animadversions above noticed, Lieu- 
tenant Mowat’s services were overlooked for a considerable period ; for 
we find his name on the list of lieutenants in 1781 , his seniority in that 
ratik being ‘22ml Jaimai’y, 1759 ; but on the 26th October, 1782 , he was 
|)ir»nioted to the rank of post captain. 

^ M l”, Ooo])er, vol. i. p. 88, says : “ Tliis event could not have occurred 
previously to the vote appointing a commander-in-chief (December 22, 
1775), as we are expressly told that the flag was shown when that officer 
repaired on board his ship. What that ensign was is not now cer- 
tainly known, but it is thought to have been a device representing a pine- 
tree with a rattlesnake about to strike, wiled at its root, with the motto 
‘ Don’t trea,(i on me/ It is certain that such a flag used at the 
commencement of the revolution, and on board some of the vessels of 
war, though whether this was the flag worn by the Alfred is not quite 



THE BEITISH ISXVY, 




gress having received infonnatioii of the defenceless state of 
the island of Providence, despatched a sqmdron thither, con- 
sisting of the foUo wing ships 

GurUi^ ShipBr 

24 Alfred... 

20 Columbus 
■ Andrea Doria ... , ,, Nicholae Biddle 

(Cabot „ John B. Hopkins 

12 Providence „ — Hazard 

Schooners — Hornet, 10, Wasp, 8 ; and despatch vessel. 

The object of the expedition was to obtain possession of 
the magazine on that island ; but the Goveinor, having 
received intimation of the visit, caused the chief part of 
the gunpowder to be removed the day before the squadron 
made its appearance. The island being without a garrison, 
and incapable of making any defence, surrendered on the 
first summons,^ and the Americans obtjuned possession of a 
store of cannon and mortars, but only fifteen barrels of 
powder. Having shipped these, and made the Governor 
prisoner, the squadron sailed for New London. On the 4th 
April, the squadron captured a tender of six guns, and on 
the 5th the Bolton, 12-gim brig, commanded by Lieutenant 
Edward Sneyd. 

On the 6th of April, being off Block Island, Commodore 
Hopkins fell in with the British 20-gun ship Glasgow, Cap- 
tain Tyringham Howe. At 2h. a.m. the Cabot, a large biig, 
approached, and was hailed by the Glasgow, shoidly after 


I Commodore Ezekiel Hopkins 
I Captain Dudley Saltonstall 
Abraham Whipple 


so clear. It was not until June 14th, 1777, that Congress fonnall> 
adopted the present mitional colours.” Dr, Beatson conveys a different 
idea of the early American colours, ho says ; *^The king^s speech to both 
houses at the opening of this session of parliament, and the account of the 
fate of the petition of the continental Congress, excited in America great 
rage and indignation. The speech was publicly burnt in the rebel camj) 
before Boston ; and the Congress, to sliow their displeasure, ordered their 
national colours to he changed from a plain red ground^ which they had 
hitherto med, to a flag with thirteen stripes.” — Naval and MU. Memoirs, 
vol. iv. p. 129. ' 

* Mr. Cooper, in his Naval History, vol. i. p. 90, si\ys : *‘The duty 
(making the descent) was handsomely performed, and Captain Nichols, 
senior marine oflicer, got complete possession of the forts and entire coiii- 
matid of the place in the course of the afternoon and of the following 
morning, after a very insignifeant resistance 
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wliicli a grenade was thj:‘own from the brig’s top into the 
Glasgow. The latter immediately opened fire ; but Imving re^ 
eeived much damagej and her captain being severely wounded, 
master killed, and ^veral injured, the brig made sail ahead. 
A large ship with a top light, supposed to have been the 
Alfred, then ranged up on the starboard beam of the Glasgow, 
and closely engaged ; while the Providence ; and Andrea 
Doria bore up under her stern, and took up positions— the 
one on the larboard bow, and the other on the larboard 
quarter. After a smart connonading for one liouiv the 
Alfred’s wheebrope was shot away, and the ship flew up in 
the wind, enabling the Glasgow to jx^ur in a severe raking 
fire. At about 4h. a.m. the American vessels had dropped 
oil the quarters of the Glasgow, and the brig wsib lying across 
her stern, firing occasionally. Captain Howe then gave 
orders to bear up for Rhode Island, and, at the same time, ran 
out two stem chase-guns, from which a luisk 'fii‘e main- 
tained until daybreak, at which time the real force of the 
(meiny was discovered. Commodore Ho|)kins, aj>prehensive 
that the firing would liriiig tlie Newport squadron out against 
him, and seeing little chance of overtaking the Glasgow, 
made a signal for his vessels to haul by the wind. Thus 
terinmate(i tliis unequal contest ; and after making every due 
allowance for the caution of Commodore Hopkins, which, 
circumstanced as he was, he w'as perfectly justified in using, 
it is clear that the Glasgovr was ably handled and gallantly 
fought, and that very great credit was due to Ca|)tain Howe 
fox' his conduct on the occasion. The Glasgow was a ship 
of only 451 tons — inferior in size to either the Alfred or 
Columbus— and her armament consisted of twenty long 
Jj-pounders on the main-deck. Th(3 casualties on board the 
Glasgow amounted to one man kUled and three wounded— 
all by small-arms ; while the Alfred and Cabot had twenty- 
three mcm killed and wounded between them. The action 
was made the subject of an American court-martial u])on 
Captains Whipple and Hazard, the former of whom was 
ac(][uitted, and the latter cashiered. Commodore Hopkins 
never regained favour with the Congress, and in the following 
January was formally dismissed the service. 

The Americans, probably with the view to diverting 
the attention of the British, invested Quebec. Very gai- 
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lantly did tiiey fight, atteiQjpt to carry the city by assault, 
and endure fatigue and privation during the winter of 
1775-6 ; and most nobly, also, did the British ganison per- 
severe in their defence amidst inany sufierings. The month 
of May brought the latter relief, a squadron, commanded by 
Captain Charles Douglas, having arrived from England con- 
taining lai'ge reinforcements. Attempts to burn the town 
wei*e made during the siege by means of red-hot shot ; and 
a fire-ship was sent into the cut de sac for tfie purpose of 
burning the shipping and lower town. The arrival of the 
squadron was the signal for the Americans to decamp ; and 
General Carleton Considered the moment a favourable one 
for maMng a sortie. A few shot only were exchanged on 
the occasion, and, on the British pressing forward, the enemy 
fled with precipitation, abandoning tlieir artillery and 
military stores. Captain Douglas immediately ordered the 
Surprise, Captain John Linzee, and Maitin to proceed up 
the river as fixr as the rapids of Kichelicu, to harass tlie 
enemy in their flight. This measure prevented the American 
forces on the opposite bank of the river from joining in the 
retreat towards Mioiitreal. General Carleton oflicially ac- 
knowledged the services of the navy, and |)articularly men- 
tioned Captain John Hamilton, of tlxe Lizard, who ‘‘ com- 
manded the battalion of seamen ; and also the masters, 
inferior officers, and seamen belonging to the tianspoi’ts and 
merchant ships.” The Americans having previously obtained 
possession of Montreal, the. retreating army proceeded 
thither j but from which they were soon driven by the 
advance of tlie British. The stmggle now removed to the 
lakes, upon which the Americans held the ascendancy. 
Several vessels had beoii sent in frame fi*om England in the 
squadron under Captaiji Douglas, and a party of (iOO seamen 
from the ships of war and transports was foi'thwitli sent 
off to Lake Champlain, to assist in building and equipping 
them. In twenty- eight days the Inflexible was ymt together 
at St. John’s, and armed with eighteen long 1 2-])ounders. 
The Inflexible was the largest vessel that had, at that time, 
been seen on the lakes. In six weeks a fleet of thirty vessels 
of WiH- was built or put together ; and a gondola, and a largt^ 
number of flat-bottomed boats and bateaux, Avere trans- 
ported over land, and dragged up the rapids of Thei'esa and 
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Bt. John’s. Captaiii Douglas, who superintended this service, 
spoke in high terms of the zeal which had conquered the 
diffi^culty of this operation. The Lake squadron having keen 
got ready for sea, the command was ^ven to Oaptain Thomas 
Pringle, with the title of comhiodoi'e, who hoisted his pen- 
dant on board the 14-gun schooner Mari^ and proceeded 
from its station at lie aux Koix in search of the enemy. On 
the 11th Octobe/, the British squadron ca^e in sight of the 
Ameiicahs at anchor under the island of Talcour ; and 
formed in a line extending from the island to the west side 
of the continent. The British flotilla was composed of the 
following vessels : — 


Rig. Name. Guns. 

Schooner Maria. 14 

18 
12 
6 
6 

2 howitzers 

7 

Twenty gun-boats, each having from 24 to 9 -pounders, and some with 
howitzers ; four long-boats, with each a carriage-gun ; twenty-four 
l^oats with provisions. 


Ship Inflexiiilc . . 

Schooner . . Carleton . , 

Badeau*. . . . Thunderer. . 

Gondola . . Loyal Convert 


Pounders. Commander. 

. j Conimodoro Pringle 
^ ( Lieut. John Starke 
John Schanks 
J. R. Bacres 

Wm. Scott 

E, Longcroft 


12 

6 

24 

12 


The American flotilla consisted of — 


Rjg. 

Name. 

Guns, 

Fourniers. 

Commander. 

Schooner 

. Iloyal Savage 

. 12 


. . C and 4 

— Wynkoop 

Do. 

. En fceipriae , . 

. 12 


. . <> and 4 

— Bixoii 

Do. 

. Revenge .... 

. 10 


. . 6 and 4 

Laman 

Do. 

. Liberty .... 

. 10 


.. 4 

— Plumer 

Sloop . . 

. 

. 10 








.. 9 


Cutter . . . 

.Lee 

. 4 

1 

. , 12 





2 

.. d 





'2 

.. 18 


Galley , . . 

. Congress 

. 10 ^ 


.. 12 




1 

' 6 

.. 12 




( 

' 1 

.. 18 


Bo. . . 

. Washington . . , 

. 10^ 

u 

|2 

.. 12 
.. 9 





6 

.. 6 


Bo. . . 

Trumbull 

. 10 


the mine 



Eight gondolas, ea<di carrying on 18-pounder in the bow and two long 
9-pounders as broadside guns, and some with four broadside guns. 
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The wiiid being iirifavourabi© for the larger vessels, the 
gun-boats only could be brought into operation. Ijieutenant 
Dacres, in the Carieton, at length got up to their assistance, 
and ibr several hours this pcattion of the sqxiadron sustained 
a very heavy cannonading. It appearing to the commodore 
impracticable to bring any more of tbe flotilla into action, he 
made the sigjial of recall, and came to anchor in the best 
position to prevent the retreat of the eiiemy. But during 
the ensuing liight the flotilla passed tlie British scpiadron 
unpercteived, and at daybreak on the 12th had got a con- 
siderable distance up the lake. The day was therefore em- 
ployed in pursuit j and on the morning of the 13th the 
flotilla, consisting of eleven sail, was got sight of making in 
for Gi’own Point. After an anxious chase of seven houi’s, 
the Maria, having outstripped the Carieton and Inflexible, 
got within range of the Ameiicans. It was then noon ; and 
although the smaller vessels of the squadron were a long 
distance astern, the Maria commenced the action with great 
vigour. The cannonading had lasted two hours, when the 
Congress galley (on board which was General A mold) and 
five gondolas ran ashore. The Washington, with Brigadier- 
General Waterton (or Waterbuiy^) on board, hauled down 
lier colours, and was taken possession of ; but the remainder 
leached CroAvii Point, and got in .safety to Ticondcrago. The 
Congress and the five gondolas w^ere set on fire, and they 
blew up before tlie British could get near enough to board 
them. In the action of the 11th, the Eoyal Savage 12 -gun 
schooner received so much damage, that it wtis found neces- 
sary to destroy her, and one of their gondolas was sunk. 
Their loss during the day is stated by the Americans at 
sixty. On the 12th, another gondola was cjaptured. The 
destruction of the American flotilla, therefore, w^as almost 
complete, and their loss in men very considerable. 
teriant Dacres was made the bearer of the despatches to 
England, and consequently promoted. General Cai'leton 
was made a K.B. ; Captains John Hamilton and Charles 
lloiiglas created baronets ; and Captains Mackenzie and 
Pringle immediately posted. The crews of the Isis and 
B(piadron engaged on this service, and who had greatly 

* Cooler's History of the Naw nf the TT. S. vol. j. p. 139. 
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exerted tliemselvea in forcing the ships through oppodng 
fields of ice, were granted doiihle pay from the time of 
their leading England to the raising the siege of Quebec. 

177 7 .—The army, unable any longer to retain possession, of 
Boston, evacuated that place on the 17th March ; and it being 
desirable to secure some other position on the American coast, 
it was determined to make an attempt upon Charlestown, in 
Soutlx Carolina. Information of this intention had, howeTer, 
been permitted to reach the Americans, and preparatiois 
were accordingly made by them to frustrate the design. A 
small squadron having arrived from England, under the 
command of Commodore Sir Peter Parker, in the 50-gun 
ship Bristol, measures were taken to cany the plan into 
effect ; and on the 4 th June the squadron anchored off 
Charlestown. Here it w'as found necessary to take the guns 
out of the largest ships, in order to admit of their crossing 
the bar ; and this circum.stancc, added to the necessity of 
sounding over the bar, and lajdng down buoys, occasioned 
serious delay. It was not until the 7th that the frigates of 
the squadron got over the bar, and anchored in Pive-fathom 
Hole ; the Bristol did not get over till the 10th. On 
the 9th, General Clinton landed on Long Island with 
about 500 men, and by the 15th all the troops were 
disembai'ked, when measures were projected for a conjoint 
attack upon the fortress of Sullivan’s Island by the squadron 
and land forces. This fortress is stated by Cooper to have 
been built of Palmetto logs, mounted with twenty-six 
guns (18 and 2 6 -pounders), and garrisoned by about 400 
men, of whom 300 were regulars. Colonel Moultrie com- 
manded in the fort ; but Major-General Lee was in the 
vicinity with an army. It was intended that the British 
troops should ford the river at low tide, at a point where 
there was usually not more than eighteen inches water ; but 
o^ving to a succession of easterly winds, the water had been 
so forced up the passage, as to render its being forded im- 
practicable. This circumstance was not ascertained until the 
troops were about to attempt to cross it, when it was found 
there was a depth of seven feet. The squadron, upon which 
the whole brunt of the action therefore fell, was composed as 
follows 
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Gnns. Ships. 

50 Bristol 

50 Experiment 

! Active . , , . . , ....... i . 

S ole bay ........ . . . . . . 

Actseoii .............. 

Syren 

20 SphjTix ............... 

22 Friendship (aimed vessel) 
Ranger 

8 Thunder (bomb) . 

6 St. Lawrence (schooner) 


Commodore Sir Peter Parker 
Captain John Monds 
„ Alex. Scott 
„ Win, Williams 
,, Tlios. Symonds 
„ Cliristopher Atkins 
Tobias I^rneaux 
Anthony Hunt 
Chas. Hope 
Roger Wills 
James Reid 
Lieut. John Graves 


On tLe 28th of June, the wind and other circnmstances 
being apparently favourable, Sir Peter Parker communicated 
to Major-General Clinton liis readiness to proceed to the 
attack. At lOh. 45m. the Bristol, Experiment, Active, and 
Solebay, anchored in their appointed stations, with springs 
on their cables. Owing to some mismanagement on the part 
of the pilots, the Spliynx, Aetteon, and Syren got foul of 
each other, and drove on shore on the Middle Ground. The 
Sphynx and Syren got off with the flowing tide, but the 
Acteeon remained immoveable. The Thunder commenced 
the action by tlmowiog shells, but the shells fell short. 
Oolonel James, of the Ai-tilleiy (who was on board the 
Thunder throughout the fiction), endeavoured to remedy this 
miscalculation of distance by increasing the charge of powder. 
A few shells were thus thrown into the fort, but produced 
no effect, as they feJl into a morass, and the fuses were 
extinguished. The inci-cased charge of i)OW(ler caused such 
a heavy recoil, tha;t the beds of the mortars broke down, and 
the vessel was useless for the iremairider of the day. The 
ships, led by tbe Active, took up their positions without 
molestation. The Active anchored off the east bastion, 
the Expeiiment off the we?st bastion and curtain, the Solebay 
off the west bastion., and the Bristol off the curtain, in seven 
fathoms. A deadly fii’c was then poured into them from the 
American batteries. This was returned with spirit, but to 
the evident disadvantage of the British. The material of 
which the fort (afterwards named Eoi-t Moultrie) was con- 
structed, rendered the guns of the British ships almost harm- 
less, while the shot of the enemy passed ^through both sides 
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of tlie ships, and did immense execution. It was about noon, 
wdien the action was at the hottest, that the commodore 
looked for the co-operation of the troops, but in which, from 
the cause previously stated, he was disappt)inted. The Bri.. 
toFs quarter-deck was at one time cleared of all but the 
commodore. Captain Morris lost his right arm, and re- 
ceived so many other wounds, that he died a few days after- 
wards. The lieutenants of the Bristol were Toby Caulfield, 
Anthony J. P* Molloy, and Charles E. Nugent, and of their 
conduct the commodore sj>oke in the highest terms. Their 
powers of endurance, and those of the brave crew, were pxit to 
a severe test during an almost incessant cannonading of nearly 
ten hours’ continuance. For a short time the enemy dack- 
ened them fire, and it was thought their guns were effectually 
silenced ; but the cannonade was shortly renewed with Adgour. 
It was about 2h. p.m. wlien the fort ceased firing ; and it did 
not recommence till 3h. 30m. At this time the ebb-tide 
beginning to make, ifc was deemed advisable to drop the 
small bower-anchor astern, to prevent the ship from swinging 
to the tide ; but scarcely had this been done, when both the 
small bower cable and spring were cut by the shot from the 
fort, and the Bristol swang to her best bower anchoi\ 
While in the act of swinging, she became exposed to a tre- 
mendous raking fire, wdiich swept her decks fore and aft. 
The Experiment was little better off than the Bristol. The 
carnage on board both was a}>palling ; but the Active and 
Solcbay were more fortunate. Finding no probability of 
succeeding in silencing the fort, wdiich Av.as constantly being 
reinforced by fresh troops from the mainland,^ Sir Peter, at 
about 9h. p.m., ordered the ships to cease firing, and make 
the ).)est of their way out. All the ships, with the exception 
of the Actieon, succeeded in getting out ; but the latter was 
set on fire, and abandoned. 

Tlie loss on board the Biistol amounted to Captain Morris 
(inoitally wounded) and forty men killed, and the master 
(John Holland) and seventy-one men wmimded. The Ex- 
j>eriment bad Wenty-three men killed, and Captain Bcott 
(with the loss of the right arm) and fifty-five men wounded. 

^ Tliis is denied by the American acco\ints, but it nevertheleaa aeenis 
very 2>rol;^ble, 
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In the Active, Lieiiteiiaht Pike \vas killed, and six men 
wounded ; and in the Solebay, eight men wounded : making 
the total loss sixty-four killed and 143 wounded The 
American loss is stated by themselves at thirty-six killed 
and wounded. Lord William Campbell, Governor of South 
Carolina^ served as a volunteer in the Bristol, and took 
charge of a division, of the lower-deck guns during great pait. 
of the action. Sir Peter Parker, in his ofiicijd despatch 
eulogized the conduct of the seamen belonging to the traiis- 
poits, fifty of whom gallantly volunteered their services, to 
supply the place of others in the sick list, and Mr. Chambers, 
the master of the Mercury, is specially named. 

Commander Hope, who took home the despatches, and 
also Commander Held and Lieutenant Toby Caullield, w’ere 
promoted to post rank, and Lieutenants Molloy and Nugent 
were made commanders. 

The damages sustained by the Bristol in hull and rigging 
were considerable ; the main and mizen-toprnasts were shot 
away, and the mizenmast fell over the side on the ensuing 
day, befoio it could be secured. The ship was completely 
unrigged, and two low^er-deck guns and one main-deck gun 
were dismounted. 

On the IGth of June, a tmuspoi-t, having on board troops 
and stoi*es, commanded by Lieut. -Colonel Archibald Camp- 
bell and Major Meiizie,s, with two companies of General 
Frazers newly-raised (71st) regiment of Highlanders, igno- 
rant of the evacuation, arrived oil' Boston. On the following 
day they were surrounde<l, and after a desperate defence, 
captured by privateers, Major Menzies and eight soldiers 
being killed, and foui*teen soldiers wounded J 

* Mr. Cooper’s version is much more animiited, though not i>robabh^ 
more correct. He says : ‘‘The Connecticut colony brig Defence, fourteen, 
CapUin Harding, left Plymouth, Massachusetts, early in the moi-ning of 
the 17th June, and on working out into the bay, a desultory firing was 
heard to the northward. The Defence crowded sail in the cliitjction of 
the cannonading, and al>out dusk fell in with four light Ameri( 5 aii 
schooners, which had Ixjen in a running fight with two British transports 
that had proved too heavy for them. Tim transport.s, aRer beating off 
the schooners, had gone into Nantasket Roads and anchored. One of the 
schooners was the Lee, eight, Cajitain Waters, in the st^rvdce of Massa- 
chusetts— -the little schooner that had so successfully begun the maritime 
warfare under Captain Manby — ^tbe other three were privateers. After 
laying his plans with the commanders of the schooners, Captain Harding 
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The navy found ample employment in co-operating wth 
Sir William Howe’s army on the banks of the Delaware. 
An ingenious contrivance, invented by Dr. Franklin, was 
employed in this river. It was a sort of cimvaux de friM, 
f)tTaed of large square pieces of heavy timber. Two long 
pieces, at a proper parallel distance from each other, formed 
a horizontal base, wliicli rested on tlie bed of the liver. Over 
Uiese were placed two other beams of similar size, sharpened 
and pointed with iron, rising from toward the end of the 
horizontal base, at such an angle that a vessel striking upon 
them would almost inevitably be pierced. The points did 
not appear al)ove the water, and the elevation was such as 
to oiler the greatest resistance. The four main pieces were 
united by many transverse ones, and the whole so well con- 
trived, that its own weight, and the ballast attached to it, 

f'tood into the roads, and about 11 o'clock at night he anchored between • 
the transports, within pistol-shot. The schooners follo'wed, but did not 
approach near enough to do much service. Some hailing now passed, 
and Captain Harding ordered the enemy to strike. A voice from the 
largest English vessel answered, 'Ay, aye, I'll strike,' arxd a broadside 
was immediately poured into the Defence. A. sharp action that lasted 
more than an hour followed, when both the Englisjh vessels struck, 
Iliese transports contaiixed near 200 soldiers, of the same corps as those 
afterw^ards taken by the Doria, and on board tlie largest of them was 
Lieut. -Colonel Campbell, wlio commanded the regiment. In this close 
and sharp conflict the Defence was a good deal cut up aloft, and had 
nine men wounded. The transports lost eighteen killed and a large 
number wounded. A inong tlie slain vvijs Major Menziea, the officer who 
had answered the liail as just stated. The next moniing the Defence, 
with the schooners in compfiny, saw a sail in tlie bay and gave chase. 
The stranger jxroved to be another transport, with more th.an 100 men 
of the same [’egimeut on Ixoard." There are in the above ricli sparklings 
of Mr. Cooper’s romantic imagination : First, in making one transport 
into ^M vvo and secondly, in making the loss in killed eighteen instead 

of eight, and the number of wounded indefinitely lieayy. “ Two hundred 
men” would answer well to “ two companies,” and the capture of the 
second transport on the following morning phdnly p<.»ints to the fact tlxaf 
Captain Harding captured but o-«c on the jiight of the 17th June, and 
the second in company with the schooners on the 18th, It is hardly pos- 
sible to conceive that Captain Harding Would have dared to anchor a small 
low vessel, such as the Defence in all probability was, ''within pi.stol-shot” 
and between tlie fire of two transports filled wdtli troops, and still less 
conceivable that she should have escaped with only nim wera wounded. 
Major Menzifig waa buried on shore at Boston, with military honours. 
Colonel Campbell was detained a prisoner for a long time, and endured 
many hardships. 
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offectually prevented its being moved from its position or 
tuiTied over. 

The squadron got as high as Chester, and endeavoured to 
force its vvay to Philadelphia. Oaptain Andrew Bnape 
liamond, in the 44-giin ship Hoebuek, was very actively 
engaged in this service. While the army gave employment 
to the enemy on the banks of the river, Caj>tain Hamond, 
and the sliips under his orders, were employed in cutting a 
passage through the frames, and at length, after much hard 
work, succeeded in opening a channel sufficient for the 
lai’gest ships. The enemy, however, did not remain idle, 
and every opposition was made by means of fire-rafts, galleys, 
and other small craft ; but, through the care and skill of 
Britisli officers and seamen, no injury Tvas done by these 
dangerous enemies. The destmctioii of the enemy’s foits 
and a free passtige up the river, were tlie indispensable con- 
ditions of Sir William Howie’s remaining at Philadelphia. 
The defences of the Americans consisted of an enclosed work 
named Fort Miffiin, constructed on a flat muddy island a 
little below the entrance of the »ScliU3dkil], and strengthened 
by four block-houses. The island was fiirther defended by 
two floating batteries of nine guns each, and twelve or 
fourteen galleys, and other river craft, mounting heavy guns. 
0})posite to this island, on the eastern shore, at Kedbank, 
above Manto Creek, they had a strong redoubt, with con- 
siderable outworks, which afforded protection to their flotilla. 
In front of these defences, to the extent of more than half a 
mile below Foi-t Mifflin, the deep-water channel was not 
more than a hundred fatlioins in width. In this passage 
several tiers of cJievmtx de Jrise w'ero sunk. Before this 
obstruction could be removed, it was nc^cessary to obtain 
possession of both banks of the river. The most vigorous 
measures were |)ursued with tliis object ; but the first attempt 
to dislodge the enemy from l^edbank failed. This took place 
on the 22hd of October. The intetided co-operation ^^f the 
squadron was unavoidably fmsti'ated, or it is probable another 
result would havo been obtained, as the assailants were 
severely galled by the floating batteries and galleys, which 
the* ships might have silenced. The armed ship Vigilant, 
of sixteen long 24-pounders, Lieutenant Hugh 0. Christian, 
was selected for that service, but a strong uortiverly wind 
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prevented her proceeding to her appointed statioiL The 
particular service expected from that ship, was the making 
a passage throiigh a shallow and confined channel between- 
Hog Island and the Pennsylvanian shore, and so to be able 
to attack the rear and least defensible pa.rt of the work, 
while the troops made the assault A diversion was also to 
have been attempted in the eastern or main channel, by the 
50-gun ship Isis, Captain the Hon. W/ Corx^wallis, and 
64-gun ship Augusta, Captain Francis Keynolds. 

Notwithstanding the inability of Captain Christian to 
reach his station, Captain Heynolds was ordered on the 22nd 
to proceed in the Augusta, taking the Roebuck, Captain 
Andrew S. Hamond, 28-gun frigate Liverpool, Captain 
Heniy Belle w, 32-gun frigate Pearl, Captain Thomas Wil- 
kinson, and 16 -gun sloop Merlin, Commander Samuel Reeve, 
and to go above the first range of chevaux defrise, to be in 
readiness for any further service. As soon as it was per- 
ceived, on the evening of the 22nd, that Colonel Donop had 
commenced his attack, the Augusta and squadron slipped 
their cables and proceeded up the river with the flood tide. 
O wing to an alteration in the channel of the river, caused by 
the ol)structions before described, the Augusta and Merlin 
took the ground some distance below the second line of 
chevmix de Jrise, The rise of the tide having been checked 
hy the prevalent winds, the two ships could not be got off 
that night. A desultory firing took place for a time between 
the frigates and the enemy’s galleys ; but as night advanced 
tins ceased, the troops having been repulsed, and Colonel 
Donop and several officers killed. 

On the morning of the 23rd, at daybreak, the positions of 
the Augusta and Merlin became known to the Americans, 
and a heavy fire was immediately opened upon them from 
eveiy gam that couhl be brought to bear. The floating bat- 
teries and galleys joined in the attack ; but their gunneiy 
being bad, and the distance too gi*eat, the injury inflicted 
was inconsiderable. Four fire-ships were next tiied ; but 
the gallantry and readiness of the crews of the squadron and 
transports rendered this attempt also aboriive. Accident, 
however, efiected that which the enemy had failed in doing. 
While the Isis was warjung through the lower c/ieva/f/^x de 
/rise to the assistance of the Augusta, ^,nd light transports 
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were getting ready to lighten the ship, preparatory to hex 
being hove olt* a mant)er of wads took fire abai’t, and the 
^iiames spi*ead with such rapidity that all attemyrts to aiTest 
their progress were fruitless.^ Boats were therefore sent to 
rescue the crew, and such were their suri^rising exeii;ions that 
nearly the whole wore saved. A few perished when the 
ship blew up, and among the number, the second lieutenant 
(Baldock), the chaplain, and gunner. The Merlin wfis set 
on fire and abandoned, as, from her proximity to the Au- 
gusta, her destruction appeared inevitable. 

Captain Heniy Duncan, of the Eagle, was now actively 
employed with the boats of the sc^uadron in conveying 
artillery, provisions, and stores to the river Schuylkill, 
by the channel in the retir of Fort Mifflin. Six 24-pounders 
from the Eagle, and four 32-pounders from the Somerset, 
were mourite(i on different batteries constructed under the 
direction of Sir William Howe; and on the 10th of Novem- 
ber, tlio wind being fair for the advance of the Vigilant, and 
a hulk, mounting tliree long 24-pounders> offensive operatioiis 
were recommenced. 

The hulk was commanded by Lieutenant John Botham, 
of the Eagle ; and these vessels were assisted by the Koebuck, 
Pearl, and Ijiver]>ool, and Cornwjdlis, galley, and other small 
vessels. Captain the Hon. William Cornwallis, who had 
command of this expedition, gained much credit for the 
judicious and gallant manner in which lie attacked Fort 
Island, and the enemy’s galleys. 

The means of resistance possessed by the besieged wei'e 
very great. In addition to the Fort and its contiguous 
batteiles, block-houses, and two fl(>^tiiig batteries, tliey had 
seventeen galleys and armed vessels, and a division of heavy 
guns mounted on the Jersey shore. The besiegers endured 
this hea^y cannonading with great forbearance and resolu- 
tion ; but tlio fire of the British sliippiiig soon told upon tlie 
American defences with terrible effect. Dreading the con- 
sequences of another assault, the Americans in the night of 
the Idth of November, evacuated Fort Mifflin; and it was 

* Cooper states that tlie Augusta had lieen lightened previously to 
going on this service, and partially fitted as a floating hattery, and that 
the fire originated in some pressed liay which had been secured to her* 
quarter to make her sh()t-i)roof. 
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immediately taken possession of by the grenadiers of the 
guards. In this affair the loss snstained by the 
amoimtod to near 400 killed and wounded ; while the casr^ 
ties on board the squadron, and on shore, did not exc©^ 
thiiteen killed and thirty wounded. 

The British squadron had now full command of the Dela- 
ware from the Capes to the American capital ; and the 
Ajuericans were forced to destroy all their ship]>ing (except 
a few galleys which escaped txp tlie river), including the 
Andi*ea Doria, of fourteen, Wasp, of eight, and Hornet, of 
ten guns, to prevent their fallmg into the hands of the 
British. The 24-gun ship Delaware, Captain Charles Alex- 
ander, hiid pre viously been captured in an attempt to destroy 
the batteries tlirown up by the Btdtish. 

The successes of the British cruisers were considerable. 
In March, the 14-giin brig Cabot, Captain Josej>h Oliiey, was 
chased on shore on the coast of Nova Scotia, by the 28-gun 
frigjite Milford, Captain John Burr. The Cabot, a vessel of 
189 tons, was got off and taken into the British service. 

On the 27th of June, the 12-pounder 32-^iii frigate Han- 
cock, Commodore John Manly, and ^4-gun frigate Boston, 
Captain Hector McNiel, b^ng on a cruise near the banks of 
Newfoundland, fell in with the British 28-gun frigate Fox, 
Captain Patrick Fotheiingharne. An action commenced, 
which lasted two hours. In the course of the fight the Fox 
toc»k lire in the main chains, where a number of wads liad 
been deposited. The Americans ceased firing until the flames 
were extinguished, when the %ht was resumed. The Fox 
being reduced to a wreck, and having sustained a severe loss 
in killed and wounded, Captain Fotheringhame ordered the 
colours to be hauled down. Lieutenant of marines the Hon. 
Janies J. Napier was among the killed. 

* )ii tlie Gth of J uly, the Hancock and Boston with theii* 
p! izo on their way to Bo.ston, came in sight of the British 
41-gTtn ship Itairibow, Captain Sir George Collier, and Victor, 
brig.^ Sir George Collier iinmediately ordered all sail to be 
made in jiursuit of the three ships, but lost sight of them 
in the night. At daybreak bn the 7th, the enemy’s vessels 

* So state<l in Sir Geo. Collier’s offiGtfd despatch, but as no su( 3 h vessel 
a]>pears ill the Navy List, it is probable that the Viper, 10 -gun brig, 
C«>mmaiuitT Samuel Keeve is the one intended. 
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were again got sight of, having a sloop in company, "wliich 
they had brought to in the night. Obsetwing the near 
approach of the Rainbow, Commodore Manly ordered the 
sloop to be set on fire ; and the three frigates formed a line 
of battle ahead, and set all possible sail. The chase, one of 
the most animated on record, lasted throughout the day, 
although the Rainbow was only about six miles from tiie 
Ameiicans at daybreak. At about 6h. A.M., another sail hove 
in sight to leeward, and was soon made out to be a frigate, 
under British colours. Although the stranger fired two guns 
to leeward, yet, as she did not answer the private signal, Sir 
George Collier had considerable doubts as to her nationality. 
The stianger, however, proved to bo the 32-gun fngatti 
Flora, Captain John Brisbane ; and after crossing the 
bows of the Rainbow on the o2)posito tack, hove round on 
the same tack as the Rainbow. Tlie American ships now 
bore up, and steered diiierent courses. The Floi-a chased the 
Fox, while the Rainbow piirsued the Hancock, and hy night- 
fall the Flora a,iKl Rainbow lost sight of eaeh other. The 
Rainl)ow’.s pursuit continued throughout the night, thci Han- 
cock being near enough to be watched by night-glasses., .At 
daybreak on the 8th, the two ships were only a mile apart, 
and the Rainbow commenced firing lier bow guns. At 
8h. 30m., the Rainbow was within hail, and CotnmodoT'e 
Manly was ordered to surrender ; but the breeze fre.sh.ening 
a little, which it was thought would lavour his escape, the 
order was not attended to, and observing the men going 
aloft to set studding-sails, the Rainbow gave the American 
frigate a broadside, whereupon her colours were hauled down. 
Thus, after a most arduous chase of thirty-six hours, was 
cajdurod the finest ship in the American serrice. Tht^ 
llancock Tnea.sured 730 tons (being only 100 tons less than 
the Rainbow), and was accounted the fastest-sailing 'fit 
-that time afioat, but was out of trim and foul, She was 
anned with long 12-pounders on the main deck, and had on 
board when captured a crew of 229 men. Thfe Hancock, 
under the liame of Iris, was added to the British navy. 
The Boston eilected her escape ; but tlic Flom overtook and 
recaptured the Fox without resistance, which slie cariled 
into Halifax, whither she was soon followed by the Rainbow 
and prize. Tins capture was a very unwelcome blow to 
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the infant navy of the Americans, A conrt-martial was 
shortly afterwards held upon Captains Manly and McN'eil ; 
and it appearing that the latter had parted conipany from 
the Hancock unadvisedly, or without ordet^, he was dis- 
missed the service. Captain Manly was honourably acquitted. 
Captain Fotheringhame was tried by court-martial at Ports- 
mouth for the loss of the Pox, on the 3i4 of March, 1778, 
and, together with his officers and crew, honourably ac- 
quitted. 

The province of Hova Scotia being threatened with an 
invasion from the eastern parts of New England, Sir George 
Collier, having under liis orders the 32-gun frigate Blonde, 
Captain John Milligan ; 28-gun frigate Mermaid, Captain 
James Hawker ; and armed vessel Hope, Lieutenant G. 
Dawson, sailed from Halifax to Machias, v^here he arrived 
on the 13th of August. 

On the morning of the 14th, in the face of a strong 
opposition from armed bodies on both sides of the river, the 
marines of the squadron landed and destroyed the foi% and 
several magazines, and captured a quantity of naval stores. 
On this service Sir George Collier destroyed a ship laden 
with masts for the French navy, also three brigs, eleven 
sloops, and fifteen schooners. 

ship sloop Beaver, of fourteen long O-pomiders, Com- 
mander J ames J ones, in the course of this year captured the 
American privateer Oliver Cromwell, of fourteen long 
9-pounders, besides ten swivels and ten cohorns, and 150 
men, after a lengthened action. The Beaver escaped with two 
men woiimded ; while the Oliver Cromweirs loss amounted 
to twenty killed and twenty wounded. Captain Jones 
was rewarded for his meritorious action by promotion, and 
was shoitly afteiwards apj)oiiited to command the 28-gun 
frigate Penelope, which ship is supposed to have fotmdered 
in the West Indies in the year 1782. 

<')b the 4:th of September, the homeward-bound fleet fi‘om 
the West Indies under convoy of the 22-gim ship Camel, 
Cai^tain the Hon. William Finch, 14-gun ship sloop Druid, 
ami 16-gan ship sloop Weazel, Copunanders Peter Carteret 
and Samuel Warren, being in lat, 40° 30' N., long. 50° 17' W., 
was chased by two large ships. At the time, the convoy 
was much dispersed, and the largest ship was observed bear- 
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ing dowii upon the Bruid^ then about five miles astern of 
the Camel. This was the United States 12-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Ibileigh, Captain Th()mas Thompson. The American 
9-poundei 24-gun frigate AJfi’ed, Captain Elisha Hinman, 
was some miles to leeward. Tlie Druid cleared for action, 
and at 5h. B.M., the Baleigh, being to windward, ranged up 
alongside the Druid, hoisted American colours, and ordered 
the British vessel to strike. Captain Carteret, undismayed 
by the overpowering superiority of tlie foe (the tonnage of 
the Druid being 285, and of the Ilaleigh 697), was not slow 
to return the American’s broadside, and a smart action 
ensued. Captain Carteret was mortally wounded by the 
first broadside; and the master killed. Lieutenant John 
Bourchier then took command, and sustained so vigorous 
a resistance, that at 6h. p.m. the enemy made sail ahesid. The 
Druid endeavoured, with much persevering gallantry, to follow 
the frigate ; but was too much di.sabled in sails and ngging. 
At 6h. 20rn., the Baleigh, having the wind abaft, hauled down 
her colours, and made siiil to leeward to close the Alfred. 

The Baleigh and Alfred were now chased by the Camel 
and Weazel, but without effect ; and the two American 
frigates permitted themselves to be driven fi om the convoy 
without a single trophy of victory. Cooper endeayours to 
account for this extraordinary exhibition of pusillanimity in 
the following manniier : A squall had come on, and at first 
it shut in the two sliips engaged. When it cleared away, the 
convoy was seen steering in ail directions in the utmost con- 
fusion ; but the vessels of war, with several lieavy well- 
armed West Indiamen, tacked and hauled up for the Baleigli, 
leaving no doubt of tlieir intention to engage. The frigjite 
lay by her adversary until the other vessels were so near, 
that it became absolutely necessary to quit her ; and then 
slie ran to leewjird and joined the Alfred. Hero she short- 
ened sail and waited for the enemy to come down : but, it 
being near dark, the British commodore tacked and hauled 
in among his convoy again. The Baleigh and Alfred kept 
near this fieet for several days; but no provocation could 
induce the vessels of war to come out of it, and it was finally 
abandoned,”^ 

* History of the U. S. Navy, vol. i. pp. 163 et m. 
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After incorrectly descrLbing the force of tbe Druid at 
“ twenty guns/’ Mr, Cooper goes on to comment upon the 
behaviour of Captain Thompson : In this aflMr/’ he w 
Captain Thompson disocf^ered a proper spirit ( !); for he 
might eiisily have cut out of the fleet half a dozen merchant- 
men ; but he appeal’s to have acted on the principle, that 
vessels of war ehould first seek vessels of war.” A most 
lame and impotent conclusion; but it will be worth while 
to analyze the British and American forces, and then judge 
whether Captain Thompson did indeed discover “ a xu'oper 
spirit.” The Camel was a ship of /) 16 tons, and aimed on 
the main deck with eighteen long 9-pourj.ders, and four 
6-pouadm'sbn the (piarter-deck and forecastle: making her 
broadside weight of shot 9 3 lbs. The Druid— the only ship . 
engaged — measured 2 So tons, and mounted fourteen 
G-poundei*s : 1) roadside weight of shot, 4 2 lbs. The Weazel 
was a sloop of war of 308 tons, ami mounted sixteen 
G-pounders : broadside weight of shot, 4 8 lbs. : total of the 
three vessels, 183 lbs,, and the aggregate of the crews about 
380. On the other hand, the Baleigh, a fine ship of G97 
tons, probably mounted on her main deck twenty-six long 
12-pouMders, and six 9-pounders on the quarter-deck and 
forecastle, gi ving her a broadside weight of 183 lbs. ; and the 
A]fre<l, \vho.sc tonnage wa»s probably about 5G3 ton>s, she 
being of tiie same class a.s the Delaware, mounted on her 
main deck twenty long 9-pouTiders, and four long 6-])ounders 
on the quarter-deck, or 102 lbs. ; total, 285 lbs.; and their 
united crews would not lie less than 400 men. Thus we 
have tlie account as follows : — 

Broadside 

Ships. Gims. of Shot. Tomm(j:e. Men. 

British 3 .. r>4 .. 383 lbs. .. 1,109 ., 380 

Anieric-au,...2 5C . . 285 „ .. 1,2(>C) .. 400 

It is impossible, with such figui'os before us (and even these 
do not show the full extent of the advantage on the side of 
the American ships arising from their superior tojinage), to 
feel satisfied that Captains Thompson and Hihinan did 
evince (liat “ proper s[>irit,” for which the historian of the 
Amerioan navy gives them credit. Captain Carteiet, whase 
left thi^di was dreadfully shattered, umlerwent amputation 
of the Ijiab, but died on the following monniig ; the master 
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of tlio Druid and five men were killed, and four more died 
of their wounds ; and the wounded amounted to twenty-one, 
including Lieutenaiit of maiines James Nicholson, and 
Mr. Pofion, surgepn/s mate. Americans state the 

Baleigh to have had only three men killed and wounded, 
and to have sustained little or no injury. Lieutenant 
Bourchier received the reward of his spiiited defence by 
promotion, and a confirmed commission for the Druid.^ 

On the 18th of September, the American 4-poiindtjr 
16-gun brig Lexington, Captain Johnston, quitted Morlaix 
for America with despatches j and on the 1 9th at daybreak 
being about fourteen leagues to the w^estward of IJshant, 
was chased by the British 4-pounder 10-gun cutter Alert, 
Lieutenant John Bazeley. At 7h. 30m. a.m., the Alert, 
being close up Avith the Lexington, commenced the action, 
and a ninning fight was kept up till lOh., when the Lexing- 
ton bore uj), and made sail. Having repaired damages, 
Lieutenant Bazeley renewed the pursuit; and at llh. p.m,, 
again brought the brig to action. After another hour ot 
close fighting, the Lexington surrendered, and was taken 
possession of by the gallant little victor. The Alert, out of 
a crew of 60, had two men killed, and one mortally, and 
tAvo badly wounded ; and the Lexington, whose crew num- 
bered eighty-four, had seven killed, and eleven wounded, 
besides being considerably damaged aloft. TliO prepoti- 
derance of forcte was greatly in favoui' of the Lexington ; 
arid Lieutenant Bazeley gallantly earned the promotio]), 
which Avas iinmediately bestow’^ed upon him.^ 

About' the same time the 12-guii sloop Antigua, Lieu- 
tenant Billy Douglas, captured the American privateer 
Blacksnake, of twelve gurus and sixty men, after a very 
scA^ere action. Lieutenant Douglas also receded promotion. ' 
The l()-gim scdiooner llacehorsc (probably a tender to the 
Antelope, iiag-ship to Yice-Admh*al Layton on the Jamaica 
station), acting Lieutenant Joseph Jordan, fell in Avith the 


* This officer was made a. post captain on the 13tb of April, 17S2 ; 
appointed a captain of Greenwich Hospital, 1801 ; and succeeded JSir 
Kichxird l^exirijou as li out. -governor of that establisliTnent in 1805. 

* He obtained Ids post rank April 1C, 1778, and died an admiral. 

® Tlwrs officer was promoted to post rank, August 15, 1781, aud died 
an s^Inilral. 



!2iB BAT^ross OP [1777* 

American 1 G-giin priva,teer Guest ; and, after an engagement 
of two liours’ duration, boarded and earned lier. Tlie Guest 
was commanded by an officer bolding a commission from 
Congress ; but the privateer’s crew was chiefiy French, and 
numbered between ninety and a lixindred. The Itaeehorse, 
whose complement of men was only thirty-seven, had one 
killed and eight wounded ; while the enemy suffered a loss 
of sixteen killed and forty woimded, before suiTcndeiing. 
Several American privateers were captured in the Mediter- 
ranean, among which was the Vigilant, of ffiurteen guns, Captain 
llichard W'hitear, which had been fitted out at Dunkirk. 
The Vigilant was taken by the Levant, Captain George 
Murray. 

The most enterprizing among American cruisers in the 
European seas was Gustavus Cuimingham,^ a native of Ire- 
Ifiiid, and the precursor to John Paul Jones. This year the 
American commissioners at France sent across an agent to 
Folkstone, to purchase a fast-sailing English-built cutter. 
The purchase was made, and ihe cutter brought across to 
Dunkirk. After fitting lier as a vessel-of-war with all the 
privacy possible, Giistavus Cunningham was appointed by the 
commissioners to command her, under the name of the Sur* 
prise. The legality of the commission given to Chinniugham 
admitted of very great question. It was a blank coiii- 
mission from John Ilancock, the ])residentof Congress and 
this convenient description of iiistrimient the commissioners 
dated March 1st, 1777, and gave to CunningLam. The au- 
thoiities of Dunkirk, hoAvever, notwithstanding the secrecy 
with 'which the vessel 'was fitted, having a suspicion that the 
Surprise was illegally equipped, demanded security that the 
vessel slnnild not be employed in any improper manner. 
This security was given by Mr. Hodge, the American agent, 
and the Biirprise left Dunkirk apparently in ballast. The 
Surprise anchored in the roads at Dunkirk, and the guns, 
arnniunition; ami crew w^ere sent off to the vessel, which im- 
mediately put to sea. 

Tills bold adventurer sailed on the 1st of May, and on the 
2nd fell in witli the Harwich packet. This was the Prince 

‘ Mr. Coofwyj for wliat reason, or ti|x>n what authority he does not 
etate, por.siiits in spelling the name of this per.soii Oowtfnqha/m,^ 

* History of the U. 8. Navy, vol. i. p. 114. 
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of Orange, then a few leagues from the Dutch coasts So 
wholly unexpected was the presence of an enemy, that the 
captain of the packet was below at bretUdast with his pas- 
sengers when Cunninghain walked down into the cabin, and 
acquainted him that he was a prisoner. Cunningham then 
secured the mail-bags, and thinMng his performance one of 
considerable merit and consequence, re-entered Dunkiifc with 
his prke.^ 

1778.— It having been ascertained that several vessels of 
war were building along the Jersey banks of the Delaware, 
and that magazines were in course of erection, it was deter- 
mined by the admiral and general to send a conjoint force 
to destroy them. The troops selected for this service were 
placed under the command of Major the Hon. John Mait- 
hmd, and the seamen mider Captain John Henry, of the 
24-gun ship Fowey. On the night of the 7th of May, the 
secon d battalion of infantry and two field -pieces were em- 
bai'ked, and proceeded up the river in eighteen flat boats, 
convoyed by the galleys Hussar, Cornwallis, Feixet, and 
Philadelphia, and by tlie armed seliooners Viper and Pem- 
broke, and four gun-boats. After advancing about twelve 
miles, the ebb-tide obliged the flotilla to anchor ; but at 
5h. A.M. on the 8th, the expedition was again in motion, and 
at noon was abreast of Whitehill. At this place the troops 
disembarked in the face of a large party of horse and foot, 
but which did not ofi’er any opposition. Major Maitland 
tlien commenced his march towards Bor<len Town, of wdficli 
he gained possession after much rather sliarp skii'inishing. 
In the meanwhile. Captain Heniy was iiub inactive, for the 

' The French government were comj:»elle<l to take notice of this glaring 
infringement of the law of nations, and, in deference to the vigorous 
re^noTistrances of the British amimssador, oi'ders were given to the 
iiuthoiities at Dunkirk to imprison Hodge, the security, and also 
Oiuniinglianv and his men, to seize the cutter, and liberate the prize. 
The make-believe coiniuission, also, w^as taken from Gustavus, and sent 
to Vt^rsailles, and never returned. Ib’oceedings apparently so decided 
pacified the British goveminent, and it was for the time believed that 
France intended to pay some small respect to tlie ex.isting treaty/ It 
was, however, tedieved at the time, and so stated in the public papers, 
that the Brince of Orange packet was not restored to the British 
goveniirient in tlui manner above related, or out of any delerence to their 
remonstrancjes, but that she was purchased with Britisli money, and that 
Cunninghain received the value of his prize. 
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seamen destroyed the 3 2-gim frigate Washington and 28-gun 
frigate Eflinglmm, neitlier of which had ever been to sea, toge- 
ther with a brig and sloop. Major Maitland haying by this time 
got into Borden Town, the galleys and gun-boats moved up to 
Crosswell Creek, and burnt several large ships and privateers, 
including the Stiirdy Beggar privateer of eighteen guns. The 
total of vessels destroyed by the naval force consis^^ 
frigates, liine large ships, tlmee privatetir sloops, each of six- 
teen guns, three of ten gnns each, besides twenty-three brigs, 
with a number of sloops and schooners. 

On the 24tli of May, an expedition started from Newport, 
Bhode Island, commanded by Captain Samuel W. Clayton, 
of the 32-gun frigate Isis, assisted by Lieutenant John 
finowdes, and the military part by Lieutenant-Colonel Camp- 
bell, of the 22nd regiment. At midnight, the troops em- 
barked at Arnold’s Point in flat boats, and proceeded to-vvards 
Warren lUver. The 32-gun frigate Flora, Captain John 
Brisbane, and other ships, took the best j)ositions they could 
to cover the advance of the cxpeditioTi. The troops effected 
a landing at daybreak about three miles below Wai*reii, and 
a mile above Bristol, and made a successful incursion as far 
as the Kickamuct liivei*. At this place 125 large boats, 
some of Avhich measured fifty feet in length, were destroyed, 
and also a galley, inouiiting six 12-pounder8, and two sloops 
laden with stores. The guns of the galley and others cap- 
tured by the British were spiked, and otherwise eliectually 
diaibled l>y knocking off the trunnions. The troops re- 
turned to Warren, where they farther destroyed a |mrk of 
artillery, and a large quantity of ammunition and warlike 
stores. A privateer of sixteen guns ready for sea was burnt 
in the river. The troop.s i*e-em]jarked in the most perfect 
order, and with very trifimg loss. 

On the 25th of May, another expedition, conducted by 
Captain Samuel Beeves, started at 2h. a,m. wdth the Pigot 
galley, Lieutenant Henry Edwin Stanhope, and six amied 
boats, under Lifmtenant James Kempthorne, and passed the 
battery at Bristol Ferry without molestatioxi. The Pigot 
liaving anchored in Mount Hope Bay, Lieutenant Kemp- 
thorne was despatched with tlie armed boats to the mouth 
of Taunton Biver, where he landed, and brought otf a 
galley armed with ten guns (18, 12, and G-pounclers), The 



1778.] the Biimsii jsrAvnr. 251 

Americans being suri^rised, offered no oi^position . The follow- 
ing nifoming, Lieutenant Philip D’ Auvergne, of the Alarm 
galley/ landed a party of marines at Pogland Feny, and 
burnt the giiarddiGuse, retiring without loss. The before- 
mentioned officers, and also Lieutenant Hugh C. Christian, 
received the thanks of tlm commodore. 

On the 24th of May, an expedition qxiitted Ehode Island, 
the troops under Major Eyi*e, of the 54th, embarking from 
Arxiold’s Point in flat boats. The Pigot, Lieutenant Henry 
E, Stanhope, and the armed boats, under the direction of 
Lieutenant Hugh 0. Christian, of the Kingiisher, convoyed 
the expedition, the object of which was to destroy some saw- 
mills erected on a creek near Taunton Piver, busily at work 
preparing materials for building a flotilla to be employed in 
an invasion of RViode Ishmd. The Pigot grounded in passing 
Bristol Ferry; but the boats proceeded, and soon, after day- 
break reached the intended point of disembaikation. Here a 
formidable opposition Avas threatened ; but the guard being 
dispersed by the iix'e of the gun-boats, tlie troo}>s effected a 
landing, and destroyed two mills, togetlier with a large quan- 
tity of planks I'eady for ship-building purposes. The alarm 
having now spread, and the number of armed men increasing, 
Major Eyres gave orders to I'etum to the boats ; and after 
destroying the guarddiouse, a store, ajid nine bouts, the pariy 
made good their retreat, having sustained a loss of two men 
killed, and LiiMiteiiant Goldsmith and four men wounded. 
The Pigot being assisted by the boats of tlie I'^iora, got off 
with the rising tide ; but Lieutenant Andrew Congalton, of 
that ship, w^as l)adly wounded, and tw^o men were killed by 
the Are from the (uiemy’s batteries. 

France, though from the comincnceincnt of the struggle 
the secret abettor and ally of America, at length openly 
espoused her ca.use ; and Comte criilstaing was ordered to 
proceed to x\inerica with the Toidon fleet. D’Estaing sailed 
from Toulon on the 12th of April, but the British govern- 
ment, though there existed a moral certabity of the French 
fleet’s destination, kept a fleet of thirteen sail of the line 
under Yice- Admiral Byron in reserve, instead of ordering it 
to proceed at once to Xcw York. The North American 
squadron iinder Lord Howe was mLserably small, and had it 
not been for ifcs Avitjub’aw'al from the DelaAvare on the 



252 


BATTLES OF 


[1?78. 

evacimtiotL of Philadelphia, it must have Deen crushed by 
the advancing fleet. D’Estaing’s fleet was watched coming 
through the Straits of Gibi'altar, by Gaptaiii Evelyn Sutton 
in the Proserj>in8, and that officer conveyed the 
to the A<liniralty on the 6th of June. Orders were then 
given to Vice- Admiral Byi-on to proceed— not to New 
York — but in seajL^ch of B’Estaing. The Biitish fleet was 
overtaken by a heavy ga-le and dispersed, thus leaving the 
gdiant Howe to defend himself as he best could from his 
pow’erful enemy. 

On the 7 th of July, while the British squadron was lying at 
Sandy Hook, a lieutenant fi'om the 28-gvm Mgate Maidstone, 
Captain A lan Gardner, arrived with despatches, announcing 
tliat the Toulon sqmulron had been seen by the Maidstone 
ofi the coast of Yirginia, aj)parently intending to enter the 
Chesapeake. Captain Gardner had continued to watch the 
motions of the squadron, however, and had s(^en it enter the 
Delaware ; where he left it on the 6th. This intelligence 
was confli’med by the arrival of the Koebuck, Captain Andrew 
S. Hamond ; and while Lord Howe was busy in making 
preparations to receive a visit from such a superior force, tlie 
Zebi'a, Commander Henry Collins, arrived on the 11th, and 
gave information that on the evening before a fleet of twelve 
sail of two-decked ships, under French colours, had been 
fallen in with, steering for New York. At noon on the 
same day (11th), the French fleet hove in sight, and in the 
course of the afternoon came to anchor off Shrewsbury Inlet, 
four mi]e^s from Sandy Hook. Lord Howe’s situation was 
not very enviable, for in addition to his squadron being very 
inferior to that now in sight, his ships were all .short-handed. 
The British squadron at this time was composed of the 
following : — 

Ships. Men, 

[ Vice-Admiral Lord Viscount Howe (red) 

64 Eagle . Captain Henry Duncan 

64 Trident 517 

50 Preston .... 867 

( Nonsuch . . 500 

64 < Somerset .. 500 „ Geo. Otir^ 

( St. Allmns 500 „ Kichard Onslow 


lloger Curtis 
( Commodore John Elliott 
I Captain A. J. P. Molloy ' 

\ Commodore William Hotham 
) Captain Samuel XJppleby 
,, Walter Gri&ths 
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' Guns. Ships. Men, 

64 Anient 500 Captain Geo. Kepjxjl 

50 Isis........ 350 >> John Raynor 

Roebuck . . 280 ■ >> Andtew S. Hambnd 

( Rhoenix . . . 2S0 ,, Hyde Parker 

111 addition to the above, there were attached to the 
squadroii the 32-gun frigate Pearl, Captain John Linzee, 
26-gun armed ship Vigilant, Captain Hugh C. Christian, 
three fire-ships, two niotiiar- vessels, and four galleys. 

The French fleet consisted of the following :~— 


Guns. 

00 

80 

74 


Ships. 

Languedoc 

Tonnant 

Z£?1(5 

Hector 

iM'otecteur 


Guns. Sliip.s. 

' Marseillois 
Guerri^re 
Taillaiit 
Provence 
Fantaaque 
8agittaire 


74 


64 


64 


26-guii frigates Fleche, Ainiable, Alcni^ne, Chiiuhre, and Engageante, 
and 10-gun aloop ficlairb. 


It was, however, gratifying to Lord H we in this emer- 
gency to find himself suiTounded by a devoted band of 
followers. The spirit of patriotism, soon extended itself to 
tlie crews of the transpoHs and hired merchant ships. A 
thou.sand men presented themselves as volunteers. The 
agents could with difficulty retain a sufficient number of 
men to take care of theii* oavii sliips. Not only did this 
enthusiasm reign among the navy, the soldiers expressed also 
their readiness and desire to servo on board tlie ships in lieu 
of marines. So eager Avere the noble fellows belonging to 
the gi'enadiers and light infautiy to devvote their best 
energies to the service at this crisis, that it became necessiiry 
to cast lots to determine upon whom the duty should fall. 
The masters and mates of the merchant ships offered to take 
their stations at the guns with their men, and in every 
way evinced their ardent love of country. It is recorded in 
particular that Gideon Duncan, the master of a merchant 
ship, offered to convert his vessel — the only property ho had 
belonging to him— into a fire-ship, and fiuther, to command 
her, writh the de^tennination to lay the French admirai’.s 
ship on board while at anchor off the Hook, and tliis without 
hope or expectation of reward. The F'rench admiral had 
arrived too late to gain an undisputed victory over the 
British. A somewhat tedious voyage, and the chase of the 
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British 28-gun frigate Mei-maid, Captain James Hawker, 
which vessel was diiven on shore/ had dehijed their progressi 
Had more speed been observed, the Fj^ench fleet might easily 
have reached the Deiaw^are previously to the eVacuation of 
Philadelphia, when Loid Howe would liave been found with 
only two 64-gan ships, one 50-gun ship, and a few tngates. 
Thus the total defeat" not only of the squadron but of the 
army must have ensued ; and tliis aitastrophe was averted 
only by a sniccession of adverse winds. 

The British and French forces continued in the same posi- 
tion, Lord Howe dfdly expecting to be attacked. He therefore 
placed his ships so as to ofier the most eflectual resistance. 
The Leviathan, an old 70 gun ship, commanded by Captain 
Joseph Tathwell, but employed as a store-ship, was brdiight 
forward, armed with guns from the park of artiileiy, and 
maimed with volunteers. This ship, with the Ardent, 
Nonsuch, Trident, Somerset, Eagle, and Isis, were an- 
chored with springs on their cables in a line stretching 
from the Hook towards the B,W. point of the sj)it. Astern 
of the Leviathan, tlie Carcass and Thunder, bombs, were, 
placed; and the Bb. Albans and some frigates, stationed 
inside the line, to render such services as might be re- 
quired ; while the Vigilant, Phoenix, and Preston were 
apj)ointed to act as advanced ships, to aimo}^ the enemy in 
passing the bar. The four galleys were ranged across the 
narrow part of the channel abreast of the Hook, from which 
position tliey could retreat into shoal water. Lord Howe 
personally sounded the channel and ascertained the peculiar 
sets of current, from which practical knowledge he formed 
his j>lans for defence. A battery of two howitzers, and 
ai) other of three 18-pounders wort) erected on the point which 
the eueiny must have rounded before entering the channel ; 
and four regiments, under the command of Colonel O’Hara, 
were |>osted there to prevent the enemy from taking posses- 
.sion of the place. 

This state of affairs continued until the 21st of July, 
by which time it appeared, from the less frequent commum- 
cations with the shore, that the French fleet had completed 
their water and provisions. On the 22nd, the wind blowing 
fresh from the northward, Lord Howe expected to be attacked, 
as at 8h. a.m. the hrench fleet was observ ed to be underweigh, 
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and to be working to Avindward, in order, it was supposed, to 
gain the proper position for crossing tlie bar at about 9h., 
when tlie tide would best have served* All tilings seemed 
to favour thp looked-for attack. It was an anxious time for 
the British admiral ; for upon the result of the contest 
must have, hung the fate of the British cjause in America. 
Hemmed in and surrounded on all sides by enemies, with no 
prospect of reinforcements of any kind, the British had 
enough to damp the Jirdour of less gallant men ; but there 
still existed the determination to do their duty to tbo last, 
and to sell theii* lives dearly. But there was no despair ; 
and despite tbe fearful odds against them, there were no 
anticipations of defeat. To the astonishment of the British, 
however, Comte d’Estaing made no attem}>t to briiig on an 
action. After hovering about the entrance till the afternoon, 
apparently undecided, he at length hauled otF to the south- 
ward. BTSstaing,^ liowever, seemed perfectly satisfied with 
haying made a denionstration of his strength, and shortly 
afterwards entered Delaware Bay, from whence lie proceeded 
to Bhode Island. 

ileinforcements now began to arrive. The 30-gun ship 
Benown, acting Captain George Dawson, came into New 
York from the West Indies on the 2Cth of July, ha^dng, 
the day before, passed the roar of the French fleet unob- 
served. Ilie 64-gun ship Baisonnable, and 50-gun ship 
Centurion, Captains Thomas Eitzlierbert and Bichard 
Braitliwaite, were shortly added ; and the 7 4-gun ship 
Cornwall, Captain Timothy Edwards — the first of Yice- 
Admiral Bjn-on’s fleet w'hich reached America-^ — crossed the 
bar on tlie 30th. The Cornwall had paried company from 
the admiral in a gale on the 3rd of July, * At the same time, 
all the squadron separated except four' ships, all of which 
subsequently parted company, and the admiral, in the Prin- 
cess Bojal, prosecuted the voyage alone. 

In the meanwhile the Americans were j>rojeeting an 


V M. BEstaing was made prisoner in 1758, before Madras, but was 
permitted to return to Europe on his parole, which, however, he broke, 
and m»%de an attack on our settlements. This induced Boscaweii to sjiy 
iiiat if ever he was successful enough to take him, he would chain him to 
the deck like a monkey. D’Estaing was guillotined in the revolution 
of 1794. 
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eJspedition agamsi “Rhode Island, relying in a great measnre 
upon the co-operation of their French ally. Major-Geneiul 
Sir Eobeit Pigotj the forces at Rhode 

Island, made every disposition for defence. The British 
squadron consisted of the 32-gun firigate Flora, Captain John 
Brisbane ; 32-gim frigates Lark, Orpheus, and Juno, and 
28-gun frigate Cerberus, Captains Richard Smith, Chaiies 
Hudson,. Hugh Dalryniple, apd John Symons; and the 
Kingfisher sloop. The French fleet appeared off Newport 
at llh. A.M. on the 29th July, wdien two line-of-battle ships 
and two feigates were detached to occupy the Narraganset 
and Seconet passages. In a few^ days they became masters 
of Connaiiicut, the British forces having been previously 
withdrawTii, and the batteries on Beavertail Point, and on 
the Dumplins destroyed. In order to prevent the nearer 
advance of the French fleet, Captain Brisbane sank the 
Flora in the channel of the outer harbour, and several large 
vessels at the entrance to the inner harbour. On the 7th of 
August he caused the frigates and sloops to be burnt, ixot 
being able to biing them into the inner harbour ; and the 
crews of those sMps were stationed on shore at batteries 
erected on Bren ton’s Point and Goat Island ; and, also, at the 
North batbeiies. On the 8th of August, the Fi'ench fleet 
got undei’weigli at noon, and stood towards the harbour in 
line ahead ; and, after camionading the batteries, brought up, 
at 4h. P.M., between Goat Island and Connanicut. The 
batteries smartly returned the fire of the French ships, 
being well manned by the seamen of the frigates, and ably 
oomiminde<l by Captain Hugh 0. Christian, and Lieutenants 
Tljomas Forrest and William A. Otway. Intelligence of 
tlie contemplated attempt oix Rhode Island, and of M. d’Es- 
taing’s movement, reached Lord Howe on the 1st of August; 
but he w'as unable to cross the bar until the 6th. He imme- 
diately proceeded to Rhode Island, and arrived off that place , 
on the 9th, to the great relief of the British. The sight of 
Lord How e’s squadron appeared to be enough for M. d’Es- 
taing, \vho, on the 10th, got linderweigh ; and, bestowing a 
passing fire upon the batteries, stood out to sea. 

Twel ve large sail of the line was a greater force than 
Lord Howe would have been justified in attacking with the 
squadron underliiscominantL and especially without having the 
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advantage of the weather gage^ at that period considered an 
important one. During the 10th and l lth, the rival fleets 
continued in sight of each other ; and every preparation was 
made by Lord Howe for action. In order the better to 
direct the operations^ Lord Howe shifted his flag from the 
Eagle to the Apollo frigate. In the night, however, it came 
onto blow a heavy gale, in which the squadron was dispei*sed, 
the Apollo disabled by the loss of her fore and main top- 
masts, and the mainmast sprung; and the other ships more 
or less crippled. The gale continued several days, which 
obliged the ships to run for Sandy Hook, wh^re most of the 
squadron had reassembled, when Lord Howe arrived on the 
17 th. 

The French fleet had also been dispersed in the gale, and 
suffered more severely than the British in masts and spai*s. 
The Languedoc was totally dismasted ; the Tennant lost fore 
and mizen-masts ; and serious damages were sustained by the 
other shipa On the evening of the 18th of August, the Lan- 
guedoc was fallen in with by the 50-gun ship Renown, 
Captain George Dawson. M. d’Estaing was on board the 
Languedoc ; but the ship being totally dismasted, bore no 
flag to denote his presence. The Renown being under full 
command, had it, therefore, in her power to sail round her 
unwieldy enemy, and pour in her shot; receiving only in 
return an occasional fire from the stem chase-guns. Captain 
Dawson, on closing the Languedoc, hailed and ordered them 
to show their colours ; after which he ordered the upper 
deck guns to be fired into her, and hauled off to windward. 
The sea running very high, it was impossible to fire with 
much precision ; nor was it safe to open the lower deck 
ports, yet the Reiiown nianceuvred so as to pass close under 
the French 90-gun ship’s stem, and to give her the contents 
of the lower as well as upper deck guns. The Renown con- 
tinued the engagement for a short time ; Captain Dawson 
intending to keep close to the disabled sliip during the night, 
iind to renew the action in the morning. Had he, however, 
given the Languedoc a few more broadsides, she must have 
suiTondered ; and Captain Dawson would have had credit 
for his capture. Had he been unable to cariy his prize into 
port, he might have destroyed her. But it happened other- 
wise ; and the first broadside, fired by the Renown next 

VOL. L s 
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mommg, brought six sail of the line to the rescue of the 
Languedoc^ from which Captain Dawson^ had much trouble 
in mailing his escape. 

The 5 Organ ship Isis, Captain John Baynor, fought 
another sliip of the French squadron, while the Renown 
was engaged, as just stated, with the Languedoc, The 
74-gan ship C6sar, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Bou- 
gmnville, discovered the Isis in the afternoon of the 18th 
August ; and, observing the small size of the ship, made sail 
in chase. The C6sar was as superior in speed, as in tonnage, 
weight of metaj, and number of men; and Captain Raynor, 
no doubt, believed his capture to be inevitable. But it is 
the niling principle of a British sailor never to despair while a 
possibility of escape remains ; and he will always endeavour 
to make up in stratagem, for that of which he may be 
deficient in power. The Cesar had cleared for action, and 
was first overtaking the little 50-gim sliip, the latter being 
under a heavy press of sail on the weather bow of the 
French ship. It was customary, at that period, for French 
ships to clear the ship for action on the engaged side only ; 
and to stow between the guns of the inteiided-torbe-dis- 
en gaged side, lumber rvhich, in British ships, is usually 
thrown overboard. The C6sar, according to the prevailing 
custom, had only cleared away her starboard guns, expect- 
ing that the Isis would keep the weather gage, which she 
then had. Not .so, however; for Captain Raynor suddenly 
bore up across the Cesar’s bows, and brought her to action 
on the larboard side. By this manoeuvre the Isis made the 
Cesar a breakwater, and was enabled to ply her guns with 
steadiness, while the unexpected change in her position 
caused the French ship’s fii*e to be ineflectual. The C^*sar 
soon felt that her antagonist, though small, was ably handled. 
Captain Raynor, who was well supi)orted by his officers, 
encouraged tlie gallant tars at the guns, and the Cesar was 
soon glad to escape from under their hands. She bore up and 
made all sail before the wind, feeling that her safety consisted 
in fliglit. The Isis followed ; but the Cesar sailed two feet to 
the British ship’s one. The damages of the Isis were chiefly 

» Captahi Bawaon Avas dismissed the service in 1783, for some miscon- 
duct committed while captain of the Phaeton, in the Mediterranean.-— 
Schomberg’a Naval Chronology, voL v, p. 348. 
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confined to her Hgging and sails. One man was killed and 
fourteen wounded. The French ship sufiered more severely, 
having had seventy men kd wounded, including, 

among the latter, ]|^arwAdmiral Bougainville (wounded in 
the arm), and hb first lieutenant, with the loss of a leg. 
Captain Furneaux, late of the Syren, was a passenger on 
hoard the Isis, and distinguished himself during the action ; 
and the duke of Ancaster was also a volunteer, and was 
highly spoken of. 

A third action was fought the same night by Commodore 
Wm. Hotham, in the oO-gun ship Preston. The 80-gim 
ship Tonnant, haTing only her mainmast standing, was fallen 
in with and closely engaged ; but the firing brought other 
ships to the Tonnant’s rescue, and compelled the Preston to 
retreat. 

On the 7th of March, at 5h. a.m., the 64-^in ship Yar- 
mouth, Captain Nicholas Vincent, cniising to the eastward 
of Barbadoes, got sight of a squadron of six sail — ^two ships, 
three biigs, and a schooner. The Yarmouth made sail to 
close the strangers, and at 9h. a.m. was near enough to hail 
the largest, which proved to be the American 32-gun frigate 
Bandolph, Captain Nichol^is Biddle. The Bandolph imme- 
diately hoisted her colours, and fired a broadside at the 
Yarmouth, winch being returned, a- running fight of half an 
hour’s duration ensued, wlien the Bandolph blew” up.^ The 
Yarmouth, being to wdiKhvard, fortunately escaped bemg 
involved in the catasti‘ophe ; but several pieces of the burning 
wreck fell on her deck. An American ensign, rolled up, w”as 
blowm upon the Yarmouth’s forecastle not singed. The 
Yarmouth had five men killed and twelve wounded. The 
temerity of Captain Biddle in thus engaging ship so much 
superior to Ins own, deserved a better fate. Mr. Cooper 
states that the squadron comprised, besides the Bandolpli, tl\e 
General Moultrie, eighteen, Polly, sixteen, Notre Dame, 
sixteen^ and Fair American, fourteen. 

? On the 12th, the Yarmouth fell in with a piece of the wreck of the 
Banddlpli, on which were tbund four men, part of the crew of the ill- 
starred ship. The poor fellows liad been on the wreck four days, and 
had subsisted on the rain-wwter which had l)ecn imbibed by a piece of 
blanket wliich they had picked up. With these exceptions, all bjmds 
had perished. 
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The American frigates Baleigh and Alfred, Captains 
Thomas Thompson and Elisha Hinnian, w^hose fruitless 
attack upon a British convoy has already lieen noticed,^ 
subsequently sailed for Port rOrient. Here they took on 
board a considerable quantity of military stores and ammu- 
nition, and started on their return voyage to America in 
.Febniary* On the 9th of March, they were discovered by 
the 20-gun ship Ariadne, Captain Thomas Pringle, and 
16-gim ship sloop Geres, Commander Kichard Dacres. The 
Ariadne and Ceres crowded sail in pursuit, and at noon the 
former ship succeeded in bringing the sternmost American 
ship — the Alfred — ^to close action^ Here was an opportunity 
for the display of i>rowess, but Captain Thompson, of whose 
“proper spirit” we have already given a sample,^ did not think 
proper to avail himself of it. Though his sJiip was greatly 
superior to the Aiiadno, he left Captfuii Hinman to his fate, 
and the Alfred fell an easy pi-ey to the British ships. The 
Alfred mounted when captured twenty long 9-pounders, and 
had a crew of 180 men. The Ariadne was a ship of 429 
tons, and her main deck guns were 9-pounders. The Kalcigh 
succeeded in reaching America, where Captain Thompson 
was “relieved from the command” of the ship, and Cap- 
tain J ohn Bariy, an officer of considerable merit, who had 
distinguished himself ;m the Lexington, appointed to the 
command. 

An event now occurred in the British waters which caused 
no slight sensation. The British government, regardless of 
the sjffisty of our own shores, had not reserved a squadron of 
any importance to be employed upon it. A few small ships 
dispersed about the coasts of England and Scotland, were 
considered sufficient to secure thein from insult ; the sequel, 
however, proved the folly of such a presumptiom The iin- 
j protected condition of many of our seaports, and especially 
mercantile ports, had been frequently represented to Con- 
gress by the American commissioners at Paris, and plans were 
submitted by Mr. Silas Deane ^ for burning Livoi'pool, Bristol, 
and other ports, as far back as 1776. In order to carry this de- 
sign into execution, it was necessary to procure the services of 
persons intimately acquainted with the localities to be destroyed, 

‘ 8ee p. 244, ante. * See p. 246, ante. 

^ The supposed abettor of the incendiary Jack the Painter. 
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and John Paul Jones was selected for the contemplated work 
of destruction. Captain Jones was a native of Bbotland, and 
having for years be^^n engaged in mercantile vessels, was well 
acquainted with the coasts marked out. He was appointed to 
command the 18-gun ship Ranger, in which he left Ameilca 
the beginning of the year. He aiTive<l at Brest, and having 
refitted his ship, quitted that port on the 10th of April, 1778. 
Careful to lose no time, Jones attempted on the 17th to burn 
the shipping and town of Whitehaven. Two parties landed 
in the night ; the forts were seized and the guns spiked, the 
few look-outs that were in the works being confined. In 
effecting this duty, Captain Jones was foremost in person, 
for having once sailed out of the port, he was famdiai’ with 
the situation of the place. An accident common to both 
the parties into which the expedition had been divided, was 
the principal cause of the object of the expedition being 
defeated. They had brought candles in their lanterns to 
serve for lights and torches, and when it became necess^iry to 
use them for the latter purpose, it was foimd that all had 
been consumed As the day was appearing, the party under 
Lieutenant Wallingford returned to the boat without having 
effected anything; but Captain Jones sent to a detached 
building and obtained a uandle. With this, he boarded a 
large ship, kindled a fire in her steerage, and by placing a 
barrel of tar over the spot, soon had the vessel in flames.^ 
Captain Jones and his party then put off under a fire from 
the shore, and the alarm having been given, the 2:)cople of the 
town and shipping came together in gi-eat numbers, and 
extinguished the flames. 

Captain Jones’s next exploit was at Sfc. Maiy’s Isle, the 
seat of the earl of Selkii'k, where a pm'ty landed, with 
Captain Jones at their head, with the view, it i'S stated, 
of obtaining possession of the person of tlie earl of Selldrk. 
But liis lordship being abseiit, the party demanded tlie family 
plate ; this was given, and Paul Jones and liis men made 
off with their plunder. The Ranger then crossed over to Car- 
rickfergus, where the 18-gun ship sloop Drake, Commander 
George Burdon, was at anchor. The Ranger had attemptcid to 
carry this ship a few days previously l)y boarding, l>ut owing 

‘ Cooper’s History of the United States JSTavy, rtil. i. p. 168. 
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to tlie atichor’s not having been let go in ume, the Ranger 
was obliged to slip and stand out to sea again. On the 24th 
of April, the Ranger having naade her appearance off the bay^ 
Captain Burdon sent a boat out to reconnoitre, which 
went alongside, and the officer and crew were of course 
made prisoners. Observing the capture of the boat, the 
chaT'acter of the stranger was no longer doubtful j and the 
Drake was slioi*tly afterwards under sail, and worldiig out of 
the harbour. It was dusk before the Drake arrived up with 
the Ranger, when an action commenced, but the night coming 
on very tliiek, the combatants parted. On the 2^th, the 
action was renewed by the Drake, notwithstanding the 
superior force to which she was oi)posed ; but after an action 
of rather more than an lioui', Captain Burdon and his only 
lieutenant (William Dobbs) ^ l>eing killed, and twenty-two 
of lier crew killed or wounded, besides being much crippled 
in her spai's, the Drake surrendered.^ Captain Jones carried 
Ixis prize into Brest, previously landing his prisoners on the 
coast of Scotland. 

The conduct of France, at length, drew down the anger of 
the Eritisli ; and a fleet was fitted out, the command of 
wliicii wixs conferred upon Admiral the Hon. Augustus 
Keppel. War had not been forifially declared between the 
two nations, but the liostile feelings of each were so ■well 
known that its declaration w^as daily looked for, and both 
held themselves in readiness. The French had a powerful 
fleet in Brest, consisting of fine new ships. 

On the 12th of Juno, Admiral Keppel put to sea, with 
twenty sail of the line, three frigates, and a fire-ship, having 

’ Tin's officer only joined the Drake a few hours previously to her 
putting to sea ; he belonged to the 61 -gun ship Defiance. 

® The crew of the Drake was more nuineroais than has been generally 
.supposed. The exact number borne upon her books at the time of the 
action, including officers, supernumeraries, and boys, was 151, and it 
appears probable, from this excess over the Drake*a established com- 
plement (100 men), that she had been employed in volunteering and 
pressing men on the coasts of Scotland and Ireland. An extensive draft 
of her original, and doubtless best, men, had been made to other ships a 
few months previously, and judging from the large ntimber on board 
rated landsmen, we imxy conclude that the general quality of the whole 
was exceptionable. Tlie stronge.s*t proof of their general worthlessness is 
found in the fact that upwards of 20 volunteered for the rebel service. 
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discretionary power. On the 17th, being off the Lizard, 
two ffigates and a s<jhooner were discovered, which the admi- 
ral ordered the Arethusa and Milford to pursue. The 32-gun 
fiigate Arethufeu, Captain Sainuel JIarshall, towards night 
arrived up with the stranger, which was the iVeneh 40-gim 
frigate Belle-Poule. Captain Marshall hailed, and requested 
the stranger to accompany him to the admiral. This request 
being refused, the Arethusa fired a shot across the French 
ship^s bows, and received in return her broadside. The 
action then commenced, and continued at close quarters 
without intermission for two hours, when the Belle-Poule 
made sail, and, being less ciit up in sails, succeeded in getting 
under the land. The Arethusa was in a disabled condition, 
and had eight men killed and tliirty-six wounded. The 
Belle-Poule had four officers and foity-four men killed, and 
fifty w'ounded. 

The 12-gun cutter Alert, Commander W. G. Fairfax, 
gallantly attacked the schooner, having first hailed with the 
same result as the Arethusa. Aftei' some little fighting, 
Captain Faitfax laid the schooner alongside, and, after mucli 
hard fighting, carried her. The schooner wfis the Courier, 
mounting ten guns, with a numerous crew, of which she had 
five killed and seven mortally wounded. The Alert had two 
mortally and two severely wounded. 

The Milford, Captain Sir William Burnaby, and the 74- 
gun ship Hector, compelled the other frigate to haul down 
her colours. This was the 32Tgnn Irigate Liconie. On the 
18th, the French 32-gun frigate Pallas was also detained by 
the British fleet, and sent into I^l^miouth ; and Admiral 
Keppel, having obtained intelligence from this ship that 
the French fleet consisted of thirty-two sail of the line, re- 
turned to Spithead for a reinforcement. 

On the 11th of July, the British fleet, consisting of the 
following ships, departed in search of the French. 

[ Admiral the Hon. A. Keppel (blue) 
Rear-Admiral John Campbell 
Captain Jonathan Faulkner 
Vice-Adm. Sir liobt. Harland (red) 
j Captain J oseph Prescott 
5 Vice-Admiral Sir Hugh Palliser (blue) 

( Captain J olm Bazeley 


Guns. Ships. 

100 Victory 


S Queen . . 
Formidable 



36i 


BATTIKS OF 


Guns. Ships. 

Dulce .......... Captain William Brereton 

Sandwich ...... ' ,, Bichard Edwards 

Prince George . . Sk John Eindsey, K1.B. 

Ocean ; ...... „ John Laforey 

80 Fondroyant .... ,, John Jervis 

Courageux . . .... „ Bight Hon. Xord Mulgrave 

Thunderer ... .. „ Hon. B. B. Walsingham 

Valiant ........ Hon. J. L. GoWer 

Terrible ,, Sir Biohard Biokerton 

Vengeance . . . . . .. ,> Michael Clemeuts 

Monarch ,, Joshua Bowley 

Hector..." „ Sir John Hamilton 

74 Centaur ... ,, Philips Coshy 

Shrewsbury .... „ Sir J olin L. Boss 

Cumberland .... ,, Joseph Peyton 

Berwick ,, Hon. Keith Stewart 

Elizabeth ,, Hon. FTOderick Maitland 

Bobust ,, Alexander Hood 

Egniont ,, John Carter Allen 

^BamilUes „ Bobert Digby 

'' Exotfir. ......... ,, J. N. P. Nott 

^ Stirling Castle . . ,, Sir Charles Douglas 

Bienfiuaant . . . . . ,, John Macbride 

C4 -I Vigilant ,, Bichard Kingsrnill 

Worcester ,, Mark Jiobinson 

j America „ Bight Hon. Lord Longford 

L Defiance „ Samuel C. Goodall 

Frigates — Arethuaa^ Proserpine^ Milford/ Fox,, Andromeda, and Lively ; 

Pluto and Vulcan fire-ships, and Alert cutter 


The French king, using the capture of the frigates as a 
pretext, gave orders for hi.s fleet to make reprisals, Comte 
d’Orvilliers sailed from Brest on the 8th July, with one ship 
of 110 guns, one of ninety-two, three of eighty, thirteen of 
seventy-four, twelve of sixty-four, and one of fifty guns, and 
thirteen frigates. The admiral’s flag was in the 110-gun 
ship Bretagne, the lai'gest and finest ship afloat. Tlxis fleet, 
exclusive of the fngates, carried 2,222 guns; but although 
the ^British fleet carried more, the advantages arising from 
the lieavier metal of the French slops, and their superior 
sailing qualities, more than compensated for the deficiency. 
In number of men the French greatly exceeded the British. 

On tlui 23rd of July, the two fleets came in sight ; but 
the French being to windward, evaded every attempt to 
bring on an action. On the 27th, the British fleet, in con- 
sequence of the chase and variableness of tlie wind, was 
much separated ; and the wind shifting about four points. 
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enabled it to lay up for the French fleet. To bring his fleet 
into a more compact order, Keppel signalled several ships 
of Sir Hugh Palliser ’s division to chase to windward. At 
9h. A. M,, the French fl<iet formed on the starboard tack, 
the Biitish being then on the larboard, close hauled. At 
1 Oh. 4:5m., being then upon the weather quarter of the 
enemy, the British fleet tacked ; but the wind he^iding a 
little, threw the British more to leeward. Soon afterwards 
a dai*k squaU came on, which obscured the two fleetKS from 
view of each other for nearly half an hour, and on its clearing 
off, the wind fell light, and the French fleet was observed 
endeavouring to form on the larboard tack. Having fallen 
to leeward in the squall, the French admiral found that he 
covdd not cross the British with his whole fleet, and there- 
fore determined on bearing up and passing along the British 
line to windward with his most advanced ships. This we 
endeavour to illustrate by a diagram. 



At about llh. 45m., the Victory opened fire upon the 
Bretagne, to which succeeded the. Ville de Paris, ninety* two. 
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and each ship of the Frendi line as she passed to windward. 
The Britisli van escaped with little danger or loss ; but the 
rear division, under Sir Hugh Palliser, suffered consideiubly, 
owing to the slow progress of the French ships, when be- 
calmed by the cannonading. At Ih. 30rn, p.m., the French 
fleet having passed along the British line, Keppel made the 
signal to Aveax' and follow the enemy, and the Yictory and 
other ships of the Blue division wore accordingly ; but inany 
having received several shot between wind and water on the 
starboard side, found it impracticable to continue on the lar- 
board tack. The admiral therefore wore rouixd upon the 
starboard tack, and edged away, to be ready to cover his 
disabled sliips, in case the French admiral should attempt to 
renew the action. After passing the British line as de- 
scribed, the French admiral came to the wind on the star- 
board tack, on the Jee-lieam of the British fleet ; but, owing 
in part to some misunderstanding of Sir Hugh Palliser, 
who did not close witli the Blue or Keppel’s division as they 
edged away in chase, the action was not renewed. This has 
been attributed to the l)ad code of signals in use at the time, 
which caused much delay in sending messages by fiigates.^ 
The loss of the Biitish fleet was as follo ws : — 


Ships, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Ships. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

VAN. 



Prince George . . 

5 

15 

Monarch 

2 

9 

Vengeance .... 

4 

18 

Exeter . 

4 

6 

REAK. 



Queen ........ 

1 

2 

Worcester .... 

3 

5 

Shrewsbury .... 

3 

0 

Elizabeth 



7 

Berwick 

10 

11 


3 

17 

Stirling Castle . . 

2 

11 

Kobust 

5 

17 

CENTRE. 



Formidable .... 

16 

49 

Couragoux .... 

6 

13 

Ocean 

2 

18 

Thunderer .... 

2 

5 

America ...... 

1 

17 

Vi-oril-ant 

2 

s 

Terrible \ 

9 

21 

Sandwich 

2 

20 

Egraont 

12 

19 

Valiant 

6 

26 

Ilamilliea 

12 

16 


11 

24 




Foudroyant .... 

5 

18 

Total . 

133 

373 


* Courts-martial ensued upon Admirals Keppel and Palliaer ; but the 
whole became a party squabble, and the dlffereiit partisans gave so varied 
a colour to the transactions that it is most difficult to Bay to whom the 
blame of not renewing the action really attached. 
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The Foarmidabie had Lieutenant Nicholas GHiJord ; the 
Shrewsbury, Lieutenant William Sam well ; the Mizabeth, 
her surgeon ; and the Prince George, Lieutenant of maiines 
John McDonald, wounded* The French loss amounted to 
163 killed and 519 wounded. 

On the 8th of July, the 14-gun sloop Ost-rich, Commander 
Peter Rainier, on the J ainaioa station, in company with the 
lO-gini armed brig Ijowestoffe’s Prize, chased a large brig. 
After a long run, tlie Ostrich brought the brig, which was 
the Anierican privateer Polly, to action, and, after an en- 
gagement of three hours’ dmittion (by which time the Lowes- 
toSe’s Prize had arrived up and taken part in the contest), 
compelled her to siirrender. The prize, besides her armament 
of sixteen long 6 and 9-pounders, . mounted twenty-three 
swivels and eight cohorns, and her crew amounted to 170, 
of which number the captain and a gr eat many men were 
killed. When hoarded, twenty-three men were found dead 
upon her deck, and several were tlirown overboard previous to 
her surrender. The Ostrich’s crew did not exceed 120 men. 
The master and four men were killed, and Captain R^iinier, 
Lieutenant L. O’Brien, and twenty-eight men wounded. 
Captain Rainier was wounded by a mxrslcet-ball through the 
left breast ; he could not* however, be prevailed upon to go 
below, but remained on deck till the close of the action. He 
was posted, and appointed to command tire 61-gim ship 
Burford. 

On the 25th of July, the 32-guu frigate Pearl, Captain 
George Montagu, ca})tured olf Sandy Hook, after a smart 
action, in which three men were killed fmd fourteen 
wounded, the American 2G-guri privateer Industry. The 
activity of Sir George Collier on this station materially 
checked the hordes of privateers sent to sea by the Ameri- 
cans, and his tenders made a large number of prizes. 

On the 10th of August, a British stjuadron, under Com- 
modore Sir Edward Vernon, consisting of the following 
ships. 

Guns. Ships. 

-rj- ^ i Commodore Sir Edward Vernon 

60 Eippon ■••••• I Captain George Young 

28 Coventry . . 1 . . . ,, Benjamin Marlow 

24 Seahorse ...... „ J. A. Panton 

16 Cormorant .. .. „ William Owen 

Armed ship Valentine .... •*^mes Ogilvie 
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being off Pondicherry, encountered a French squadron, con- 
^sting of the 64-gttn ship Brillant, 86-gun frigate Pourvoyant, 
32-gim fiigate Sai^ine, and two armed cKJuntiy slups 
twenty-four guns each, commanded by Commodore^ 

The action was commenced by the Itippon, at about 
2h. 45m. P.M., and continued at close quarters till 41iu 45m., 
when the enemy made sail, and, being less crippled in spars 
and faster sailers, escaped into Pondicherry. Tim number 
of killed and wounded is believed to have been severe on 
both sides. Although Sir Edward Vernon frequently offered 
battle to M. de Tronjolli, he wdfe unable to bring him again 
to action ; but on the 25th of October, the Seahorse engaged 
and took the Sartine, which, being a fine ship only two years 
old, was taken into the British navy. 

On the 10th of September, the 28-gun frigate Fox, Captain 
the Hon. Thomas Windsor, off the French coast, was chased 
by the French 34'gun frigate Jiinon, Vicomte de Beaumont. 
The weather being thick, the Junon was not perceived until 
close aboard the Fox ; upon which the latter hove to, and 
awaited the enemy’s approach. An action conmienced, and 
lasted three hours, wlien the Fox, being totally dismasted, 
several guns disabled, eleven men killed, and Captain Windsor 
and forty- nine wounded, many of whom mortally, hauled 
down her ooloui's. The armament of the Fox consisted of 
twenty-four long 9-pouiiders and four 4-pounders, and her 
crew of 200 men ; while that of the Junon was twenty-eight 
long twelves and six 6-}>ounders, with a crew of 330 men. 

On tlie 25 th of September, the United States 32 -gun 
fiigate Baleigh, Captain John Barry, alter an action of an 
hour and a hall^ was diiven on shore near Boston, and sur- 
rendered. l^he boats of the Experiment, Captain. Sir James 
Wiilla.ce, and Unicorn, being close to the ship, rendered it 
necessary for Captain Barry and his crew to make an expe- 
ditious escape. The Ealeigh’s boats not being sufficient to 
contain all the crew, a number became piisoners of war. 
Mr. Cooper states that the Unicom had ten men killed aiul 
many wounded ; and that she was so much cut up by the 
fire ot the Ealeigh, that after the action she lost her inasta 
The same writer also stages that the Raleigh had twenty-five 
men killed and wounded; but we are unable to find any 
corroboration of these statements. The Raleigh was got off 
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without damage, and added to the British navy as a 
12-pounder 32-gun fiigate. 

On the 20tb of October, the 60-gun ship J^upiter, Captain 
John Heynolds, and 28-gun frigate Medea, Captain James 
Montagu, cruising off the coast of Spain, engaged the French 
64-gun sliip Triton, The Triton, ^ter an action of short 
duration, made off, and had thirteen men kdled and thiity 
wounded. The Jupiter had three men killed and three mor- 
tally and eight slightly wounded. The Medea took no part 
in the action. 

On the 3rd of November, the 9-pounder 28-gun frigate 
Maidstone, Captain Alan Gardner, cruising off the Chesa- 
peake, observed at a little past midnight a sail bearing north- 
east, steering to the eastward before the wind. The Maid- 
stone was quickly under a crowd of s^iil in pursuit, and at 
31 l 30m. A.M. got alongside the stranger, which hoisted 
French colours. An action at close quarters commenced ; 
but after engaging an hour, the Maidstone had received so 
much injury in sails and rigging from the langridge fired by 
the enemy, that she was under the necessity of heaving to 
to repair her damages. At daybreak another ship hove in 
sight, which made signals to the Maidstone ; and as they 
were not understood, it was concluded that she was a consoH 
of the enemy ; but not closiiig with the British frigate, the 
latter again made sail after her antagonist. At noon, Cap- 
tain Gardner brought the enemy a second time to action, and 
at Ih. P.M. compelled her to surrender. The prize was the 
French 40-gun ship Lion, 12 and 6-pounders, Captain 
James Mitchell, with a crew of 216 men, of which she had 
eight killed and eighteen wounded. The Maidstone had 
four killed, and Captain Gardner and eight men wounded. 
The Lion, w liicli was laden with sugar and tobacco, had four 
feet water in her hold when she struck. 

1779. — On the 3 1st of January, the 32-gun frigate Apollo, 
Captain Philemon Pownoll, cruising off the French coast, 
chased a frigate and a convoy of ten sail. At Ih. 30m. a.m., 
being off Bt. Biieux, and close to the rocks, the Apollo 
brought to the fiigate, and, after an action of one hour and a 
half, compelled her to surrender. The prize was the French 
26-gun frigate Oiseau, Chevalier de Tarade> and had on board 
224 men. The Apollo had six men killed, and Captain 



270 BATTLES or [1779. 

Pownoll, liis two lieutenants, and nmeteen men wounds 
two mortally. The master, John Milbum, who brought the 
action to its successful close, does not appear to have received 
any reward. 

On the 14th of March, the lO-gun cutter Battlesnahe, 
Lieutenant William Knell, being o& the Isle of Wight, got 
sight, at daybreak, of two French cutters. The Ilattlesnake 
chased to within twelve miles of Havre, and at Ih. 30m, P:H. 
brought the largest to close action ; the other then tacked 
and closed the Battlesnake. This unequal contest was main- 
tained till 4h., when the largest cutter hauled down her 
colours. Her consort then endeavoured to make off; but 
Lieutenant Knell, anxious to secure both, chased, and having 
arrived close alongside, gallantly boarded at the head of 
his men, and compelled her to surrender. In the mean time, 
however, his foi’iner |u*ize repaired damages, and 1 ‘ehoisting 
her colours, escaped into port. The prize was the Frelon de 
Dunkerque, mounting twelve carriage-guns, with a crew of 
eighty-two men, and was considered the fastest-sailing cutter 
out of France ; she Iiad her captain and twelve men killed 
and thirty wounded. Lieutenant Knell, one midshipman, 
and ten men were wounded. The commander of the lUttle- 
snake was most deservedly promoted. 

On the 18th of March, the 32-gun frigate Arethusa, Cap- 
tain Charles H, Everitt, chased a French frigate close to 
Brest. A line-(jf-battle ship in the outer road of Brest was 
despatched to the assistance of the frigate ; and the Ai'ethusa, 
in endeavouring to escape from this latter enemy, struck on 
a rock in the night near Molines, and went to pieces. The 
crew were saved, but, with the cxcep>tion of a boat’s ci‘ew, 
which escaj)ed with much difficulty, were made prisoners. 

On the 30t]i of March, the 12-gun cutter Kite, lieu- 
tenant Henry Trollope, cruising off Portland, was fired iiito 
by a French frigate, and sustained much damage. The 
frigate oljserviiig a deepdj^-ladeu brig to windward, quitted 
the Kite, and stood towards the merchant vessel ; and while 
the Kite was repairing damages, an 18-gun privateer brig 
bore down, and brought her to action. Lieutenant Trollope 
attacked tins new opponent, and reduced her to a wreck, 
having shot away her mainmast, and killed a great many of 
her crew : but the Kite was so much injui'ed, that it was 
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impossible to make a prize of tlie brig. The Kite had only 
four men wounded. Lieutenant Trollope was immediately 
promoted. 

A French expedition having been fitted out against the 
Channel islands, intelligeriee thereof was conveyed to Ports- 
mouth. Captains J. L, Gidoin, in the 32-gun ship Rich- 
mohd, and Sir James Wallaoe, in the 50>giiii ship Expeii- 
ment, having with them four frigates and seven smaller 
vessels, were instantly sent to Jersey. The squadron sepa- 
rated and took different courses, and on the 13th of May 
the Experiment and squadron drove on shore in Cancale 
Bay, a division of the French force, all of which were 
destroyed except the 34-gun frigate Danae, vrhich was 
brought off. The British were, for a time, exposed to a 
severe fire from the batteries, but which tlie Experiment 
silenced, after which the French sliips were destroy ed with- 
out difiiculty. Two men wei’e killed, and tliirteen w>^oundcd 
on board the Experiment, and the 14~gim sloop Cabot, 
Commander Edward Dodd, had her x^urser and tw’O men 
wounded. 

On the 26th of May, the 50-gun ship Jupiter, Captain 
John Reynolds, cruisixxg pff Cjq>^ Finistcrre, chased a large 
outward-bound We>st India convoy', under charge of a French 
squadron of five sail of the line, and some frigates. Having 
closed with the convoy in the night, Ca])tiun Rey nolds sxic- 
ceeded in caj^turing one of the merchant ships, into which 
ho x)ut a jxrize crew; but, being observed, the Jai-go ships 
chased the Juj>iter, recaptured the j)i-ize, and the British 
ship escajjed with difficulty. Captain Reynolds, the master, 
and two or three men, were wounded in engaging a frigate, 
which endeavoured to jjrevcnt their taking x^ossession of the 
merchant ship. 

On the 31st of May, the 32-gun«frigate Licorne, Cax)tain 
the Honourable Thomas Cadogan, cax)tured the Freiidi 
24-gun x>riva.teer Audacieuse after a smart action, in which 
the latter had twenty-two men killed and seventeen 
wounded, , and the Licorne one man wounded. 

On the 2nd of June, the French 36-giin frigate Prudente 
was cax:>tured in the Bight of Leogane, St. Domingo, by the 
64- gun ship Ruby, acting Captain Michael John Everitt, 
accompanied by the ^Eolus frigate and Jamaica sloox^. As 
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the Kuby arrived up with the Prudente, the latter opened a 
fire from her stern chasers, by which Captain Everitt and 
one seaman were killed. The Prudente was added to the 
British navy under the same name. 

Comte d’Estaing, whose proceedings on the North Ame- 
rican coast we have just noticed, having quitted the latter, 
steered for the West Indies, when the fleet under his com- 
mand comprised two 80-gun ships, twelve of seventy-four, 
eight of sixty-four, and three of fifty guns ; besides ten frigates. 
The British force on the station consisted of the following : — 


90 Princess Royal . 
f Prince of Wales . 
Conqueror 


74 


70 


04 


00 


Suffolk 

Royal Oak . . . 
Magnificent . 

Fame 

Sultan 

Albion 

Elizabeth 

Cornwall 

Grafton ..... 

Bo3me 

I" I’niflent 

Nonsuch . . . . . 
Stirling Castle 
Yarmouth , . . 
Lion ....... 

Vigilant 

Monmouth . . , 
Medway 


1 Vice-Aihn. Hon. John Byron (blue) 

I Captain William Blair 
1 Vice-Adm. Hon. S. Barrington (blue) 
^ Captain Benjamin Hill 
I Rear-Adm, Hyde Parker (red) 

^ Captain H. Harwood 
i Rear-Adm. J osbua Rowley (blue) 

1 Captain H'. 0. Christian 
,, Thomas Fitzherbert 

„ John Elphinetone 

,, John Buchart 

„ Alan Gardner 

„ George Bowyer 

,, ^ William Truscott 

,, Timothy Edwards 

,, Thomas Cqllingwood 

,, Herbert Sawyer 

„ A. J. P. Molloy 

,, Walter Griffith 

,, Bol)ert Carket 

,, Nathaniel Bateman 

,, Hon. W. Cornwallis 

,, Sir Digby Bent 

„ Rol>ert Fanshawe 

,, William Afiieck 


D’Estaiug overpowered Grenada after a defence, which 
cost the besiegers neajSy 400 men, and also took the island 
of St. Vincent. This latter Vice-Admiral Byron determined 
to recapture, and departed from St. Lucia on the 3rd of J uly, 
ill order to attempt it, having in company a fieet of trans- 
ports, with troops under Major-General Grant. Being off 
St. Vincent’s, intelligence was received that a large fleet had 
been seen steering for Grenada, and thither the British fleets 
proceeded. At daybi'eak on the 6th, the French fleet was 
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obsei’ved in St. George’s Bay getting imderweigli with a light 
air of wind. The Yice- Admiral, deeming the enemy’s force 
infeiior, made the signal for a general chase to the soiith-wevSt, 
and for each ship to engage as she arrived up. The leading 
British ships close haided on the larboard tack were, the 
Prince of Wales, Boyne, and Sultan, and they having a fresh 
sea-breeze from east-iioilh-east, while the French were 
nearly^ becalmed under the land, were at 7h. fired upon by 
the enemy, but at too great a distance to cause much execu- 
tion, As the sea-breeze extended itself to the French £eet, 
the ships, before lying in a cluster, were enabled to form 
their line of battle by bearing away on the starboard tack 
across the bows of the British. The enemy’s force was then 
first discovered to be superior j but, notwithstanding their 
gi’eat superiority, Vice-Admiral Byron made the signal for 
a close er igagement. It was here that the superior sailing 
of the French ships became observable. All the French 
ships wrcre coppered, and for the most part fine large ships ; 
but not so the British. The Prince of Wales, Boyne, and 
Sultan, gallantly commenced the action at about 7h. 30m. 
A.M., and the whole British line soon afterwards became 
exposed to the enemy’s fire, as the French fleet passed to 
leeward, steering about north-^vest. The Grafton, Corn wall, 
and Lion, being the British rear ships and to leeward o 
their stations, suflered very^ much, being exposed to the fire 
of the whole Frencli line, and the Monmouth, having bore 
up to close the enemy’s van, \vas completely disabled. It 
appears possible that, had the fleet bore up together at this 
time, a close and decisive action miglit have been brought 
on. This we endeavour to illustrate by a small diagram. 
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The opportunity was lost when the two fleets had passed ; 
for D’Estaing, having at lOh. cleared the British rear, tacked, 
and hauled close to the wund, with the intention of cutting 
off the disabled British sMps and the transports. ']‘'o frus- 
trate this design, Vice-Admiral Byron tacked and bore up 
to their support, and the French fleet was enabled to escape 
to windward. The ships which sustained most dirmage were 
the Monmouth, Grafton, Cornwall, and Lion ; the latter lost 
her fore and main topmast, and was reduced to an un- 
manageable state. Tlic loss on board the diflerent sliips will 
be sho wn by tlie following table : — 


S:U|)S, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Ships. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

(Suflblk 

7 

25 

Albion ........ 


0 

J>oyi)e 

12 

80 
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() 
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12 
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o 
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2 (> 

40 

Lion 

21 

30 
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8 

11 
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16 

27 
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« 
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25 

28 t 

Pri ed way 

4 

4 

G rafton ........ 

85 

63 ; 

Sultan 

16 

39 

Total ..... 

183 

' 346 ' 

PrinoeKB Itoyal . . 

a 
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The ofHcers killed were Lieutenants W. B. Parrey (Boyal 
Oak), John Hutchings (Grafton), Jonah Veale, of the 
marines (Sultan), and Nicott Brown, gunner (Grafton) ; 
and the wounded were Vice-Admiral Barrington, Lieute- 
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nantis William Bett (Grafton), Richards, of the marines 
(Royal Oak), Caldwell, 46tli regt. (Sultan), Bowdens, 4tli 
regt. (Magnificent). The French loss aniounted to 1,200 
jnen killed and 1,500 wounded. 

D’Estaing retarned to St. George’s Bay, and the Britisli 
made sail for St. Christopher s, and anchored in Basseterre 
Road>s on the 15th of July. While Vice-Admiral Byron 
was refitting his fleet, D’Estaing appeared off the roadstead 
with twenty-eight sail of the line, but did not venture upon 
an attack, and the British' fleet not being then in a condi- 
tion to put to sea, the enemy, after parading some time, 
made sail for Cape Francois. 

The ISTorth American squadron during the active portion 
of this year was under the command of Commodore Sir 
George Collier.^ His squadron consisted of the (> 4-gun ship 
Baisonnable, beaiing his broad pendant; the Isis, fifty; thret^ 
44-guii ships, eight frigates; and twenty-four sloops and 
smaller vessels. Sir Heiuy Clinton, commander-in-chief of 
the forces, having received intelligenco that the American.s 
had collected a great quantity of stores iind magazines in 
Virginia, determined it possible to destroy them. He con- 
certed with Sir George Qollier, and embarked a body of 
2,500 infantry, under command of Major-General Edward 
Matthew. Sir George Collier undertook the comma, nd of tlie 
naval part of the expedition, and with tlie llaisonna.ble, Rain- 
bow, aiid Otter, Captains Francis II. Evans arul Ilicljiird 
Croyk, and Diligent and Haerlem sloops?, and Cornwallis 
galley, saile<l Itoiii New York on the 5th of May. The ex- 
pedition arrived ofl‘ the Cape of Virginia on the 8th. On the 
9tb, shipping were observed at the entrance of James’s River 
getting uuderweigh, and afterwards running up Elizabeth- 

^ The want of active flag-officers was felt at that j>eriod as it wonlil 
be now, were the country to be involved in war. Proniotioiis were, it 
is true, aTinually made to flag rank, but they came on so slowly tluat it 
•was not until officers were nearly superannuated that they attained to 
that distinetiori. The junior captain in 1779 to the rank of 

rear-mlmiral was Sir John Lockliart Itoss, who had been twenty- three 
years on the list of jmst-captains. Tlie senior captain (in 18.51) upon the 
active list has held that rank for 35 years ; and the son of the above- 
named Sir George Collier, tlie late Rear-Admiral Sir Francis Augustus 
Collieiv O.B., K.C.H., was thirty-dght year's on the captains* list. 

^ Since termed I^iscataqua River. 
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and Jamo6 livei's. The squadron anchored in Hampton 
Roads, and as Boon as the tide made up, Sir George shifted 
his broad pendant to the Rainbow, she drawing less water, 
and proceeded up the Elizabeth Riwer with some of tlie 
smallc^r vessels in pursuit of the American shipping, apd also 
to land the troops. On the lOth, it was calm, and the 
sqiiadron being unable to sail higher up, owing to the 
wMiit of w'ind and intricacy of the channel, Major-General 
Ma.tthew embarked the first division of troops in Hat boats, 
and undei' cover of the Cornwallis galley, and two gun-boats, 
pr(>cee<led to the intended place of debarkation, about five 
miles distant. At 3h. p.m. the troops landed at the Glebe, 
tln*ee miles below tlie town of Portsmouth, and beyond the 
range of the heavy guns of Fort Nelson. A breeze enabled 
tlie Rainbo\v a.ii.cl squadron to folloAV ; and the whole of the 
troops effected a landing. While General Mattlicw Tvas 
luaiving ])i*eparations to investr Fort Nelson, the garrison, 
finding their ret reat would be cut off if the prepai’ations were 
coTiijileted, evacuatf?d tlic fort lieforc the Brifcisli could obtain 
command of tlie .south branch of the river. The army then 
took possession, of Portsmouth, where the troops encamped, 
the inliabitaiits having fled. Previously to evacuating Fort 
Nelson, tlie Americans sot fire to the ships building in the 
dockyard, including a Hue frigate ju.st ready for launching. 
The flixnies quickly s]u-ead, and several vessels were involved 
in the destruction. The troop.s undci’ Colonel Garth ellected 
tin? destruction of the magazine.s, and also obtained posse.ssioii 
of Norfolk. ImTnen,se <piantitie.s of jiro visions and stores 
were eaiiturod or destroyed at the.se p>laces. 

Sii* Geoigc (■olliei\ thinking that many of the enemy’s 
vf-s.seis had ]ienetrat<Kl higher uj> tlie river, desjiatched in 
pursuit the Ournwallis galley, two gun-boats, four Hat boats, 
and four ]>riv'ateers, «11 under the command of Lieutenant 

Rose Bradlc}'^, assisted ]»y Lieutenaniis Hitclicoek and 

(Jlcinent Jolinson. The party succeeded in captiuing and 
bun dug a great imriibcr of vessels, some on the stacks and 
nearly completed. Tlie 14-guii privateer Black Snake, which 
was one of tlie ve.ssels captured, offered a stout resistance. 
Ailer being caniioimded by the gun-boats for some time, she 
was at length l>c»arded and carried with loss of part of lier 
defenders ; and two men belonging to tlie British were 
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woiinded. While the transports and squadron were engaged 
in the Elizabeth River, Captain C^reyk. in the Otter, with a 
si|uadron of small craft, was despatched by Sir George Collier 
np the rnain branch of the Cliesapeakc. This expedition 
succeeded peifectly. Many vessels vajuably laden were cap- 
tiirod and destroyed. Fort Nelson was razed ; aiul on the 
17th, a strong detachment of the 42iid regiment, uiidei* 
Colonel Stirling, escorted by giin-boats, destroyed a large 
quantity of qniblic stores at K enipe’s landing in PrmcessAnne 
county. On the 22nd, another ox])edition destroyed six 
vessels on the stocks in Tanners Creek, incdiiding a privateer 
]:)ierced for sixteen guns, and nearly ready for launching.' 
The intrinsic value of the naval and military stores shipped 
on board tlie tra^nsports, and conveyed to New York, was 
considerable, and the loss to the Americans was incalculably 
severe. Tlie number of vessels captured or destroyed ex- 
ceeded 130, including one 24-guu. vslu[> ahno.st rigged, one 
3 6 -gun frigate nearlyiliiished, and live pi’i vat eers of eighteen, 
sixteen, and fourteen guns. The stpiadron leturned to Bandy 
Hook on the 28th of May, having seventeen valuable prizes 
in company. 

Sir Henry Clinton, liaving . received information that the 

' Sir Oreorgo Collier’s official letter con tains n. |>aragra})h tljo iiiiport- 
a-iice of \yhicii seems to liave l>een overiooktril. Had ilie suggestion been 
acted u]>oii, it must bav'e had a great efiV-ct in briugiug to an 

earlier close. After detailing tlie |>roceedings of the squadron, he wrote, 
— “ I have now inlonnecl your excellency of the detail of our military 
operations l>y .sea to the present time. Our succos,s, and tlie pre.scnt 
apj>earauce of things, infinitely exceed our most ^vanguine expeotaiious ; 
and if tJie various accounts the general and myself )i?ive receiv'ed can be 
depended upon, the most flattering hopes of .a return to gl:)edlence to 
their sovereign may he expected from most of this pr<.!virice ; the jieoplc 
seora importunately desirous that the royal standarvi maybe erected, .'in. I 
they give the most positive assurauees that a.li ranks of men will re.^ort 
to it. Permit me, however (as a sca-officer), to observe that this port of 
Portsmouth is an exceeding sftfe and secure asylinn fl.>r ships against an 
enemy, and is not to be forced even l>y groat siq>eriority. The marine 
yard is large and extremely convenient, having a coasideralle stock of 
seasoned tunber, besides gre.at quantities of otluir st.ores. From these 
considei'ations, joined to many others, I am, firmly of opinion that it is a 
measure most essentially necessary for his majesty’s service that this port 
should remain in our bauds, since it appears to me of more I'eal eonse* 
se^j^uence and advantage than an\' other the crown no'ir possesses in 
America ; for by securing thi.s the wdiolc trade of the Chesapeake is at an 
end, and consequently the sinews of the rebellion destroyed. ” 
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Americans were fortifying the posts of Stony Point and 
Vcrplauks, on the Hudson, considered it important to stop 
their progress, and to occupy the saino. Tlie troops intended 
for this serxdce being all in readiness on the arrival of Sir 
George Collier, that officer at once undert-ook to proceed 
with them. The troops returned from V irginia also joined in 
the new expedition, and on the 30th of Mny, the whole 
proceeded up the The Eai son liable led the squadron, 

followed by the 20-gun ship Camilla, Captain John Collins, 
Vulture sloop, Coi7iwallis, Crane, and Philadelphia galleys, 
and two gun-boats. After passing the cJicva-ax-ch-j^Hse 
without aociileiit, Sir George anchored the Raisonnable, shifted 
his broad pendant to the Cainilia, aiul, together with the 
transports, made sail up the north river to Verpianks Point, 
where they ancliored for the niglit. Cii the following morn- 
ing, a body of troops landed on the east side of the idver, 
undc‘r the command of Major-General A^a.ughan, while the 
squadron, with the 17 th, ()3rd, and 64th regin lents, pi*oeeeded 
towards 8tony Point. On the approach of the shipxiing, 
however, the Americans adaiidoned their works on Btony 
Point, and the troops obtained possession of the works after 
a slight show of resistance. Fort de la Fayette, on Verpianks 
Point, Ixeld out till the 2nd of June, when, b}^ the united fire 
of tlie squaflroD and guns mounted on Stony Point, the 
garidson was obliged to surrender. The possession of these 
] joints was of great importance, a:n<l Bir llenty Clinton 
cau.sed thorn to be fortified and ganisoned. 

The ne,\:t conjoint service -was an expedition to Long 
Island Bound, wdiich place had always been a hcarbour for 
small {)rivateer3. vSir George Collier despatched the 50-gun 
ship Ilenown, Captain George I)aw.son ; 32-gun frigate 
Thames, Captain Tyringham How'e ; 14~gun sloop Otter, 
Gommaiider Richard Creyk; and two armed vessels, to block 
up the (^astern entrance to the Sound and New London, while 
ht; himself proceeded in the Cainilia, with the Scorpion and 
Haliiax, through Hell Gate. The commodore effected a 
J unction with the Renown on the 3rd of J uly, and on the 5th 
the whole anchore<l olf Newhaven. One division of tror)]is, 
commanded by Gem>ral Garth, landexi a little to the south of 
Westhaven, and a second, under Gencrral Try on, disembarked 
on the eastern side of the harbour A 3-gun batteiy, which 
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commanded the entrance of the gharhonr, having been cap- 
tured, the squadron entered, and facilitated the junction of 
the two divisions of troops at Newhaven. The public stores, 
and some vessels and ordnance were destroyed, and six field- 
pieces and a privateer ready for sea were brought off. The 
troops re-embarked on the 6th, and on the 8th aiTived off 
Fairfield. Here they again made good their landing, although 
opposed by a formidable party of militia, and a body of con- 
tinental troops. During the march of the troops to Fairfield, 
the enemy unwisely opened a fii*e upon them fi*om the house- 
tops and windows, in revenge for which some of the roy^alist 
party set fire to the houses, and nearly tlie whole town was 
consumed. Several whale-boats were here destroyed. 

On the 9th the troops (jrossed the Sound to liuntingdon 
Bay, for the purpose of procuring profusions, after which the 
fieet returned with them, and anchoi'ed near Norwalk Bay. 
The troops, on landing, were again attacked from the houses, 
and the geneiul ordered the town to be Imrnt. Here five 
large vessels, two priA^ateer brigs on the stocks, and twenty 
•whale-boats, with saw-mills, wareliouses, and stores, Avere 
destroyed. The same measure Avas pursued towards Green- 
field from the same cause ; and tAvo row-boat priA^atcers, Avith 
many Avhale-boats, were* destroyed.^ The expedition Avas 
then recalled to New Yoi'k, and shortly after waixls found 
sufficient occupation in regaining possession of Stony Point, 
AidiKili bad been adroitly surprised and carried bf- a body of 
troops under General Wayne on the night of the lotli July. 
Sir George Collier conducted a squadron up the liver on the 
19th, as soon as the northerly Aviiids which pre Availed would 


‘ It was a great subieot of complaint in England that tliese towns 
should have been so severely dealt with. Tlie American party loudly 
condeiimed tlie proceedings as of great inliumaiiity ; but it should be 
remarked that the act was not contemplated, and tliat the ];)rovocation 
to commit it c:ime from the Americ.atjs. The design of the various 
destriictiA^e expedltrbns was not to distress private individuals, nor to 
attack private jwopiTty. Puhlic and warlike stores, vessels, and means 
of otfence and defence, formed legitimate objects of attack, and any 
wa,iiton destruction of private property "was uniformly forbidden, a.ud 
never resorted to unless provocation of the kind above described was first 
tiominitted. This plan was also followed up during tlie American war 
in 1813-14. Sir George Coriilmm, who commanded in the rivers and at 
the capture of W.ashirigton, studiously avoided attacking private houses, 
unless they were first turned into fortresses or nuide a cover for assailants. 
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allow Mm ; but upon th% approaoli of the shipj>iixg, tbe 
Americans precipitately retreated. 

The expe<iition to the Penobscot was, however, the most 
important. Sir Henry Clinton, considering it desirable to 
establish a j^ost on the Penobscot, had given orders to 
Brigadier-Geneml McLean, who comman4ed the forces at 
Halifax, to detach such part of the troops as he could safely 
spare for that pm^>ose. General MeLeaii personally took 
command of the expedition* The troops destined for this 
service accordingly embarked, and sailed from Halifax undei* 
convoy of the sloops of war Albany, North, and Nautilus, 
Commanders Henry Mowatt, Gerard Selby, amd Thomas 
Farnham. On the 16th of Jmie the expedition reached 
Penobscot Bay, and landed a body of troops on the peninsula 
of Majel>igwadiice, consisting of 4o0 of the 74th regiment, 
commanded by Lieut.-Colonel Campbell, and 200 of the 
82nd. Hei'e they made every exertion to clear the land, in 
order to build a fort ; but the diilicultics with which they 
had to contend wore so great, that the end of Jvdy still found 
them unprej)ared to contend against tlie enemy, w'hich 
was advancing to drive them from their position. On the 
21st of July, General McLean received information that a 
considerabic arniament iiad sailed 'from Boston for the prir- 
]jose of attacldng him, under tlie command of Geiiend Lovell 
and Commodore SaltoiLstall, The works weie at this time 
in a very imfinished state, but immediate pi^jparations Avero 
mad(i for the <liie resception of the enemy. Tiie crews of* the 
three sloops of war were actively emploj'Cd as.sisting to throw 
up batteries and mount guns, and tlie best possible use was 
made of the available means. On tlie 2.5th of July, the 
American flotilla, consisting of thirty-seven sail, cajiie in 
sight; and tlie arim^d vessels, wliose nnited force amounted to 
330 guns and 2;lo() men, in three divisions, attacked the 
defences of the Biitish, while the land fprees, numbering 
about 1,000 more, embarked in boats, and endeavoured to 
effect a landing. The sloops of war and temporaiy batteries, 
however, gave the assailants so warm a reception that they 
retired ; and the attempted landing was also finstratecl. 
Active operations were carried on un til the 12th of August, 
in the coui’se of which the Americans obtained possession of 
the islands on the south side of the harbour, and ejected a 
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landing on the peninsula, where they erected powerful bat- 
teries. General McLean having been informed that an 
attempt to storm the works would be made on the Jiight of 
the 12th, made eveiy prepftration for defence ; but the 
A meri cans suddenly abandoiied their camp and works, and i‘e- 
ernbaTked their jtroops, baggage, and artilleiy. This unlooked- 
fcu‘ retreat was soon, however, accounted for by the ariiv4al 
of a British squadron in the bay on the 14th, under Sir 
George Collier, consisting of the following : — - 


Gutis. Ships. 

(i t Kairtonnablo . . 

Blonde 

Virginia 

Greyhound .... 

20 ^ Camilla 

( Galatea 

14 Otter 


Commodore Sir George Collier 
Caj>taiii Arulrevv^ Barclay 
Jolui Orde 
A rchi 1 );d d D icksofi 
tjohii Collins 
dohii Hovvortli 
lvicba.nl (.'reyk < 


Sir George Collier’s a|)proacli was known to the Americans 
by ineaiia of their look-out vessel, ljut was a-n agreeable 
surprise to Genera] McLean arni his gallant liand. On the 
squadron entering, the Americans appeart^d disposed to dis- 
pute the passage, and formed a crtjscoiit acros.s the river ; 
but tins was mere show,’ for on the advance of the Blonde, 
Vii-ginia, and Galatea, the enemy bore u]) in tlie greatest 
confusion, without liring an etfeetivo shot. Altliougli the 
AinericaiLs could not perha})s have made a veiy successful 
resistance, yet so preci])itato a ilight was not crcMlitable, as a 
list of their squadron will show : — 


Cjuii-S. Ships. 

32 Warren 

22 Sally 

/ Butuaux 

Tlec-ter .... 

on J llcveuge 

^ 1 M OMllKXU th . . . 
i Ilampxlen . . , 
til in Iter ..... 
I Vengeance . . . 

15 < .Black Prince . 
( Sky Rocket . 

Bri^s. 

18 Hazard .... . 

16 Active ...... 


Commodore D. Saltoisstail 
Captain Holmes 
,, W’.-'.tcjrs 

,, Cairns 

„ 11 allot 

„ Boss 

,, >S;iher 

,, Brown 

„ Tiiomaa 

,, AV^est 

,, Burke 

,, Williams 
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Guns. Brigs. 

{ Tyrannicide . . Captain Cathcart 
jl^efiance. . .... 

1 Diligeuce „ Brown 

( Pallas ....... . ,, Johjistone 

12 Providence ... . Hacker 

Together with nineteen sail of transport-veiKtels. It is stated 
hj Cooper ^ that the above consisted chiefly of privateers^ but 
this, if correct, does not satisfactorily account for the panic 
which prevj:iiieiL Sir George Collier, obseiwirig the pelhnell 
retreat of tlie enemy without waiting to form his .sepuidron, 
threw out the signal for a general chase. The Hunter and 
Defence endeavoured to escape by the -west passage of Long 
Island, but finding it impracticable, the former ran ashon; 
under all sail, and the latter entered a small creek, in the 
hope of escaping obseiwation. This being seen l>y Sir George 
Collier, he des]>atcl:ied Lieutenant David Mackay, of the 
Haisonnable, Avith fifty men, to board the Hunter ; and 
Captain Collins, in the Camilla, was directed to proceed aftei’ 
the Defence. Lieutenant Mackay suc(', ceded in obtaining 
pOose.s.sioii of tlie Hunter without loss, but the Defence was 
set on fire by lior own creAV on the a])proach of the Ca^milla. 
The British scpiadron, now including the sloops of Avar 
Alljanj, North, and Nautilus, which liad ([uickly repaired 
the damages sustained during tlie siege, continuod the pursuit 
of the hying enemy, but at the imminent risk of their own 
saf(?ty, from being ignorant of tlie pilotage, and from the 
narroAAuiesa and intxicacy of tlic cliannel. Added to tlie 
danger arising from such diihculties, Avas that causod by 
the burning ships on each bank of tlie river. The Hampden 
being closely pursued and unable to escape by running ashore, 
surrendered; but the Warren Avas set on firo by her own 
crcAv, and destroyed. A more finished day's work Avas 
never performed : tAventy -four sail Avere completely destroyed 
l>y the enemy or l.>y the pursuers, not one vessel escaping. 
The Anjerican force thus taken and destroyed had on boai'd 
vl, 000 men. Sir George Collier returned once more Auctonoiis 
to Ne'^v York wdth his prizes, Avhere he found Yice- Admiral 
Arbuthnot, who had arriv'ed from England to take com- 
mand of the squadron. 

History of tho XJ, S. Navy, vol, i. p. 237. 
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D’Estaing, as we have seen, after liis action with Admiral 
Byron, proceeded to Cape Fran^^ois. At this ].:>lace he foimd 
himself besieged with overtures from the American Congress 
to join his forces to those of Cenerai Lincoln, then about to 
attack the British army in South Carolina. D’Estaing ac- 
quiesced, hoping thereby to cancel the remembrance of his 
previous short-comings at Rhode Island. The Fi*eiich fleet, 
consisting of t^venty sail of the line, twm 50-gun ships, and 
eleven frigates, cpiitted Cape Fram^ois on the 2()th of August, 
having on board 5,500 troops. General Lincoln’s army con- 
sisted of 3,500, including free blacks and malattoes ; but 
which *\vas afterwards reinforced wdth gi'eater numbers. On 
the 1st of September, the fleet arrived ofl* the coast of 
Georgia, and on the 3rd, the advanced squadron Tvas observ’^ed 
from Tybee, by Lieutenant Ei chard Ijock, of the Hose, who 
had been detached in a fast-sailing tender to roconnoitro the 
strangers. Captain John Henry, senior oflicer in the Bavan- 
iiah, wlio commanded the Fowey, immediately despatched 
Lieutenant Whitworth in a tender to New York with the 
intelligence. The tender put to sea on the Gtli, but -was 
chjiscd back into port by the enemy ; a second and more 
successful attempt was however made on the niglit of the 7th. 
The position of the British at tills moment was extremely 
critical, Tlie naval force in the Savannah was as follo\vs : — 

Guris. Sliips, 

rtn i Fowey Captain John Heniy 

^ ( Roao „ John Brown 

18 Vigilant (armed ship) . . ,, Hugh C, Christian 

Comet, Scourge, Vindictive, Viper, Hornet, and Snake, galleys ; and 
Keppel and Germain, hired anned vessels. 

On the 8th, forty-one stiil were descried to the southward 
of Tybee, beating to windward against a northerly wind ; 
and on the 9th, the fleet anchored off the bar. Captain 
Hemy, upon the advance of the enemy, destroyed the marks 
for entering tlie channel, and ascended the river to join his 
force to that of General Prevost. Having removed some ol 
the guns and stores, the Fow^ey and Rose readied Five-fathom 
Hole, three miles below the town, where the remainder of 
the guns and ammunition were taken out. During the 14th 
and loth, the seamen were emjiloyed landing the cannon 
and ammunition fro in tlie ships and small vessels, and the 
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sailors were then distributed among the different batteries, 
and the maiiiies incorj^orated with the grenadiers of the 
GOth regiment. All hands were now employed night and 
day in inising batteries and works. Soldiers and sailors, 
naval and mercantile, wrought side by side, aiKi cheered 
each other on to jl^oubled exeitions. The enemy were 
astonished at the resources of the l^esieged. It being appre- 
hended tliat the French ships would be brought up the 
river, and so approach too near the town, Captain Henry 
determined to sink the Kose, Savannah, four transpoits, 
and smaller veasels in the bed of the river. A boom was 
also diTivvii across to j prevent an attack from fire-rafts. 
Previously to this, the Fowey, Ke})pel, Cojiiet galley, and 
aimed sliip Germain, were brought, up near the town, i"md 
the Germain, having her guns on board, was ])lax*ed off 
Yarn a i raw so as to flank tlie British lines. Tliree French 
frigates advanced np the river as high as Mudfiat, accom- 
panied by two American gjdleys ; but did not approach near 
enough to render their fire eflectufil. 

On the .‘3rd of October, the j.<Vencli having completed 
their battery of nine heavy mortars, opened nj)on the town. 
They also commenced a cannonade from thirty -seven heavy 
guns lamied from the fleet. The bombardment continued 
until the morning of the 9th, the besiegotl making little or 
no return. O’Estaing now deternuned to storm the British 
lines ; hut met with a desperate resistance and disastrous 
repvdse. Although only 300 men were opposed to the 
numerous force brought against them, the steadiness and 
skill of the British routed tlie enemy at all points. The 
fire from three seamen batiei*ics, and the field-pieces, taking 
the assailants in every direction, threw them into some 
disorder ; and at this most critical moment, Major Glasier, 
of the ()0th, with the GOtli grenadiers and the marines, 
advancing rapidly from the lines, charged with fury. In an 
instant tlie dit-clies of tlie redoubt, and a battery to its I’ight, 
in rear, w'cre cleared. The grenadiers charging liea<lloijg, 
drove tlie oneiny in confusion over the abbatis, and into the 
sw<amp. On tliis occasion Captain Wickham, of the grena- 
diers, greatly distinguished hinisedf. 

Tlie loss amounted to one captain, one lieutenant, and 
fifkien rank and file killed ; and one captain, three subal- 
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teiTis, and tJiirty-five rank and file wounded. The ]f)ss to 
the navy amounted to two seamen and two marines killed, 
and nine seamen and seven marines wounded. The French 
lost near 1,200 olfioers and men killed and wounded. After 
this severe repulse, they precipitately abandoned their works, 
and re-einbarked tlicir troops, while Gififteral Lincoln and liis 
motley ai'iny retreated up the country, destroying l)ridges, 
and cutting off every ineaiis of pursuit. Cajjtaiii Henry 
honourably mentioned the services rendered by tliose under 
his orders, j»a;i‘ticularly by Captain Brown and Lieutenant 
Bichard Lock, of the Bose, and Lieutenant David Crawford, 
of tlie Fowey. Captain Bichard Fisher, who acted as bri- 
gade-major, and Captain John Knowles, who served on shore 
at the batteries, and Lieutenant Thoinas Coklesborough (of 
the Vigilant, by whose zeal and activity the king’s troo|>s 
were brought tlirougli Wallscut to Savannah) were also 
w’armly commended, ainl the latter aj>po5nted to command 
the Vigilant in the abscncie of Captain Oliristian, who was 
intrusted with^the des])atches. Cap)tain Mowbray, of the 
Germain, and thcj following masters and mates of merchant 
were also honourably mentioned in tlie gazetted des- 
patch — viz. Masters : John Wilson, Archibald M>*Card\% 
Jckii Higgins, Arthur By bum, Chri8to))h(n’ Watson, and 
John Tate. JMates : James McDonald, John Steele,^ John 
Chapman, James By burn, (toward, and Harrison. 

The Frencih fleet j>ut to sea on the 26th of Cofcober, and 
their tHgatevS and galleys on the 2nd N'oveniT)c>r, having jrer- 
fomied no other real service than the capture of the dis- 
masted oO-gun ship) Ex])erinioiit on the 24th of Se].)tember, 
the 24“gim slup Ariel, tlie Myrtle, JSTavy Victualler, and 
Clianj]>ion, store-ship. 

On the 14 til of September, the British 3 2 -gun frigate 
Poaid, Captain George Montagu, whilo cmising off the Azores, 
early in tlie morning, chased a large ship bearing north-west, 
and at 9h. 3()m. a.m. brought her to action. Tlie chase, 
wldcdi w^as the Spanish 28-gun frigate Santa Monica, main- 
tained an animated fire for two hours, at the expiration of 
which, having had thirty-eight men killed and forty-live 
wounded, she surrender^. The Pearl suflered a loss of 

* Distinguished himself so much during the siege that Captain Henry 
idlerwards appointed him toi command the Viper. 
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hvelve men killccl and nineteen wounded. Tlie Sfmta 
Monica was a fine new sliip, mounting twenty-six long 
12-})ounders on Ler main deck, and two 4-pounders on licr 
quarter-deck, with a crew of 271 men. She exceeded the 
I^earl in point of tomage, and became a great acquisition to 
tlie British navy, to Ipich she was added as a 32-guii frigate. 

From the time that Captain John Paul Jones returned to 
Brest in the Banger with his prize, tlie Drake, until early 
in 1779, that individual had been vAinly soliciting employ- 
nient under the French or American flag. His im])ortunity 
at length succeeded in inducing some members of the French 
government to place under Jones’s command a ship named 
the Duras, formerly an Indiaman. Ships of this class were 
at that period built very strong, and fit to cany either cargo 
or guns, and it was no uncommon thing to find them em- 
ployed as ships of wai\ Their scantling was stout, and 
their ])orts large, and properly fitted for guns of good calibre. 
The Duras, which name was subsequently changed for that 
of‘ Bon Ilomiiie liichard, was fitted out at #1.70rient, under 
the personal direction of Captain Jones, The precise arma- 
ment of the Bon ITomrae Bichard is involved in some 
obscurity. Mr. James, in bis introdnctoiy chapter to liis 
“ Naval History,” describes a vessel called the Bon Acquis, 
which seems to embody many of tlie admitted peculiarities of 
tlie Biehard. The Bon Acquis, captured in 1 757 by the Sheer- 
ness and Chichester, measured 94(1 tons, and mounted on the 
lower deck eight 18-})ounders, on the main de(;k twenty-eiglit 
long 12- pounders, and two long G-pou riders on the forecastle ; 
total, thirty-eight guns.^ Mr. Cooper, in desciibing the 
Bichard, says : — “She was properly a single -decked ship, or 
carried her armament on one-gun deck, with the usual addi- 
tions on the quarter-deck and forecastle ; but Commodore 
Jones, with a view to attacking some of the larger convoys 
of the enemy, caused twelve ports to be cut in the gun-room 
below, where six old 18- pounders were mounted, it being the 
intention to mount all the guns on one side in smooth water. 
The Bon Acqnis, however, is, we conceive, the best type of the 
Bichard, of whicli we have any authentic account. 

The squadron with which ^aptain Jones sailed from 

' Jaines’.s Naval Hiytory, vol. i. p. 42, 2nd edition. 

* Cooper Hiwtoiy of tlie U. kS. Navy, vol. i. p. 
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J70ricnit, consisted exclusively of tlie ship lie commanded, 
of the American 30-gun frigate Alliance, Captain PioiTe 
Laiidais, Erencli 32-gun fiigate Fallas, Cajjtain Nicolas 
Cottineau, French armed 14-guii brig Vengeance, Captain 
Philip N. Eicot, and French 14 -gun ^tter Cerf* Captain 
Joseph Varage. Before quitting L’Qri^lp tlie whole of the 
above-named officers signed an agreeinent giving to each an 
inde]iendent authority, and which stamped the expedition 
as a priyateeiiiig one. Although ostensibly under the 
A merican national flag, and nominally under the commission 
of that government, the ' orders of tlie French minister 
marine, and the American commissioners at the coiu-t of 
France, ^ere to be executed. On the 2 3rd of Septemlier, being 
off Flambbi'ough Head, the Baltic fleet, under convoy of the 
44-gun ship Serapis, Captain Eichard Pearson, and armed 
22-gm ship Countess of Scarborough, Captain Thomas 
Piercy, was descried. As at this time the dockyards of 
England, in common mth those of her hostile neighbours, 
were very deficient of stores, the imporiance of this convoy 
was veiy great ; and it leaves discredit upon the British 
naval authorities of tliat day, that it was intrusted to so 
puny an escort. Of all classes of ships belonging to the 
British navy, during the last century, none surpassed, in bad 
quali lies, the 44 -gun ship on two decks ; the two-decked 30-gun 
shijjs were bad enough, but the 44-gim ships were infinitely 
worse. Their lower deck ports were so close to the water’s 
edge, that it w'as impossible to open tliein with safety in a 
sea-w ay, besides which the space betw een decks w as so low 
as to render it extremely difficult to werk the guns. On the 
o til or h^d, the iippexv deck had only a light breast-high 
bulwark. Tlie Serapis wjis one of this useless class of viissels, 
and being quite ne\v, had not had an c>pportunity of proving 
her many defects until brought into tlie iiresemc of a supe- 
rior enemy. In a letter from Ca])tain Pearson, iireKserved 
among the admiralty records, it is stated, that the lower deck 
guns w'ere so long and unwieldy as to prevent tlieir being 
easily run in, and that the 12 -pounders on the nialn deck 
were old, and their vents so large that gi*eat part of the 
])owder exploded tJj rough them ! Yet thus imperfectly 
armed did tliis ship proceed on a service of con sideralde 
moment ! The Serapis measured 886 tons, and her armament 
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consisted of twenty long 18-pounders on tlie lower deck, 
twenty "two long 12-pounders on the main deck, and two 
long G-pounders on the forecastle : total— foi'ty-four guns. 
Mr. Cooper greatly misstates the force of the Serapk, when 
he desorihes it as “ twenty 18-pound guns, tw'enty 9-poiind 
guns, and ten G-j>ound guns, making an armament of fifty 
guns in the wliole.’^ 

Captain Pt^arson. having received information from the 
hailifis of Scarborougli, that the scpiadi'on of Paul Jones 
was off the coast, on seeing tlie strangers, instantly made 
the signal for the ships under his convoy to hear up under 
the lee <)f tlic Sorajvis. But although he endeavoured to 
enforce the i^ignal with guns, his ordei’s were disregarded 
imtil noon, wlien some of the most advanced of the merchant 
fleet got sight of the enemy. They then tacked and stood in 
shore for Scarborougli, letting fly top gallant-sheets as a signal 
for an enemy. Tlie 8era|:)is w'as soon under all sail stretching 
off sh<.>re to get a sight of the enemy’s squadron, whicli, at 
111. p.M. was seen from the masthead. Captain Pearson, 
observing the enemy’s force to be three hu’ge shi}’>s and a 
Inlg, made a signal to the Conntijss <5f Scai'borough to join, 
and hove to for the pui'po>se of allowing her to close. At 
4ii. I‘.M, the enemy’s squadron was seen from the deck, hear- 
ing down v;ith a liglit lireeze from the southward aiur west- 
ward. At Gh. tlie Countess of Scarborough having closed 
the Serapis, both shi])s tackixl with their heads in slu^re, the 
better to cover tlio retreat of tlie convoy, both shijjs being 
then on the larboard tacik, and the Countess of Scarborough 
tlie headmost. The enemy’.s force was, by tliis time, dis- 
tinctly seen to lie a. two-decked shipj and two frigates ; l>ut 
from their being end on, no colours were vlsiblo. At about 
7h. 20m., the two- decked ship brought to on the larboard bow 
of th^5 Serapis wdthin musket-shot, when. Captain Pearson 
hailed her and asked, What ship is that P’ A n answer was 
returned, The Pniices.s Koyal.” Captain Pearson then 
asked from whence tiiey came, to wliich an evasive answer 
was returned, when Captain Pearson' said he would fire into 

* Tliis explicit declaration made by Captain Pearson is a positive con- 
tradiction of Mr. Cooper’s tlieory, derived, however, from Paul Jones’s 
assertion that the I5ou Homme JEtichard's gun-room” only had ports 
in it. 
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them if they did not ^.nswer lus question directly. A gun 
was then fired from the stranger, in return for which the 
Serapis gave her a broadside. Both ships were under to])- 
sails and top-gallant sails. The Bichard returned the fire 
of the Serapis, and several broadsides were exchanged, when 
the American ship hove all aback, and dropped on the 
quarter of the Soapis. Mr. Cooj)er, who quotes Lieutenant 
Dale’s authority, states that, at the second broadside, two of 
the six guns tliat were in the gun-room of the Bon Homme 
Bichard “ bursted,” blowing up the deck above, and killing 
or wounding a large proportion of the people that were 
stationed below, and that this disaster caused all the heavy 
guns to be instantly deserted.^ The same story is told by 
Captain Jones. Captain Pearson, however, makes no men- 
tion of the alleged calamity; and most assuredly, had such an 
accident occui red, it must have been observed from the Serapis. 
Indeed, when it is considered that the i*eiiowned Commodore 
Decatiu', as will be hereafter shown, attributed the esuipe 
of the Belvidera, in 1812, to the bursting of one gun on 
board the President, we think Commodoi*e Jones would 
have been justified in at once hauling his wind and quitting 
the Seraj)is after such an ^vent as the bursting of two. But 
the fiicts, as stated by Captain Pearson, show that tlie ship 
was not di.sabled, and that she merely dropped astern, pi'o- 
bably with the view of attempting the man am v re of raking 
the Serapis, by bearing up tinder that ship’s stem. But the 
Bichard, after dro])ping upon the weather quarter of the 
Serapis in the manner described, filled again and ran the 
British ship aboard on the weather or larboard quarter. 
An attempt was then made to board, but whicli was at 
once repulsed, and the Bidiard again dro]iped astern. The 
3 ^ai‘ds of the Serapis were now backed to enable her to get 
square with her antagonist ; but having gathered too much 
stern way, the Bichard was able to fill and stand across tlie 
bows of the Serapis. This manceuvre, however, did not 
wholly succeed, as the mizen shrouds of the Bichard caxight 
the jib-boom of the Sempis, and the spar giving way, the 
ships dropped alongside each other head and stern. The 
spare anchor of the Serapis, having entei’ed the quaHer 

* fT'story of the U. S, Navy, vol. i. p. 207* 
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gallery of the Kichard, held the ships fast, and a furious 
action then took place, the muzzles of the gims touching* 
This contact occurred, by Captain Pearson’s calculation, at 
8h. 30m. p.M. From this time till lOh. 30m. the cannonade 
lasted uninterruptedly ; but the contest bad ceased to be an 
equal one. The 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Alliance, shortly 
after the Serapis and Bon Homme Kichard had got foul in 
the manner described, bore down upon the combatants, and 

sailing round them,” poured in a galling fire, to which no 
return could be made from the Sera]>is. 

Captain Jones, for some reason of his own, thought proper 
to stigmatize Captain Landais with treachery, and therefore 
charged him with direct ing his guns at the American ship 
instead of tlie British. The absurdity of this argument, upon 
which great stress is laid in all the American accounts, is 
sufficient to disprove Had the Alliance united her fire 
with that of the Serapis in the manner stated, the Bon 
Homme Kichard must inevitably have been sunk in an hour. 
Caf>tam Pearson, therefore, having two opponents to contend 
against, soon found his case a bad one ; and to add to the 
difficulty of his position, an accident occiuTod which destroyed 
his hopes of success. The lower deck battexy, for an hour 
after the ships had come in contact, had kept up a con- 

* Had Captain Landais fired the guns with his own hand, it is possible 
the act might have been committed and proof to the contrary be still 
tiilficult ; but inasmuch as the guns were fired by his crew, most of whom 
were Americans, it is not possible that he could have ordered them to 
fire into their consort withorit some, at least, being able to bear out 
Jones in his calumnious and mcjndacious falsehood.* But to look only 
at the fiicts — the Serajiis was a superior ship to her adversary ; the 
latter, according to the Bale and Jones versions, had been reduced to 
her 12-pounder main deck battery. The action was at sucli close quar- 
ters, that skill in gtinncry on either side would have been conq>aratively 
valueless, and yet the Serapis was finally overpowei-ed ! A braver or a 
better and more experienced officer than Captain Pearson did not grace 
the British navy list, his officers were efficient and skilful, his crew^ 
devoted, consequetitly, with such adjuncts, his victory must shortly have 
been complete, but for the circumstance of the guns of the Alliance. 


* Evidence, so-called, was, it is true, trumped up in order to substan- 
tiate the charges of treachery against Captain Landais, but they were 
not considered sufficient to establish Jones's barefaced assertions and 
those of his hireling crew. In Sherburne's Life of Paul Jones these 
evidences are given in exteuso. 
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tiiiuoTis fire ; but at 9h. SOm. a hand-grenade, whMi had 
been thro wn into one of the lower deck ports, ignited a 
quantity of powder, and caused a most destructive explosion 
fore and aft the deck. It is supposed that the supply of 
powder troin the magazine had been handt^d up faster than 
it could be used, and that an accumulation had consequently 
taken x>lace. Bo heavy was the loss, that the guns from the 
mainmast aft were rendered useless during the remainder of 
the action. The Berapis had been on fire in at least a dozen 
jdaces from combustibles thrown on her deck ; but still no 
thought save of victory was entertained. 

The condition of the Bon Homme Bi chard Was no less 
desperate ; ?md had not a third ship been at hand,^ her cap- 
tui*e would have been certain. At this juncture, a rme was 
tried, which, though natural- and excusable cnoTigh in a 
jirivateer, is not to be justified in a national shif) of w’ar. 
“ At lOh. r.M.,” says Captain Pearson, in his official letter, 
“ they called for quarter from the ship alongside, and said 
they had struck. Hearing this, I called ux>on the cax)tain to 
know if he had struck, or if he asked for quarter ; hut no 
cmmjoer hemg made after re^^eating my wards two or three timeSf 
I called for the hoarders, and ordered them to board, which 
they did : but the nioineiit tliey were on board they dis- 
covered a superior number lying under cover with pikes in 
their hands ready to receive them, upon wliicli our people 
instantly retreated into our own ship, and returned to their 
guns,” Caj)tain Jones, in his letter reporting tlie action, ^ 
admits that some of his crew called for quarter, and in his 
Memoirs states that the gunner, believing the sliq) to be 
sinking, was among the number. Jones also acknowledges 
that he heard Cai:)taiji Pearson’s hail, to wliieli for a time he 
pfxid no attention, but at length ans^vered, have not 
dreamt of such a thing, but am detenu umd to make you 
strike.” At this time also the ensign of the Bon Homme 
iliehard was hanging over the stern in tlio water, the staff 

^ Mr. Cooper aeeiriH tacitly to admit this, when he says: There is 
little doubt that the Alliance did materially more injary to the Kichard 
than to the Serapis, though, aMS Captain Pearson could not have known 
this fiict at the time, it is highly prohahU that her jn'oxiinity may hare 
infiuenced that officer in, inducing him to lower his Jlag.** — History of the 
United States Kiivy, vol. i- p. 227. 

* Sherbunie’s Memoirs of Paul Jones. 
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having been shot away.^ These admissions are sufficient to 
warrant a belief that calling for quarter was a dtliberate 
Tiisey and that its object was to entrap a number of the 
Sempis’s men on board, with probably the captain at their 
head, and so gain a mean and unfair advantage. Had Cap- 
tain J ones or Lieutenant Dale replied to the hail of Captain 
Pearson, as honourable men would have done, the alleged 
unauthorized act of calling for quarter would have been nega- 
tived imme<iiately. Coupling this with the fact that there was 
a large party of the enemy’s crew lying in wait with pikes 
ready to i*eccive unwary boarders, we cannot avoid terming 
the whole as a premeditated and most dishonourable 
transaction. 

The action continued till lOli, 30m. p.m. The Alliance 
had talven up her position midcr the stern of the Serapis, 
fi'om which she wus able to rake the British slip with 
iinpunity;; Captain Pearson was left almost alone upon the 
quaiier-deck. Many of his officers were killed or wounded, 
and tw''o-thirds c)f his crew hors de comhat. His ship was a 
wreck, the low’^er masts in a tottering state, and resistance 
could not ])op(jfully be pi*olonged. Caj>tain. Pearson therefore 
reluctantly ordered the colours to ]be sti'uck, in order to save 
the remainder of his gallant crew,. and at the same 
the mainmast fell over the side. His duty had been per- 
formed. The convoy was sate, and the cruise of Paul J ones 
spoiled. 

Immediately the ship stnick, Caj)tain Pearson and liis 
first-lieutenant were liurried on board the Bon Homme 
Bichard, which they fouml in a sinking state, her quarters 
on the lower deck having been completely driven in, and all 
her lower deck guns dismounted. The sliip was also on fire 
in two places, and had six or seven feet water in her liold.-^ 

‘ History of tho U. 8 . Navy, vol. i. p. 218. 

^ IVH. Ctjoper’s descri ption of the state of the American ship is scarcely 
credible ; but ho had tlie authority of LieuteTiarit D?de for its veracity. 
“ Abaft, on a line with the guns of the . 8 era 2 >is that had not been dis- 
abled by the explosion, the timbers were found to be ncjarly all beaten 
in or beaten out, for in this res})ect there was little difference between 
the two sides of the ship ; and it was said that her poop and upper decks 
would hav’'e fallen into the gun-room but for a few futtocks that had been 
missed. Indeed, so large was the vacuum, that most of the shot fired 
from this part of tlie Serapis must have gone through the liichard 
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The water gained so rapidly during the night, that it was 
hmnd necessaiy to remove the crew and prisoners to the 
Berapis ; but before all the wounded could be got out, the 
Kichard sank. Captain Pearson, in his official letter, states 
that the Bon Hoiiime llichai'd sunk with a great number 
of her wounded people on board but this has been con- 
tradicted by the advocates of Captain Jones. It is, how- 
evei*, so exceedingly probable, that one is more inclined to 
think Captffin Pearson’s statement the most correct. 

The crew of the Bon Homme Bichard was very numei’ous. 
It is stated by Caj^taiii Pearson that the American ship had 
a compleineiit of 37 5 men, and that 300 prisoners were on 
board til e squadron ; but Mr. Cooper states that the crew 
on the mUvSter-i*oIl of the Bon Homme 'Richard when she 
commenced tlie action (exclusive of soldiers, and “ a few 
volunteers not mustered”), did not exceed 227, and that 
many of those were absent in piizes. The soldiers numbered 
120, which increases the complement to 347 ; and probably 
if tlie “ few volunteers not mustered” are added, Captain 
Pearson’s estimate will not be f<;)und so very extravagant. 
Of these there were, according to tlie Coo])er version, forty- 
two seamen killed, or died of tlieir wounds, and forty-one 
seamen w'oimded ; and tilt? loss of soldiers serving as marines 
is set dowui at foityviiiiie, making a total of 132 killed and 
wounded. “It is knowai, liowever,” wiites Mr. Cooper, 
“that in tlie commencement of the action the soldiers, or 
maiines, suffered out of proportion to the rest of the crew ; 
and general report having made the gross loss of the Ricliard 
150 men, we ai*e disposeii to believe tliat it was not liir from 
the fact.”^ Cajitaiii Pearson’s hitter, on the other hand, 
states tliat the enemy’s loss was 317, which proliably included 
some of “ tlie few volunteers not musi.ored,” and some of tlie 
English prisoners of war, wliich, it is generally believed, were 
forced to fight against their countrymen.^ The loss of the 

without touching anythiijg. The indder wa.s cut from the stem-po.«it, 
and the transoin.s nearly all driven emt of lusr. Ail th€i .after part of the 
ship in particular that was Ixdow the quai-ter-deck wjus toiai to pieces, 
and no tiling had saved those stationed on the quarter-deck hut th® 
impossibility of elevating guns that alnvo.st touched their object/' 

^ History of the XT. 8, Navy, vol. i. 

Mr. Cooper acknowledges, upon the authority of Lieutenant Hale, 
that the 100 prisoners released from their place of confinement by tlit 



294 


BATTLIES OF 


[1779. 

Serapis was very severe. She commenced the action with 
264 men, exclusive of a number of lascar^S 5 being supernume- 
raries, borne for a passage, and of these she had one master’s 
mate, William Brown ; two midslnpmen, <jreorge Ludwig 
and William Bunting ; the boatswmn, Edward PLace ; pilot, 
George Fosgate ; two petty officers, twenty^seven searrien,, 
and fifteen marines killed ; and the second-lieutenant, Michael 
Stanhope ; second-lieutenant of marines, Samuel Wightman ; 
two surgeon s-mates, John McMght and Walter Kitchen; 
John Brownell, master s-mate (severely) ; William Popple well, 
midsMpman ; William Mycock, clerk ; three petty officei’S, 
forty-six seamen, and twelve marines wounded ; total, forty- 
nine killed, sixty-eight wounded. This number included only 
the badly wounded; but numerous others suffered from burns. 
The list was sadly augmented by the bad attendance and 
miseries to which tlie crew were subjected j)rior to the 
exchange of prisoners ; so that the deaths were increased to 
sixty-one, including sixteen marines. 

The armed ship Counte.s.s of Scjirborough, undei* tlie com- 
mand of Captain Thomas Piercy, was not at all a. match for 
the Pallas ; but Captain Piercy, notwithstanding his gi‘eatly 
inferior force, Tnaintained a smaH action, and did not sur- 
render until four of his crew’vvore killed and twenty wounded, 
three of whom died. 

Captain Pearson and liis I'cmaining crow were carried into 
the Texel on the (UIj of October, ami from the Dutch autho- 
rities they were demanded by the British government, and 
after some dela 3 =" were at length released. (Japtains Pearson 
and Piercy were both rcwar«led, as was their due, for their 
gallant conduct : the former i*eceived tlie lionour of knight- 
hood, and the latter promoted ; and the fui’tlier to mark the 
public sense of the skill and bravery which preserved a 
valuable fleet from capture, the London Assurfiiice Company 
prescnte<l both these officers wdth pieces of plate to the value 
of 100 guineas to Captain Pearson,^ and of fifty toDa|>tain 

master-at-anns were mustered at the pumps, turning their consternation 
to account. ' 

* 8ir Hichard Pearson was afterwards appointed lieutenant-governor 
of Greenwich Hospital, where he died in 1805. The annexed portrait is 
kindly presented by his grandnephew, the Bev. George Tliorapson, M.A,, 
of Wisbeach. 
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Piercy. Yarious otlier public compaTiies and corporations 
acknowledged the ineritorious service performed. The first- 
lieutenant of the Serapis, John lYnght, was promoted, and a 
court-martial hoiioiirably acqixitted the captains and officers 
of both ships. 

On the 6th of October, the British 12-poiinder 32-gun 
fngate Quebec, Captain George Farmer, while cruising off 
Brest in company with the Barn bier cutter, Lieiitenant 
George, chased two sail in the south-west quarter, which at 
8h. A.M. were made out to be a largo frigate and a cutter. 
The stranger, which Avas the French 18-poimder 40-gun 
frigate Surveillanfce, at 9h. a.m. commenced firing upon the 
Quebec as .she bore down to close her ; and as the two 
frigates, hoth , edging off the wind, neared each other, a 
vigorous action took place. The Bambler, at llh., brought 
to action the French 16-giin cutter Expedition, and after 
engaging for three hours, ohlige<l lier to sheer off So deter- 
iiiined was the fight bet'ween the two frigates, that at 2h. p.m. 
both were dismasted, and the fall of the Quebec’s inizen-niast 
unfortunately caused tlie ship to take fire, in consequence of 
the main-sail, which hung over the muzzles of the guns. 
The Bambler endeavoured to approach to tlie assistance of 
the Quebec, but tlie light air of wind jirevented her doing 
so ; boats were however sent to endeavour to save her crew. 
The Quebec continued to burn furiously till Gh. p.m., wiien 
she blew up with coloims flying. The boats of the cutter 
picked Up one masters mate, two midslupmen, and fourteen 
men ; Lieutenant Francis Boberts was save<i by tlie French 
frigate, and Mr. Wilkie, captain’s clerk, by a IVnssiaii ve.ssel. 
Previously to this conclusion. Captain Fanner and about 
eighty of his crew liad been killed or wounded, wben l>y this 
unfortunate catastrophe loO bmve me a were lost. The 
Surveillante was re<iuced to a. sinking state, and reached 
France with great difficulty, liie numlier of her (jrew killed 
and wounded is not known, hut it must liave been v(uy 
great, judging fj’om her shattered and di.srnasted state. The 
great inferiority of force under wliich the Quebec foiiglit was 
such as to throw the highest lustre on Captain h’armer’s 
determined conduct ; and the loss of so brave an officer was 
deeply to be dejilored. To mark his sense of this action, the 
king conferred iijion Captain Farmer’s eldest son a baronetcy ; 
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and liieutenant Uoberts was most deservedly promoted to be 
a commander. 

On the 24th of October, the French e30-‘gTm frigate 
Aleriiene was captiii*ed by a squadron under the command of 
Ca]>tinn Richard Edw^ards, oif Martinique. On the IStli of 
Oecernber, Captain Walter GrifEths, when commanding the 
74“gan ship Conqueror, was killed in a partial encounter on 
the same station With a French squadron under M. de la 
Motile Piquet. On the 20th of December, the French 
3 6 -gun frigate Blanche and 40-gun frigate Fortunee, and on 
the 23 rd the 28-guii frigate Ellis, belonging to Comte 
d'Esfcaihg^s fleet, ware captured by the squadron of Rear- 
Admiral Hyde Parker. The Blanche and Fortunee were 
added to the British naiy. 

On the 11 th of November, the Spanish 38-gun frigate 
Santa Marguerita captured off Cape FinistexTe by the 
British 28-gun frigate Tartrir, Captain A. Clneme, belonging 
to the squadron of Commodore George Johnstone. Tlie 
Santa Marguerita, being a fine ship, was added to the British 
navy as a ] 2-poander frigate, in wdiich she* was for a 

long jieriml a serviceable <*ruiser. 

On the 12th of Deccnilier, at daybreak, the British 50-giin 
ship Salisbiiiy, Cfiptain Charles Ihglis, being off Porto de 
Sail, in the Ilay of Honduras, chased a large ship. The pur- 
suit lasted till 61i. 30m. p.m., when the chase hoisted Spanish 
colours, and an action commenced. At 8h. 30m. the Spanish 
sliip's mainmast was shot aw’-ay, and, being reduced to a 
dcfimceless state, wutli the loss of a great part if lier crew, 
she surrendered. The prize was the San Carlos privateer, of 
fifty guns, long 12 and 6-pouuders, and 397 men. Her 
guns wore pi'ineipally brass ; and besides those mounted, she 
luid on board twelve brass 24-pounders, a quantity of shot and 
sliells, ami 5,000 stand of arms. On lioard the Salisbury 
four men were killed, and foui'tecn wounded, five mortally, 
among Avdiom was tlie master, Mr. Millar. Prizes were taken 
from the French and Spaniards to the ainount of no less than 
.£1,025,600; and although the British also met with great 
losses, yet they were not to be compared with tlieir Ksiiccesses. 

i 780. — The fleet of Admiral George B. Rodney, consisting 
of tvrenty-one sail of the line and nine frigates, while on its 
outward voyage for the relief of Gibraltar, captured on the 
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Ist of Januaiy a Sjmiisli squadron belonging to the Caraccas 
Ooinpa,ny. This squad 1 * 011 , commanded by Commodore Don 
Juan Augustin de Yai'di, in the G4~gun ship (xuipuscoano, 
ooinpnso(i six ships of war ; and the convoy, variously 
freighted, consisted of tifteen sail. Having arrived off Cadiz, 
Admiral Hodney received information that a Spanish fleet 
of fourteen sail of the line, commanded by Admiral Don 
Langara, was cruising off Cape St. Vincent, and made [Ji'epa- 
ratious for action. 

On the 16th of January, at Hi. P.M., Cape St. Vincent 
hearing north, distant four leagues, a fleet ^ was discovered in 
tlm south-east quarter, upon which the sigiuil was made to 
bear up east in line. At 2h. i\diriiral Rodney, jiereeiv- 
ing that the strange fleet was the one of wliich he had 
intelligence, and tliat the ships were ci*ow<.ling all sail to 
esca]>e, made tlie sigjial for a genci^al chase. The wind was 
blowing strong fj’oni the westward, wnth liazy weather. The 
coppered ships gained rapidly in the jmrsiiit ; and sliortly 
after 4h. r.M. the 7 4-gmi ships Defence, Bedfonl, Resolution, 
and Edgar, Captains James Cranston, l^Alinund Affleck, Sir 
Chaloner Ogle, and Julm Klliot, eonunone<Hl firing on the 
enemy, retreating in great disorder. The 61 -gun ship 
Bicnfaisant, Captain J ohn Macbride, having at a. little before 
fill, got u|) AV’itli the S))anish 70-gun slii]> vSan Domingo, the 
latter blew up with, a tremendous explosion, and every man 
perished. One man, picked up by tlie Pegasus, was in so 
dreadful a state, that ho* expiro^d before reao'liing Oibralt.ar. 
The action ivas eontiniu'ol during tlie night, w bic'li was dark 
and squally ; but at 2 h. A.^i. on tlu*. fo]lo)vviiig morning 
Admiral Rodney, conceiving the eiioany’s ships to he all so 
disabled as to pr<?vent thOr oscajujig, and the wind having 
in(;rr(:*ased to a gal(>, ordensl tlie fleet to to. 

The shijis engaged, and which sustained any loss, Avere the 
tbllowing : — Prince Ceorgoj, Rear-Aolmiral Digljy, Captain 
Philip Paton, one killed aiul tliroie •svounded 3 Boxiforol, 
Captain Edmiuid Affleck, tliree killed and nine Avoundtjd ; 
Doifence, Cajitain James Cranston, ten killfnl and twenty -one 
wounded ; Edgar, Captain John Elliot, lacnitenant of 
marines C. H. Stra<?han, and six kille<.l, and Ijiouttuiant 
John Forbes and twenty men wounded; Cumberlantl, 
Cajttain Joseph Ik>jtOTi, one man Avoundt^d ; Invincible, 
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Oaptaiu Samuel Comisli^ three men killed and four wounded; 
Monarch, Captain Adam Duncan, three killed and twenty- 
six wounded ; Tetrible, Captain John Doiigks, six killed 
and twelve, including the master, wounded ; Ajax, Captain 
Samuel Cvedale, Lieutenant Forrest, mortally, »and six men 
woimded. The number, force, and fate of the Spanish fleet 
were as under : — 


Guns. Ships. 

80 Pha^nix (taken) 

'' San Augustin (escaped) 
San Genaro do. 

San J visto do. 

I San Jjorenzo do. 

San Julian (taken) 

San Eugenio do. 


Guns. Ships. 

San Domingo (Wown up) 
Monarca (taken) 
Princeza do. 

^ 3>iligente do, 

( Sta. Gertrudie (escaped) 

\ Sta. liosalia do. 


The morning was fvirtlicr adv^anced when the signal was 
made to the admiral that the fleet was in shoal water ; and 
it then became necessary to get the ships’ heads ofl' shore. 
Two of tlie prizes, the San Jidian and San Eugenio, on board 
which prize crews had been put — -but from whicli, on account 
of the we:itlier, it was found impossible to remove tli (5 
oflicers and crews — l)eing greatly damaged in tludr niasts, 
were unable to get ofl‘ shore with the rest of the fleet, and 
the j)T*ize crews were overpowered by the Spaniards, who 
carried the ships into Cadiz. The Pliccnix, accomp>anied by 
the Dei’ence an^l Bienfaisant,^ paited company from the fleet, 
and aiTiv(id at Gibraltar two days after the action. 

On the 30t]i of January, the 28-gun frigate Sui'prise, 
Captain Samuel Keeve, being off the Dodman, fell in with 
two French privateers, a brig and shij), in pursuit of which 
Captain .Reeve had been despatched from Fly mouth. The 
brig e fleeted her escajie, but having brouglit tlie largest, which 
was the .Du-Guai-Trouin, of twenty 8”pounders, to action, 
she soon compelled her to surrender, and Lieutenant Charles 


^ Captain Macl>ri(le’s conduct, in reference to tke surrender of the 
l^h«3nix, doserVes to be recorded. On board the 'Bieiifaisant the Binall- 
pox was raging with much virulence, but, anxious to avert that scourge 
from the Spaniards, he addressed a letter to the Spanish admiral, to the 
effect that he should not, under the circumstances, remove the men from 
the ship, but should expect the Spanisli officers to consider themselves 
prisoners of war on thoir parole of honour. The terms were rigidly 
abided by. 
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Hemy Lane, witli a liiixMiipman, and seven men, were sent 
on board to take possession. Tbe wind had, by this time, 
increased to a heavy gale, and it was with difficulty that the 
boat could get alongside the prize, and, in eliecting it, the 
boat was swamped and knocked to pieces. Lieutenant Ijane, 
with his small party, was thus placed among 130 French- 
men ; and so lieavy was the gJile, that it was found impos- 
sible to give hitn further assistance from the Surprise. 
During one whole day the Surprise was not in siglit, and it 
required the utmost firmness on the part of Mr, I^ane to 
keep the tVench crew from talking command of the ship. 
By perse veT'ance and courage, however, the Du-Guai-Troiiin 
was carried irdo Plymouth, and being a fine new ship of 
252 tons, was added to the British navy, undtsr the name of 
Trouin as a 14-giui ship sloop. 

(3n the 13tli of ]March, the 74 -gun shi|)s Alexander and 
Courageux, Capta.ins Loid Longford and Lord Mulgi’ave, 
cruising to the westward of Scilly, ca})tured, after a pursuit 
of eighteen hours’ duration, the French privateer Monsieur, 
of forty guns, 12 and (»-])ovuiders, and 3(52 men. Tlie 
prize, being a fine new frigate, was added to tlie British 
navy. 

C)n the 20th of March,* the G4-gun ship Lion, Captain the 
Honourable W. Cornwallis, Laving in company the 50-gun 
ship Bristol, Ca})tain Toby Caulfield, and 44-gun ship Janus, 
Captain Bonoyier Glover, being off Monte Christi, fell in 
witli a Freiioli squadron of five sail and a convoy, under the 
comnland of M. de la Motlie J'iquet, The French .squadron 
consisted of the 74-gun shij)s llannibal and Diademe, 6 4 -gun 
ship Kefleclic, 56-gim ship Am})ldon, ajui 32»>giui frigate 
Arnjdntrite. Tlie French squadron was to windward, and, 
on perceiving tlic inferior force of the Britisli ships, made 
sfiil in chase ; upon which Commodore Cornwallis made sail in 
line ahead. At 5h. p.m., the JIannil>al having gained on the 
British, opened fire upon tlu^ Janus ; but, instead of bringing 
that si lip to close action, yawed occasionally to fire her 
bi'oadside, and in this way kept up a running fight duiing 
the night. The morning of the 2lKst was calm, and the 
Janus (by this time at some distance astern of her consorts) 
w^as in danger of falling into the hands of the enemy ; but 
Commodore CornwMlis, ordering the boats of the Lion and 
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Bristol ahead to tow, sxicceoded in getting into action with 
the enemy, with whom a distant cannonading was kept up 
for two hours, during winch the Hannibars niizen topmast 
and foretop-gallant mast were shot away. The Fi*eiich 
squadron, taking advantage of a light air, then hauled oft' to 
windward, and the British ships employed the time thus 
ailbrded in reeving new running rigging, and repairing the 
damages sustained. At sunset, tl)e French again stood 
towards the three British ships, but did not renew tbe 
action. At daylight on the 23rd, three fresh ships hove in 
sight, wdiich proved to be the 64-gun ship Buby, and !Riger 
and Pomona frigates ; upon seeing which I’eiiiforcement, the 
Frencli squadron liauled to the wind, and made all sail away. 
Notwithstanding every endeavour to bring M. de la Mothe 
Piquet to action, it was found impossible. Tl\e British ships 
in this engagement laid only twxdve men killed and wounded. 
The commodore and tlu? ca])tains, ofiicers and seamen, 
received the marked thanks of Bir Peter Parker. 

Admiral Sir George Bridges liodney, commander-in-chief 
of the West India station, blockadeil the French fleet, under 
Comte de Guieheri, lying in Fort Tloyal Bay, Martinique ; 
but, on the niglit of the loth of April, this fleet, consisting 
of twenty-three sail of the line, live frigates, a corvette, a 
lugger, and a cutter, eJ\uied the vigilance of tlxe British 
admiral, and i)ut to sexi. Tlie Frencli fleet comprised two 
80-gim ships, eleven of 74 guns, and ten 64-gun ships; and 
tlie British fleet the following : — 


Guns. Ships. 

i Siindwicb 

90 ^ 

I Princess Koyal , . . , 
( Conqueror 


Grafton 


74 4 


Vengeance 
Ajax . . . , 


liilizalxeth 
AlV)ion . , 
Terri We , 
Cornwall . 
L Suffolk . 


i Admiral Sir G. B. Rodney (white) 

( Captain Walter Young 

i Rear-Admiral H. Parker 
Captain Henry Harmood 
Rear-Admiral Joshua Rowley (red) 
I Captain Thomas Watson 
i Commodore T. CoUingwood 
j Oaptam Tliomas Newnham 
\ Commodore W. Hotliam 
( Captiiin J. Holloway 
,, Samuel B vedale 

,, Hon. F. Maitland 

„ Geo. Bowyer 

,, John Douglas 

,, Timothy Kdwards . 

,, Thomas Crespin 
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Qahs. Ships. 

I Montagu, ........ . Captain John Houlton 

J Magiiiiicent ,> John Elphinstone 

70 Boyne . .......... Gliarlesi Cotton 

" Stirling Castle .... Kobert Carkett 

Trident „ A. J, P. Molloy 

64 - Yarmouth ,, Nat- Bateman 

Vigilant.,. „ Sir G. Hume, Bart. 

^Intrepid ...... „ Hon. H. St. John 

60 Medway... ,, William Affleck 


Frigates, &c. -^Centurion, Itichard Braithwaite ; Venus, John ' Fer- 
guson ; I'egasus, Greyhound, Andromeda, and Beal Castle, Ca])taina 
J ohn Bazeley, William Dixon, Henry Byrne, and William Fooks. 

On the 1 6th of A Sir George Hodney got sight of the 
enemy bearing north-west, and about eight leagues to lee- 
ward of the Pearl Hock, and made the signal for a general 
chase. The wind was southerly, and at 5h. p.m. the two 
fleets had sboitened the distance between each other so 
much, that the force of each was plainly discernible, and at 
sunset Sir George Hodney formed liis fleet in line ahead, 
and ordered the frigates to keep sight of the enemy dui'ing 
the uight. At daybreak on the 17th, the wind continuing 
southerly, the British fleet, in line ahead on the starboard 
tack, was to windward of the enemy, who was observed 
.forming on the same tac*k. At 6h. a.m. H-odnoy, judging 
from the state of the French fleet that an attack on their 
rear would be attended with success, coinimmicated his wish 
by signal ; and, having ordered his fleet to wear and form 
the line on the larboard tack, at one cable’s leugtli dibvfcance, 
he continued under easy sail till 81i. 30in. Having, by this 
lime, reached a desirable })ositiori, and being at no great 
distance to windward, Bir George Hodney made tlie signal 
to bear up in line al)reast, and commence the action. This 
manceuvre, however, was adroitly frustrated by the French 
admiral, who, observing that liLs rear was about to be at- 
tacked, also wore round on the larboard tack, thereby 
reversing his line. Bir George Hodney, tljus foiled in his 
design, hauled to the wind on the starbofU’d tack, and stood 
on until llh. a.m., when, being nearly parallel with the 
French fleet, he made the preparatory signal, and a little 
before noon made that for the fleet to bear up in line abreast, 
and close the enemy. Orders so clear and explicit, joined to 
the example of the oommaiider-in-chieft and the sliips licai* 
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liiin, could scarcely have been uadsnnderstood ; yet several 
ships of the British van division, led by Captain Bobert 
Carkett, kept their luff, and endeavoured to bring to action 
the French van ships. Sir George Bodiiey, in the Sandwich, 
brought to action a French ship which was astern of Be 
Guichen, and was nobly supported by Bear-Admiral Bowley 
and the rear division ; aii<l, but for the unfortunate mistake 
of the British vfin ships, a decisive action must have ensued. 
After engaging till 4h. p.m., the French fleet bore up and 
made sail before the wind, while, from the disunited and 
crippled state of tlie British fleet, it was found inexpedient 
to pursue the enen;^y. The killed and wounded were as 
follow : — 


Ships, 

Killed. 

W’^ounded. 

Ships. 

Killed. 

Woiuided. 

Sandwich 

14 

51 

Montagu 

9 

30 

Princess Boyal . 

5 

14 

Magnificent .... 

1 

10 

Conqueror .... 

13 

3d 

Boyne 

2 


Grafton 

2 

33 

Stirling Castle . . 

4 

34 

Vengeance . , . . 

1 

0 

Trident 

14 

26 

Ajax 

Flizabeth 

4 

9 ! 
3 

13 

16 

Yarmouth , . . . i 
Vigilant ! 

5 

15 

2 

Albion 


Intrepid 

10 

11 

Terrible 

^ ll 

21 

49 

12 

Medway ...... 

3 

i 

2 

V/UI Ll Willi 

Sufbdk 

1 

Total 

1 

120 

362 


I'he officers killed and wounded on board the fleet were 
as follow :-^Intrepid : Captain the Hon. H. St. John, and 
Lieutenants Bichaivl Deacon and Thomas Hooper, killed ' 
and the gunner wounded. Sandwich: Lieutenant Monckton, 
killed. Medw ay : LieTitenant Wigrnore, killed. Mon- 

tagu : Captain Houlton, Lieutenant the Hon. A, Foresto* 
Cockraue, Capiain of marines Bobta't Carey, and Captain 
Ogle, 87th regt., wounded. Blizabeth ; Lieutenant of 
inarineB John I lerriott, wounded. Grafton: Captain Nown- 
hain, and Lieutenants Nathaniel Stuart and Edwai'd Smith, 
woumled. The F reu ch loss amounted, including officers, to 
158 killed and 820 wounded. 

Captains Carke;tt and Bateman were severely dealt with, 
and the latter dismissed the service by a court-martial, but 
immediately afterwards reinstated. That their conduct pro- 
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ceeded from error in judgment only> is to be inferred from 
their previous gallantry. Rear-Admiral Hyde Parker, who 
commanded the division, was, in stiictness, answerable for 
the disobedience, as it was termed, but, more properly, misr 
construction, of the admiral’s signals. Why did he not bear 
up in obedience to the signal? Qaptain Oarkett, it will be 
remembered, was the first lieutenant of the Monmouth, 
when she captured the Eoudroyant, and the same who nobly 
fought the ship after Captain Gardiner’s death ; neither ought 
Captain Bateman (who had more killed and wounded on 
board his ship than his rear-ad mfral) to have been selected 
as a victim to appease the disappointment of the public. 

A partial engagement took jdace on the 19th of May, 
on which occasion the Albion had twelve men killed and 
sixty-one wounded ; and the Vigilant, nine killed and fifteen 
wounded. The other sliips sustained little damage. 

On the 7th of June, in tlie morning, the 32-gim fiigate 
Iris, Captain James Hawker, while cruising off the North 
American coast, discovered a strange sail on her lee beam, 
and wore towards her. The stranger wiis the French 36»gun 
fiigate Hermione, commanded by M. La Touche, who had, 
a short time previously, made a pompous speech to the State 
of Massachusetts Bay, offering to scour the coast of British 
frigates. The two frigates, having approached witliin 
niusket-shot, exchnnged broadsides as they passed on op- 
posite tiOcks j when the Iris wearing round, brought the 
Hermione to close action, both ships I’uiining ofi’ tlie wind. 
After an action of one hour and twenty minutes, the Her- 
mione endeavoured to get away. The Iris lost no time in 
making sail alter her o])ponent ; Imt having received much 
damage in her spars, and having liad most of her studding sail 
booms shot away, she was unable to overtake her. After 
following the Hermione for some time, a strange sail hove 
in sight ahead, to which tlu^ French frigate made .signals of 
recognition, when Caj)tain Hawker discontinued the pursuit. 
In hauling to the wind, the Iris’s fore-topsail yard went in 
the slings, and her lower masts, bcii]g much wounded, it was 
feared, would follow : the smootlmess of the water alone 
preserved them. The Iris had seven men killed, and Lieut. 
Bourne, of the marines (mortally), and nine men wounded. 
The Hermione escaped into Boston, leaving Captain 
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La Touche very little to boast of in his action with the 
Iris. 

On the 15 th of June, the 32-^n ftigate Apollo, Captain 
Philemon Pownoll, cruising in the North Sea in company 
with the Cleopatra, Captain the Hon. George IMurray, was 
despatched in chase of a cutter in the south-west quaiter. 
At lOh. 30m. A.M., being nearly within gun-sliot of the cutter, 
a large ship was observed standing out from the land, upon 
which Captain Pownoll endeavoured to close the stranger. 
The wind was about north-east, and the stranger, standing 
to the northward on the starboard tack, was enabled to 
cross the Apollo’s bow's. At llh. the stranger tacked to 
the eastward, and the Apollo also hove about, until the 
stranger being on her weather quarter, the Apollo again 
tacked, as did also the enemy. The stranger, wliich was the 
French 32-gun inereliant frigate Stanislaus (but having only 
twenty-six long 12-pounders mounted), and the Apollo 
exchanged broadsides in passing, when the latter again 
tacking, brought lier to close action under all sail at about 
noon. As the fight proceeded, the two ships edged off the 
wind, standing in for Ostend. The cannonading had con- 
tinued 11 early an Lour, wdicn the brave Pownoll was killed, 
and the command of tlie ship devolved on Lieutenant 
Edward Peile'w, who continued the light with great spirit. 
Finding the intention of tlio enemy Was to run ashore, the 
Ai)ollo’s now youtliful commander gallantly endeavoured, by 
every means in his power, to frustiate the design in crossing 
and reci'ossing the enemy’s bow^s ; but being in little more 
than twenty feet water, lie deemed it pm dent, mth the advice 
of the master and other officers, to wear the ship, and come 
to the wind with her liead off shore. In a few minutes after 
the Apollo discontinued the action, the Stanislaus took the 
ground, and her foremast and main-topmast fell over the 
side. Ostend heing neutral ground, it was considered im- 
proper to violate the neutrality by renewing the engagement, 
and while the point was under discussion the Btanislaus 
fired a gun to leeward to claim the protection of the Dutch. 
The action, therefore, was not recommenced. The Stanislaus 
was afterwards got off and carried into Ostend, wiiere she 
was bought by tbe British goverimient, and added to the 
navy by the name of Proselyte, The Apollo lost in the 
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action, besides ber captain, fire men killed and twenty 
wotinded. . IJjbr rigging was cut to pieces, and slie bad three 
feet w'a.ter in her bold when she left off the action. The 
loss of tbe French ship is not recorded. 

Lieutenant Pellew (who was promoted on tbe 1st of July), 
in a piivate letter addressed to the Admiralty, mentioned, 
in glowing terms, the assistance be derived from Mr. John 
Milburn, the master, and also from Lieutenant J. Browme 
Biince, second of the ship, Lieutenant of maiines George 
V. Mansfield, and Bitchie, master’s mate. 

On the 1st of July, the 50-g\ui ship Itomney, Captain 
Boddam Home, cruising off Cape Fmisterre, after a close 
action of forty miiiutos, captured the French IS-pouiider 
40“guii fiigate Aitois, Captain de Fahre. 'l^'he Artois, out 
of 460 men, had twenty killed and forty woimded ; and tiro 
Boinney two men woiii'Kled. The Artois ineasiired 1,159 
tons, and was tbe finest frigate at that time afloat, and w^as a 
valuable acquisition to the British navy, to which she was 
added under the same name. On the 6th, the Bomriey captured 
the French corvette Perle, of eighteen guns and 138 men. 

On the 4th of July, the Prudente, of thirty-six guns, and 
Licome, of thirty-two guns. Captains the Hon. William 
Waldegrave and the Hon. Thomas Cadogan, cruising off 
Cape Ortegal, at lOh. A. M., chased a large frigate. Light 
airs and foggy weather delayed the jairsuing ships ; but the 
Prudente, at midnight, brought the stranger to close action, 
who fought until she had lost her niainniast and bad five 
feet M’-ater in her hold, when she struck. Tlie prize v^as the 
French 40-gun frigate Capricieuse, but witli only thirty -two 
guns mounted, and 308 men, commanded by M. de Bausanne, 
who fell in the action. So desj>erate liad been the defence 
of the Capricieuse, that, after being surveyed, it was con- 
sidered impossible to convey her into port ; and as soon as 
the piisoners were removed, she was set on fire and de- 
stroyed.? The necessity of destroying so fine a frigate as tlio 
Capricieuse, a ship of 1,100 tons, and only a few months old, 
was much to be lamented, and her destruction does not 
appear to be justified by the report of her survey.^ Tlie 

* The following statement, of damagA was made previous to tlie 
destruction of this beautiful ship : — '^Foremast shot in several places; 
foi-ettipinast over the side ; mainmast sliot away ten feet above the deck, 
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(,'apiicieuse lost lier first and second captains, and about 
100 men killed and wounded ; and the British loss amounted, 
in the Pnidente, to four midshipmen (John Dismond, Bichard 
Montgomery, Thomas England, and William Dismond), 
twelve seamen, and one marine killed. Lieut. J oseph Ellison 
(lost right arm), one midshipman (William McCarthy), 
twenty-five seamen, and four mai*ines wounded, three of 
whom mortally. The Licome had three men killed and 
seven wounded. 

On the 14th of July, the 64-gun ship E'onsiich, Captain 
Sir James Wallace, while cruising off Belleisle, chased a 
French convoy, which was under the protection of three 
frigates; but, witli the exception of one frigate (La Lazere), 
wliicli took the gi’ound, the whole succeeded in entering the 
Loire. The Lazere, though pierced for thii’ty-six guns, had 
only twelve mounted, and the boats of the Nonsuch were 
.sent to destroy her ; but while this service was being 
effected, throe large skips were discovered in the oliing 
making signals to cacli other. The attention of Sir James 
Wallace was accoixlingly directed to this more important 
object, and the Nonsuch was soon under a crowd of sail to 
close with the strangers. About midnight the Nonsuch, 
being a remarkably fast-sailing ship, overtook the sternmost, 
which wiifi the 12-poiinder 32-gun frigate Belle Poule, coin- 
inanded by the Olicvalier Kergariou, and after a rnniiing 
action of two hours’ duration obliged tlie enemy to surrender 
The Nonsuch had three men killed, and two mortally, and 
eight wounded, moT-c or les.s severely. The loss on board 
the Belle Poule in her noble defence, out of a crew of 27 -5 
men, amounted to twenty -five killed, including the captain ; 
and the majority of the offlcei-s and fifty men were wounded. 
Tlie })rize measured 902 tons, and was added to the Britisli 
navy under her Fx'encli name. The otlier two sliips (one of 
which, the Aimable, was a frigate of the same class as tlie 
Belle Poule) effected tlieir escape. 

On the 22nd of July, the 20-gim ship Porcupine, Captain 
Sir Oharhjs Knowles, while cruising off Yalencia, beat off 

lyi Jig fore and aft ; mizeninasfc sliot in several places ; inizen-topinastthe 
sainei ; all her sjiare yards an#jnasts rendered unservU-eable liy shot j'a 
nitiuber of shot-holes iH^twixfc wind and water, Mid many other damages ^ 
and we left her with six feet water in the hold,” &e. 
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two large Spanish polacres, the largest of which mounted 
twenty-^ight long 9-pouriderB and the smallest twenty-fonr 
guns. A third vessel joined in the combat, but after several 
unsuccessful attacks the whole made sail away. The Por- 
cupine had only four men wounded. A few days afterwards 
Sir Charles Knowles, having in company the Minorca 
sloopj Captain Lawson, brought to action, off the Barbaiy 
coast, the French 3 2 -gun firigate Montreal. After an en- 
gagement of near two hours, the ships separated, the Poi-eu - 
pine having had three men killed and two wounded, and the 
Minorca two men killed. 

On the 10th of August, at 4h. 30m. p.m., while the 36-gun 
frigate Flora, Captain William Peere Williams, was ciniising 
off IJshant, a lidgate and cutter were discovered to leeward. 
The wind was moderate from east-north-east, and the stran- 
gers were observed to be on the starboard tack, distant about 
four miles. The Flora bore up, a.nd made sail in chase, and 
the ship, wliich was the 36-gun frigate Nymphe, having 
backed her mizen-topsaiJ, the Flora, at 5h. lOin., commenced 
the action within niusket-shot. The cannonadii^g histed for 
an hour, the ships gradually nearing each other, initil the 
Flora’s wheel being shot ajvay, she fell on board the Nymphe. 
The action continued fifteen minutes longer, when the enemy 
quitted their guns, and made several attempts to board, but 
were repulsed with loss. The British crew, headed by Lieu- 
tenant Edward Thoi-nborough, then boai'ded the Nymphe, 
and, after a short but sevei*o struggle, lianled down the 
French colours. The Nyinphe, cointnandod by the Giievalier 
Bomain, commenced the action with 291 men. She was 
pierced for forty guns, but had only thirty -two long 1 2 and 
6-pouixders mounted. She lost her fii*st and second cap- 
tains, her first lieutenant, and other ofiice.i*s — in all, sixty- 
three killed, and sixty-eight (including a great many officers) 
wounded. The Flora was an 18-poiinder frigate, mounting, 
including carronades, forty-two guns, with a crew of 259 
men, of which she had nine killed, and tlie master (Mr. Creed) 
and seventeen inen woumted. Lieutenant Thornboroiigh 
was deservedly promoted on tbe 14th of September following. 
The aSTymphe was added to the British navy under tlio samo 
name, as a 12-pounder 36-guu frigate. 

On the 13 til of August, the 64-gun ship Bienfaisxint, and 

X 2 
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44'guii sliip Charon, Captains John Maobride and John 
Symoiids, being off the Old Head of Klinsale, chased a large 
French ship. At 7L SOm. a.m. the Bienfaisant brought the 
stranger to action, and being well supported by the Charon, 
the enemy at 9h. a,m/ struck. The prke was the French 
64-gun privateer Comte d’Artois, having a crew of 640 men, 
and coimnanded by Chevalier Clonard, lieutenant de vaisseau. 
She had twenty-one men killed, and thirty-ffve wounded. 
The Bienfaisant liad *three men killed, and twenty-two 
wounded, and the Charon one man Avounded. 

On the 3()th of September, the 32>guTi frigate Pearl, Caj>- 
tain George Montagu, being off* Bermuda, captured, after a 
Avell-contested action, the French merchant frigate Esp6rance, 
mounting twenty-eight guns, 12-pounders. The Pearl’s loss 
in the action was Lieutenant Foulke, of the marines, and five 
men killed, and the master ( — Dunbar) and nine wounded. 
The Esperance, out of 123 men, had twenty killed, and 
twenty-four wounded. The prize measured 736 tons, and 
was added to the navy as the 32-gun frigate Clinton. 

On the 2nd of November, the 14-gim brig Zeph 3 rr, Com- 
mander John Inglis, captured, after a gallant action, the 
Frencli 18-gun .ship Senegal (formerly tlie British Eace- 
horse), lying with some prijzes in the river Gambia. The 
French loss amounted to twelve men killed, and twenty-two 
wounded ; and the Zephyr’s to two killed, and four wounded. 
On the 22nd of NoA'^ember the Senegal took fire and blew 
up, when preparing for the lioincward voyage. Lieutenant 
George Ci'ofts and twenty-tAvo officers and men perished. 

On the 8th of December, while the squadron on the East 
India station, under Yice-AdmirarSir Edward Hughes, was 
off* Mangalore, several vessels belonging to Hyder Ally were 
observed in the Eoads. There not being sufficient water for 
the sliips, the boats were sent aAvay under cover of tAvo of 
the H. E. I. Company’s snoAvs, which with great gallantly 
boarded and destroyed the whole, with the exception of one 
armed brig, which escaped by throAving overboard her guns, 
and running into the harbour. This service was, however, 
attended with seA-ere loss, amounting to Lieutenant — Gos- 
nam, of the Bttrford, and ten men killed ; and Lieutenants 
Samuel Button, of the Superb; Dunbar M'Lellan, of the Eagle, 
and fifty-one men wounded. 
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On tlie 30tli of December, war being declared against 
Holland^ the Dutch 54-gun sliij) Princess Caroline was cap- 
tured off the Goodwin by the 74-gun ship Eellona, Gaptain 
Itichard Onslow, The Dutch loss was four men killed, and 
twelve wotmded ; and that of the British, one killed, and 
two wounded. The prize was added to the British navy 
under the same name. 

1781 On the 4th of Jatiuaiy, the 7 4-giin ships Coxirageux 
and Valiant, Captains Lord Mulgiwe and Samuel Goodall, 
beingoff Brest, chased three French frigates, but were only able 
to overtake one,whicli, after a running fight of great obstinacy 
with the Courfigeux, surrendered. 'Fhe sliip captured was 
the (late British^) 32 -gun frigate Minerva, Caj)tain Chevalier 
de Grimouard ; and she sustained a loss of foi4y-nine men 
killed, and her captain and twenty-three w^ounded : her hull 
was much damaged, and masts unserviceable. Tlio Coin*ageux 
was much injurt^d by the frigate’s fire, and had ten men 
killed, and seven wounded. The Minerva was restored to 
the British, navy under the name of Recoveiy. 

On the 5th of January, the Dutch 50-gun ship Rotterdam, 
Captain Volbergen, was captimed by the r>0-guii ship Wai - 
wick, Captain the Hon. George Keith Elpldnstone, after a 
smart action. The RotteAlam had been previously engaged 
by the 50-gun ship Isis, Captain Evelyn Siittoii ; hut the 
British ship being fifty men short of com))lenient, Captriin 
Button did not prosecute the action witli sufficient vigour, 
and the Dutch ship was permitted to escape. ('.^a})tain 
Button was tided by eourt-ruartial for neglect of duty, and 
leprimanded. The Rotterdam was added, to the Bidtisli 
navy under the same name. 

C)m the 22 m d of January, in the morning, the 36-gun 
frigate Prudonte, in company with tlie .Proserpine, cliased 
a strange sjul ; but the former outsailing her consort, con- 
tinued the pursuit alone. At night the iPrudente brouglit 
the stranger to action within pistol-shot ; but the latter liad 
recourse to some clever irianceuvre, and succjceded in evading 
her pursuer until the 24th, and escaped a second time in the 
night. On the 2Gth the stranger wavS again seen to leeward 

* Tlie Minerva, Captam John Stott, was captured in thetVewt Indies;, 
hy a large French frigiite, in 1777, Captain Stott being at the lime 
unaware of the declaration of war. 
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’s’Titlioiit a main-topsail-yardj and the Prudente having once 
more closed witli her, she hauled down her colours, and was 
taken possession of. The prize was the French 32rgim pri- 
vateer American, and had on board a crew of 245 men. She 
had thrown overboard her qnarter-deck guns in the chase, 
so that, when captured, she had only twentydonr guns (long 
8-pounders) on board. 

On the 25th of Februaiy, the 32-gun frigate Cerberus, 
Captain Ilobert Mann, being twenty leagues to the westward 
of Cape FinisteiTe, chased a frigate bearing soixth-west. 
Having, in a few hours, closed wdth the stranger, the Cerberus 
opened hre, and in less than twenty minutes compelled her 
to strike. She proved to be the Spanish 28-gun frigate 
Grana, Captain Don Nicolas de Medina, and commenced the 
action with 166 men, of wdiich she had six killed and seven- 
teen wounded. The Grana was added to the British navy 
by the same name. 

On the 16th of March, Vice-Admiral Marriot Arbuthnot’s 
sqixadron, consisting of the undermentioned ships, being olf 
the Chesapeake, fourteen leagues from Cape Henry, came in 
sight of the French squadi'on under M. Ternay. The British 
squadron was disjxosed in the following order, hut which 
was reversed in the action which ensued. 


Guns. Ships. 

04 America Captain Samuel Thompson 

74 Bedford ,, Edmund Aflieck 

60 Adamant ,, Gideon Johnstone 

fts S Admiral Thomas Graves (red) 

^ j Captain David Graves 

t-A 1 1 i Vice-Admiral Harriot Arbuthnot (wliiteV 

.4 Oak . . . . I 

( Prudent „ Thomas Burnet 

( Europa „ Smith Child 

74 Kobust ,, Phillipps Cosby 

32-gun frigates Iri.s and Pearl, Captains Geuige Dawson and George 
Montagu, and Guadaloupe, twenty-eight. Captain Hugli liobinson. 


The French squadron, consisting of seven sail of the line, 
one ship of ibi*ty-four guns, two frigates, and one 64-gun 
.ship, armed en fiute, was brought to action, at 2h. p.m., by 
the Robust, Europa, and .IVudent, the leading British ships, 
and they oontinuecl engaging until 3h., when the French 
squadron bore up. It appears to have been in the power of 
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the ships which were not engaged to have brought the 
enemy to action, but the Admiral chose nither to stay by 
his crippled ships, and the enemy was permitted to escape. 
The loss on the part of the British was as follows: — 
Hobust; fifteen killed, including Lieutenant the Honourable 

Littleton, and twenty-one wounded. Europa, eight 

men killed and ton wounded Prudent, seven men killed 
and twenty-four wounded. Royal Oak, London, and Ame- 
rica, each thi*ee wounded. Total : thirty killed and sixty- 
four wounded. I.he British squadron returned to Lynn 
Haven Ikiy to refit. 

On the 16th of April, a squadron, consisting of the 

Guns. Ships. 

rn-vt i Commodore George Johnstone 

50 Koinney • • • • | Oaptoin Koadam Home 

74 Hero „ Charles W ood 

64 Monmouth . . „ James Alms 

(.f. 1 Jupiter .... „ Tliomas Pasley 

I Isis „ Evelyn Sutton 

Frigates, &c. — Diana, Active, Jason, San Carlos, R. Charlotte 

— together with a large convoy, lying in Porto Praya Bay, 
St. Jago, was attacked by a French squadron under Com- 
modore SufTrem. Commodore Johnstone, considenng the 
neutrality of the port a security, was engaged ilt watering 
the ships, and had taken no measures for their defence. 
From the shoalness of the water in shore however, the Hero, 
Monmouth, Isis, and Jupiter were compelled to anchor 
outside, and opposed their broadsides to the entrance, Tlie 
ftritish ships were in this unprepared state, and great pai.*t 
of the crews on shore, when the French squadron, at about 
9b. 30ra. A.M., a]q)eared in the oiling. The men were imnie- 
diately recalled from the shore, and the shijis put in the 
best posture which the time permitted for defence. 

The Fi'encli squadron, consisting of five sail of the line 
(74-gun ships Heros and llaunibal, and 64-gun ships Artisan, 
Bphynx, and Vengeur), and several frigates and smaller 
vessels, in all eleven sail, having a fine breeze of wind, 
rounded the cast jK^nt of land at 1 Oh. 45 m., and stood in 
line of battle towards the Britisli squadron. Shoitly after- 
wards Commodore Sufirein, in the Heros, dropped anchor 
abreast of tlie Monmouth, intending to l>ring up with a 
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c?j>rmg on the cable, and engage that ship ; but having too 
much way, the cable parted and the ship drove alongside 
the Hero. Suffrein was followed by other ships, and in a 
shell: time the filing became general. So Well, however, did 
the two outermost British ships fight their guns, that the 
PVench were beaten off with considex’able loss. All except 
the Hannibal succeeded in getting out of the bay without 
flifiiculty ; but that ship, being totally dismasted, w'as com- 
pletely in the power of the British. But she was permitted 
to escape with a small sail set on the stump of her foremast, 
and was subsequently taken in tow by a French fiigate. 

After some deliberation, Commodore Johnstone deter- 
mined upon going in jnimiit of the enemy ; but, being 
accompanied by pai-t of the convoy, he did not gain 
liiucli in the chase, and at sunset returned to Poi’to Praya. 
The loss sustained by the British, was — in the Romney, 
seven men; Hero and Jupiter, each tw'o men ; and Monmouth; 
six men w^ounded ; in the Isis, four killed and five? w'ouiided; 
and in the Ja, son, Lieutenant George Keith, and one man 
killed, and seven wounded. The East-India ships suflered 
more by the enemy’s fire than the sliips of war ; and, in the 
whole, the British loss w'as thii-ty-six killed, and 147 
wounded. Tlie French made one capture among the Fast- 
India shifli, but this vessel was retaken hy tlie squadron on 
the next day. 

On the 20th of April, as the 28-guii frigate Resource, 
Ca])tain Bartholoiaew Samuel Rowley, on the Jamaica 
station, was cruising off Cape Blaise, a strange sail was 
observ-ed standing towards her. Having tacked and made 
the private signal, wliicli remained unanswered, the Resource 
cleared for action, and hove to for the enemy. At 4h. oOin. 
i\M. the stranger lioisted French colours, rmiged up alongside 
the British frigate, and commenced the action, wliidi con- 
tinued until 61i., winui the French ship struck. The prize 
proved to be tlie late British 24-gun ship Unicorn 
(captured in the preceding year by a French squadi'on) ; 
and, in addition to her twenty long 9 -pounders, she mounted 
eight carronados, 12-pounders, With a crew of 181 men, 
commanded by the Chevalier de St. Ture. The Unicorn 
was not surrendered until reduced to an unmanageable state, 
with eight men killed and thirty wounded. The Resource 
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had on board Major Alexander Campbell, with a party of 
Loyal American Bangers and artillerymen, and from the 
large number on her decks, her loss was severe, amounting 
to lifteen men killed and thirty wounded : among the latter 
was the second lieutenant, Yalentine Edwards. The Unicorn 
was restored to the British navy as a 24-gun ship. 

On the 29th of A pril, an action took pLree off Fort Boyal 
Bay, Martinique, between the British and French fleets 
under Bear-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood and Coiiite do Grasse. 
The French fleet was gren,tly superior in point o{‘ fV>rco, and 
also possessed the advantage of the wind, as well as superior 
sailing ipalities, but the French admiral declined bringing 
on a decisive engagement j and it was not in the j)Ower of 
the British fleet to do so. In the partial and distant can- 
nonading which took place, the principal loss and damage 
sustained was by tlie Centaur, Bussel, Shrewsbuiy, and 
Gibraltar, and otlier ships of the rear division. The (3entaur 
had her captain (John H. P. ^lott), Lieutenant James 
Plowden, and ten men killed, and one lieutenant of marines 
and twenty-six. men wounded. The llussol, Captain An- 
drew Sutherland, had the master, lvo}.>ei*t Johnson, and 
six men killed, and sixteen wounded ; the Shrewsbuiy, 
(Japtain Mark Bobinson, six men killed and fourteen 
womided ; and the Gibraltar, Bear- A dmiral Drake, live 
killed and sixteen wounded. The total loss sustained by 
the British fleet was thirty-six killed and 161 wounded, and 
the French loss, 119 killed and 150 wouiuled. Tlie^Centaur 
and Bussel received much damage in their Iiulls ; latter 
was reduced to a sinking .state, and with difficulty reached 
St. Eustasius. The two fleets remained in sight for several 
days, but no action of consequence ensued. 

On the Lst of May, the 74-guii .shi|> Canada. Caj)tain Sir 
George Collier, having been detached by Yicc-A<lmiral 
Darby, oomraaiider-in-oJiief of the Cliannel fleet, to watch 
the port of Brest, discovered a squadron of small ships, which, 
dispersing on her a[>proach, the Canada chased the largest. 
After a pursuit of 210 miles, the Canada overtook the chase 
on the morning of the 2iid. After a running tight, which 
was prolonged to an hour and a» half, in. consequence of tlie 
heavy sea, which prevented the Canada from opening lier 
lower deck ports, the frigate surrendered. The prize was 
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Santa Leocadia, Captain Don Fnincisco de Wenthuisen 
(wlio lost Ills ann in thte action), pierced for forty gitns, but 
had only thirty-four (pnncipally long 12-pounders) . mounted. 
The Santa Leocadia was a remarkably fine, last-sailing ship, 
the hrst in the Spanish service that was coppered, and was 
added to the British navy under the same name. The 
Canada had one of the trunnions of a lower deck gun shot 
oil: 


On the 14tli of May, the 64-gim ship Nonsuch, Captain 
Sir James Wallace, being off Brest, aha.sed a large ship 
bearing east-south-east. At lOh, 30m. p.m. the Nonsuch 
was alongside the chase, then discovered to bo a large liue- 
of-battle ship. A mutual cannonading took place, which 
continued at close quartei*s till midnight. During the action 
the ships fell foul, carrying away the spritsail-yard of the; 
Nonsuch, and breaking the fluke of her anchor. The com- 
batants having separated, the Ercncli sliip made all sail to 
get away. The Nonsuch, having lost her mizenmast, and 
having sustained other serious damages to her sails and 
rigging, could not make sail in pursuit for some time ; but, 
after great exertions on the part of her oncers and crew, 
the Nonsuch, by daylight on the 15th, was in a state to 
renew the action. The enemy was the Fcench 74-gun ship 
Active, and observing the damaged state of her late oppo- 
nent, waited her approach, and at 51i. a.m. tlie action recom- 
inenoed with gi'eat sjiirit, and lasted till ()h. 30m. By this 
time the Nonsuch had her fore-yard shot away, all her 
masts, ^Is, and rigging cut to pieces, and several of her 
guns dismounted ; and Sir James, finding he had no chance 
of overcoming a ship so much superior in size and weight of 
metal, determined on relinquishing the contest. In this 
gallant encounter the Nonsuch, whose full complement was 
only 500 men, sustained a very severe los.s, amounting to 
twenty-six killed and sixty-four — ^including Lieutenants 
Thomas Spry, John K. Falconer, and Augustus Markett 

Stone, master, and Hotliam, boatsvrain— wounded. 

Her opponent, which commenced the action with 750 men, 
had one lieutenant and fourteen men lolled and thirty-eight 
wounded ; and that the damage to her hull was great, may 
be inferred from her baving relinquished the engagement 
when, to all appearance, victory was within reach. Tlie 
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Active, commanded bj M. de Boados, belonged to tbe 
squadron of M. de» la Mothe Piquet. 

On the afternoon of the 27th of May, the lO-grin ship 
Atalanta and 14- gun brig Trespassey, Commanders Edward 
Edwards and James Smith, while cruising off the North 
American coast, got siglit of a sail in the south-east. Per- 
cei\dng, on closing, that she -was a large frigate, the two 
British vessels hauled to the wind, pursued by the stranger. 
At noon, on the 28th, being within half a mile to leeward, 
the frigate lioisted American colours. Finding an action 
inevitable, Captain Edwards determined on attacjking the 
frigate, and tlie two brigs bore up accordingly. The action, 
under circumstances so unfavourable to the British, was 
continued for two hours and a half. Captain Smith was 
killed at a little i)ast Ih. f.m., but Lieutenant King con- 
tinued the action with great spirit, until the bng being 
perfectly disabled, with five out of her small crew (originally 
not more than eighty) killed, and ten wounded, was com- 
pelled to strike. The Atalanta continued tlie action for 
some time after the Trespassey had surrendered ; but was at 
length compelled to surrender, having a great many men 
killed and i#unded. Among the latter was Lieutenant 
Samuel Arden, in his rigfit arm ; but, after having hi s wound 
teniporariJy dressed, he heroically returned to the deck, 
and continued to assist in fighting the sliip. Tlio ship which 
had captured the two biigs was the American 40-gun frigate 
Alliance, of 300 men, commanded by Captain Barry. The 
Atalanta was retaken by a squadron of British frigates while 
steering for Boston. lieutemints Arden (riglit arm ampu- 
tated) and King were mo.st deseiwedJy promoted sliortly 
afterwards. 

On the 30th of May, the 36-guu frigate Flora and 28-guii 
frigate Crescent, Captains William Peere Williams and Hon. 
Tliomas I'akenham, belonging to tbe Gibraltar squadron, 
cliased tlm Dutch 36-gun frigates Castor and Brill. At 
5h. A.M. tlie British engaged the Dutch ships, the Flora 
singling out the Castor, Captain Peter Melvill, and the 
Crescent engaging the Brill. After two hours’ action, the 
Castor, Imving had tw^enty-two men killed and forty-one 
wounded, surrendered. 

The Crescent being a smaller sliip, was unequally matched, 
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and the Flora had i*eceived so much damage to her spars^ as 
to be unable to proceed to Captain Pakenham’s assistance. 
Thus unaided, Captain Pakenhaiu, after a nxost gallant 
resistance— his ship having lost her mainmast, and beirig 
otherwise completely defenceless- — ordered the coloturs to be 
hauled down. The Brill, however, had received so much 
damage, that she was iinable to take |>ossessioii of the 
Crescent, and, observing the exertions on board the Flora 
to reach the scene of action, the Dutch frigate made sail, 
and, in a shattered condition, reached Cadiz. The loss on 
board the Flora was nine killed and thiity-two wounde<l, 
eight mortally ; and on hoard the Crescent, Captain Hay- 
ward, of the navy (a volunteer), and twenty-five men were 
killed., and Lieut. Ellery (moi'tally) and sixty-six men wounded. 
Having struck his colours, Captain Pakenharn declined to 
resume command of the Orescent. Captain Williams, there- 
fore, having effected her recapture, put Lieutenant John Bligh 
in command of the prize. "Vj^ile on their voyage to England, 
the frigates and their prize were fallen in wdth by two 
French frigates ; and Captain Williams made the signal for 
each ship to shape a different course ; and the Flora escaped, 
but Captain Williams had the mortificationfDf witnessing 
the recapture of liis hard-earned ])rize, and of the Crescent. 
The captor-s were the French frigates Friponne and La 
Gloire. Captain J^ikeuham was afterwards tried by court- 
martial fur the surrender of the Orescent to the Brill, and 
most honourably acquitted, together with his officers and 
ship’s company. 

On the 2nd of July, a small squadron on the North Ame- 
rican station, oommande<l by Ca})tain Hotiiy F\ Evans, in the 
28-gun frigate Charleston, consisting of the 20-gun armed 
sliip Allegiance, Commander David Phipps, 14-gim sloop 
Yulturo, Ooramander Morgan Laugharne, and .Rupert, 
George, Yernon, and Jack, armed ships, bound to Cape 
Breton, wdth a convoy of fourteen sail, was chased by the 
Frencli 40-gun frigate Astree and 36-gun frigate Hermione, 
Captains de la Perouse and de la Toucho. Finding that the 
enemy gained rajiidly in the jmrsuit, Captain ‘Evans formed 
his little squfidron in line aliead, and, at about 8h. P.M., 
commenced the action. The Jack, being more exposed to 
the fire of the enemy, was compelled to strike; but so 
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vigorous was the fire of the remamiug British ships, that 
the two fiigates were content with their paltry trophy. In 
the engagement, which lasted tw^o hours, Caj)taiii Evans 
was uhlortunately killed, together A\ith seven of the Charles- 
ton’s crew, and t wenty-nine wounded. The Allegiance had ' 
one man killed and five w'ounded ; the Yulture, one killed 
and two wounded j and the Yernon, seven killed and six 
wounded. Commander Phipps then became the senior 
officer ; and, during the night, he made a signal to the 
squadron to alter the course a few points, so that on the 
following morning the enemy was not in sight, and the 
con voy was preserved. 

We have next to record a veiy sanguinaiy battle familiarly 
kno wn as the Dogger Bank action. The British squadron, 
under Yice- Admiral Hyde Parker, being off tbe Dogger 
Bank, on its return to England with the Baltic convoy, con- 
sisted of the following : — 


Guns. Ships. 

-Cl i*x 1 ( Vice-Aclirnral Hyde Parker (red) 

74 Fortitude | Captain George Eobertsoii 

80 Princess Amelia . . „ John Macartney 

74 Berwick ,, James I'erguson 

64 Bienfaisant . . . . . , „ Richard Braithwaite 

60 Buffalo ,, William Truacott 

60 Prcvstoa ,, Alexander Graiine 

44 Dolphin ,, AVilliam Blair 

Frigate.s — Belle Poule, Phillip Patton ; Latona, Sir Hyde Parker ; 
Cleopatra, Greorge Murray; Artois, John Maobride ; Iphigfiiiia, 
Charles Hope ; an<l Tartar, Robert M. Sutton. Sloops, cutters, &.c, 
— Cabot, Alert, licith. Busy, Sprightly, and Surprise. 


On the fith of August, at daybreak, a Dutch squadron, 
commanded by Ilear-Admiral Zoutman, was discovered 
steering nearly the same course as tlie British, and also 
escorting a. fleet of mei'chant ships. The Dutch squa<.lron 
consisted of the following : — 


Guns. Ships. 

68>’ Admiral Do Buy ter (flag) 
74 Admiral General 
64 Hollandia 
- . J Batave 

® ( Achniral Petit Hein 
60 Pi'ns Prince 
44 Argo 


iGuns. 

Z6-< 


Frig-ates. 

'■'Venus 

Medemblick 

Zephyr 

Ampliitrite 

^Bellona 


24 Dolphin 


Cutters, 

Ajax 

South Carolina 
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At 41i. A.M., Yice-Adunral Parker, placing the convoy in ' 
charge of Captain Sutton in the Tartar, ordered him to 
make the best of his way to Ihi gland. At 6h. a.m., the 
British squadron was ordered to foi-m a line of battle, at two 
cables’ length distance, and make all sail in chase* The 
Dutch admiral, however, showed no desire to avoid aii action, 
and, liaving stationed his fiigates and convoy to leeward of 
the squadi’on, hauled to the wind on the larboard tack under 
easy sail. The morning was fine and clear, with a light 
breeze of wind from, north-east, and the British, led by the 
Berwick, were soon bearing down in good order to the 
attack. At 8h. a.m., the British having arrived within 
pistol-shot to windward without the enemy’s having fired 
a shot, an action commenced, which, for steadiness on both 
sides, has been in few instances sur])a-ssed; but, owing to 
some little confusion among the British ships in taking 
Up their stations, occasioned in some measure from the 
damages sustained by the hill of spars at the commencement, 
the ships were not equally matched. After an incessant 
<'<aimonadiug of three hours and forty minutes, Vice- Adminil 
Parker hauled down the signal for battle, and the Bntish 
ships liove to, and commenced j‘e|)airing damages. The For- 
titude lost in the action twenty killed, and I.ieuts. Joseph Har- 
rington (mortally), John Waghorn, and Martin Hinckley, the 
boatswain, the pilot, and sixty-seven men wounded. Princess 
Amelia had her captain, the gunner, and nineteen men killed, 
and Lieuts. Bichard Hill, Isiuic Smith, and Bichard Leggatfc, 
and fifty-six. men wounded. Berwick, tw'o midslii))men, and the 
pilot, and eighteen men killed, and Lieuts. William Skipsoy, 
George Maxwell, Captain James Campbell, and Lieut. Hugh 
Stewart (of tlie marines), six inidshipraen, and fifty-oight 
men Avounded. Bienfaisaut, six men killed, and the gunner 
and twenty-one men wounded. Bufialo, twenty men killed, 
and. Lieut. B,andall (mortally), the boatswain, and sixty-four 
men wounded. Preston, ten men killed, and Captain 
Grseine (lost right ann), Lieut. Da.Add Hotchkis, and forty 
men womided, Dolplnn, Lieut. Dalby, and eleven men 
killed, and the l.)oatswain and thirty-three men wounded. 
Total, 109 killed and 3G2 (many mortally) wounded. The 
Fortitude received ten shot between wind and water, masts, 
badly grounded, most of the standiiig and running 
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rigging diot away, and seven guns rendered unseiwiceable. 
Princess Amelia, lower masts and bowsprit rendered unser- 
viceable, and bull much damaged. Berwick, fourteen shot 
between wind and water, mizen-topmast shot away, sevei*al 
ports beat into one, ten guns dismounted, and part of the 
poop shot away. Bienfaisant, hull and masts much damaged, 
and main-topmast sliot away. Bu&lo, thii'ty-niiie 3iot 
passed through the hull, stern gallery beat to pieces, and 
masts, &c,y much damaged. Preston, five shot between wind 
and water, thii’ty-two 421b. shot sticking in her sides, and 
fourteen passed clean through her. Dolphin, aU her masts, 
tkc., much damaged. 

The Dutch loss was even more severe, and the Hollandia 
sank the same night. Her flag, whicli was kept flying, was 
tixkeii away by the Belle Poule, and earned t.o Admiral 
Parker. The total loss in the Dutcli squadron, exclusive of 
the exx'W of the Hollandia, is repoi-ted to have, been 142 
killed and 403 wounded. After Vice-Admiral Parker dis- 
continued the action, the Dutch admiral put before tbe 
wind witli his sliattercd ships, and reached Idolland. It is 
to be I’egretted that the Bidtisli should have had nothing 
else to show by way of trophy than the Hollandia's flag, 
which had been nobly kdpt flying by her gallant defenders. 
The Dutch claimed a victory, and jmblished an exaggerated 
version of the aflair ; and the States-General liberally re- 
warded the surviving captains and ofheers,^ 

On the 7th of August, the 14-gun brig Helena, Com- 
mander Francis Roberts, at oli. a.m., was off the Rock of 
Gibraltjir, to the southward of Cabrit-a Point, and a third 
across towards Europa Point. It being a dead calm, the 
ci'ew wei’o endeavouring to sweep towards the rqck, when 
discovered by the Spanish gun-boats in Algeshus Bay, four- 
teen of which immediately stood towards the brig. Captain 
Roger (Curtis, in coinmand of the Brilliant fngate, observing 
the djuiger to which the Helena was exposed, immediately 
manned the Rex>ul&e and Vanguard, two gun-boats, and, 
tJiking with him as many boats fis be could collect, proceeded 
to the PTeleua’s assistance. The Spanish boats, however, 
succeeded in getting within gun-shot of the brig long bfjfore 

^ One of the inodes of conferring distinction on the junior c^ffipers 
present in the action was by allowing them to Tvear ex)aulet.s. 
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Captain CnrtLs was able to assist her, and at 8h. A, M. opened 
a heavy fire of round and grape. The Helena, keeping her 
broadside to the enemy by the aid of her sweeps, opened a 
smart and well-directed fire in return, and, as soon as the 
British boats got near enough to commence the attack^ a 
spirited contexSt ensued between them. At about 9h. the 
sea-breeze having reached the Helena, she was enabled to 
close Captain Curtis, and by lOh. the Spanish guii-boats 
retreated in shore. A 30-gim xebeque was on the point of 
making sail to join the gun-boats, but, observing their 
retreat, she returned to her anchorage. The Helena had 
only one man killed on board, but her sails and rigging were 
very much cut. 

On the 9th of August, the 32-guTi frigate Iris, Captain 
Geoi'ge Dawson, on the North American coast, brouglit to 
action the American 32-gun frigate Trambull, and, after 
engaging her one hour, compelled her to haul down her 
colours, witli the loss of four men killed, and tliree officers 
and seven men wounded. The Iris had only one man 
killed and six wounded. 


On tlie 14th of August, the 14-gun brig Caineleon, Com- 
mander Thomas Drury, being ofi* the Texel, chased a large 
Dutch lugger, mounting eighteen* long C-pounders, After 
engaging about a <pia.rter of an hour, the lugger blew up 
with a trenujudous explosion. Every endeavour was made 
by the Briti>sh boats to save the unfortunate crew, but 
without effect. Commander Dioiry and eleven men were 
wounded, and the Cameleoii dmnaged by fire. 

On the 2nd of September, the 50- gun ship Chatliam, Captain 
Andrew Snape Douglas, captured the French 32-gun frigate 
Magicienne, in Boston Bay; The Magicienne was commanded 
by the Chevalier Boucheticrre, and commenced the action 
with 280 men, of which she had thirty-two killed and 
fifty-four wounded before she struck. The Chatliam had 
only one man killed and one wounded. The Magicienne, 
being a very fine frigate, was added to the British navy 
under the same name, in which she continued nearly thirty 
years. 

On the morning of the 5th of September, a French fleet 
of twenty-four sail of the line, commanded by Comte de 
Grasse, was at anchor in Lynn Haven Bay, off which 
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anclioragc B.ear~ Admiral Thomas Graves appeared with the 
following, which are placed in the order of sailing : — • 


Ouns« 

74 

64 

74 

70 


Ships. 

Shrewsbury 
Intrepid .... 
Alcide .... 


74 

64 

74 

98 

74 

64 


Princesaa . 
Ajax 


Captain Mark Ttobinson 
„ A. J. P. Molloy 

,, Charles Thompson 

i Pear- Admiral F. S. Drake (blue) 

{ Captain C. Knatchbull 
,, Nat. Charing-ton 

,, Hon. W. C. Pinch 

„ Smith Child 

„ George Bo w en 

,, J. P. Ardcsoife 

(Bear- Admiral Thomas Graves (red) 
Captain David Graves 
,, Thomas Graves 

„ Lord It. Manners 

,, Samuel Thompson 

,, John Xngiefiold 

,, Francis Iteynolds 

( Bear- Admiral Sir Samuel Hood (blue) 

( Captain Alexander Hood 
,, Charles Saxton 

,, James Brine 

,, William Bayne 

60-giin ship Adamant, Captain Gideon J ohnstone. Frigates — Fortun^e, 
H. C. Cliristian ; Sibyl, Hon. J. Kodney ; Nymph, F. J. Ford ; 
Solebay, Thomas Everitt ; Kichmond, Chas. Hudson ; and Santa 
Monica, John Linzee. 


( Terrible 
Europa . . 
{ Montagu . . 
( Boyal Oak 

London . . 

Bedford . . 
Xtesolution 
America . . 


5 Centaur . , 
* ( Monarch . , 

Bartleur . . 

Invincible 
Belliqueux 


98 

74 

64 

74 


Alfred 


Tile Bolebay, being the advanced ship, at 9h. 30m. a.m., 
ma<ie the signal for seeing the French fleet at anchor, 
bearing sonth-west. At this time the wind was moderate 
from north-east, and the weather fine. The British fleet 
continued to stand in shore, and at llh. could plainly 
distinguish the enemy’s fleet at anchor within the Capes 
of Virginia, when Hear- Admiral Graves signalled to form 
the line on the starboard tack at two cables’ length distance. 
The French fleet got underweigh as soon as the tide served, 
and stood olF shoi:e on the laiLoard tack. 

At Ih. p.M. the two fleets were nearly abreast of each 
other on opposite tacks, and, shortly afterwards, the signal 
was made for Hear-Admiral Drake, who cominanded the 
rear division of the fleet (but which then became the van), 
to bear up and close the enemy ; and, subsequently, the 
whole British fleet wore round on the larboard taclL At 
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4h. 15m. the leading British ships, having got within 
less than half gun-shot of the enemy’s van, commenced the 
action. The engagement soon became pretty general with 
the British van and the centre, but the rear was unable to 
j)articipate at all, and, after cannonading for about two hours, 
the British fleet hauled to the wind, and the action ceased. 
At the termination of the action, Gape Henry bore north- 
west three leagues distant. The British van sluj^s sufiered 
in their masts and rigging. The Shrewsbury’s topmasts and 
topsiiiL-yards were rendered unserviceable, and she received 
much damage besides. The Intrepid had her fore and main- 
topsail-yards shot away, and her topmasts and other spars 
much cut. The loss in killed and wounded was as follows : — 


Ships. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Sliips. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

... 

Slirewtibury .... 

14 

52 

Montacfii ...... 

8 

22 

liitrejud 

11 

85 

Koyai Oak .... 

8 

5 

Alcide 

2 

18 

liondon 

4 

12 

Priiicfissa 

6 

11 

Bedford 

8 

4 

Ajax 

7 

16 

Resolution .... 

3 

16 


4 i 

21 




Europa 

j 1 

u 1 

^ ! 

1 

18 

Total 

t 

79 

i 

280 


The first lieutenant of the Shrewsbury was killed, and 
Captain Mark Bobinson lost a leg. The loss on board the 
French fleet is stated, in their official account, to have been 
one captain and three other officers killed, and eighteen 
oflicei*s wounded, and about 200 men killed and wounded. 
The French fleet ^ was superior to the British in number, 
w'eiglit of metal, and men, and continued for four days in sight 
of the British with the power of bringing on an action at 
their pleasure, but no attempt appears to have been made to 
do so. 

The leading ships, and among the number the Intrepid, 
gained distinction on this day. We name the Intrepid, 
because on a subsequent occasion (we allude to the 1st of 
June, 1794), Captain Molloy’s behaviour was severely stig- 
matized ; but it would appear that, on the 5th of September 


I Ships . . . 

. ( 19 

( 24 

1 Guns . . . 

\ 1,408 

FrencJi. . 1 1,822 

1 _ Men , . . 

. ( 11,311 

( 18,100 


* British 
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1781, at le^t, lie did bis duty nobly. Oonite de Grasse was 
reinforced a few days aft.erwards by eight sail of the line, 
under M. de Barras, which, in their passage from Bhode 
Island, had captured the British frigates Iris and Bichmond, 
Captains Dawson and Charles Hudson. Under such altered 
circumstances, the British fleet, after destroying the Terrible, 
in consequence of her damaged state, proceeded to Hew 
York to refit 

On the Gth of September, in the morning, the 14:-gun ship 
sloop Savage, Commander Charles Stirling, being ten leagucKS 
to the eastward of Charleston, observed a ship bearing down, 
which was at first taken for a privateer, of which Captain 
Stirling had received information. As the stran^r neared, 
however, Captain Stirling, perceiving that her force was too 
great to allow him to hazard an engagement, endeavoured to 
escape. The enemy gained rapidly in the chase, and finding 
escape impossible, Captain Stirling determined on making 
the best defence in liis power. At lOh. 30m., the enemy 
commenced firing how guns, and at llh., having arrived close 
under the quarter of the Savage, a vigorous fire of gi’eat 
guns and musketry was opened, wliich continued for one 
hour ; when the enemy, having received much damage, 
dropped astern, leaving the Savage in a defenceless state. 
Having repaired damages, fhe stranger again got alBngside 
the Savage, and renewed the action, and continued till near 
3h. p.M., when, from severe loss of men and the unmanageable 
state of the ship, deeming it to be useless further to protract 
the defence, Captain Stirling ordered the colours to be struck. 
The enemy proved to be the United States ship Congress, 
Captain Geddes, mounting twenty long 12-pounders on the 
main-deck, and four long 0-pounders on. her quarter-deck, 
with a crew of 215 men ; of which eleven were killed and 
thirty wounded. The Savage in this gallant affair lost, out 
of her small complement of originally not more than 100 meu, 
the master (Wightman) and seven men killed, and the 
captain, Lieutenant William Shield, three midshipmen, and 
twenty-seven men wounded. It is gratifying to be able to 
state that Captain Stirling and his officers and crew received 
every attention and kindness from the American captain. 
The Savage, before reaching an American port, w^as recap- 
tured by the Soieb^. 
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On tlie 3rd of December, the 40~gun frigate Artois, Cap- 
tain John Macbrkle, emisiiig in the North Sea, was attacked 
by tw’o schooners, each mounting twenty-four long 9-ponnd- 
ei's, both of wliicli were compelled to surrender after half 
an hours lighting. The two vessels were quite new, belong- 
ing to Amsterdam, and were named the Mars and Hei’cules : 
the ci ew of the former numbered 145 men, of which she had 
nine killed and fifteen wounded; and of the latter to 164, 
out of which she lost thirteen killed and twenty wounded. 
The Artois had one man killed and six w'ounded. The 
prizes, each measuring 399 tons, were added to the Britisli 
navy under the names of Pjlades and Orestes, and for a long 
time continued active and useful cruisers. 

At daybreak on the 12th of December, a fleet, fifty 
leagues to the southward of Ushant, of twelve sail of the 
line, one 50-gun ship, and four frigates, under Dear- Admiral 
Richard Kempenfelt, in the Victory, fell in with a French fleet 
of twenty-one sail of the line (including five 1 1 0-gun ships) 
and vsix frigates, ocuninanded by Admiral Comte de Guichen. 
Ignorant of the supei’ior force of the enemy, Kempenfelt 
ordered all sail to be made in chase. At 9h. p.m.> the British 
fleet, close hauled on the starbojird tack, had neared tlie 
enemy’s fleet sufliciently to make out that it consisted of 
large Ships steering to tlie wcslward, about two points off 
the wind. At Kill. 30in., the rear-admiral observed the 
lieadmost ships to be forming a line, upon wdiicli he also 
made the signal for a line of battle, but continued under a 
heavy }ires.s of sjiil on tlie contrary tack to the enemy, 
hoping to cut off part of the convoy. The 74-gun slvip 
Edgar, lieaiing the broad pemdant of Commodore John 
Elliot, led, and as she closed tlie rear of the Erencb fleet, 
the 80-gun ship Triomphant was observed crossing her bow’S, 
In order to avoid a raking broadside, the Edgar kept away 
a few points, and received the enemy’s fire on her larboard 
bow ; when luffing up, she jicured her broadside into the 
French ship, and shot away her main-yard and main'topma.st. 
Finding his sliips too mueli separated, Kempenfelt tacked to 
allow his stcriimosfc .ships to close before attempting to 
lenew action. At daylight the next morning, the enemy 
was seen ahead, when, ob.servmg the di.sparity between the 
two fleets, the rear-admiral contented himself with attacking 
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the convoy, fifteen sail of which, containing 1,002 soldiers 
and 548 seamen, were captured, A heavy gale sliortly 
afterwards dispersed the French fleet and convoy, and drove 
them back to France, five sail more of the convoy falling 
into the hands of Captain Benjamin Caldwell, in the Aga- 
memnon, with the Prudente, Captain Hon. W. Waldegrave. 

The British fleet, mentioned at p. 321, which engaged 
Comte de Grasse and returned to Hew York to refit, liaving 
been reinforced by two or three fresh shi|)s, sailed to the 
West Indies, under Ilear-Adnih'al Sir Samuel Hood ; and 
it being known that the French were besitjging the island 
of St. Christopher’s, Sir Sa-innel 'made sail for that place. 
Tlie British fleet, on the 23rd of January, consisting of 
twenty-two sail of the line, was close olf the soutli-east end 
of Hevis, and on the following day captured the French 
IG-gun cutter Esjfion, laden with shot and shells for tlie use 
of tlie besieging forces at St. Christojiher’s. At daybreak 
on the 25th, the French fleet was discovered standing to tlie 
southward on the larboard tack, comprising one ship of 
110 guns, twenty-eight two-decked ships, and two frigates. 
Hood stood towards the enemy, Avith the apparent interitioi) 
of bringing on an actioi^ Avhich had the efleefc of drawing 
tlie French fleet ofl* the land ; but no sooner liad lie elTetited 
tliis, than, aided by a favourable cliange in thS wind, ho 
tacked and fetched the ancliorage of Basseterre, A\diich the 
French admiral had quitted. Comte de Griisse, enraged at 
being tlius defeated, made three distinct and furious attacks 
upon the Britisli fleet on the 2(>th ; but was each time 
repulsed with great loss. The loss on board tlie J3ritish 
fleet, if any, is not recoixled. 

1782. — On the fitli of January, a large party of seamen 
and marines, belonging to the squadron of Vice-Admiral Sir 
Edward Hnglies, laiidcal on the island of Ceylon, under the 
commaii cl of Captain John Cell, of tlie Monarca, assisted by 
Cajitains James JMoutiigu, of the Medea, and Henry Reynolds, 
of the Combustion, accompanied by a detachment of troojis 
and sepoys. Before dark the Avhole had safely disembarked 
about three miles below Trineomalc fend, and made vso ra^vid 
a movement that tlie ganison surrendered without o|)posi- 
tion. Learning, from the pri.soners, that the remainder of 
the Dutch troops had retired to Fort Ostenburgh, it Avas 
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determined to attempt its reduction; and, at daybreak 
on the 11th, 450 seamen and marines, covered on each 
flank by a company of pioneers, and provided with a suffi- 
cient reserve, advanced to the assault, and, gallantly driving 
the enemy from their works, gained possession of the fort. 
The loss sustained on this occasioii amoxmted to Lieutenant 
George Long, second of the Superb, and twenty men killed ; 
and Lieutenants William Wolsely (na\ 7 ') and Samuel Orr 
(marines) and forty men wounded. The enemy’s loss was 
very severe. In the harbour were found two richly-laden 
Dutch sliips, and sixty-seven pieces of cannon, besides guns, 
dismounted mortars, <fec,, which also fell into the hands of the 
captors. 

On the 8th of .February, Sir Edward Hughes with his 
squadron arrived in Madras Hoads, where he received infor- 
mation that a French fleet hand arrived off the coast, and 
had taken several ships. The British squadron was at tliis 
time much too weak to risk an action ; but, on the following 
day, three ships, under the command of C.'aptain Alms, 
fortunately joined company, and Sir Edward Hughes sailed 
on the 16th with Ins squadron, consisthig of the under- 
mentioned : — 


Guns. Ships. 

74 Superb 

64 Exeter 

74 Hero 

68 Monarca .... 

^ Eagle . . . . , i 
« j 1 Monmouth . . 
) Worcester . . 
( Burford .... 
50 Isis 


{ Vice-Admiral Sir E. Hughes, K.B. (blue) 
( Captain William Stevens 
i Commodore Bichard King 
I Captain JI. Beynolds 
,, Charles Wood 

,, Jolin Gell 

„ Ambrose Beddal 
„ James Aims 

„ George Talbot 

,, Peter Bainer 

,, Hon. Thomas Lumley 

Seahorse, 24-gun ship. 


Commodore SufFrein, who commanded the French force, 
unaware of the reinlbrcement of the British scpiadron, ar- 
rived in sight of Madras Roads with the design of attacking 
it at anchor; but on perceiving nine two-decked ships 
instead of six, he made dispositions for his own defence. 

Oil seeing the French squadron in the offing, Sir Edward 
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Hughes made the signal to weigh. In the night he recap- 
tured several British merchant ships, and took one large 
ship laden with military stores. Continuing to stand to the 
south-east, the two squ^rons, at daybreak on the 17th, came 
in sight — ^the French squadron bearing north by east about 
three leagues distant — the weather being hazy, with light 
winds and occasional squalls from north-noi'th-east. The 
enemy was soon observed coming down before the wind to 
the attack, consisting of the following: — 74-gTin ships H6ros, 
Annibal, Orient, and Artisan ; 64-gun ships Severe, Vengeur, 
Brillant, Sphinx, and Ajax ; 50-gun ships Flamband, and 
Hannibal.^ 40-gun fiigates — Fourvoyante, Fier, Bellone. 
Corvette — Subtile. 

At 4h. P.M., the two squadrons were within gun-shot, the 
British being formed in line ahead on the larboard tack. 
Tlie French, in a dpuble Me abreast, or in no veiy regular 
order, began the attack upon the centre and rear of the 
British. The Exeter, being the sternmost ship, sufhu’ed 
severely, having four ships upon her at once ; and the ships 
between the Exeter and Superb (Monarca, Hero, and Isis) 
bore with them the brunt of the action. The van, in wdiich 
were the heaviest Britis];i sliips, was unable, from the light- 
ness of the wind, to tack to their support, steady 

bravery, evinced by the British ships, w-as most ndmiral>le ; 
and for two houi'S the action continued with undiminished 
vigour. At Gh. p.m., a squall came from the south-east, 
wliicli took tlie Biitish ships aback, and they paid oil* with 
their heads to the noiHi-east ; and, as this would have 
enabled the British van to advance to the assistaiyco of the 
centre, the French commodore made the signal for the action 
to cease, and hauled to the northward, leaving the majority 
of the British in no condition for pursuit. The Superb had 
her mainyard shot away, all the rigging cut, and more 
than five feet water in her hold. The Exeter was a perfect 
wreck, »and in a sinking state. The loss on board the 
differeilt ships engaged was as follows ; — Superb, eleven men 
killed, and Captain William Stevens (mortally), Lieutenants 

* Late British ; captured on the 18th of January previously, wiiilo 
commanded by Captain Alexander Christie, by the above squadron, alter 
a protnicted defence. 
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Charles Hughes and Henry Newcome, and thirteen men 
wounded. Exeter, Captain Henry Reynolds,^ and ten men 
killed, and Lieutenant Charles Jones and forty-five men 
wounded. Monarca, one man killed and hve wounded. 
Hero, nine killed and seventeen wounded. Isis, one killed 
and three womided. Total, tliirty-two killed and eighty- 
three wounded. On the morning of the 18th, the French 
squadron was not to be seen, and Sir Edward Hughes, 
finding the defects of his own ship and the Exeter to be 
great, proceeded to Trincomalc. 

We continue to follow the fortunes of the British squadron. 
On the 30th, Sir Edward was joined by the 71-gun ship 
Sultan, Ca})tain Janies Watt, and G4-gun ship Magnanirne, 
Captain Cliarles Wolseley, from England. These ships were 
extremely sickly ; but so urgent was tbe demand for their 
services, that they could not b# spared to go to Madras to 
land the sick. 

On the 8th of April, the twm squadrons again got sight of 
each other, and on the 12tli tlie second action took place, 
the British squadron being then a few“ miles to the north- 
w^ard of Trincomale. The French, having on that day suc- 
ceeded in getting to windward of t|Le British, wci*cj obseiwed, 
at dayligl^ bearing down to tlie attack. At 9h. A.M., Sir 
Edward IRgbes made the signal for the line ahead on the 
starboard tack, at two cables’ length disttmeo ; the enemy 
tben bearing north by east, distant six miles, mid the wind 
being about north. The British line was thus formed : — 
Exeter, Hero, Isis, Burford, Monarca, Superb, Monmouth, 
W oroester, Efigle, Sultan, Magnanirne. The Freiicli squadron 
consisted of twelve sail of the line and three frigates. The 
French commodore, whose broad pendant wtis still in the 
Heros, having at length formed his jilan of attack, ordered 
five sail, which composed his van, to engage the 13ritisli van, 

‘ While the battle raged with the greatest fury, the blood. See,, of 
Captoin Eeyiiolds were dashed all over Sir Ilichard King by ajcannon-* 
ball, in such a inannei’ that he w^as for a time alisolutely blinded ; still, 
however, he preserved a most admirable equality and composure of 
temper, and when at the close of the action the Exeter was little better 
than a floating wreck, the master came to ask him what he should do 
wdth the sliip, ?is two of the enemy were again Ixjaring down upon her, 
he with great finnness answered, ‘^Tliere is nothing to be done, but to 
fight her till she Hiiik.” — Beatson* . 
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while, with the remainmg seven ships, SiifFreiri bore down 
upon the centre. The action commonced at Ih. 30m. r.M., 
with the van divisions, and almost simulfcaneonsly the Superb 
was attacked by the H^ros and Orient, within pistol-shot 
distance, and the Monmouth by two other ships. The 
action raged with much fury between the two commanders, 
but so vigorous was the fire of the Superb, that tlie Heros, 
after only ten minutes of close engagement, sheered ofi', and 
closed with the Moninouth. The brunt of the fight was 
home by the British centre, and partiotdarly the Monmouth, 
which closely engaged three ships, without being able to 
receive succour from the ships astern. At 3h. p.m., this well- 
fought ship lost her mizenmast, and shortly afterwards the 
mainmast, when Kshe dropped out of tlie line. At this 
junctnre Sir Edward, considering the Monmouth in danger 
of being captured, nobly ^proceeded to her rescue. At 
3h. 40m., <iisaj)poiiited in the expected land-wind, and 
finding his ships drifting too near the shore, from wlticli 
they were only a few miles distant, Sir Edward Hughes 
made the signal for the squadron to wear, arul come to '.he 
wind on the laiboard tack. The action continued iin',il 
near 6h. p.m., when the I^itish admiral, finding his squadron, 
especially the Monmouth, still drifting into slioal water, 
made the signal to anchor; and, at fib. 40m., the French 
ships hauled tlieir wind to tlie eastward in great (.confusion, 
having suffered in about an equal degree in masts and yards, 
except that no French ship had lost a lower mast. The 
H<h*os was so disabled, that Commodore Sufircin was under 
the necessity of shifting his broad pendant to the Amiibal, 
and the former ship anchored at no great distance from the 
British, to repair damages. In the course of the niglit, 
the French frigate Fier, approaching to take the Heros in 
tow, fell on board the Isis, and struck her colours ; Imt 
availing herself of the darkness of the night, and of tlie 
cripple^l state of the Isis, rehoisted them and got away. 

The Suj^erb liad two lieutenants, the master, and fifty-nine 
men killed, and Benjamin W. Page, master’s mate, and 
ninety-five men wounded. One of the above lieutenants, 
Ceorge Alms (son of Captain Alms, of the lyionmoutli), 
with several of the men, were blowm up by the explosion of 
some caitridges. The Monmouth suffered in proportion to 
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her extensive damages : she had one lieutenant of niarkies 
and forty-five men killed, and 102 'W’ounded — nearly one- 
third of her crew* The ' Biirford and Worcester had each a 
lieutenant wounded, and the casualties on board the several 
ships, as they were fomied in line, wdl be shown in^ihe sub- 
joined table 


Ships. 

KUled. 

Wounded. 

Ships. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Exeter 

4 

40 

Worcester . 

8 

26 

Hero 

2 

13 

Eagle 



22 

Tsifl 

6 

51 

Sultan 


9 

Burford 

6 

36 

Magnanirao .... 

— 

7 

Monarca 

Suijerb'^ 

Monmouth .... 

7 

59 

45 

28 

96 

102 

Total ...... 

137 

430 


The French owned to a loss of 139 killed and 264 
wounded ; but judging from the injuries their ships sus- 
tained, and from the duration of the action, this must be 
greatly under-stated. 

Having refitted his fleet at Trincom,al(i, and re-embarked 
the wounded and convalescent, Sir Edward sailed on the 
23rd of June, to watch the French squadron on the (Joro- 
mandel coast, and, on the following day, arrived at ISTega- 
patam. On the /5th of July, at noon, wliile lying in that 
roadstead, the enemy appeared in the offing, upon which ail 
despatch was used, and the British, at 3h. i\M,, weighed and 
stood under all sail to the south ward* 

At daylight, on the 6th, the French .squadron was seen 
at anchor bearing north-north-east, distant seven or eight 
miles ; and at 5h. fiOm. the British, with the wind at 
south-west, bore away in line abreast for the enemy. At 
6h. the enemy was observed getting underweigh, and standing 
out to the eastward ; upon which the admiral made the 
signal for a line ahead on the starboard tack, and at 7h-‘ 
bore up for the enemy — each ship for her proper opponent in 

' Oaj)tain Charles Hughes was appointed to this ship, vice Captain 
Reynold 3. 

2 Captain Hunlmr McLellen succeeded to the vacancy caused by the 
death of Captain Stevens. 
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the line. The firing commenced at lOh^ 40m. by the French, 
and at IGh. 45 m. Sir Edward Hughes made the signal for 
close action. From 11 In 10m. till past noon, the action was 
general from van to rear j within about 200 yards’ distance. 
At Ih. P.M. the enemy appeared in some disorder. The 
French commodore’s second ahead, the Brillant, had lost her 
mainmast, and the van-ship had bore up out of the Hne, 
A:t this time, when the victory appeared about to declare 
for the British, the Sea-breeze set in strong from the south- 
south-east, taking most of the ships aback in both squadrons. 
The 64-gun ship S6verc fell on board the Sultan, and after 
a smart cannonading, struck ; but while the Sultan w-as 
wearing to join the British admiral, the Severe hauled to 
the wind, and, pouring a broadside into the Sultfui, rehoisted 
the colours, and got away.^ 

Sir Edward Huglies, finding his squadron greatly disar- 
ranged by the change of wind, made the signtil to wear 
round on the starboard tack, intending a general chase ; but 
the breeze had, by this time, set in fresh, and most of the 
ships, which had been closely engaged, had siifferod so much 
in their masts and ngging that to carry sail would have 
been very dangerous. The Hero having made the signal 
of distress, Sir Ed ward doemed it advisable to relinquish his 
intention for the time, and to form on the larboard tack, 
with the ships’ heads in shore, so as to cover the crippled 
ships. The fiction ceased at about Ih. 30m., and, towards 
evening, the sepia, dron anchored between Negajiatarn and 
Nazore. Siiflrein anchored three leagues to the nortliward, 
and the next day proceeded to Guddalore. 

‘ The following is the result of an inquiry into this transaction, which 
afterwards took place at Paris and was published by authority. The 
scjcond captain of the being badly wounded and obliged to quit 

the deck, M. de Villeneuve Oillar, the first captain, ordered the colours 
to bo struck. The firing wa.s still continued below, notwithstanding the 
captain’^ orders to the contrary. The Sieur de Tien, an auxiliary officer, 
who was upon deck, could not without indignation see the ship strike to 
one more damaged than herself, and therefore addressed M. de Cillar, 
saying Monsieur, you are wounded, and more dangerously than you 
think j you had better retire, to be taken care of.’* M. de Cillar took 
the hint, and quitted the deck ; upon which M. de Tien assumed the 
command, harangued the crew, ordered the colours to be rehoisted, and 
rejoined the fleet. 
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The loss of officers in this action was as follows Superb, 
Captain Dunbar McLellen Hero, Lieutenant Henry Chap- 
man, killed ; Burford, Captain Y. Jenkinson, 98th regiment, 
killed ; Edward Derby, master, wounded ; Magnanime, 
Lieutenant T. H. Wilson, and Captain of maidnes William 
Adlam, wounded ; Monmouth, Lieutenant Sabine Gascoyne, 
wounded ; Eagle, Lieutenant William Wood, wounded ; Sul- 
tan, Lieutenant John Drew, and First-lieutenant of marines 
ilichard Williams, wounded j Monarca, Frederick Corrie. 
master, and Captain Abbot (H.E.I.C.), wounded ; Exeter, 
Thomas Cribbon, master, wounded ; Worcester, First-lieu- 
tenant of marines George Johnson, w'ounded ; boatswains, 
Bobert Daniel and William Cunningham, wounded. The 
loss in men was as follows, in the order the ships were 
formed in line : — 


Ships. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Ships. 

Killed. 

W'ounded. 

Hero 

12 

23 

W orcesier 

1 

9 

Exeter 

11 

24 

Mon mouth .... 


12 

Isis 

9 

19 

Ecwlo 

i 4 

9 

Burford 

7 

34 

Magnanime .... 

; 2 

17 

Snl t^.n 

16 ^ 

21 

I 



Sujjcrb 

7 

19 


1 77 

i 

233 

Monarca 

8 

i 

46 

1 

i 


The best account of the French loss gives it at 412 killed 
and 076 wounded, of which number the Hcros, it is said, 
alone lost 140 killed and 240 wounded, a number wholly 
incredible, were it not for the fact that the crew, together 
with the troops, numbered 1,200 men. 

The fourth action with Suflrcin liappened on the 3rd of 
September. The British scpiadron, with the ad<lition of the 
64-gun ship Sceptre, Caj)tam Samuel Graves, comprised three 
shij)3 of seventy-four guns, one of seventy, one of sixty-eight, 
six of sixty-four, one JO-gun ship, and four frigates. The 
French, four ships of seventy-four guns, eight of sixty-four 
guns, and three JO-gun ships. The British were very badly 
found in stores, and their crews much reduced by sickness, 

* Captain McLellen was shot through the heart. Captain Henry 
Xewconie succeeded to his vacancy. 
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while the FreiiGh Avere in good condition, and full of men. 
The French had got possession of Trincoinale, where their 
squadron was at anchor, but on perceiving the British, imme/- 
diately weighed, and stood out of Back Bay to the sputh- 
efist, the wind blowing fresh from soutli-west. The British 
being to leeward, Sir Edward made the signal for the line 
ahead at two cables’ length distance ; and in order to render 
the action the more decisive, as well as to get his ships in 
order, stood off the land before tlie wind until 11 h. a.m. 

Having at length hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, 
the squadron formed thus : — -Exeter, Isis, Burford, Sceptre, 
Hero, Biipcn-b, Sultan, Monarca, Eagle, Magnanime, Mon- 
mouth, and Worcester. The French, at i’h. 30m. F.M., 
commenced the action, fh^c ships bearing down upon the 
British van, and two on the Monmouth and Worcester. The 
latter ship Avas very severely Inaudlod ; but the Monmouth 
obsetwing her to be oppressed, and having beaten off the ship 
immediately opj)Osed to her, gallantly tlirew all aback a^d 
dropped astern to her support. The action then became 
general from van to rear, the two flag-ships engaging with 
much spirit. At 3h. 30m. the shi|) astern of the Heros lost 
her mizeninast, and lierniext ahead, fore and inizen- topmasts. 
The action continued till 5h. 30m,, at Avhich time the Avdnd 
.shifted to cast-south-eask The British squadron immcfliately 
braced their yards round, and tlie action was continued in 
the same order, Avith tliis difleronce, that the IMtish Avere 
now to windward, and had the power of closing with tlve 
enemy. The effect of the fire then opened Avas soon sliown 
in the fall of the mainmast of the Huros, which was shoi'tly 
folloAved by lier mizenmast. The Worccstei*, about the sixme 
time, lost her main-toiimast. At 7h. p.m., Sufb'cin wore and 
stood in slioi'e to the southward, receiving a most severci fire 
from the British line as they passed to leeAvard. 

It appejirs extraordinary that no eflbrt slioiild have been 
inade to follow the beaten enemy. The A^icinity of the land 
Avas an iiisuflicient reason for declining to render this, tlie 
fourth fight, decisive in its results, and yet, had the British 
wore and followed Siiffrein, the Heros, Avith only a foremast 
standing, must have been captured. In the tlirea preceding 
ftctions there were substantial reasons Avhy Sir Edward 
Hughes did not pursue the enemy, but in the ju'esent in- 
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stance there appears to have been no sufficient reason for 
this omission. 

The loss of officers was again remarkably severe in pro- 
poHion to the men. Captains James Watt, of the Sultan ; 
Charles Wood, of the Worcester j and the Hon. Thomas 
Luinley, of the Isis ; Lieutenant Amyas Barret, and Captain 
of marines Bobert Clugstone, of the Monarca ; Lieutenant 
of marines Devereux Edwai-ds, and the boatswain, of the 
Worcester, and master’s mate, — Bell, of the Isis, were 
killed. The woimded were Lieutenants Joseph Murray, 
Charles Bartholomew, — Bandeland, — Armstrong, Thomas 
Stephenson, and James Atkin. Captain Maitland (78th 
regiment), Lieutenants Thompson (98th), Stewart (78th), 
and Samuel Orr, of the marines. The annexed table shows 
the loss each sliip sustained in the four actions — 


Ships. 

6th Feb. 

12th April. 

6th July. 

3rd Sept. 

Total. 

3 

§ 

o 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Killed, 

Wounded. 

Superb 

11 

13 

59 

96 

' 7 

19 

4 

62 

271 

Hero 

9 

17 

2 

13 

12 

23 

1 

17 

94 

Sultan 

* 

* 



9 

16 

21 

4 

43 

93 

Magnaiiinie 

* 

* 

— 

7 

2 

17 

3 

17 

46 

Monmouth 

. — 

— 

45 

102 

— 

12 

— 

3 

162 

Moiiarca 

1 

5 

7 

28 

8 

46 

6 

22 

123 

Burford 

— 

— 

6 

36 

7 

34 

4 

38 

125 

Sceptre 

* 

* 

* 

♦ 

* 

♦ 

2 

23 

25 

35agie 

— 

— 

— 

22 

4 

9 

8 

14 

57 

Exeter 

10 

45 

4 

40 

11 

24 

6 

19 

159 

Worcester 

— 

— 

8 

26 

1 

9 

6 

16 

66 

Isis . , 

1 

1 3 

6 

51 

9 

19 

7 

19 

115 

Total . 

i 

32 

1 83 

137 

430 

77 

233 

51 

! 

283 

1,S36 


The French squadron re-entered Trincomal^ the same 
night, except the 74-gun ship Orient, which grounded going 
in, and was wrecked. Sir Edward Hughes, with his shattered 
squadron, proceeded to Madras. 

^ Where there are asterisks instead of blanks, the ships were not 
present. 
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On the loth of Marchj at daylight, the 32-gnn frigate 
Success, Captain Cluirles M. Pole, and the anned store-ship 
Vernon (mounting twenty-two long 6-pounders), John Fal- 
coner commander, being off Cape Spartel, on their voyage to 
Gibraltar, observed a strange sail ahead, standing towards 
them on the larboard tack, with the wind at south-west. 
The weather being hazy, Captain Pole at first mistook the 
stranger for a line-of-battle ^ip, and wearing round on the 
larboard tack, made sail away. At 2h. 30m. p.h., observing 
that the Vernon was losing ground in the chase, Captain 
Pole shortened sail to allow her to close. Shortly affcei'wards, 
the haze clearing away, the ship in chase was discovered to 
be a large frigate with a poop, which, at, about 5h. p.m., 
hoisted Si)anish colours and a commodore’s broad pendant. 
At 6h-, the Spanish frigate having approached within random 
shot, the Success wore and steered for the lee bow of the 
enemy (‘still on the larboard tack), apparently with the in- 
tention of crossing her bows and engaging to leeward ; but 
having arrived within musket-shot, the Success suddenly 
hauled up, and passing to windward, poured a most de- 
structive broadside into the larboard bow of her adversary. 
So unexpected was this clever manoeuvre of Captain Pole’s, 
that the lee guns of the Si:)anish frigate were fired, under the 
firm belief that the enemy was to leeward. Tlie Success 
then w'ore round, and took up her position on the lee quarter 
of the enemy, and bedng most gallantly seconded by the 
Vernon, tlie Spanisli frigate having lost her mizenmast, at 
8h. 20m. hauled down Ixer colours, and w^as taken possession 
of by Lieutenant Oakley, of the Success. The prize >vas 
the Spanisli 12 -pounder 34:-gun frigate Santa Catalina, com- 
manded by Don Miguel Ta 90 ii, the senior officer of the 
squadron cruising in the Straits. Out of 300 men, the 
Santa Catalina had twenty-five killed and eight wounded, 
and the Success one killed and four w’^ounded. The prize 
being ^ry leaky, and six strange sail heaving in sight the 
next day, Captain Pole consideied it necessary to destroy 
hei‘, and she was accordingly set on fire and blown up. The 
Sx)aniards had formed a plan to take possession of the Suc- 
ce.ss, but which w'^as happily frustrated by the vigilance of the 
British officers. 

On the 7th of April, the 18-gun sloop General Monk, 
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Commander Josias Rogers, being off Cape May, Korth 
America, in company with the 32-gun frigate Quebec, Cap- 
tain Christopher Mason, eight sail of vessels were discovered 
close in shore. The Quebec, during the night, endeavoured 
to get through the Henlopen Channel, to prevent the retreat 
of the vessels into Philadelj>hia, while the General Monk 
followed the Gape May Channel, and proceeded to the attack. 
At noon on the 8th, the General Monk, having been joined 
by a New York privateer of fourteen guns, entered Cape 
May Roads, upon which the Americans got underweigh and 
made all sail in shore, A privateer of sixteen guns ran 
ashore under the Cape, and was abandoned. A brig of 
fourteen guns struck to tlie General Monk, and was taken 
possession of ; and, in a short time, the whole eight vessels 
would have been taken or destroyed, had not the New York 
privateer grounded. Captain Rogers, however, continued to 
pursue the enemy, and brought to action the Hyder Ally, of 
eighteen long G-pounders, and 130 men. The armament of 
the British, sloop- of- war consisted of only sixteen carronadeSj 
12-pounders, and two long 6-poiindcrs ; but the former, 
under any circumstances almost useless, were in this case 
badly fitted, and upset at every discharge. This defect being 
observed on board the Il'yder Ally, the captain was em- 
boldened to continue the attack, and, after an action of near 
two hours’ continuance, Captain Rogers was under the 
necessity of ordering the colours to be hauled down, llie 
loss on board the British ves.sel, out of 110 men, amounted 
to William Johnson, lieutenant, the master, Robert Thomas, 
and six seamen killed ; and Captain Rogers, the purser, 
Halliday, the boatswain, and twenty-five wounded, four of 
whom mortally. I^he pxize to the Cx^uieral Monk over- 
powered the prize crew, and regained her port. 

Early on the morning of the 8th of April, the look-out 
ships of the fleet of Sir George Rodney were perceived 
stamling towards St. Lucia, where the fleet was lying at 
anchor, with the signal flying for the enemy having put to 
sea from Maitinique. The British fleet instantly weighed, 
and by noon the whole had cleared the bay and" were 
under all sail in search of the enemy. It consisted of the 
following — 
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Guns. Sb4>s. 

( Admiral Sir G. B. ■Eodn€\y (white) 

/ 1 1 V Ist Captain ‘ Sir Charles Douglas 

FonnmaUe ...... j 

90 V \ t> Lord Cranstonn 

^ ^ 1 Bear- Admiral Sir Sam; Hood (blue) 

iJaitleur ........ I 

• i Be-ar- Admiral Fran. S. l>nike (blue) 

70 PnncesBa. Captain Cliarles Knatchbull ' 

j Commodore Edmiiinl Afileok 
* ‘ t Captain ^'liomas Graves 
.... ,, Bobert Fanshaw 


74 Bedford 


74 


f Namur 

90 'J Prince George 
( JOuke ....... 

Boyal Ofik . . . 

Alfred 

Montagu 

Valiant ..... 

Monarch 

Warrior 

Centaur 

Magnificent . 

Ajax 

Canada 

Besolution ... 
Hercules ..... 
Bussel ......... 

F^aine 

Torbay 

Conqueror . . . 

Alcido 

Arrogant 

t Marlborough . 
f Yarmouth . . . 
Bdliqueux . , . 
ifrince William 

Repulse 

8 t, Albans . . . 
Aganivunnon . 

Protln^e 

America ..... 
Anson .... . 
Nonsnch 


64 


John Williams 
Alan Gardner 
Thomas Butmet 
William Bayne 
George Bowen 
Samuel (1 Goodall 
Fi*;j.ni:;is Reynohls 
Sir dames Wallace 
J. N. Inglofield 
Robert Linzee 
Nathaniel C^lharrington 
Hon. Wm. Cornwallis 
Lord Robert Manners 
Henry Savage 
James Sauinarez 
Robert Barber 
John L. (.T.idoin 
George Balfour 
Chaidcs TIj on i pson 
Sammd (Jornish 
Taylor 1‘eniiy 
Anthony Par rey 
Andrew vSutherland 
George Wilkinson 
Thomas Bumaresq 
Charles Inglis 
Benjamin Caldwell 
Charles Bucknor 
Samuel 'ITaomson 
William Blair 
William Truscott 


Frigates™15ndyinion, Fortun^e, Nymphe, Flora, Santa Monica, Con 
vert, Alami, A.ndromache. Lizard, Pegasus, Sibyl, Triton, Champion, 
and Eurydice. Sloops — Zebra, Germaine, and Alert. Fire-sh^s— 
Salamander and Blast. 


' With rank of rear-adrairaJ. 
2 


yoL. I. 
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On the morning of the Oth of April, the French fleet was 
discovered ; two flag-ships and fourteen sail of the line being 
in the passage between the Saintes and Dominica, and the 
remainder with a numerous convoy of transports becalmed 
in Prince Rupee’s Bay. Sir Samuel Hood’s division was in 
the van, which, ha-sdng, at 7h. A.M., got the sea-breeze (east- 
south-east), stretched to the northward on the starboard 
tack in chase, wliile the centre and rear divisions were still 
becalmed, or under the influence of a light an: from the 
noii:hward. The French fleet, ha^ang formed their line also 
on the starboard tack, observing the isolated position of the 
British van, bore up at 9h. 30m. a,m., in the hope of cutting 
it oir. The plan of attack pursued by De Grasse was both 
ingenious and novel, and wo will endeavour to illustrate it 
with a diagram. 



dotted lines denote the track of the French dv/ring their attack. 


The British ships, it will be observed, to enal)]e the centre 
and rear to close, were hove to ; and, in consequence, the 
French shi])s, by keeping under sail, wovo enabled to mauceu“ 
vre as they pleased 3 but, at the same time, it is evident 
that tlie plan pursued by Hood w^as, under the circumstances, 
most masterly. His ships w^ere united in a compact body, 
O 2 )posing vigorous and well-directed broadsides to the enemv’« 
attacks. 
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In this manner from lOh. till llh. a.bi., eight ships were 
opposed to fifteen, and so ably, that when at the latter 
period the sea-breeze extended to the British centre, the 
French admiral tacked, and stood in shore to rejoin his rear. 
The British centre, having been driven so much nearer the 
land by the northerly nvui^ was of 00111*86 more to windward, 
when the sea-breeze reached ; but the sailing of the French 
ships was so sxiperior, that it was found impossible to come 
up with any part. At llh. 30 m. the Frencli fleet fonijed 
the line on the starboard tack ; but, with tlie exception of 
some distant and inelTectual cannonading, notliing further 
took place. The principal loss sustained by Hood's division 
was by the death of Captain Bayne, of the Alfred. 

The two succeeding days w^ere occupied in chasiiig ; but 
the superior sailing of the Frencli ships made it evident that 
a change of wind or some accident could alone enable the 
Britisli to force an action. On the 12 th of April, at sunrise, 
the British fleet was about five leagues nortli-west of Prince 
Kupert's Bay, standing to the northward, with a liglit air of 
wind, in tlie order of sailing. The Frencli were uiion the 
same tack to windward of the Saintes, with a fr(\sli sea- 
breeze ; and one ship, haying lost her foremast and bowspiit, 
was in tow of a frigate, standing in for Guadaloniie. Ilodne.y 
made the signal for four ships to chase the disabled sbi|>, 
which being perceived, I>e Grasse bore up with his fleet to 
protect them. But finding that by persevering in this course 
he slionhl give the British the ■weather gage, he gave up Ids 
intention, and formed his line on the larboaid tack, llodney, 
perceiving an engagement inevitable, recalled his chasing 
ships, and made the signal for a lino of battle on tlie. star- 
board tack ; Rear-Admiral Drake’s division, on this day, 
leading. Thus formed, the two fleets gTadually neared each 
other, the French being only far enough distant to wind war<l 
to cross the bows of the British. At a few mirmtes before 
8 h. a.m:. the ]\;fiU’lboroiigh, being the leading ship, opened fire 
upon the centre and rear of the Frencli. At 8 h, Bir George 
made the signal for close action, and. shortly afterwanls tlie 
action was commenced by all the other ships of Rear-Admiral 
Drake’s division. Hood’s division, and a great part of tlie* 
centre, were nearly becalmed, but the leading sbijis bad the 
breeze ; and the same variation in the strength of the wind 
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was soon afterwards experienced by the Frencb. The breeze, 
as tbe ships got more to the southward, had also drawn more 
southerly, so that their van ships, could not lay Mgher than 
south-west, while the centre and rear, having the sea-breeze 
at about east, were lying up south. This southerly breeze, 
although it completely broke the French line, did not neces- 
sarily disarrange the British ; but Rodney, perceiving the 
aperture in the enemy’s line, kept^ a close luff, and at a little 



Tills point w^e endeavour to illustrate by the above dia* 
gram. It gives an entirely new feature to the allair ; and 
although it does not accord vrith the theory that Rodney 
deliberately planned tlie breaking of the enemy’s line, ac- 
cords him the merit of abrogating the stiff notion of pre- 
serving a line of battle, when an advantage reiideretl a 
ieparture from it expedient. Rodney’s movement the 
main cause of the discomfiture of the enemy ; and although 
many assert that the preservation of the line would have 
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rendered the victory more decisive, yet “wlien the sailing 
qualities of the two fleets are taken into account, it is very 
doubtful. B}'' pursuing the plan he did, Eodney separated 
his ship, and the six ships which followed him in his gallant 
movement, from the van, part of the centre and the rear. 
It has been said that this evolution was inadvertently per- 
formed; but this can hardly be. The Eonnidable iufled out 
of the line, which could not have been done inadvertently, 
and it is therefore unfair to impute the victory obtained to 
accident, and still more so to Mr. Clerk’s system of tactics. 
Sir Alan Gardner, however, who commanded the Duke, 
the admiral’s second astern, was afterwards heard to say, 

the wind was very light at the commencement of the 
action, but as it advanced it fell calm : my ship dropped 
through the enemy’s line, and I, thinking I was wrong, and 
out of my station, did everything I could to get back again, 
but was unable to do so.” 

Hood’s division did not follow Eodney tbrough the French 
fleet, for a reason which must be obvious. By continuing 
his course, he soon became necessarily opposed to the French 
van, separated from the centre, from the causes above de- 
scribed, and between tl|ese a warm and close action was 
maintained, till at length the smoke and conenssion of the 
firing, widely also dissipated the light air of wind, so com- 
pletely enslirouded the ships of both fleets, tliat a cessation 
of firing on both .sides took place. It was past noon ere the 
smoke cleared away, by whicli time tlie Fi’cnch slyips, for the 
piu*j)Ose, it is su|) posed, of fyflectiug a rej unction, had all boro 
up, and were then seen to leeward retreating in disorder. A 
general chase en.su ed, and the 74-gun .sliip Glorieiix, being 
disnyasted, was talcmi possession of by the Eoyfil Oak ; the 
Cesar, by the Centaur, after having been engaged by that 
ship and the Bedford; the Hector, engaged by the Alcido 
and Canada^ was taken jjossession of by the former. After 
the Hector svirrendered, the Canada made sail, and over- 
taking the Ville de Paris, brought lier to action, and con- 
tinued to engage until Hood, in the Barfleur, arriving up, 
fought her till she struck.^ The 6 4-gun ship Ardent was 
captured by the Beiliqueux. It being now san.set, Eodney 

' It has* been stated that tlie Hussel also engaged the Ville de Paris 
previously to the Barfleur’s coming up. 
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made tlie signal of recall, and the action ceased. The rela- 
tive force of the two fleets m&y be gathered from the fol- 
lowing summary : — 

En^rlisli. 

=5 5 90-gun 

= 20 74 

== 6 64 , 

? 1 70 ( . 

The above calculation, which the heavy metal carried by 
the French ships wairants, leaves a proponderancy in their 
favour of the Ville de Paris, l^y another mode of reckoning 
— tliat of simply numbering the guns — it will appear as 
under : — 

French. | English. 

Guns 2,560 Guns 2,640 

The number of men on board the French sliips greatly 
exceeded the Biitish. 

The following table shows the number killed and wounded 
on the 9th and 12th ; the ships in order as they entered the 
action : — 


French. 

5 84-guii ships 

19 74 „ 

6 64 ,y 

8 80 ,, 


1 

1 

Ships. j 

Killed. 

Woanded. 

Marllwrougli . . 

3 

10 

An’ogant 

4 

11 

Alcide 

5 

17 

Xonsuch 

3 

3 

Conqueror .... 
Pr incessa 

7 

23 

3 

22 

Prince George . . 

9 

24 

Torbay 

, 

2.5 

AiLson - 

3 

13 

Paine 

3 

12 

l»us.sel 

10 

29 

Atnerica 

1 

1 

Hercules 

7 

! 

Protliee 

.5 

1 25 

Besolution .... 

4 

35 

Agamemnon . . 

11 

24 

Duke 

13 

60 

Pormidable .... 

15 

! 39 

Kainur 

6 

1 '25 


Ships. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

St. Albans ... 



6 

('^anaila 

12 

23 

He pulse 

3 

11 

Ajax 

9 

40 

Pedford 

■ — 

17 

Prince William 

— 

■ 

Magnilicent . . . 

6 

11 

Centaur 

7 

3 

Belliqueux . , . 

4 

29 

Warrior ..... 

5 

21 

Monarch 

16 

33 

Barfieur 

10 

' 87 

Valiant ....... 

10 

28 

Yarmouth . . , , . 

14 

33 

Montagu ..... ! 

12 

31 

Alfred 

12 

‘ 40 

Hoyal Oak ... 

S 

30 

Total j 

253 

816 
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The loss in officers was as folk)Ws Formidable, Lieut. 
Christopher Hole killed. Royal Oak, Lieut, of marines 
George Watkins killed, captain of marines wounded. A lfred, 
Captain William Bajme killed. Montagu, master, William. 
Cade, killed, Lieuts. of marines David Bnice and William 
Buchan wounded. Valiant, Lieut. Richard Winterhottom 
killed, and Lieut. William Brown and the master, Thomas 

Backhouse, wounded. Warrior, Stone, master, wounded. 

Magnificent, Captain of marines Samuel Biggs, wounded. 
Ajax, Lieut. John Elliot and the pilot, Thonifis Rossitor, 
wounded. Repulse, tlie mtister and Ciiptain of marines 
wounded. Duke, Lieut, of marines George Cornish, the 

master, — — Cooper, l)oatswain, Scott, wounded. 

Agamemnon, Lieut. W. A. Brice (mortally) and Richard 
Tncicdon wounded. Resolution, Captain Lord Robert Man- 
ners (mortally) wounded. Prothee, the master, Thomas 
Love, wo\inded. Hercules, Lieut. Hobai’t killed, Cap- 
tain Savage wounded. America, Lieut. John Callowliill 
killed, and Lieut. Ti'elawney wounded. Anson, Captain 
William Blair killed. Torbay, Lieut, of marines Benjamin 
Mounier killed. Piincessii, Lieuts. George Diindas, David 
M^'Dowall, and SamueL Laban (marines) wounded. The 
French loss is stated to have been 3,000 ki^ed, which 
number probably included the wounded also. The Ville <le 
Paris liad on bofird a great quantity of specie, and was con- 
sidered the finest slop afloat. She measTircd 2,300 tons, 
and had been ]>resented by the city of Paris to Louis XY. 
at the uoso of the preceding war. It is state<i tliat the cost, 
in building and fitting her for sea, was £13 6,000. The 
Cesar, also a very fine sliip, was unfortunately burnt on the 
night after her capture, by which accident 400 of her crew, 
as well as a lieutenajit and fifty British seamen, pei'islied, 
Not one of the French ships captiu'ed on this day ever 
reached England, the Ville de Pans, Hector, and Glorieux 
h^^dng foundered on their ])assage home. 

This victory caused unbounded satisfaction, and Sir 
George Rodney and Sir Samuel Hood were both elevated 
to the peerage, and Rear-Admiral Drake and Commodore 
Affleck created baronets. Public monuments in Westminster 
Abbey were also erected in memory of the throe capt^ulls 
who fell in the action. 
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Sir George Kodney proceeded to Jamaica, having previously 
despatched Sir Samuel Hood in the Barfleiir, with the 
Valiant and Magnihcent, to look after disabled shipn among 
the islands. On the 19th of April, in the Mona Passage, 
fi ve sail were discovered and chased. After a smai-t action, 
the French 6 4--gun ships Caton and Jason, 32-gun frigate 
Aim able, and corvette Cerls, were captured. The fifth, 
the 36-gun frigate Astr^e, escaped. The Valiant had four 
men killed and six wounded, and the Magnificent four 
killed and eight wounded. 

On the 20th of April, the 84-gun ship Foudroyant, Cap- 
tain John Jervis, attached to the fleet of Vice-Admiral 
BaiTington, off Ushant, was ordered, with other ships, in 
chase of a strange fleet. At simset the Foudioyant had got 
far* ahead of her consorts, and near enough to the strangers 
to make them out a convoy, and four ships of war, two 
being line-of-battle ships. The squadron soon afterwards 
separated, and, at lOh. 4Jra., the Largest ship, which the 
Foudroyaiit w£is pursuing, also bore up. A hard squall, 
with h£izy weather, coming on about the same time, the 
Foudi'oyant lost sight of the fleet, and, abotit half an hour 
after midnight, bi’ought the chase* to close action. After 
engaging about three-quarters of an hour, the Foiidroyant 
boarded the stranger, and compelled lier to fsiuTender. The 
|)rizc was the French 74-gun ship Pegase, commanded hy the 
(vhevalier de SiJhius. Out of a crew of 700 men, she had 
upw'ards of 100 killed and wounded. Only two or three 
men were wounded in tlie Foiidroyant. Other ships ar- 
riving up, the Pegase was taken possession of; she was a fine 
ship of 1,778 tons, and was added to the British navy under 
the same name. The Queen, Ca])tain the Honoural)le 
Frederick Maitland, next day captured the 6 4 -gun ship 
Actionnaire, armed vm Jlute, 

On the 28th of April, the 14-gun brig Pelican, Com- 
mander Edward Pellew, being ofi' the Isle of Bas, several 
vessels were observed at anchor in the road. Commander 
Pellew stood in shore for the purpose of making an attack, 
when two privateers — a brig and schooner, each of equal 
force to the Pelican— sprang their broadsides towards the 
entrance to the roads to oppose her. The Pelican, however, 
entered the roads, and drove the two piivateers, as well as a 
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third, on shore, under shelter of some hea\y batteries, w^ch 
opened fire upon the Pelican, by which two of her crew 
were wounded. For this weU-executed and spirited per- 
formance, Commander Pellew received his post commission. 

On the 20th of June, the hired armed ship Defiance, 
mounting fourteen or sixteen long 4-pounders, Lieutenant 
George Cadman, being off Portland, obseiwed a largo brig 
standing out of West Bay. As the two vessels closed, the 
brig hoisted Dutch colours, and an action of two hours’ dura- 
tion ensued, when the brig hauled down her colours. The 
prize was the privateer Zeiise, belonging to Flushing, and 
mounted one long 18-pounder on a pivot, and sixteen broad- 
side gunvS, 6-pounders, vdth a crew of 113 men, of which she 
had twenty-one killed and seventeen wounded. She had 
been launched only thi*ee weeks. The ci'ew of the Defiance 
numbered only sixty-eight men, of which slie had one killed 
and one woTinded ; her masts, sails, and rigging were much 
damaged. Lieutenant Cadman was most deser v edly promoted. 

On the 29th of July, at daybreak, the 3G-gun fngato 
Santa Margaritta, Cajxtain Elliot Salter, being off the 
Chesapeake, chased the French 36-guu frigate Amazonc;. 
Shortly afterwards, eight darge ships were observed stamling 
out from the land, which induced Ca))t.ain Salter to haul to 
the wind and make sail to the northward. The Amazone 
then beciune the pursuer, and, at 31'i. p.m., the Santa Mar- 
garitta, having di'awn her out of sight of the strangers, 
tacked, and again .stood towards her. At 5\\. p.m., as the 
two shi])s passed on o])|>osite tacks (the Santa Margju-ittii; on 
the larboard, and the Amazone on the .stu.rl)oard tack), the 
Amazone oj^encd fire ; but the British frigate reseiwed her 
broadside until on the }>oint of w^earing, and, having arrived 
on tiie Amazone’s weather beam, the Santa Margai'iita’s 
helm was put a- weather, and, wearing round under the 
Fi’ench frigate’vS stern, a destructive nxkiiig broadside xvtis 
thrown *iii ; then lufling up alongside of her to leexvard, a 
most animated fight ensued. The action diad lasted one 
hour and a quarter, when the Amazone surrendered, and 
was taken possession of. She was a fine ship, commanded 
by Vicomte de Montguiote, who was killed in the action ; 
and out of a crew of 3()1 men, she sustained a loss of seventy 
killed and eighty w^ouiided, including every officer except one 
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in the sliip. Her main and miisen-inasts fell shortly after she 
was taken possession of, and she had four feet water in her 
hold* The loss on board the British frigate was compara- 
tively slight; she commenced the action with 255 men, of 

which number she had one midshipman, Dalryinple, 

and four men killed, and seventeen men wounded. AU her 
spars and rigging were greatly damaged, but none fell. 

Every exertion was made, during the night, to sliift the 
prisoners, but, having only one boat that would swim, this 
was found difficult; and only sixty-eight, including officers, 
were removed. The Amazone was then taken in tow, and 
Captain Salter made sail to the ejisfcward, hoping to increase 
his distance from the French squadron, which he was in- 
formed by liis prisoners those ships belonged to 'which he 
had seen in the morning. At daybreak, however, he had 
the moi'tilication to see tlie French squadron in chase. So 
near was the enemy, that he had only time to remove the 
men from the prize, and, not being able to take otit the 
remainder of the prisoners, could not destroy her, and she 
was shortly afterwards recaptured. This action reflects the 
highest praise on the skill Captain Salter evinced in the 
manner in wliicli ho conducted lv.s attfick ; and aware, at 
the same time, that lie was not far from the formidable force 
which afterwards i*obbed him of his trophy. 

On the 12 til of August, the 28-gnn frigate Coventry, 
Ca])tain Andrew Mitchell, had an action 'with tlie Frencli 
40-gun frigate Bellone. The engagement continued upwards 
of two liours, wlion the latter sheered off, leaving the 
Coventry too much disabled to follow ; and with the loss of 
fifteen killed and twenty-niric wounded. 

On the 29th of August, the 100-gim ship E-oyal George, 
bearing tlie flag of Hear- Admiral Kempenfelt, overset and 
sank at Spitliead, whereby near 800 human beings j)ei*islied. 
Captain .INlartiii Waghorn, Lieutenant P. C. C, IL Durham, 
and about 200 of her crew only were picked up. 

On the 1st of September, the 18-gun sloop Due dc Char* 
tres, Commander John C. Purvis, on the North American 
station, fell in with the French 22-gun corvette Aigle, 
M. de Preneuf, bound from Cape Francois to Boston 'with 
despatches. After a smart action of one hours duration, in 
which the Aigle had her captain and twelve men killed, and 
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two officers and thirteen men wounded, the Fi’ench ship 
surrendered. The Due de Ohai'tres had not a man hui-t. 
Commander Purvis was promoted for the ability displayed 
on this occasion. - 

On the 4th of September, the 44-gun sliip Kainbow 
(armed entirely with carronades), Captain Henry Trollope, 
being off the Isle of Bas, chased a French frigate. At 
7h. A.M., having arrived within gun-shot of the enemy, 
the Balnbow commenced firing chase-guns, which were 
returned by the frigate ; but, at 8h. 30m., the Itainbow 
having got alongside and fired a broadside, the stranger 
surrendered. Tlie piize wtis the French 18-pounder 40-gun 
frigate Hebe, a fine new ship of 1,063 tons, commanded by 
the Chevalier de Yigny, cajjitaine de vaisseau, and had on 
board 360 men, of whom she had her second captain and 
four men killed. Her Avheel was shot away, and one 
68-pound shot had disabled her foremast. The surrender of 
this ship, after so slight a resistance, is not surprising when 
the unusual armament of the Ilainbow is taken into con- 
sideration, wliich is .siil)jomed; as well £is that of the Hebe : — 


Broadside 


Bainbow. 

10 08-poundefs) Ibn. 

11 42 „ } 1,238 

3 32 „ 


Hebi']. 

14 long IS-pouiulera 

d ,, 8 


lbs. 

335 


The Hebe was purchased into the British navy, and being 
a beautiful ship, served as a mode] to English shipwrights for 
many yeai*s. The Rainbow had no one litirt. 

On the 5tli of September, the 74-gun ship Hector (one of 
the prizes captured on the 12th of April), Captain John 
Boiirchier, being on her voyage to England, and having 
*separa.ted from the ill-fated squadron with which she had 
sailed from Jamaica, was fallen in with by the French 40-gun 
frigates Aigle and Clone. The Hector wa^j very ill prepared 
for two such opponents, having only fifty -two guns mounted, 
and her whole crew, officers included, being only 223. There 
were on board for a passage to England sixty-two French 
and American prisoners, and seven ofiicers and sixty-six 
invalid soldiers from the different regiments in the West 
Imlies : among the passengers was Captain William O’Brien 
Drury. At 2h. a.m. the frigates were first descried bearing 
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down upOD the Hector ; they were fine new ships?, and fiilly 
manned, and had on board a great number of troops. Every 
preparation was made on board the Hector for defence ; and 
at 2h. 20m., the frigates having taken up" their positions, one 
on the bow and the other on the quarter, commenced the 
action. Encouraged by the slackness of the Hector’s fire, 
the frigates closed and attempted to board, but were beaten 
back with much loss, and the fight was continued till half 
an hour after daybreak, when they made sail away. The 
Hector’s Triasts and yards were ail much damaged, and her 
sails cut to ribands; several shot, also, had struck between 
wind and water, which, added to her previous unsea- 
worthineSvS, reduced her to a sinking state. Her loss 
amounted to Lieutenant Tothill and eight men killed, and 
Captain Bourchier (right arm shot away, and back much 
injured), and thirty-two men wounded. Captain Bourchier 
was wounded aboiit the middle of the action, but the assist- 
ance rendered by Captain Drury prevented this loss from 
being felt so severely as it must otlierwiso have been. The 
Hector, unable to prosecute her voyage homeward, bore up 
for Ilalifiix ; but after suffering dreadful privations, and 
losing nearly all her crew, it was found impossible to keep 
her afio«o.t any longer, and on the 3rd of October she was 
abandoned ; the crew being rescued by the Hawke brig. 
Commander J olm Hill. 

On the 15th of September, L’Aigle and La Gloire were 
chased into the Delaware by Captain the Hon. Keith 
Elphiiistone, in the oO-gun ship Warwick, having in com- 
pany the G 4-gun ship Lion, Captain William Fooks ; 28-gun 
frigate Yestal, Captain William Fox ; and the Bonetta sloop, 
Commander Ki chard (4. Keats. The Gloire suciceeded in getting 
so far up tbe river that she coidd not be attacked with any 
prosj^ect of success, the British shij>s having no pilot on 
board ; but the Aigle having gimmded, the Vesta and 
Bonetta, drawing less water, w^ere despatched to the attack 
of the Frencli frigate, accompanied by the Sophie, a ]>ri 2 e, 
mounting twenty-two guns, and manned with 150 men from 
the Warwick and Lion, under the command of Lieutenant 
Walter Lock. The Vestal rrm aground on the starboard 
quarter of the Aigle, the Bonetta anchoring within 200 
yards of her larboard quarter, wliile the Sopliie anchored 
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under her stem. Tlie ships were so judiciously placed, that 
the Aigle was unable to bring a gun to 'bear on them, and, 
after recehing a few broadsides, surrendered. The Aigle 
measured 1,002 tons, and was armed with long 2 1-pounders V 
on her main deck, and twelve long 8-pouiiders on the quarter- 
dock and forecastle. She was commanded by Oomniodore 
Comte La Touche, and had on board M. de la Fayette, and 
several noblemen (who escaped), and GOO men, including 
troops. Before surrendering, the Aigle’s masts w'cre cut away 
and the ship scuttled ; but she was got off, and added to 
the Britisli navy under the same name. The Bopliie 'was 
also added to the navy. 

On the 17th of October, the 74-gun ship Torbay, Captain 
John L. Oidoin ; 90-giin ship London, Caj)tain James Keinj> 
thorne, and Badger sloop, being on a cruise off tlie east end 
of Bt. Domingo, cluised a line-of-battle ship and fngate, 
bearing nortli-w'^est, the wind being from the southward. 
The strangers bore up and niade all sail, with the wind on 
the starboard quarter ; and the London, taking tlie lead, at 
2h. 24m. p.M. was fired at by the French Tl-gun ship Scipion. 
The London returned the enemy’s fire from her bow-chasers, 
and occasionally yawed to fire her broadside ; and at 8h. p.m. 
succeeded in getting alongside the enemy to leeward, and a 
close actioji of forty minutes’ duration took place. The 
Bcipion’s consort, the 40-gim frigate Slbylle, meantime kept 
up a galling hre under the London’s bows. The Seijnon 
showing a disposition to escape, the London ])ut her helm 
down ill order to got athwart her hawse, and the two ships 
fell foul, the Scipion ’s larboard cathead being abroiist of tlie 
London’s starboard gangway, and in this position tlie action 
continued with increased fury. After a little time, however, 
the Scipirin, having dexterously backed clear of the London, 
l>ore up under her st'em and fired her broadside. Immediate 
attempts were made to wear the London, but the leading 
block the weather tiller-rope having iinfoi-tunately been 
sliot away -with part of the sweep, the ship came round head 
to wind. Ha^dug at length wore round, the London again 
closed the Scipion, and recommenced the action, in which 
the Sibylle again took part, and it was continued until 

^ It does not fippear that this ship was established with 24-pounders 
in tli© British nav;y, where she was classed as a 3S-guii frigate. 
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lOh. 20m. P.M., when the Scipkm ceased firing, and it was 
concluded that she had struck, as the Sihylle made all sail 
away from her. The London also ceased firing ; but, having 
had the lai‘board fore-yardarm shot away as well as most of 
the running rigging and sails, was unable to close the Scipioit 
to take possession. 

The Torbay now aiTiving up, Captain Kempthonie coin- 
municated the state of the London, and the Torbay made 
SJiil after the Scipion, which in the nieanwlnle, aided by a 
partial aii* of wind, -was making sail in shore. Although 
Captain Gidoin crowded all sail, the Scipion preserved her 
distance, and at daybreiilc on the following morning, was 
still a mile and a half ahead. At 3h. SOin. p.m. of the 18th, 
the Torbay, having at length closed the Scipion, fired a 
broadside, when she bore up, and running into Engiivsh 
Harbour, struck on a rock, and was totally lost The Scipion 
was commanded by the Chevalier de Grimouard (the same 
who commanded the Minerva when captured in 1781, by the 
Coiirageux), who was w^onnded in the action, and, in his 
most gallant defence, sustained a loss of fifteen men killed 
and forty-six wounded. The London, in her equally gallant 
cmgagenieiib with the Scipion and Sibylle, had nine men 
killed and two mortally wounded, and lieutenants Itichard 
I-liind(‘ll Burgess, Hankey, and John ^Jhigge, and seventy-two 
men wounded. 

On tlie Otli of December, the 64-gun ship Buby, Ca,j)taiTi 
John Collins, belonging to the stjuadi-on of Sir Bicliard 
Hughes, being to windward of Barbadoes, after an action of 
Ibrty minutes’ dunition, compelled the French 64 •gun ship 
Solitaire to sun'ender. The Solitaire, coram anded by the 
OlKivalier de Borda, had her mizenmast shot aw.ay, and 
t'wenty men kilhHl and thirty-five wounded. The Buby had 
only two men Avounded. Captain Colliiif?? received tlie lionour 
of kniglitliood for tliis action. 

On the 12tli of December, at 7h. a.m., the 44-gun ship 
IVIediator, Captain tlie Hon. John Liittreil, being off Perrol, 
five sail were observeii to lecAvard, which the Mediator bore 
up to examine. At 8Ii. the hulls of the strangers formed in 
line of battle, close liaiiled, Avere distinctly visible, and con- 
sisted of the frigate-built 36-gmi ship Eugene, Avith a ci'cav 
of 130 men, Captain Baudin ; an American brig, of fourteen 
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guns and seventy men; 64-gun ship Meimger, laden with 
giinpowdei*, mounting on her main deck twenty-six long 
12-pounders, and four long 6-pounders on her quarter-deck, 
with a crew of 212 men ; Alexander, of twenty-four long 
2-pounders imJ 102 men, wearing a French ensign and an 
American pendant, and commanded by Captain Gregory, in 
the service of the American Congi’css ; the sternmost was 
the French ship Dauphin Hoyal, of twenty-eight guns and 
120 men* Notwithstanding this formidable array, Captain 
Luttrell continued bearing down under plain sail, and at 
lOh. A.M. was fired at by the Menager ; but as the shot were 
obseived to come from the upper deck only, Captain Luttrell 
lightly concluded she had no lower-deck guns. A fter rang- 
ing along the enemy’s line to windward, the Mediator tacked 
and boi-e up, in order to bring the rear ship to action. At 
lOh. 30i:u. she opened lire on the Dauphin Hoyal, when 
that ship and the Alexander hero up out of tlie line. The 
Eugene, Menager, and American luig, then wore and en- 
deavoured to protect the two rear ships. The Mediator, 
after gallantly lighting her way tlirough lier nunierous foes, 
took possession of the Alexander ; and, as by tins time tlie 
enemies were all endeavouring to escape before tlie wind, 
great expedition was neces.sary to remove the ]).iisoners ; but 
this being done, and a prize-master and crew |>iit on board, 
the Mediator made sail after the retreating shi|>s. At p.m. 
the EugiVne liaiiled to tbe wind, but the Mediator now fol- 
lowed tiie Menager, wliicli, at 5h. 30m. she brouglit to action. 
Just at tliis time a heavy squall coining on, the Mediator was 
nearly illlcd in consequence of the lowness of'licr lower- deck 
ports, and was obliged to put before the wind to get the 
ports in and clear the sliip of the ^vater. At 91i. tbe IMciliat or, 
having again got up with the Menager, was on. the point of 
firing into lie]*, when she also struck an<l was taktm possession 
of. Being then not more than five miles from Ferrol, Cap- 
tain ].Aittrell judged it prudent to lifiul off shore, in tins 
most gallant attack, the Mediator sustained no loss, tlie 
enemy hjiving fired principally a.t her masts, wdiich were 
much cut. The Alexander had six men killed and nine 
wounded, and the Menager a passenger and tliree seamen 
killed, and several wounded. The Dauphin and brig w’ere 
seen next morning; but having already 300 prisoners, and 
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being on an enemy’s coast, Captain Lnttrell was under the 
necessity of foregoing any further 2 :)roceedings, and made 
sail for England A\ith his two prizes. A villanous attempt 
was made by Captain Gregory, of the Alexander, at the head 
of a party of the prisoners, to gain possession of the Mediator. 
This was the more disgraceful, as the man had i*eceived m uch 
kindness from Captain Luttrell ; it was, however, subdued 
after much exertion, and the originator placed in irons. The 
French ofiicers had no j^art in tlie treacherous proceeding. 
Captain Luttrell’s gallantry and skill merit the highest 
enconiiuia. 

On the 19 til of December, the XJnited States frigate South 
Carolina, Captain Joyner, carrying the unusual armament of 
twenty-eight long SG-pjounders on her main deck, and twelve 
long 12-pouTiders on the quarter-deck and forecastle, was cap- 
tured by a British squadron consisting of the 32-gun frigate 
Quebec, Captain Christopher Mason ; 44:-giin ship) Diomede, 
Thomas L. Frederick ; and 32-gun frigate Astrea, Matthew 
Squire. The South Carolina was built at Amsterdam in 1780, 
with the scantling and dimensions of a 74-gun ship). Sh€^ 
was originally named the Indien, and belonged to France, 
but was hired by the Ameiicans. , It does not appear that 
she was purchased into the navy. 

1783. — On the 2rid of January, the 44-gun ship Endymioii, 
and 3 6 -gun ‘frigate Magicienne, Captains Edward T. Smith 
and Thomas Graves, being off Cape IVan^ois, chased a French 
convoy of seventeen sail, under the p)rotection of the 3 6 -gun 
frigate Sibylle, and 1 4-gun brig Bailieur. The Magici enne 
was soon far ahead of the Endymion, and at noon brought 
the Bailieur to action, and having silenced her, pushed o.u 
and brought the Sibylle to action. The engagement between 
these two ships was very severe, they being so close together 
that the men fought with pikes and rammers out of the 
ports. At 2h. 30jri. p.m. the Sibylle’s fire slackened, and 
hopes were entertained of bringing the matter to a success- 
ful termination, when the Magicienne’s fore and main masts 
fell over the side, and she dropped astern. The Sibylle 
instantly made all sail away, and at 3h. 30m. the Endymion 
passed within hail, cheering as she passed, and pursued the 
Sibylle, but iueffectually, and the Magicienne with difficulty 
reached Jamaica on the 17th. Besides being totally dis- 
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masted, the Magicieiuie had sixteen men killed and thirty-one 
wounded* The loss sustained by the Bi bylle, as acknowledged 
by the Erench, amounted only to thiiteen men killed, and 
her commodore (M. de Kergariou), and twenty-nine danger- 
ously, and eight slightly wounded ; but, considering the 
duration and severity of tbe contest, this appears much too 
slight. That the Si bylle would have become the prize of the 
M agicieniie, had it not been for the unfortunate fall of her 
masts, seems highly probable ; but this is at least ceitain, 
that the gallantry with which the action w as conducted v/as 
such as to confer much honour upon tlie captain, oificers, and 
crew of the Magiciennc. 

On the 6th of Januaiy, the Bibylle w^as also dismasted, 
and, being juiy-riggod, was fallen in mth oil* the Chesapeake, 
on the 22nd, by the British 28-guj:i frigate Hussar, 0^ij)tain 
Thomas IVI. llusselL The Sibylle had been under the 
necessity of throwing tw^elve of her main- deck guns 
board, and Avas otherwise apparently in a defenceless state, 
and tlii*^, added to an inexcusable misuse of the signal of 
distress, and to her hoisting British over French colours, 
induced Ca];)t;ain Hussell to run down undel* her lee to atibrd 
assistance. On coining cl<)se alongside, hoAvever, the Hussar 
unexpectedly became exposed to a broadside fr om the Sil>ylk‘, 
which ship, bearing U 2 > across the Husstirs hawse, }>adly 
sprang her boAvsprit, and then attempted to lioard. Backing 
clear of the enemy, the Hussar quickly returned the lire, 
and the two ships inmning oft* the Avind, maintained a deter- 
mined action for an hour. Tlic Bibylle tlnui hauled to tlie 
wind on the larboard tack, followed by the Hussar, and, after 
two hours’ chase, was again brought to action, and coni]>elled 
to haul down her colour's. At this time the French fr-igateAs 
magazine was sAvampod in consequence of the damages re- 
ceived, and further resistance was impossible. Ooinniodore 
Kergariou, on being brought on board the Hussar, presented 
his sAvord to Captain Bussell, who, justly incensed at thii 
treatment to Avhich he had been subjected, bi'oke tbe sword 
in pieces, and put the French commodore in confinement as 
a state prisoner. The 50-gim ship Centurion, Captain James 
Cotes, hove in sight to windAvard shortly after tlie action 
commenced. Captain Bussell, on his return to England, was 
oftered the honour of knighthood, but wdiich Avas declined, 
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Oil the 1 0th of January, the 28-gun fiigate Coventry, 
Captain William Wolseley,, was captured in the Bay of 
Bengal by the French fleet, after an honourable defence. 

On "the 1 8th of J anuary, at Ih. p.m,, the 00-gun ship 
Lcander, Captain John Wfllet Payne, ofl* Jamaica, observed 
a large sliip coming down before the wind. The stranger, 
having approached Avithin five or six miles, hauled Up to the 
southward j and although evidently a large line-of-battle ship, 
Captain Payne determined on chasing. At 4h. P.M., the 
Leander tacked and made all sjiil, and at Ih. a.m. onthe 19th, 
closed with the French 80-gun ship Coiironne ; and ranging 
up alongside to leewai'd at the distance of not more than 
fifty yards, gallantly commenced the action. The Leander s 
position was on the Oouronne’s starboard-bow^, and was so 
netu' that she was three times set on fire by the French sliip’s 
wads. The ships Avere at one time foul, and the Fi-ench 
attempted to board ; but, although the Couronne’s deck was 
lull of soldiers, who kept up a tremendous fire of musketry 
in order to cover the boarders, the assailants were beaten off 
with loss. For two hours the Ijeander sustained this un- 
equal contest, in the course of which, from the heavy metal 
of her opponent, the ship was rendered almost unmanageable, 
and had siiirered a severe loss in killed and wounded. While 
in this crippled state she dro])ped to leeward of the Couronne, 
and the latter, observing her apparently defenceless .state, 
attemptied to bear up under her stem to rake her ; but by 
putting tlie Leander s helm apoif, the two ships |)aid off be- 
fore the Adud, the action me^mAvliile being continued with 
spirit. After a slioi-t time the Couronne dropped astern, 
and hauling to the Avind, discontinued the action, and at day- 
^>reak the French ship was nowhere to be seen. Mr. Janies, 
in alluding to this gallant perforinance, states that the French 
ship was the Pluton, seventy-four, Captain de Bioms ; that 
she ha-d a lieutenant and four men killed, and eleven wounded ; 
and tliat the Leander had tliirteen killed or badly wounded. 

On the 18th of Januaiy, at daybreak, the 44-gun ship 
Argo, Captain John Butchart, being off Sombrero, on her 
way to Antigua, sjirang her main-topmast in a fresh gale of 
Avind ; and while getting another up, was chased by the 
French 36-gun frigates Concoifle and Nymphe, which had 
sailed from Martinique to look after her. At llh. a. at. the 
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Nymplie closed and commenced the action, whicli the Argo 
was not able to return with proper eiTect, in oousequence of 
the heavy sea running, and the lowness of her ports. The 
Argo put before the wind, closely followed by the frigate, 
and a running fight was kept up, the Argo’s deck meanwhile 
being knee-deep in water. After liaving engaged the Kymj>he 
for nearly two hours, the Concorde arrived up and took paa't 
in t* action. At 4h. p m. the Argo, having sustained a loss 
of thirteen men killed and a great many wounded, and all 
her lower masts being gi*eatly injured, her main-topmast 
shot away, besides many shots between wind and water, 
hauled down her colours, and was taken possession of. The 
Argo continued in possession of the enemy till the morning 
of the 20th, when she was chased and recaptured by the 
74-gun shij) Invincible, Captain Charles Saxton. 

On the 16th of February, the Concorde, after a long 
chase, was overtaken and captured by the 74:-gun shij) 
Magnificent, Captain Robert Linzee, after a very gallant 
resistance. 

The action which concluded this long and sanguinary war, 
was a fifth engagement between the rival commanders in the 
East Indies, and took pl^co od* Pondicherry on the 20th of 
June, the news of the peace not liaving then reached. The 
British squadron having been reinforced from England by 
fi-ve sail of the line, under Sir Richard Bickerton, consisted 
of the followiug : — 

5 Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Hughes, K,B, 

I Captain Henry Newconie 
Commodore llicliard Xing 
CapUiin Theophihis Jones 
Cominodoro Sir Kichard Bickerton 
Captiun Tlioimis Hicks 
William Allen 
Andi'ew Mitchell 
Thomas Newnhain 
Peter Hainier 
John Cell 
James Alms 
William Chirke 
Tliomaa Mackeiizie 
Samuel Graves 
K«jl)ort Macdoi^ald 
Charles Hughes 

2 A 2 


Guns^ Ships. 

I Superb. . . . . 


74 - 


f Hero 


80 Gibraltar . . . 

( Cumberland 

74 < Sultan 

( Defcnce . . . 
70 Burford . . . 
68 Monarca . . . 
f Monmouth , 
Eagle ..... 
Magnanime . 
Sceptre . . . 
Africa ..... 
Worcester . 


64 
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Gang. Ships. 

64 Exeter Captain JoIid S. Smith 

64 Inflexible „ Hon. J. W. Olietwynd 

j Isis ...... .. ,, JamesBuniey 

"^(Bristol...... ,, Charles TIallkiay 

Frigates, &c. — Chaser, Harriet, Me<1ea, Naiad, SaJi Carlos, Juno, 
Lizard, Minerva, Pondicherry, Combu.stioii, Seahorse, and Active. 

The French squadron was still greatly supeHor in of 

sailing, and De Saffrein able to decline or bring on an action 
at pleasure. After a continued endeavour on the part of 
Sir Edward Ilughes to hring the enemy to action, the latter, 
on the day above nientioned being to windward, bore up, 
and a.t 4li. p.m., having taken up a position a little within 
long gun-shot of the Aveatlier-heani of the Bi*itisli, an engage- 
ment commenced, whicli continued three hours, wdien Sutlrein 
made sail to windward. M. SvdlVeiii was probably induced 
to take tills bold step in consequence of the knowm. state of 
the crews of the British squadron, nearly one-third of whom 
were labouring under the ejects of virulent scurvy, and 
confined to their harrimocks. TIi(3 Biitish sqinidron suf- 
fered very much in masts and rigging, the Gibraltar and 
Isis in particular, and the lo.ss in ldile<l and w'ounded, in the 
order the ships were formed, w^as as follows : — 


, SWps. 

Killed. 

Woniidefl. 

♦Ships. 

Killed, 

Wounded 


7 

38 

Bur ford 

10 

20 

Igjis 

3 

80 

Sceptre 

17 

47 

.Inflexible 

3 

30 

Magnanimo .... 

1 

16 

Gibraltar 

6 

40 

Eagle 

4 

8 

Exeter 

4 

1) 

Hero 

5 

21 

i A frica 

5 

25 

Bristol ........ 


10 

1 Worcester 

8 

82 

Monmouth .... 

2 

19 

] Sultan 

4 

20 

Cumberland .... 

2 

11 


12 

41 








! Monarca 

i 

0 

14 

Total 

00 

i 

481 


The officers killed and wounded were as follows : — Lieu- 
lenant Eobert Travers (Monarca) ; J ames Dow (Bultan) ; 
and J obn Lett (Defence) ; and Thomas G. Parker, master 
( Defence), killed ; and Lieutenants Middlomore (Hero) ; and 
James Watson (Sceptre) ; and Tliompson, of the marines 
(Hero) ; Ormsby Sloane, master (Sultan) ; — Ilimter, boat- 
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swaia (Defence) ; and — Sinclair, boatswain (Worcester), 
wounded. 

The Frencli loss is not stated. Kews of the peace reached 
'Sir Edward Hughes only a few days afterwards. 

On the 20th of January, preliminary articles of peace 
were concluded at V^ersaillea between Great Britain and 
France, and also with Spain. 

We will now endeavour to submit at one view the losses 
sustained by each of the belligerent powers during this 
war : — 




SHIPS OF GUNS. 
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2 

1 

1 

1 

6 



^ J 



1 




1 

2 






i 





Total loss , . . . . 






2 

2 

J 

1 

2 

8 











A . 1 captured 

Amencan | 








9 

21 

23 

53 




1 ’ • 




4 

11 

17 

32 









^rofcal loss . 








13 

32 

40 

83 









^ ( captured 






1 

4 

4 

.10 

57 

76 

[ by enemy . . 

! ■ ' 




1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

12 

) destroyed 

j by accident 

* * 

2 

!' ' 

8 

i 

3 

3 

11 

21 

44 

93 

Total loaa 


2 


8 

1 

5 

8 

1 

19 

35 

103 

181 

1 1 


1 









* Exclusive of I'rivafceera. 
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The following table exhibits the state of the iistvy at the 
close of the war ; — 


STATE OF THE ROYAL 
NAVY, JANUARY* 17B3. 

SHIPS OF GUNS. 

100 

98 

to 

90 

■■ 

Si 

80 

76 

to 

70 

6$ 

to 

64 

60 

56 

to 

50 

44 

to 

36 

34 

to 

28 

. i( 

26 

to 

20 

1 

•tJ 

g 

1 

eo 

1 

■H . 

Afloat 

Building . . 

Total 

2 

3 

14 

5 

1 

4 

57 

29 

46 

5 

8 

20 

3 

Ox 

20 

6 

65 

29 

! 

2683 

1|12 

361 1 
106 

5 

19 

1 

4 

86 

51 

8 

23!28 

Li_. 

2694 

1 

27|93 

467 


With reference to the above, Beatson gives the following 
as the number in commission at this period Ships of the 
line, 112; of fifty guns, twenty; frigates, 150; but this 
latter number is intended to include 20-guii ships and sloopvs. 
The number of seamen voted for the four years respectively — 
viz., from 1780 to 1783, both inclusive — was 85,000, 90,000, 
100,000, and 110,000. 

1791. — On the 20th of November, an action took place 
off Mangalore between the IMtish SO-guii frigate Pheenix, 
Captain Sir Bichard Strachan, and 32-gun French frigate 
Besolue, in consequence of the British captain insisting upon 
searching two merchant vessels in company with the frigate. 
The Besolue hauled down her colours after an engagement 
of twenty-five minutes’ duration, in which she sustained a 
loss of twenty-five killed and forty w^ounded, including the 
captain dangerously. The loss on board the Phoenix, was 
six killed and eleven wounded, including Lieutenant of 
marines George Finley, mortally. The merch^mt ships 
having been searched, wex'e permitted to proccesd on the 
voyage, and the frigate was carried to Mah6 Beads— the 
French captain declining to resume possession of the ship— 
and there left. 

* Exclusive of armed ships, transports, cutters, fire-ships, &c. &c. 
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’ On the 2iid of January, 1793, the 16-gun sloop Childers, 
Commander Robert Barlow, was standing in towards the 
harbour of Brest, when one of the batteiies which guard 
the entrance fired a shot at her. Supposing the character 
of his vessel to be unknown, Captain Barlow hoisted liis 
colours : upon which the forts also hoisted French colours, 
with a red pendant over them, and both oi)entHl fire upon 
the British vessel, wldch had, by this time, been driven by 
the flood-tide still nearer. A breeze coming off tlie land, 
the Childers made sail and got out of gun-sliot, without 
having sustained any loss. One shot only — a 48"poun<ler — 
struck one of her guns, and split into three pieces, but 
injured no one. 

On the 21st of January, the Frermh revolutionary party 
nmrdei-ed Louis XYI. ; and the king of England, refusing 
to countenance such horrible proceedings, ordered the 
French ambassador to q^xiit the country. On the 1st of 
February, the National Convention declared war against 
Great Britain and tJie United Netherlands, whicli was fol- 
lowed by a counter declaration of against Franco on 
the 11th of the same month. The king of Bpain also not 
feehng an inclination to side with the Fixiiicli })arty, war 
was declared against that nation l>y France on the 4 th of 
March, in which war Portugal was also involved. 

Mr. James gives the following as the actual line-of-battle 
force of the rival navies of England and France at this 
period : — 





AgrfiTsreg-atc Broadside 

*■ - 

No. of Ships. 

No. of Owns. 

Weijrht of Metal 
in Engiiirb X*oun<ls. 

British line ...... 

115 

8,718 

8S,057 

French line i 

76 

6,002 

1 

7y,S57 


The above statement xs veiy essential to a right under- 
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Btanding of the real difficulties and force which the British 
navy had to contend against. The first col'umnj without 
the second, would not suffice, owing to the large number of 
fii-gun ships in the British naTv, and of 110 and 12(hgun 
ships in the French ; neither would the second convey the 
requisite knowledge, without the third, in consequence of 
the heavier metal employed in the French navy; but 
together they show that the real preponderance of the 
English over the French navy did not amount to more than 
1/5,000 lbs., or, in other words, about fifteen sail of the line. 
The navy of Spain was not much inferior to that of France 
and Portugal also possessed several fine 74-gun ships. 

The first action of this celebrated war was fought on the 
13tli of March. The British 16-gun brig Scourge (btit 
which had only eight long 6-pounders mounted), Commander 
Ceoige Brisac, being off Scilly, fell in with the French 
l>rivateer Sans-Oulotte, mounting eight long S-pounders, and 
ibur 12-pounder carronades, with a crew of eighty-ojio men. 
The action lavsted three hours ; but proved victorkms to the 
Scourge, whicli, out of a crew of seventy men and boys, had 
one man killed and one wounded. The privateer had nine 
killed and twenty wounded. 

The first British officer who lo.«?t his life in this war was 
Lieutenant J ohn W estern, of the 32 guii frigate Syren, wdio, 
in command of a gun-boat (the gun of whicli he was at the 
time levelling), was actively co-operating with the forces 
under the orders of JL. It. H. the duke of York, at the 
Nooid, on the Moor Dyke, on the 21st of March, when he 
received a imisket-hfill througP his head from the enemy's 
iiitrenchinents. Lieutenant Western was buiied in the 
cliureh of Dordrecht, to wliich place his remains were fol- 
lowed by the duke of York, who ordered a sidtable moiiu- 
ment to be erected to his memory. The naval medal has 
been coTiferred upon the participators surviving in June, 1847. 

On the 14th of Apiil, a squadron under Rear-Admiral 
Gell, consisting of the following, — . * 

Guns. Ships. 

i Rear-Admiral John Gell 
98 bfc. George . . | ^ 

I Ganges „ A. J. P- Molloy 

74 < Eilgar „ Albemarle Bertie 

( Egmorit .... Archibald Dickson 

38 IMiacfcoij . . . .^ ,, Andrew S, Douglas 
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boTind to tlie Mediterranean, fell in ”\vith and captured tlie 
Oeneral Dumourier jirivateer, of twenty-two long G -pounders, 
and 196 men, together with the Ban-Iago Spanish galleon, 
which she was convoying to a port of France. The galleon 
was from Lima, -with a cargo valued at £200,000. Both 
were taken to Plymouth, and ultimately condennied. The 
seizure of this recaptured ship occasioned a great sensation 
at Madjdd ; and Avas one of the principal causes of the war 
between Spain and Great Britain. 

On the 13th of May, at 51i. p.m., in lat. 42° 34' N., long. 
13^ 12' W., the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Iris, Captain 
George Ijunisdaine, standing to the southward, with the 
wind at north-east, discovered a sail on her Aveather quarter. 
The Iris hauled to the wind to close the stranger, and at 
6h. hove to. At 61i. 30m. the stranger— a French hdgate— 
liOA'e to on the Aveather quarter of the Ins, and commenced 
the action. At 8h., the stranger made sail to Avindw^ard 
and escaped. The Iris endeavoured to pursue, and lost her 
foremast, main- topmast, and mizenmast in the attempt. 
The Iris reached Gilnultar hve days afterwards, and it Avas 
conjectur<Ml that she ha<l engaged the Mledee of thiidy-six 
guns, wliich statement subsequently appeared in the London 
journals ; but it w^as afCerwards pretty clearly asceitained 
that her oj)poiient was the Citoyenne Franc;aise, an old 
Fi’ench 32-gvxii frigate, then a priA^jiteer, which ship arnA;ed 
at Boi'deaux in a .shattereil state. Out of a crew^ of 2 1 7, the 
Iris had four seamen killed ; her first lieutenant, master, 

jMagee (mortally), and thirty seaineti ajid marines 

wounded. The Citoyenne^ out of 2o0 men, liad her eajxtain 
(Dubedal) and hfteem killed, and tliirty -.seven wamiided. 

On the 27th of May, at daybreak, Oa.j)e Finisterre boa, ring 
south-east, distant 120 leagues, the 12-poiinder 32-giin frigate 
Venxis, Oaptuiii Jonathan Faulknor, an<l Frencli 3G-gun Iri- 
giite Stiniliante, descried each, other. At 4h. 30m, am., the 
Semillante tacked, and hauled to the AAund, and at 7h. 30m., 
haA'ing' reached the lee beam of the Venus, a warm cannonade 
conmienced, the tAvo ships gradually nearing each other until 
loll. A-M., when they were witliin a cable’s length, the 
Venus to Avindward. The Semillante had, by this time, lost 
her first and second ofiicers, and her spars an<l hull Avere 
much damaged. For the last half-hour siie had made but 
a weak return to the spirited lire of the Veiias, and just ft:* 
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Captain Faulkner had bore down, in the hope of taking 
possession, a stranger hove in sight to leeward, which made 
signals to the Semillante, upon which she bore up to join 
her friend. The Yeiius, which had also suffered severely in 
masts, yards, and rigging, hauled to the <wind to repaii' 
damagOvS. According to the statement of the captain of 
an English merchant-ship on board the S6miUante, that ship 
had live feet water in the hold when she reached poi*t. The 
Venus, out of a crew of 192, had two men killed and nine- 
teen woimded ; and the S6millante, out of 300 men, had 
twelve killed and twenty wounded. This ship s consort, 
'which was the Cloopdtro, crowded all sail after the Venus ; 
but being far to windward, with smooth water, the Venus 
got clear off, and rejoined the Kymphe, from which slie had 
parted two days btffore. 

On the 27th of May, early in the morning, about two 
leagues distant from Cape Tiburon, the Hytena, of twenty- 
four guns/ Gapttun William Hargood, was chased by the 
Concorde, the advanced frigate of a French squadron. Cap- 
tain Hargood, after making every possiV)le effort to esca]:>e, in 
which the ship carried away several spars, binding that, as 
the wind had fallen light, and the Concorde was bringing 
up a fine breeze, he could offer no effectual resistance, after 
consulting his officers, surrendered the ship. On the lltli 
of, October, 1793, Captain Hargood was tried by court- 
martial in Hamoaze, and most honourably acquitted. 

On the 17th of June, the 36-gun frigate Nyniphe, Cap- 
tain Edward Pellew, sailed from Falmouth on a cruise. On 
the next day, at 3h. 30m. a.m., the Start be<armg east by 
north five or six leagues, a sail was discovered to leeward, and 
the Nymphe bore up under all sail. At fih. the stranger — 
the Frcncdi 36-gun frigsite Clcopatre, — shoi-tened sail, and 
awaited the approach of the JSfymplie. At (>li. a.m., the 
Nympho hauled up on the weather quainter, and was hailed 
fit) in tiie Clcopatre. The hail was responded to by three 
loud British clieers. Captain Mullon, the French com- 
mander, then came to the gangway, and wavdng his hat, 
exclaimed, Vive la nation ! ” his crew making a noise in 
imitation of the British cheers; at the same time the 

* The Hyaena had not more than liinety men on board, her second 
lieutenant and several of the crew being absent in prizes. 



THE BRITISH NAVY. 


363 


Oleopatre filled and borf5 up. At 61i. tlie Kymphe/ 

having taken np her station on the starboard quarter of the 
Gldopitre, commenced a furious action, both frigates running 
before the wind within hail. At 6h. 30m., the Cl^opatre 
stiddenly hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, but hei* 
mizenmast and wheel being shot away, she paid round off 
before the wind, and fell on board the Nymphe, her jib-boorn 
passing between the fore and mainmasts, and pressing hard 
against the latter. As the main and spring stays were shot 
away, the mainmast was expected every moment to fall ; but 
the jib-boom of the French ship gave way, and the mast 
kept its place. Both ships then dropped alongside, head and 
stern, The Cl^opatre’s main-topmast studding-sail boom-iron 
having hooked the leech-rope of the Nymphcfs main-topsail, 
the mainmast was again endangered, but a top-man named 
Burgess sprang alolt and cut away the rope ; and, at the 
same time Lieutenant Pellowe let go the anchor. The 
Oleopatre was gallantly boarded, and, at 7h. 10m., tbe repub- 
lican colours were hauled down. The Njunphe had her 
boatswain Tobias James, master’s mate Ilichard Pearce, Jiiid- 
shipmen George Boyd, John Davie, and Samuel Edfalt, 
fourteen seamen, and four marines killed; heir second lieut. 
George Luke, midshipmen J. A. Norway and Jolm Plaine, 
first lieut. of marines John Whittaker, seven teeiii seamen and 
six marines wounded : total, twenty-three killed and twenty- 
seven wounded The Oleopatre had her captain killed,* two 
lieutenants wounded ; and altogether 63 killed and wounded. 
Except in number of men, — the Nymphe haYing 240, and 
the Oleopatre 320, — ^the ships were equally matched; the 
only difference being that the Nymphe mounted eight 
32-pounder carronades, instead of long G^pounders. On thci 
21st, the Nymphe arrived at Portsrnotath with her prize, and 
on the 29th, Captain Pellcw, with his brother Israel, a. volun- 
teer on board the Nymphe, were presented to George III. 
The honour of knighthood was conferred on the senior,^’ and 


’ Captain Mnllon was wounded in the back and hip by a round shot ; 
and it is related of him, that having in his pocket the list of coast signals 
in use by the French, he took out what he considered to l)e the pajier, 
and died biting it to pieces. 

* Tills being the first decisive action of the war, rendered its termina- 
tion a matter of more than usual importance, and on tbe news being 
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tlie rank of post-captain on the junior brother. Tlie lirst 
lieutenant, iAt inherst Morris, received immediate promotion 
to the rank of commander. The prize was purchased into 
the seiwice, and named the Giseau. 

Towards the end of Jiily, the 12-pounder 3 2 -grin fn gate 
Boston, Captain George W. A. Courtenay, was cruiBing off 
Kew York, and watching the French 3()-gun frigate Embus- 
cade, Captain Boinpai't, lying in that h£«*bour. Captain 
Bom part, mistaking the British fiigate for the Concorde, a 
frigate under his orders, sent his first lieutenant and twelve 
inen on board the Boston, witli orders for her to proceed in 
quest of a pirate. The lieutenant and his crew were, as a 
matter of course, made prisoners. On Captain Coniiienay 
expressing to the lieutenant his desire to meet the Embus- 
cade at sea, the Frencli officer assured him of his captain’s 
readiness to accede to his wishes ; and that if he, the lieu- 
tenant, were permitted to wiite to his captain, the Embus- 
cade would be outside the Hook in a few hours. This was 
accordingly done, and the letter sent into New York by a 
}yilot-boat, acconipaiued by a verbal message from Captain 
Courtenay that ho would wait three days for the meeting, 
The master of the pilot-boat, not liking to deliver tlie 
message, posted it in a public coflee-room. While anxiously 
expecting tlie Einbuscade, twelve sail ap[)oared on the 30th 
in the offing, which tlie Frencli lieutenant stated to be the 
74-gun ships Eole, and America, four frigates, and six cor- 
vettes, from the Chesap^'ake. At sunset thxiy w(^ro about 
nine miles off. Gn the 31st, a ship was seen coming down 
l)ef*ore the wind, and the Boston cleared for iiction. At 3h. 
30m. A.M. the stranger passed about three miles to wind- 
ward, inaking signals with false tires, and at 3h, 50m. was 
discovered to be a French frigate. The Boston hoisted 
French colours, upon which the French ship hoisted a blue 
flag with a white <iross at her peak, thus making herself 
known as tlm Embuscado. At 4h. a.m. both ships wore to 
the eastward, and set main-sails. At 5h., having hoisted 
each their proper colours, and approached witliin pistol-shot, 
the Boston and Einbuscade backing their inain-toj>sails, 

aimounced to the king, at that time in the theatre, it was immediately 
commimicated to the audience, by whom it was I’eceived with loud cheers 
and acclamations. The naval medal is awarded tor this action. 
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commenced the action. The land of Neversinh:, in the Jer- 
seys, bore north-west, about twelve miles distant. At .Oh, 20m. 
the Boston’s cross-jack-yard was shot away, and lOih. 

her main-topmast and topsajll-yard fell over the 4arboai*d 
side. At Gh. 20m, Captain Courtenay and Lieut, of maiines 
James E. Butler, whilst standing together on the qaiaiter- 
deck, were killed l)y one shot. The Boston’s mizcn-topinast 
soon afterwards fell. The only two lieutenants, — John Ed- 
wards and Alexander R, Kerr, were below, wounded ; the 
latter l<3st the entire use of one eye, and the former received 
a contusion in the head. On the captain’s death, although 
Lieutenant Edwards had suffered severely, he returned on 
deck and took command of the sliip. At Gh. 45m. the Em- 
buscade, which had also suffered very much in lier masts and 
gear, dropped astern a little and bore up with the intention 
of raking the Boston, which the latter with difficalty wore to 
avoid. As the wreck of tlio main-topmast lay over ilie lar- 
board side and rendered her guns useless, the lloston, unable 
to offer an effectual resistance, made all sail before the wind. 
The Embuscade stood after her, to all ap]:)earanco as mucjh 
crippled as herself ; but at 8h. when about four miles off, 
the French ship brought to with her head to the eastward, 
and was soon lost sighf of The Boston had li.er ca] >taj n, 
lieutenant of marines, and eight seamen killeMl ; tw(3 lieu- 
tenants, one master’s mate, two midshipmen, and ninetefin 
seamen arnl .marines wounded ; total, ten Idlled and twenty- 
four wonnded. 

Tlie Embuscade, a ship of 900 tons, and a crew numbering 
327, was also greatly superior in point of equipment to tlie 
Boston, the latter measuring only 670 tons with a crew of 
204 men, and armed with long 12 and G-pounders, and useless 
12-pounder caiTonades. The Embuscade returned to .New 
York witli fifty men killed and wounde<l, and was obliged to 
have fill her masts taken out. The Boston reached New- 
foundland on the 19th.^ 

At the declaration of war against England, France pos- 
sessed in the harbour of Toulon a very large fleet, of which 
the subjoined tabular statement will convey full infor- 
mation : — 

* The king settled a pension of £500 on Captain Coiirteua3^’s widow, 
and on each of his two children an annuity of £50. 
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State of the French Mediterra- 
nean^ Force ON THE Arrival op 
Loud Hood in August, 1795. 

SHIPS OR VESSELS OF GUNS. 

120 

80 

74 

40 

38 

36 

32 

28 

Corvettes. 

Total. 

In the outer harbour, ) 

ready for sea f 

T rp 1 J In the inner ditto, refitting 
.in louion -j i^jaitto and basin repair- ) 
ing, or in want of repair ) 
Biiilrling . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

15 

2 

7 

1 

2 

2 

. 

' ' 

3 

3 


2 

10 

34 

5 

16 

3 

2 


2 

Cruising in. the Mediterranean 

Total. 









4 

25 

1 

4 

3 

*2 

"7l 

5| 

2 

212 

2l 4 

! 

OO 

2 

4 

26 

7 

2 

12j 

2 

4jl6 

75 

_ 



In the nionth of Augiist the follo^ving fleet, iiiidex' the 
coimnatid of Yice-Aximiral Lord. Hoodj. assembled off 
Toulon : — 


Guns, Ships. 


100 J 


Victory 


[^Britannia 

f Windsor Castle . . 


98-1 


Princess Koyal . . 


74 


I^St. George 

^Alcide 

Terrible 

Eginont 

Pobiist 

Couragenx 

Bedford 

Berwick 

Captain 

Fortitude 

Leviathan 

Colossus 

Illustrious 


I 

'( 


Vice-Adiniral Lord Hood 
Bear- Admiral Sii‘ Hyde Parker 
Captain John Knight 
Vice-Admiral William Hotham 
Captain John Holloway 
Vice-Admiral Philips Cosby 
Captain Sir Tliomas Byard 
Bear- Admiral Samuel G. Goodall 
Captain John C. Ihirvis 
Rear-Admiral J ohn Gell 
Captain Thomas Foley 
,, Robert Linzee 

„ SkelHrigton Lutwidge 

Archibald Hickson 
,, Hon. G. K. Elplj instone 
,, Hon. W. Waldegrave 

,, Robert Maim 

„ Sir John Collins 

„ Samuel Reeve 

„ William Young 

„ Hon. H! S. Conway 

,, Charles M. Pole 

„ Thomas L. Frederick 
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Guns. Ships. 

" Agamemnon .... 

\ Ardent 

Diadem 

Intrepid 

The French, fleet was commanded by Bear- Admiral tlie 
Conipte de Trogoff, a monarchist, and his i>rinci|>]es pervaded 
the fleet. The same spirit of dmflection to the cause of 
republican France also reigned to a great extent throughout 
the southern j)rovinces. On the 23rd of Augu.st, two com- 
niissionens, delegates from the monarchical party on shove, 
arrived on board the Victory to negotiate with ^^the British 
adrnb’al for the sun’eiider of Toulon to him, in trust for 
Louis XVII. They were well received, and every assistance 
promised upon the proj)osed terms. Lord Hood also caused 
to bo circulated amongst the Toulonese, ]}roclamations de- 
claring his object, which was to hold Toulon in the name of 
the French monarch. The Toulonese, howev(U‘, anticipating 
tlie vengeance which they knew would be wreaked upon 
tliem by the monsters of the French revolution in case of 
failure, hesitated to comply with Lord Hood’s requisition. 
A republican party existed in the fleet, and Rear-Admiral 
St. Jiilien, the secomi in* command, and a large body of the 
captains, 0111001 * 8 , and men, professed similar* principles. 

Matters being iii this unsettled static, Lieutenant Fdward 
Cooke, of tlie Victory, was sent on shoi*e, on the 24th, to 
treat with the royalist jiarty. After some perilous adven- 
tures, this ollicer returned to the ship, but the matter not 
being concluded, returned to Toulon, narrowly escaping 
capture ; and having by his pre.seiice afforded fresh impetus 
to the royalist cause, and obtained mucjh infomiation, Ik? 
returned to the Victory, accompanied by a special com 
inis.sioner from the Committee-General. Upon the assurance 
of tliis latter personage that IjOuLs XVII. had been pro- 
claimed by the sections, who were determined to su}>})ort hi.s 
cause, Lord Hood agreed to land troops to take possession of 
the forts commanding the shipping. On the approach of 
the British forces under Captain Mpiiinstone, of the Robust, 
the forts surrendered, and the fleet also submitted, and 
hoisted the white flag j but Rear-Admiral Julien, an^ 5,000 


Captain Horatio Nelson 
„ Robert M. Sutton 

„ Andrew Sutherland 

„ Hon. Charles Carpenter 
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seamen, ma(le their escape into the interior, and joined the 
repiiblicaii forces. Lord Hood then entered Toulon, accom- 
panied by a Spanish fleet of seventeen sail of the line, iindei* 
Admiml Langara. 

The British admiral now found that he was to endure a 
long and liarassiiig siege, in order to retain possession of the 
place. U ndaunted by the formidable arhiy of 33,000 men, 
under Genenils Kellerman and Grrteaux, which was marching 
against him, he detertiiinod on holding it as long as he was 
able. Tlie total irainber of troops at Lord Hood’s disposal, 
including 1^,000 British, was only 16,890 men. The details 
of the defence of Toulon ai‘e too lengthy to come within the 
sco])e of this work ; but tlie destruction of the shipping in 
Toulon having been executed in an able manner by the 
British sailors, we must confine ourselves principally to that 
transaction. 

On the night of the 14 th of December, the Fi‘ench be- 
sieging force, augmented to near 50,000 ineii, marched from 
their encampment in three columns, each division taking a 
route leading to a diflereiit ])oint of the lino of poKsts, so tliat 
their attacks might be simultaneous. By the 16th, one 
division had thrown up fi ve batteries in front of Fort Mui- 
grave, which they continued to bombard with grerit efflict 
till the 17 til. At 2h. that morning, in the midst of dark 
and tempestuous weather, they succeeded in entering the 
fort on the Spanish side, and after a determined, but fruitless 
resistance on the part of the British gan*ison, headed 1)3^ 
Captain Conolly, of the 18th regt., compelled it to retire. 
Among the officers wounded in the defence of this foi.’t, were 
Lieut. Thomas Goddard and Midshipman John Wentwoi*th 
Loring. l)m*iiig these operations, the column under General 
La])oypc canaiid all the posts upon the height of Pbarcni, 
and the ships were consequently compelled to retire to a 
position of safety, as the guns mounted for their immediate 
protection were now available for their destruction. 

In this desperate state of aflkirs, a council of war was held, 
when it was resolved to evacuate Toulon as soon as proper 
arrangements could be made. The sick and wounde<l vrero 
embarked ; tlie French ships, wliicli were armed, were got 
ready to sail out with tlie fleet, ami it w^as deterndned to 
destroy those tiiat remained, together with the arsenal and 
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magazines. Admiral Langara 'wtis charged will) the destruc- 
tion of the shi})s in the basin, and to sink the Iris and Mon- 
treal, two frigates fitted as powder-ships. In the course of 
the 18th, the remaining troops had concentrated in tlie towii 
and fort Lamalgue, ready to embark as soon as the destiaic- 
tion of the shipping had been effected. This latter seiwice 
was intrusted to Sir W. Sidney Smith, who had arrived only 
a fortnight j)reviously from Smyrna. On the saiiie afteniooii 
he repfiired to the dock-yard, the gates of wliich had been 
closed and secured, to prepare the combustibles. The people 
had already assumed the tricoloured cockade. The galley- 
slaves, to the i^umber of 800, w^ere, for the most part, 
unchained, and appeared to look with a jealous eye upon the 
destriiotion about to begin. The guns of Sir Sidney’s tender, 
the Sw’^allow, and of a gnn-boat, however, sej ved to keep 
these in check. Sir Sidney w^as further interrupted in his 
operations b}^ the sliot and shells fired from the fort JVial- 
bousquet. 

As the night closed in, the enemy in great numbers 
descended the hill and opened a heavy fire of musketry aiid 
cannon u})on the British, to which the gun-boats and small 
vessels returned a vigorous fire of grape. At 8h, p.m. the 
Vulcan fire-slnp, Commander Charles Hare, entered tlie basin 
in tow of the boats, and was i>laced so that her well-shotted 
guns should served to keej) the enemy in check. At lOh. p.m. 
all being ready, the preconceived sigmil w as given ; the trains 
leading to the different storehouses and magazines wei'e 
ignited, and the train of the Vulcan tired by the coinniander, 
who, by the bursting of the priming, was severely wnmnded. 
Tlie flames noAv began to ascend from all paiVs with terrific 
splendour ; the Vulcan’s guns went off as the fire reached 
them. The devouring element spread rapidly; and the men 
were overpow^ered by the heat. The enemy, directed by the 
fire, were enabled to point their guns at the daring band 
thus employed. A tremendous explosion ])ut a stop for- an 
instani to the proceedings; but the W'oik. was sjjcedily 
resumed. It was ascertained that the Spaniards ha<l com- 
mitted the mistake, in their hurxy to execute their paiii. of 
the service, of firing instead of smitVmg the pow der- sln})s. 
The explosion shook the Union gun-boat to jdeces, and killed 
the commander and three of the crew; and a second guii- 
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boatr was blown into tlie air, but her crew miraculously saved. 
Having completed the destruction of the arsenal, ^Ir Sidney 
proceeded towards the basin in front of the town, across 
which a boom had been laid ; but the British were received 
with such repeated volleys of musketry, that Sir Sidney was 
compelled to abandon his design. He then proceeded along- 
side the two 74-gun ships H^ros and Th6mistocle, lying in 
tlie inner road, and filled with French prisoners. Terrified 
by the awful work which had been enacted, these',, although 
greatly superior in number to the British party, consented 
to be landed in a place of safety, and having cleared them, 
the ships were set on fire and completely destroyed. After 
having effected as much as it was possible for men to do, so 
badly supported as they had been by them allies the 
Spaniards, Sir Sidney vras preparing to return to the fleet, 
when the explosion of the second powder-vessel — ^the Mon- 
treal — took place close to them, with an effect even more 
powerful than the former one. The little Swallow and three 
boats, although within the sphere of the hilling timber- — 
which in its fall caused tlie waiter to foam around them — 
singular to relate, received not the smallest injury. Many 
of the gallant British band, exhausted with their fatiguing 
employment, fell asleep on their oars as the boats slowly 
quitted Toulon on their way to join the fleet. 

Sir Sidney Sinitli in his perilous imdeitaking, was accom- 
panied and suj^ported by the following oflicers, to whose 
exertions the eflbctual destruction of such a vast amount of 
j>r6perty was due — Commanders — Charles Hare and William 
Edge; Lieutenants — Carre, Tapper, John Core, John Mel- 
huisli, Eichard Holloway, Matthew Wrench, Thomas F. 
Eichmond, Ealph W, Miller, John Stiles, Chaides I). Pater, 
Eobert G, Middleton, Henry Hill, Joseph Priest, James 
Morgan, and Francis Cox ; Master — George Andrews ; Sur- 
geon — WilHam Jones ; Master’s Mates, &c. — -J ohn Eales, 
Eichard Hawkins, Thomas Cowan, William Kniglit, Henry 
Matson, P. H. Valiant, and Thomas Young (killed). 

The troops commenced evacuating Fort Lamalgue, when 
the conflagraticui Ix^gan, and by daylight in the morning 
liad all embarked under the superintendence of Captains 
Elphinstone, Hallowell, and Matthews, without the loss of a 
mam I’he British sailors, during the important transactions 
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which called for their exertions throughout this harassing 
defence, deserved the highest praise- Their devotion and 
skill, not less than their strength and activity, afforded a 
theme of praise and admiration to all who witnessed their 
conduct- The melancholy fate of the unfortimate inhabitants 
of Toulon, fonns a page in history of the most daruning 
nature to the monsters in the shape of men connected mth 
it. The miserable creatures ffed from their homes, and 
flocked in numbers to the watei’-side, hoping to find an 
asylam on board the British fleet. Many succeeded in gain- 
ing the British boats, and to the number of 14,877 — men, 
women, and children — ^were received on board the difibrent 
ships of the fleet. Many in their way to the sliore were cut 
in two hy cannon-balls, and others, overcome by terror, fancied 
the hurried steps of their pursuers Avere behind them, and 
fainted on the way ; wliile some, with their infants clinging 
to their breasts, rushed into the sea, aiul perished ! Those 
who remained in the toAvii, trusting to their age and sex to 
sliield them from the bayonets of the soldiery, trusted to a 
vain hope ! A savage decree of the Ooininittee of Public 
Safety had doomed the whole to destruction, and those on 
whom the task of carrying this inhutnari sentence into elfoct 
devolved, enacted it to the fullest measure. When the 
British entered Toulon, it Avas calculated tliat tlie toAvn con- 
tained 28,000 souls; but in a few Aveeks after they quitted, 
there were but 7,000 left 1 

The subjoined table Avill shoAv the exact amouiit of gain 
to the British, and loss to the French, caused by the seizure 
and evacuation of Toulon. 

The French vessels that Avere in the port when the Britisli 
entered were thus disposed of : — 



372 BATTLES OF [1793. 


iSxATEMExr OP THE Toulon Fleet on 
THE Evacuation of that Port; | 
Beoembeb IB, 1793. ' 

SHIPS OR vessels of 
GUNS, 

120 

80 

■ 

7‘i 

40 

8G 

■ 

32 

28 

Corvettes. 

Total. 

Burnt, or otherwise destroyed 

Brought away ly ] British | 

*1 

1 

8 

2 

1 

1 

2 

'i 

2 

1 

2 

' r-f r-* • 

2 

3 

2 

2 

14 

9 

7 

3 

O’. A 1 i lost to the French 

^ ^ left to ditto 
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1 
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11 
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3 

1 

: 4 ! 
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■2 

2 

9 

3 

CO iC3 
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2 

4| 

25 

4 
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Of the fifteen ships brought a^vay by the English, the 
Perle, Arethuse, and Topaze were line frigates ; but scarcely 
any of tlio smaller vessels reached a British port except 
to be laid up. The Puissjmt, scventy-four, never quitted 
Portsmouth, nor was that siipex'b ship the Coininerce de 
Marseilles ever employed as a British cruiser. The Com- 
niorce de Marseilles measured 2,747 tons, and was the 
laigest and most beautiful ship that had ever been seen, and 
sailed and w^orked like a frigate ; but being slightly put 
together, was found on examination unseaworthy. The 
Pompee, seventy-foim, was a fine vessel of 1,900 tons, and 
long remained an ornainent to the British navy. The Scipion 
took fire and blew up in Leghorn Hoads. 

In the month of Beptember, Lord Hood despatched the 
following squadron from Toulon, to co-operate with the in- 
sui-gent Corsicans under General Paoli : — 

Guns, Ships. 

( A K ' ^ Commodore Eobert Linzoe 

74 ] \ Captain John Woodley 

( Courageux . . ,, John Matthews 

64 Ardent „ Bobert M. Sntton 

Frigates — Lowestoffe and Nemesis, Captains William, Wolseley and 
Lord Amelius Beauclerk. 

On arriving off Corsica, Commodore Linzee found that the 
only ])Ossible service which with his small squadron he could 
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render, must be dii’ected against the redoubt of Fomeilli, 
which, being two miles in advance of the town of Sau 
Fiorenzo, could not, he believed, l^e supported by it. An 
attack being un ex 2 ^ectedly made by the Lowestoffe and 
Nemesis uj)on the Mortella Tower was successful ; the gar- 
rison abandoned it, and Lieutenants John Gibbs i\iid Cfiarles 
Annesley, of the Lowestofie, at the head of thirty men, 
landed and effected an entrance to the fortification, although 
the sally-port was twenty feet from the ground. Three long 
guns, two twenty-fours, and one 18-pounder, wore found 
mounted on the platform of this remarkable erection ; but 
the powder had been destroyed. 

The Nemesis miinediately conveyed intelligence of tliis 
success to the commodore, and had the squadroji immediately 
attacked Forneilli, it is probable that the like success would 
liave happened ; but a delay taking place, the garrison 
advantageously employed the time for the defence. On the 
1st of October, early in the morning, the three line-of-battle 
ships took up their stations, and opened their broadsides upon 
the redoubt, but with so little effect, that after about four 
hotirs’ cannonading, the commodore made the signal to dis- 
continue the action, and to liaul out of gun-shot. The 
Courageux and Ar<ient having been exposed to a raking fire 
from the town of San Fiorenzo, suffered seA^oredy ; the 
former having been four times set on fire by hot shot. The 
Alcide had nine seamen wounded, three of Avliom moitally. 
Courageux, first lieutenant (LikUoav Slieiis), and one seaman 
(ill the act of cuttmg a hot shot out of the shi 2 )’s side), 
killed ; and second lieutenant (William If. Daniel) and 
twedve seamen wounded. Ardent, John Martin, midshi})- 
man, and thirteen men killed, and scAienteen wounded. The 
enemy’s force consisted of tliirtcen guns, princijially long 
24-pounders, and six heaA'y mortars. 

^On the 19th of October, the 36-gun frigate Crescent, 
Captain James Saurnarez, sailed from )Spithead, and having 
receh^ed information respecting a French fiigate, stood over 
to the French coast close under Barfleur, and as the day 
dawned on the 20tli, descried a ship and a cutter standing 
in shore. The Crescent, being to windward, edged avray, arul 
in a short time brought to, to wdndw^ard of tlie French 36-guu 
fHgate Keunion, Captain Francois A. Dcnian. An action 
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ensued/ in tlie early paH of 'whicli tlie Orescent had lier 
fore-topsail-yard and her fore-topmast shot away, when, put- 
ting about, she bi'ought her larboard guns to bear upon the 
Il6union*s stern and quarter. The Bciiiuon, having lost her 
foreyard and niizen-topniast, became unmanageable, aiid ex- 
pose8 to the raking fire of the Crescent ; and, after a gallant 
resistance of two hours and ten minutes, struck her colours. 
The Circe, of twenty-eight guns, Captain Joseph S. Yorke, 
which had been becalmed during the action, about three 
leagues olf, wjis at that time coming up. The cutter made 
oif as soon as the firing commenced, and got into Cherboui*g. 
The Crescent had not a man hui’t by the enemy’s shot / but 
one seaman had his leg broken by the recoil of a gun. The 
K^'union had thirty-three men killed and forty-eight severely 
wounded. The French being a 12-pounder frigate, and the 
Crescent mounting IS-pounders, the defence of the former 
was higlily honourable. The Eeunion was superior to the 
Crescent in number of men, the former having had 300, the 
latter 257. Captain Saumarez received the honour of knight- 
hood, and the city of London presented him with a haiidsome 
piece of plate. Fh’st lieutenant George Parker was promoted, 
and the Eeunion purchased into the British service by the 
same name. This action is selectecl for the naval medal. 

On the 22nd of October, at 2h. a.m., tlie 64-g-un ship 
Agamemnon, Captain Horatio HeLson, being off Sardinia, 
fell in with a squadron of five Frencli frigates, under Com- 
iiiodoro Perree. 

At 2h. A.M. the sti’angers were observed standing acro.ss 
the Agamemnon’s bows to the north-west, close to the wind. 
At 2h. 30m., observing the Agamemnon, they fired rockets 
and tacked, being then about three miles distant on the 
weather bow. At 4h. a.m. the Agamemnon bailed a frigate, 
but receiving no answer, fired a shot ahead of her, when she 
made all sail, steering two points free. ^ 

The Agamemnon crowded sail in chase, keeping the 
stranger on the weather bow. At daylight the chase hoisted 
French coloui*s, and commenced firing her stern guns, and 
occasionally yawing and firing a broadsid(3, which, from her 
superior sailing, she was enabled to do. The other four 
ships were under all sail on the Agamemnon’s weather 
quarter ; and at 9h. a.m. gaining fast — the Agamemnon 
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bcdiig nearly becalmed. The French frigate, which was the 
Melpomene, then havded up to rejoin her squadron. The 
Agamemnon^ ha\?ing had her masts badly w'ounded, and her 
sails and lower and running rigging much cut, was* not in 
a condition to haul to the wind in chase. The French 
squadron had the option of bringing the Entish sixty-four 
to action all day, but did not make the attempt, and the 
Agamemnon proceeded to Cagliari to repair damages. The 
Agamemnon had only 345 men on board dtiring the action, 
of which number she had one killed and six wounded. The 
Melpomene’s loss was never ascertained. 

On the 24th of October, at 9h. 30m. a.m., the 32-gim 
tiigato Thames, Captain James Cotes, being in lat. 47° 2' N., 
long. 7° 22' W., and standing to the south-east close hauled 
on the starboard tack, with the wind at west-sou th-w'est, 
observed a sail on the stai'board bow. The weather soon 
afterwards coming on thick, the stranger was lost sight of 
until lOh. 15m., when she Avas seen standing towards the 
Thames. At lOh. 30in. the strangei’, which was the French 
40-gun frigate Uranic, passed close bo windward of the 
Tliaiaej?, hoisted her colours, and fired a broadside ; then, 
wearing round, hauled up on the British ship’s w^eatlier 
quarter, and a spirited action commenced. At 2h. 30m. r.M., 
the I Jranio, bearing \ip, passed under the stern of tlie Thames, 
and i*ake<l her Avith great effect. She then hauled up again 
and attemj)ted to board her on the starboard quarter ; but 
receiving a well-directed double-shotted broadside, thrcAv all 
aback and hauled off. The croAv of the Thames gave three 
cheers at parting, but the sliip was in too crippled a state to 
pursue. 

The Thames commenced the action with 184 men, and had 
ten seamen and one marine killed, George Robinson (second 
lieutenant), George 5^'orris (master), David Valentine (mas- 
ter’s mate), and James Dale (midshipman), fourteen seamen, 
and five marines wounded. The Thames av^is a small 
12“pounder frigate, of 650 tons, yet maintained a fight with 
a first-class French frigate, whose crew numbered 320 men, 
and Avbose broadside weight of metal Avas 403 lbs. The 
Uranie was a ship of 1,100 tons. The loss of the Uranic 
could not be ascertJiined, moi'e than that her captain (Taitue) 
Avaa killed. The Thames, ' having had most of her lower 
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rigging sliot away, and her masts badly wounded, was under 
the necessity of putting before the wind. Her inain-topsail- 
yartl was shot aw'ay, and her topmasts crippled ; her hull 
was tom to pieces V.>y shot ; her decks in places ripj^ed up, 
bitts cut away ; several guns dismounted ; and six shot 
between wind and water. The XTranie also suffered very 
severely. While in this helpless state, a French 8jj[uadron 
hove in sight, and a li-igate ranged up under the stern of the 
Tliaines, and fired a broadside. XJnable to Oder further 
resistance, the Thames was surrendered, and the Biitish flag 
stnick to the 40-gun !Fi*ench frigate Carmagnole, Captain 
Allemand. The French commodore, taking his capture in 
tow, arrived at Brest on the following day. 

It was supposed that the Uranie had gone down after the 
action ; but in order to hide the disgrace of her defeat, the 
TJranio’s name had been changed to Tortue. The Tortue 
was captured by tlie Folyphomus, in 1796, and was taken 
into the navy by her original name of Uranie. 

On the 25th of November, at Ih. A.M., the 12-poimder 
32-giiii frigates Fenelo}:»e and Iphigenia, Captains B. S. Row- 
ley and Patrick Biiujlair, in tlie Bay of Loogaiie, St. Domingo, 
chased the French 36-gun frigate Ipcoiistanto. At Ih. 30m., 
the Penelo]:)e got close alongside the French ship, and a smart 
action commenced, wLicli was obstinately continued by the 
Incoiistante, until the Iphigenia joined in the contest, when 
she struck her colours. The Penelope had one seaman killed, 
and Jolin Allen, midshipman, and six seamen wounded. The 
Incoiistante, out of 300 men, had her first lieutenant and 
six seamen killed, and her captain and twenty Wounded, 
The prize was added to the British navy under the same 
name. 


On the 1 st of December, the packet Antelope, Captain Curtis, 
being off Cumberland Harbour, Cuba, on her way to England, 
fell in with two large French schooner privateers. The 
A.ntolopo bore up fV,>r Jamaica, followed by the strangers 
under all sail. The Atalaiite, one of the privateers, outsail- 
ing her consoiii, continued the chase alone, and during that 
and the following day, the packet had a sliglit advantage in 
sailing ; but ilie wind falling light, the privateer took to her 
swee^ps, and swept up alongside. After exchanging a few 
shot, the schooner sheered off, and nothing more was done 
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mitil the 3rd, when at 5h. a.m. tlie schooner again swept up, 
grappled the Aiitelope on the starboard side, fired her broad- 
side, and attempted to carry her by boarcbng. The Ante- 
lope’s crew behaved irobly, and drove back the assailants with 
‘nmch loss ; but unfortunately Mr. Curtis was killed, and the 
steward, and a French gentleman, a j)assenger, and the first 
mate badly wounded. The boats wabi, Mr. Pascoe, now took 
til e command, and, wdth the few brave men left, gallantly 
supported by the passengers, repulsed several attempts to 
board. ^ The privateer at length endeavoured to cut the 
Antelope’s grapplings, and sheer off ; blit Pascoe observing 
this, ran aloffc, and lashed the schooner’s square- sail-yard to 
the Antelope’s fore-topmast shrouds. The British crew then 
firing a well-directed volley of musketry into the piivateer, 
the crew called for quarter. Although the schooner had 
fought under the red, or piratical flag, this wiis granted, and 
she was taken possession of. The Antelope mounted six 
3-pounders, and her effective crew numbered only twenty-one 
men and boys, of which three w ere killed and four woan<]ed. 
The Atalante’s armament was eight 3-pouiiders, and her 
crew sixty-five men, French, Americans, and Irish, thirty of 
whom were killed and sc^^enteen wounded in the encounter. 
The gallantry of a French passenger, M. No<lin, formerly a 
midshipman in the French navy, was most conspicuous. The 
young man stood by the helm, which he attended to, wliile 
armed with a niu.sket and pike he defended the stern and 
quarter of the packet from the boai-ders, and continued his 
labours for an diour and a quarter, despatching in that time 
a great many men. The House of Assembly of Jamaica 
voted 500 guineas to the packet’s crew. 



37S, 


BATTLES OF 


17M. 

Ok tlie 1 Itli of January, unaware of the evacuation of Tou-^ 
Ion, the 32 -gun frigate Juno, Captain Samuel Hood, ariived 
at that port from Malta, with 150 supernumeraries for the 
garrison. The Juno arrived abreast of the harbour at l Oh. 
P.M., and anxious to get in, Captain Hood, although he had 
no phot on board, nor any one acquainted with the dangers, 
determined to find his way in, if possible. As tlio frigate 
entered the outer road, the officer of tlie watch with night- 
glasses looked in vain for the British fleet ; and Captain 
Hood concluded that, from the strong easterly winds wIucIl 
had prevailed, the fleet had gone for slielf^er to the inner 
harbour. The Juno accordingly proceeded under topsails, 
and entered the inner harbour, where seeing several ships at 
anchor, Oaj>tain Hood concluded he was close to the British 
fleet. Finding the Juno could not weather a brig that lay 
ofl' Pointe Grande Tour, the driver and foresail •were set in 
order to enable her to tack under the brig’s stern. As the 
Juno neared the brig, the latter hailed, buf/ no one on board 
the Juno could understand the precise meaning of the hailj 
Captain Hood, however, deeming it to be simply an inquiry 
respecting their name, aiisw^ered, and told them the name 
and nation of the frigate. ‘^Yiva!” was the answer from 
the brig; and after seemingly not understanding several 
questions put to them in French and English, the Juno, as 
she passed under tlieir stern, was hailed to ‘Guff.” The 
dread of shoal wster caused the Juno’s helm to be instantly 
put down; but the ship grounded before she camo head to 
wind. As the wind was light, and the water perfectly 
smooth, the sjiiis were clewed up and handed. Just then a 
boat ^vas seen to pull from the brig towards the town, for 
what purpose w^as not suspected. Before the men who were 
aloft furling the sails had quitted the yards, a sudden flaw of 
wind drove the ship’s head off the bank, and the Juno’s 
anchor was let go, when the ship swang head to wind; but 
her heel was still on the shoal, and the mdder immovable. 
The launch was then hoisted out, and the keclge-anchor put 
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into lier, mill liawsers, to warp the ship off. Before this 
ser\dce was completed, a boat appeared in siglit, and on being 
hailed, answered, aye, aye ! as if she contained an officer. 
The boat pnlled alongside, and the crew hurried ug the ship\s 
side, when one of two rxirsons, appai-ently officers, addressed 
Captain Hood, and said^ he came to infx>rm him that it was 
the regulation of the fiort, and the commanding officers 
orders, that the ship should go to another part of the har- 
bour to peHbnn ten days’ quarantine. Captain Hood de- 
manded where Lord Hood’s ship w'as, when an unsatisfactory 
answer excited some suspicion ; and the remark of one of 
the midslvipmen, " they are national cockades,” induced 
Captain Hood to look at their hats more steadfastly, wdien 
by the light of the moon the three colours were distinctly 
visible. To a second question relative to Lord Hood, one of 
the officers finding tliey were now suspeet(Ki, replied in 
French, Make yourself easy, the English are good people ; 
we will treat them kindly ; the English admiral has departed 
some time.” 

Captain Hood’s feelings may be easily imagined ; and the 
words, we are prisoners,” ran through the ship like wildfire. 
The officers assembled aft to ascertain the tinth of the 
report, and at this moment a flaw of Avind coming down to 
the harbour, Lieutenant William H. Webky, third of the 
ship, said, I l)elieve, sir, we shall be able to fetch out if we 
can get her under sail.” The attempt to escape was imme- 
diately decided upon ; the crew were ordered to their sta- 
tions, and the Frencli gentlemen below. Some of the 
latter began to draw their sabres, but the lialf-])ikcs of the 
marines compelled them to submit quietly. In about three 
minutes every sail was set, and the yards braced up for 
cjistiiig ; wlien tlie ca ble was cut, the J uno’s head paid off, 
and the sails being filled, the ship star ted from the shore. A 
freshening breeze of wind gave her, at the same time, addi- 
tional way through tlie water, and, provided she was not 
disabled by the foits, the Juno had every prospect of 
escaping. The launch and the French boat were cut adrift. 
Ho sooner had the Juno began to loose sails, than a stir was 
observable on board the brig, and lights appeared in the bat- 
teries. The brig soon afterwards opened tire, as well as a 
fort on the starboard bow, followed by every fort wliich could 
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point a gun. It was at one time feared that a tack would 
be necessary ; but the wind favouring a few points, the 
Juno, at about 12h. 30m. a.m., was clear of danger, without 
having lof|t a man. The frigate sustained much damage in 
sails and ngging, and tM"o 36-pound shot struck her hull ; but 
slie returned the tire occasionally with apparent ellect. The 
escape of a ship from an enemy’s poi-t filled with armed 
vessels, and fianked by guns in every direction, affords a proof 
of what may be done by perseverance and skill. 

Alter q\iitting Toulon, Loixi Hood departed for Corsica to 
co-operate with Ceneral Paoli, in the attempt to expel the 
French from that island. On the 7th of February, Commo- 
dore liinzee’s squadron,^ with several transports containing 
trooi>s, anchored in Mortella Bay, and the same evening the 
troops, to the numl)er of 1,400, landed, and took possession 
of a height which overlooked the tower called Moi*tella, from 
which the point took its jjaine. The FoitJtude and Juno 
anchored on the 8th in the best position for battering, and 
for near three hours kept up a continuous fire witliont pro- 
ducing any visible effect. But the fire from the tower had been 
very destructive to the Foitiitude, which had received many 
shot in her hull (dismotmting three, of her low^er-deck guns), 
and several hot shot, Mdjieh set tlie ship on fire, so that great 
exertion was necessary to extinguish it by cutting them 
out of the ship’s sides. The Fortitude had six men killed 
and fifly-six wounded, but the Juno was only sliglitly 
darnaged. The attack from the Inughts was more successful, 
for by the use of hot shot, they set on fire the bass junk, 
which lined the jiarapet of the tower, and the garrison sur- 
rendered, two being mortally wounded. The tower, which 
was garrisoned with tliirty-threo men only, mounted one 6 
and two 18-pounders, 

The next object of attack was the Convention redoubt, 
nvounted with twenty-one pieces of heavy ordnance, and con- 
sitlered as the key to San Fioronzo. By the most surpnsing 
exertions on. the part of the officers and seamen of the 
s(][uadron, several 18-pounders were dragged to an acclivity 
700 feet above the level of the sea. This rocky elevation, 


* See p, 372, antet 
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owing to its being nearly perpendicular at its summit, was 
deemed inaccessible ; but the sailors siir mounted every 
obstacle, and cont lived to jdant the guns upon it. The 
paths along wdiich the men crept would often admit of only 
one at a time, and on the right was a descent of many himr 
dred feet, down which one false step would luive precij>itated 
them, while on the left were beetling rocks, wliich occasion- 
ally served as fixed points to which to attach tlie tackle- 
blocks, From the guns so posted, a continual cannonading 
was kept up during the 16tli and 17th of February, when 
the works of the redoubt were stormed and carried. Fart of 
the ganison were made prisoners, but the greater poriion 
escaped. The 38-gun frigate Minerve, which the French 
liad sunk, was raised, and added to the British navy under 
the name of San Fiorenzo. 

Lord Hood having failed in bringing Majoi-General 
Dundas, the cornmandei* of the land forces, to his opinion as 
to the practicability of reducing Bastia, with the means at 
their disposal, departed from San Fiorenzo on the 2nd of 
April, to execute that service with the seamen and marines, 
and such of the land forces mider Lieutenant-Colonel Vilcttes 
as liad been ordered to do the duty of marines on bom'd the 
fleet. The command of the seamen employed on shore was 
committed to Captain Horatio Nelson , of the Agamemnon, 
who throughout this harassing service evinced that untiring 
<3nergy and zeal wliich characterized all his actions, and 
eventually made him the idol of the British navy. The 
Proselyte, an old 2S-gun fiigate, brought from Toulon, was 
fitted up for a floating battery, and the command given to 
Coniniander Walter Serocold. On the 11 th of April, the 
signal was made, upon which this ship, as w'ell as the bat- 
teries on shore, opened upon Bastia. The Proselyte, how- 
ever, was found unfit for the service, and her cables being* 
cut by shot, slie swang round, and became exposed to a tre- 
mendous fire of hot shot, which in the course of a sliort time 
set the ship on fire. The boats from the fleet took out the 
part of her crew, with the captain, but the Prosely to 
was totally destroyed. After a continued siege of thirty- 
seven days, a negotiation was opened, and the garrison 
capitulated on honourable terms. Tiie possession of Bastia 
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was acquired with the loss to the besiegers of Lieut. Carr6 
Tnpper^ and six searnen killed, and Lieut. George Andrews, 
of the Agamemnon, and twelve seamen wounded. The loss' 
to the ai'iny was seven private soldiers killed, and two cap- 
tains and nineteen private soldiers wounded. The principal 
naval officers as.sociated with Nelson in this exploit were 
Captains Anthony Hunt, Joseph Biillen, and Walter Sero- 
cold ; and Lieutenants John Gore, Henry Hotham (acting), 
John Styles, George Andrews, and Chailes Brisbane, 

This success was followed by the taking of Calvi, in the 
month of August, by forces, principally under the orders of 
Captain Nelson, after which the whole island was reduced, 
and the French for the time extirpated. The loss at the 
reduction of Calvi, on the part of the navy, ivas Captain 
Serocold, one midshipinan, and five seamen killed, and Cajv 
tain Nelson (with the loss of the sight of the right eye) and 
six seamen wounded. Among the vessels found m the port 
were the 40-gun frigate Melpomene, and 32-gun frigate 
Mignonne ; the former of which for many years grace<l the 
list of the British navy, but the latter w^as afterwards bxiiTit 
at the evacuation as unserviceable. 

On the 23 rd of April, at 4h. a.m ., G ueiniscy bearing north- 
east, distant seven leagues, the wind south-south-west, a 
squadron, consisting of the following 


Guns. Frig-ates. 

38 Arethusa .... Captain Sir Edward Pellew 

Flora Commodore Sir J. B. WaiTeii, Bart. 

g MeL'iinpus . . Captain Thomas Wells 

Concorde .... ,, 8ir Kichard Straclian 

Nympho .... ,, George Murray 


being on the starboard tack, discovei'ed four sail ahead on 
the larboard tack, which proved to l»c the undermentioned 
"French squadron 


Guns. 

36 


Frijcates. 

Engageante 


Guns. Frig-ates. 
44 Iknnone 
20 Babet 


* This gallant young officer, a lieutenant of the Victory, who had 
greatly distinguished himself at Toulon, was. killed in the Victory's 
pinnace, in a volunteer attempt to obtain information ju} to the state of 
the enemy’s garrison. His body was taken on board the ship, but after- 
wards buj*ied under the walls of Bastia. 
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The French squadron foi-med in line ahead (the Engage- 
ante leading), crossed the bows of the British squadron, and 
the Flora, the headmost sliip of the Bntish, on reaching the 
enemy’s wake, tacked, followed by the Arethusa, Melampus, 
and Concorde in succession ; but the iN'ymphe was too far 
astern to tack with the rest of the squadron. The wind 
shifting to south, soon after the British ships tiicked, enabled 
them to weather the enemy, and q^t 61i. 30m. the Flora, 
being then abreast of the rearmost French ship, opened fire. 
Bhe however pushed on, engaging in succession the Bal:>et, 
Bomone, and Besolue. At 7h. 30iu., having her iindniop- 
mast shot away, and being much crippled aloft, the Flora 
dropped astern ; but her place was soon s\ipplied by the 
Arethusa. The Engageante and Eesolue then set every sail 
they could crowd, ^and endeavoured to make oil* leaving t}).e 
Pomone and Babet to their fate. At 81 ). 30m. the latter, 
having lost her foretop-mast, surrendered. The Ponione, 
having now to su.stain the united fire of the Arethusa and 
Melampus, in a short time lost her main and iriizen-masts, 
and being defenceless, at 9h. 30m. hauled down her colours, 
and was taken possession of by a boat from the Arethusa. 
The Concorde and Melampus meanwhile made sail after the 
Engageante and 116solue, and brought the foi*mer to action 
at a little past noon. The Il6solue gallantly bore down to 
suppoit her consort, and, liavi ng taken a position across tluj 
Concorde’s bows, <iid great damage to liei* riggiiig and .sitiLs. 
Sir Bichard Strachan having at length brought the Engage- 
ante to elo>se action, that ship, at Ih, 40m. r.M., after a brave 
defence, struck her colours. The Besoluo escaped into Moi‘- 
laix. The British loss as follows : — Flora, one killed and 
three wounded ; Arethusa, three killed and five w^ounded ; 
Melampus, master and four men killed, and a lieutenant of 
marines and four men w^ouiided ; Concorde, ori<^ killed and 
twelve wounded. The Pomone had* nearly 100 killed and 
wounded ; and the Babet and Engageante sutrered in propor- 
tion. The Pomone, a 24-poiinder frigate, of 1,239 tons, was 
the ^nest frigate afloat, and was added to the Biitish navy 
under the same name. 

On the 0th of May, on the East-India station, the 32-gun 
frigate Orjiheus, Captain Henry Newcome, captured, after a 
shoH action, in which she had one midsliipman killed, and 
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one laate and eiglit nifiii wounded, tlie Frencli 34-guii sliip 
I>iiguay Trouiii (late Princess Royal Indiainan). The Cen- 
turion and Resistance, Captains Samuel Osborn and Edward 
Pakenhain, were in comj^any with the Orpliens, but too faiv 
astern to participate in the action. The Duguay Trouin had 
twenty-one killed and sixty wounded. 

On the lOth of May, the 74-gun ship Swiftsure, and 64-gun 
ship St. Albans, Captains Charles Boyles and James Yashon, 
conducting a convoy from Cork, came in sight of two frigates. 
Both ships made sail in chase ; but the Swiftsure, outsailing 
the St. Albans, continued tlie pursuit of one frigate until the 
7th, wlien having overtaken her, she strack, after a spirited 
resistance. The j)rize was the French 36rgun frigate Atalante, 
Captain A. L. I). Linois. Out of 27 4 men, ten were killed 
and thirty-two wounded^ The St. Albany lost sight of the 
other frigate in the night. The Atalante w'as added to the 
Britisli navy under the name of Espion. Ori the 8th, at 
lOb. A.M., the Swiftsure, with her pme, narrowly escaped 
capture by three sail of the line. 

On t}i(3 2nd of May, the ^Newfoundland and Y^est-lndia 
convoy, with the fleet under Lord Howe, numbering 148 
sail, of which forty-nine were ships of war, and thiriy-four of 
the line, weighed from St. Helen’S, On the 4th, when ofl‘ 
the Lizard, the convoys were ordered to pai^ company, and 
Rear-Admiral George Montagu, with six 74-gun ships and 
two frigjitcs, was ordered to accompany them as flir as tlie 
latitudfi of Cape FiiiisteiTe — Captain Rainier, in the Suflblk, 
74, one 64-giin ship, and live frigates, protecting them during 
th{3 remainder of their voyage. Tiio Channel fleet, consisting 
of the following twenty-six sail of the line, amved oft' Ushant 
on the oth : — 

Onus. Ships. 

/ 

Queen Charlotte , . 

100 I Sovereign. . 

lioyal George , , . . 

Barfleur 

Impregnable 



1 Admiral llich. Earl IIowo (union) 

< 1st Captain Sir linger Curtis 
( Captain Sir And. S. Douglas 
j Admiral Thomas Graves (blue) 

( Captain Henry Nieholls 
i Admiral Sir A. Hood, K.B. (blue) 

I Captain William Domett * 

\ Hear- Admiral Geo. Bowyer (white) 

I Captain Cuthbert Collingwood 
( Hear- Admiral B. Caldwell (white) 

( Captain Geo. Blagd^m Westcott 
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gg Queen 

Glory 

74 Bellerophon .... 

80 (Gibraltar. 

( Caosar 

f Montagu . . 

Treineiidoua .... 

Valiant 

Kainillies , 

Auclacioua 

Brunswick 

Alfred 

j Defence 

* ’ Leviathan 

Majestic 

Invincible 

Orion 

Iliasaell 

Marlborough .... 

Tliunderer 

LCulloden 


i Bear-Admii’al Alan Gardner (white) 

[ Captain John Hutt 

John Elphinstone 

t Rear- Admiral Thomas Pasley (white) 
Captain William Hope 
,, Tliomas Mackenzie 

,, Anthony Jas. Pye Molloy 
,j James Montagu 

,, James Pigott 

„ Tliornas Pringle 

„ Henry Harvey 

„ William Parker 

,, John Harvey 

,, John Bazeley 

,, James Gam bier 

„ Lord Hugh Beymour 

,, Charles Cotton 

,, ‘ Hon. Thomas Pakenham 

„ John Tlxomas Duckworth 

,, John Willett Payne 

„ Hon. George Berkeley 

,, Albemarle Bertie 

,, Isaac Schomberg 


Frigates, ^c. 

«« i Phaeton Captain William Bentinck 

* \ Latona ,, Edw. Tliorn borough 

( Niger , ,, Hon. A. Kaye Legge 

rto ) Southampton .... ,, Hon. Robert Forbes 

' 1 Venus ,, William Brown 

( Aquilon „ Hon. Robt. Stopford 

28 Pegasus - . . ,, Robert Barlow 

H.S. Charon „ George Countess 

Comet and Incendiary, Commanders WTlliam Bradley and John Cook. 
Cutt rs — Riittler and Ranger, Lieutenants John Winne and Charles 
Cotfri-ave. 


Tlie Oidoii, with the Phaeton and Latona, having recon- 
noitred tlie French fleet in Brest, Lord Howe departed on a 
cruise in the Bay of Biscay. He returned to Brest on the 
19th, and discovered that the French fleet had sailed. The 
fleet, consisting of twenty-five Siiil of the line and fifteen 
frigates and corvettes, had sailed from Brest on the IGtli, a rid 
on the 17 til, during a very dense fog, were so near the 
Britis|i as their fog-signals of drums and bells. The 

Patriote, one of Admiral Nielly’s squadron, who had shortly 
before captured the British 32-gun frigate Castor, Cajdaiu 
Thomas Trouhridge, writh part of a convoy from Newfound- 
land, joined the French fleet on the 19th, and on the 20th, 
VOL. L 2 c 
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the I-isbon convoy of fifty-three sail, mostly Dutch, also fell 
into the hands of the French. 

On the 28tli of May, after cruising in every direction, 
anxiously looking for the French fioet, at 6h. 30in, A.M., 
lat. 47® 34' IST., long. 13® 39' W., the wind fresh at south- 
by- west, mth a heavy sea, it was seen to windward by the 
British look-out frigates. The Bellerojihon and three other 
line-of-l)attle ships, were ordered to reconnoitre, and at 
9h. A.M. the enemy’s fleet having wore, vras obseiwed running 
down towards the British, wdth to]i)-gallant sails set. The 
French fleet was then found to consist of twenty-six sail of 
tlie line and five frigates. Having approached within nine 
miles, the enemy hauled to the wind on the larboard tack, 
and hove to ; a three-decker was then observed passing along 
the line as if to speak each sliip, after which the whole 
forTncd in lin<^ ahead. At lOh. 30m. the Britisli wore in 
succession, and came to the wind on the same tack as the 
enemy, and continued under a heavy press of sail endeavour- 
ing to close. At 111. p.M. the French fleet filled and tacked, 
upon which LoT*d Howe, seehig that the enemy was declining 
the engagement, made the signal for a general chase, and to 
engage the enemy as the ships got tip. 

At 2li. 30m. p.M. the Ptussell, being the headmost British 
ship, fired at the rearmost ship of the enemy, and at Oh. the 
Belle L’ophoiv, liaving tacked befoi'e getting into the enemy’s 
wake, reached the lee beam of the 120-giin ship B6volu- 
tioiinaire, and gallantly opened uj^on her. For more tliaii an 
liour tlic Bellerophon maintained the unequal contest ; when, 
being disabled, she bore up to rejoin her fleet. The Russell 
and Marlborough also closed the Rcvoliitionnair€^ and the 
latter, liaving lost her mizenmast, and being otljerwisc much 
crippled, bore up out of the line. The French three-decker 
was, however, intercejited by tlie Leviathan, and closely and 
gallantly engaged by the Russell and Audacious, which latter 
sliips bfjre up, and taking a position u])oii her lee quarter, 
poured in a destructive fire. The Russell being recalled by 
signal, the Audacious, single-handed, continued the engage- 
ment, and the action became most animated. The sails and 
rigging of the Audacious being much damaged, it was witli 
dillixMilty she could keep clear of her huge opponent, which, 
by tliis time was almost unmanageable. At lOh. p.m. tlie Revo- 
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lutioimaire having lost, besides her mizentnast, her main 
and maintop-saihyards, fell athwart the/ bows of the Auda- 
cious ; but the latter having extricated herself, the French 
ship fell off before the wind, and under her fore-topsail 
directed her course to leeward. Tlie crew^ of the Audacious, 
and also of the Kussell, declare that the Kevolutionnaire 
stiTick ; but whether this was the fact, or not, the French 
ship was clearly in a beaten and defenceless state, and had 
only returned three shot to the last broadside of the Auda^ 
cions, 'jhe Kcvolutiormaire’s loss amounted to near 400 
men. The Audacious vras so crippled, that she could with 
difliciilty wear cleai* of the French fleet ; she, liowevtr, after 
being engaged by a fngate and corvette, made her w\ay to 
Plymouth. Tins ship, notwithstanding her gallant and close 
action, had only six men killed, and sixteen (including George 
Morris, midshipman, who lost a leg) wounded. The Revo- 
iutionnaire subsequently lost her masts, and with much 
dilliculty reached Rochefort in tow of the Audacieux. 

Both fleets carried a press of sail during the night, in a 
parallel course, every British ship showing a light. At day- 
light, on the 29th, the enemy was about six miles on the 
weathei* bow. The wind, was fresh from Ksouth-by-west, with 
a hea^y head sea. At 7h. a.m. the detached ships having 
rejoined, the wdiolo formed thus : — Caesar, Queen, Russell, 
A^aJiant, Royal George, Invincible, Orion, Majestic, Leviathan, 
<(iueen Charlotte, Beilerophon (remainder uncertain) ; and 
Lord Howe, wi til the desire to make some impression on the 
emuny/s roar, ordcr cHl the fleet to tack in succession. AYhen 
on tlie larl)oard tack, the signal wms made to pass tlirough 
the enemy’s line ; and as the British neared the French 
rear, on the opposite tack, the latter commenced firing. In 
a few ini;uites Lord Howe displayed the union at the main, 
and all the ships hoisted their colours. The Cses^u’ and 
Queen opened their fire, hut at 8h. a.m. the French van wore 
in succession, and mn down to leeward of their line to 
support their rear, and after passing their rear ship, hauletl 
close the wdnd on the same tack as the Bi'itish. At 9h., 
both fleets being on the larboard tack, — the French some dis- 
tance to windward, the latter edged away a few })oints, and 
at lOh. opened hre on the British van. At 12h. 30 rn. the 
signal was made to tack in succession, upon wdnch the Cfesar, 

2c2 
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the leading ship, making the agnal of inability, wore, and 
ran down past the Majestic, the eighth ship in her own liiie, 
before hauling up on the starboard tack. At Ih. VM. the 
Terrible, being the third French ship from the rear, pitched 
away her fore-topmast, and at that time the Queen, the van 
slii}) of the British, wore, and passing under the stem of her 
second astenx, luffed up, so as to fire distantly on the thii'd 
ship of the enemy’s van. She then passed along their line,, 
and having reached the centre, became warmly engaged, and 
continued so until she had passed to their rear ship. The 
signal to cut through the enemy’s line was still flying, but 
the Queen having sustained much damage, made the signal 
of inability. 

Lord Howe observing that the Queen was suffering 
severely, and that the French ships, which carried their 
mainsails and single-reefed topsails, would reach so far ahead 
as to defeat his intention of passing through their line, 
resolved to set the example ; and at Ih. 30m. r.M. the Queen 
Charlotte, under double-reefed topsails, courses, jib, and 
main-topmast staysail, tacked, and bracing sharp up, passed 
under the lee of the Orion, still on the larboard tack, and 
astern and to windward of the Cipsar. Stretching on gal- 
lantly, and receiving the fire of the French line, tlie Queen 
Charlotte arrived, abreast of the Eole, the sixth ship 
from their rear, tind luffing close round that ship’s stern, 
poured a broadside into her. The Bellerophon and Leviathan 
cjiiickly tacked after their chief, the Bellerophon passing 
ahead of the Terrible, and the Leviathan under the stern of 
the same ship, The Queen Charlotte having gone through 
the line, shortly afterwards tacked, and hoisted the signal for 
a general chase, leaving the Tyrannicide and ludoiuptable, 
the two sternrnost and most disabled French sliips, to be en- 
gaged by bis rear. These were attended to l>y the Orion and 
13arfleur, which ships closed and maintained a spirited fire 
on them. The Tyrannicide and Indomptable were rescued 
by the French admiral, who gallantly wore out of the line, 
and led his fleet with the wind, on the starboard quar^ifjr, to 
their rescue. Lord Howe having only the Leviathan and 
Bellerophon with him, and they being both crippled, could 
not prevent the success of this skilful man(3euvre. This we 
have endeavoured to illustrate by a diagram. 
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The Queen Charlotte then wore, and at 4h,, calling the 
ships round her, ran down to cover the Queen and Royal 
George, on which the French admiral appeared to have some 
design. Both vans were again engaged, and the Glory pass- 
ing within pistol-shot of three ships in succession, knocked 
away a topmast from two of them. At 5h. the fire ceased, 
and hoth fleets formed in line on the larboard tack, the 
British being to windward. The damages of the British 
ship^’ were soon repaired, and the utmost expedition having 
been used on board the Queen, that ship, on the Ibllowing 
morifing, wfis reported again ready for service. In tins day’s 
action, the Royal Sovereign had eight men killed and twenty- 
two wounded. The Caesar three killed and nineteen wounded 
Queen, twenty-two killed and twenty-seven wounded, in- 
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eluding Wm. Mitchell, master, killed, and Captain Hntt, who 
lost a leg, and Lieutenants Eobert Lawrie and A; F. Hollis (the 
latter slightl}?^ and not reported), wounded, Boyal George, 
fifteen killed and twenty-three wounded, including Lieutenant 
George Heighhara, and J ohn Hughes, midsiiipman, killed. 
Invincible, ten killed, and William Whithurst, midshipman, 
and twenty wounded. Orion and Bamillies, each three men 
killed. Defence, one killed and four wounded. Majestic, 
one killed and thirteen wounded ; and the Queen Charlotte 
lost her sixth lieutenant, Boger B, Bawlence, and one man 
killed ; making a total of sixty-seven killed and 128 
wounded. 

On the 30th, the fog (which during the night had been 
thick) clearing away, the enemy was seen on the starboard 
tack, bearing south-west, but who, on percehdng the British, 
wore round upon the larboard — the same tack as the British. 
The Invincible, having sprung lier mainmast, quitted the 
line, and was taken in tow by a ftigate. At lOh. A.M. the 
British fleet formed in two columns, and the starboard, fol- 
lowing the Queen Charlotte, bore up towards the enemy ; 
but the fog coming on tliick, Lord Mo we made the signal for 
the fleet to come to the wind again on the larboard tack, and 
to form in close order ; but notwithl^tanding all their caution, 
the ships became much scattered. On the 31st, at 9h, a.m., 
the weather again cleared, and the Britivsh ships regained 
their proper order of sailing. At noon, the French fieet of 
thirty-two sail (twenty-six of the line) was seen bearing 
north, and in a perfect state. At 2h. p.m. Lord Howe again 
bore up, and the enemy also edge<i away and formed the 
line on the larboard tack. At 3h. 30m. the Bntish hauled 
up a little, and formed in lino on the larboard bearing, still 
steering towards tlie French. At 5h, p.m., wlien about five 
miles (Hstaiit, the van and centre were signalled to engage 
respectively those divisions of the enemy ; but Lord Howe 
afterwards considered it adwsable to delay his attack till the 
next day, and at 7h. p.m. the fleet hauled to the wind on the 
larboard tack, the Phaeton and Latona being stationed a mile 
to leeward to watch the enemy’s motions. ^ 

Between the 29 th of May and this day, the Montagnard, 
Indomptable, and Montblanc, q\iitted the French fieet ; and 
the Juste, Trente-un-Mai, Trajan, Sans Fareil, and Temeraire, 
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under Kear-Adinii'Rl Nielly, joined Admiral Yillaret, wliose 
fleet tlius reinforced consisted of the following twenty-six 
ships of the line, as they were formed in the order of battle 
on the 1st of June 

OuTis. ^ Ships. 

i Tnyan 
Sold 
America 
Tem^raire 
110 Terrible 
^ Impctueux 
Mnciua 
Tourville 
74 -1 Gasparin 
Convention 
Trente-un>Mai 
tT3rrannicifle 
80 Jtiate 

The English fleet continued, during the night, to stand to 
t^o westward. At daybreak on the 1st of June, in lat. 
47*^ 48' K., long. 18" 30' W., the wind moderate from south- 
by-west, the French were seen about six miles on tlie 
lee bow, foiTned in line of battle, on the starboard tack. 
At 01i. A.M,, by signal, tlfe British bore up together, steering 
noith-west, and at 6h, 15m. north, until about 7h,, when 
they hauled to the wind on the larboard taok, in order that 
the people might breakfast. 

At 7}i. 16m. Lord Howe made the signal that he intended 
to attack the enemy’s centre, and engage to leeward. Tiie 
fleet , at this time, were about four miles apai*t, and liove to. 
At 8h, 12in. the British fleet filled and bore up, and Loi*d 
Howe made the signal for each ship to steer for; and engage 
her proper opponent. After some interchanges, the British 
were thus formed in line abreast, beginning from to wind- 
ward : — Cajsar, Belleroplion, Leviathan, Bussell, Boyal Sove- 
reign, Marlborough, Defence, Impregnable, Tremendous, 
Barfleur, Invincible, Culloden, Gibraltar, Queen Charlotte, 
Brunswick, Valiant, Orion, Queen, Bamillies, Alfred, Mon- 
tagulj Boy^al George, Majestic, Glory, Thunderer. 

Both fleets were under single-reefed topsails ; tlie Frt^nch 
backing and filling to preserve their stations in their line, 
wliich extended about east and west. The British fleet, in 


Guns, Ships, 

120 Montagne (flag) 
80 Jacobin 
” Achille 
Vengeur 
Fatriote 

_ Northumberland 
* * Entreprenaixt 
Jeinappes 
Neptune 
^ Pelletier 
110 Republicain 
or, ( Bans Pareil 
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running down, steered about north-nortb-west, with the 
wind Iresh at south-by-west, going about five knots iin hour. 
At 8h. 30m. the preparative was hauled down, and signal to 
engage kept fijdng, upon which Lord Howe shut his signal- 
book, as the matter was so clear that it was impossible for 
any captain to mistake his duty. At 9h. the enemy’s van 
opened fire upon the Defence, which ship was rather in 
advance of the line. 

At 9h. 30m. the Queen Charlotte, setting a noble example, 
steei'ed for the Montague, 120, and was fixed at by the 
Vengeur, the third shi]) astern ; but instead of retuining it, 
the British admiral ordered the top-gallant sails and foresail 
to be set, which soon carried him abreast of the Achille. 
After receiving and returning that ship’s broadside, Lord 
Howe directed his course for the larboard quarter of the 
Montague. It was a critical moment ; and ordeiing the 
Charlotte’s helm to he put hard aport, that sliip passed so 
close under the Montague’s stern, that the French ensign 
brushed her lower rigging. A ti’emendous broadside was 
poured into the Montagne’s stern ; but just at this time the 
Jacobin, the Montagne’s next astern, was seen stretching 
ahead, and occupying the position abreast of the Montagne, 
which Howe was himself desirous" of taking. Wlaile Lord 
Howe was expressing his regret to the mastei*, Mr. Bowen, 
that quick-sighted seaman observed by the movement of the 
J acobijx’s rudder that she was in the act of hearing up, and 
instantly ordering the helm hard a-starboard, the Charlotte 
passed the Jacobin on the weather quarter, but so closely, 
that her jib-boom grazed the lai'boarcl mizen-shrouds of the 
French ship. As the Jacobin bore up, she received the 
Queen Charlotte’s starboard broadside in her larboard quarter. 
In return, the J acobin shot avray the Charlotte’s fore-topmast. 
The Admiral then endeavoured to luff alongside of the Mon- 
tagne, but the loss of the foi'e-topmast prevented it ; and 
thus disappointed of liis object, the Charlotte could only keep 
up a cannonade upon the Montagne’s starboai'd quarter, 
whicli, however, proved most destructive, killing and w^ound- 
ing nearly 300 men. After having sustained this fire for some 
considerable time without returning a shot, the Montague 
hauled aft her jib-sheet, and crossing the Charlotte’s bows. 
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quitted the line.* -Observing that the Jacobin and several 
other ships were following the Montagne^s example, Lord 
Howe made the signal for a general chase. At this time the 
Juste was on the larboard bow of the Queen Charlotte, and 
the Jacobin on her starboard quarter. The Juste, being also 
distantly engaged by the Invincible, lost her foremast, which 
was soon followed by the fall of her main and mizeii-masta. 
At about the same time the Charlotte’s main-topmast fell 
over the side. The Juste, then lying abreast, and to wind- 
ward of the British admiral, with a French jack at her 
bowsprit end, set her sprit-sail, and wearing round, passed 
under the stern of, and raked the Charlotte. The Repiiblicain, 
120, was now seen on the weather quaHer, engaged by the 
Gibraltar; and very shortly afterwards the R^publicain’s 
main and mizen-masts went by the board ; the latter then 
bore tip, and passed astern of the Charlotte without firing. 
On quitting the Charlotte, the Montague and Jacobin set 
their top-gallant sails, and stood towards their own van, 
which bavin g reached, the Montagne wore, and, followed by 
eleven ships, directed their course towards the Queen, then 
lying in a disabled state not far from the Charlotte. Lord 
Howe, perceiving her dange?', directed such ships as were 
near to close and form in line for her protection, and having 
with diificulty wore round on the starboard tack, tive Queen 
Chaiiotte, followed by several ships, stood towards their 
disabled consort. The French admiral, on seeing this, pro- 
ceeded to the aid of five of his crippled ships to the eastward. 

Taking the ships as they were placed in the line of 
battle, the fallowing is a short statement of their proceed- 
ings. 

The Ceesar hove to about 500 yards to windward of the 
French line. On being directed by signal fr'orn the Bellero- 
phon, Captain Molloy endeavoured to bear up ; but a shot 
having disabled the Csesar’s tiller, that ship did not bear up 
nor engage with any decided effect. None of her sj)ars were 

* This silence may be thus accounted for. French ships were not in 
the h?lbit of clearing for action except on the side likely to be engaged, 
and believing the British admiral would bring to to windward, as bad 
been usual in fleets, the Montagne’s starboard guns were not cleared 
away. 
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shot away, but her masts and yards were wounded. Sixty- 
four shot lodged in her starboard side, and seven guns were 
disabled ; she had fourteen men killed, and twenty-three, 
including Lieutenant Edward B. Dickson, wounded. ^ 

The Bellerophon did not open fire until upon the weather 
quarter of the Eole, within musket-shot ; and, owing to the 
Caiisar’s not closing, she had to sustain the fire of the three 
headmost ships of the enemy. At lOh. 5 Oni. Ilear- Admiral 
Palsey lost his leg, and was taken below. At llh, 4-5in. tbe 
Eole and the leading ship, setting top-gallant sails, w^ore 
round, and alter firing their starboard broadsides at the 
Bellerophon, stood away to the eastward. The Bellerophon 
attempted to wear, but her fore and main-topmasts fell over 
the side ; and at noon, having sufiTered considerably, Captain 
Hope called the Latona to her assistance. The frigate gal- 
lantly complied, receiving the fire of the two ships in passing, 
which she retnrned with some effect. The Bellerophon had 
her mainmast badly w'ounded, all her boats and spars on the 
booms, her running, and a gi*eat part of her standing rigging 
cut to pieces ; but liad only tliree soamen and one soldier 
killed, and the rear-admiral, captain of marines, Walter 
Smith, James Chapman, boatswain, and twenty-four seamen 
and soldiers wounded. 

The jjeviatliari, at 8h. 50m., commenced firing on the 
America, and m less than an hour shot away her foremast. 
The Trajan and Jilole, as they passed to leeward of the 
French line, hove to, and opened a galling fire on the IjC'v’ia- 
tliaii’s starboard quarter. The Leviathan and her opponent 
then w^ore round, and the latter becoming the weatiiermost, 
the Amei-ica endeavoured to e.scape ; but her main and mizen- 
masts falling, she lay a mere hulk, wdth a third part of her 
crew killed and wounded. Her colours were flying on the 
stump of the mizen-mast when the Leviathan quitted lier, 
and made sail to close the admiral in obedience to the signal. 
The Leviathan’s fore- topsail-yard was shot away, and all lier 
niast>s wounded. She had ten seamen killed, and Nesbit 
Glen, midshipman, tliirty-one seamen, and one soldier 
wounded. ^ 

The Ilussell, at 8h. SOin., hove to, and engaged the Teme- 
raire to windward. At lOh. her fore-topmast was shot a\vay. 
At llh. the Temeraire, perceiving that the ships in her van 
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had wore, filled, and made sail to leeward, followed throngh 
the line by the Bussell ; but the French ship hauling up to 
starboard, the Bussell, in her disabled state, was unable to 
pursue her, and brought to on the larboard tack, to leeward 
of three French van ships. Beceiving the fire of the Eole 
and Trajan, the Bussell, after filing into the stern of the 
America, joined the line fonuing astern of the Queen Char- 
lotte, and at 2h, 30m. P.M., hauled up, in obedience to the 
signal to stay by prizes. The Bussell had eight seamen 
killed, and twenty-six, including John Stewart and IMontagu 
Kelly, midshipmen, and John Douglas, boatswain, wounded. 

The Boyal Sovereign, at 9h. 23m., opened fire on the 
TetTible^ which was immediately returned. At lOh. Yice- 
Admiral Graves was badly wounded and carried below. At 
1 Oh. 38m. the main and mizen-masfcs of the Sovereign’s 
opponent were shot away, and she bore up, or rather fell off 
before the wind from the loss of her after-sail. In this 
position she was raked several times by the Sovereign ; but 
Captain Nichols, observing the van of the enemy making off, 
ordered the Boyal Sovereign’s courses to be set, and pursued 
the Terrible. The Montague and Jacobin coming to tlie^ 
assistance of the latter, brouglit on an engagement at 
llh. 4t)m. between the Sovereign and Montague ; but the 
latter, in about half an hour, bore away, and the Sovereign, 
after following her a shoi't distance, hauled u]) in obedience 
to the signal to stay by prizes. Subsequently, she made sail 
after the Americfi, which ship was escaping under her sprit- 
aaii, and took possession of the prize. The Boyal Sovereign 
had William Ivey, midshipman, ten seamen, and three sol- 
diers killed ; and Yice-Adniiral Graves, Captain of marines 
Charles B. M’oney, and Lieutenant of niaiincs Stephen 
Mitchell, and forty-one seamen and soldiers wounded. 

The Marlborough, at 9h., commenced firing upon the 
Impetueux, and ha ving passed under that ship’s, stern, hauled 
upJ>o leeward, and closely engaged her. At 91i. 15m. the 
Impetueux fell on board the Marlborough, hooking her lar- 
board mizen-ngging, and in tliis position a furious cannon- 
ading took place. At lOh. 15m. the Mucius, the next ship 
astern, made sail away from the Defence, and this ship also 
fell on board the Marlborough. Previously to this accession 
of opposing force, the British sliip had lost her mizen-mast ; 
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and just after the Mucins fell foid of her, the fore and main- 
niasts were also shot away. * Still the gallant crew main- 
tained an nadiminished fire, which soon dismasted bofh oppo- 
nents. To add to her already unequal contest, the Montague 
now ranged up, and fired a broadside into the Marlborough’s 
stern, which occasioned much loss, and wounded Captain 
Berkeley (who was obliged to quit the deck) and a midsliip- 
man. Lieutenant John Monkton then took the command, 
and continued to fight the sliip until, being in almcst a 
defenceless state, the Aquilon frigate was called to her 
assistance, H and took her in tow. The Impetueux, whose loss 
amounted to 100 killed and seventy-five severely wounded, 
was taken possession of by the Russell. The Mucius, although 
equally shattered, escaped. The Mailboroiigh had one mid- 
shipman (Abraiiam Nelham), twenty-three seamen, and five 
soldiers killed ; her captain, Lieutenants Michael Seymour 
(lost left arm) and Alexander Rudach ; "William Pardoe 
(master s mate), William FiUgerald, John Linthorne, Richard 
Shortland, Walter Clarges, and David Humphreys, midship- 
men (the two latter mortally), and eighty-two seamen and 
soldiers wounded. 

The Defence, being rather in advance, was the first ship to 
cut throught the enemy’s line, passing between the Mucius 
and the Tourville. She was quickly surrounded, and her 
main and mizen-masts both fell, when her opponents, seeing 
her crippled state, pfissed ahead to the aid of their van ships. 
After the Mucius left her, as before related, the R^publicain 
and other ships approaching to attack her, the Defence, after 
losing her foremast, made the signal for assistance, and the 
Phaeton came down and took her in tow. William Webster, 
master ; John Fitzpatrick, boatswain ; eleven seamen and 
four soldiers were killed; and John Elliot, master’s mate; 
William H. Dillon, midshipman (slightly); Ensign Charles 
Boycot, 2nd regt. ; twenty-five seamen and nine soldiers 

* It 13 confidently affinned in Sir John Barrow*s Life of Lord Howe, 
that a cock, which some of the numerous shot flying alxiut liad released 
fi'om its eppp, in the heat of the action, perched upon the stump of the 
mainmast, and, flapping his wings, crowed proudly. This anecdote was 
for a time subject to some ridicule ; but the testimony of several sur- 
vivors of the Marlborough’s crew goes to prove its authenticity. The 
bird, on the atrival of the ship at Plymouth, was presented to Lord 
(ieorge Lenox, and lived to a good old age. 
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wounded. The Phaeton^ in approaching to take the Defence 
in tow, passed under the stem of the Inip6tueux without 
firing ; but the lattor, contrary to the usage of war, opened 
her larboard guns on the frigate, upon which the Phaeton 
hauled uj) and returned the fire of the seventy-four for ten 
minutes, during which engagement she had three killed and 
five wounded, 

The Impregnable, Tremendous, Barfleur, Invincible, Cul- 
loden, and Gibraltar brought to at some distance to wind- 
ward. These ships were much damaged in sails and rigging. 
The Invincible had four men killed and ten wounded. Im- 
pregnable had her master, David Caird, and six seamen 
killed, and Lieutenant William Buller (mortally), Patterlo, 
boatswain, and tw^enty-two seamen wounded : this ship had 
her three top-gallant-masts and fore-topsail-yard shot away. 
Tremendous had her first lieutenant (Francis Boss) and two 
men killed, and eight wounded. Barfleur, nine killed, and 
Bear-Admiral Bowyer, Lieutenant William Prowse, George 
Fogo, and William Clemons (midshipmen), and twenty-one 
men wounded. Culloden, two seamen killed, and Lieutenant 
Tristram Whitter and four men wounded ; and Gibraltar, 
two killed and twelve wounded. 

Tiie Queen Charlotte’s proceedings have already been 
related ; her main and fore-yard and three topmasts were 
wounded in sevend places, her fore and main-topmasts and 
topsail-yards sliot away, and her sails and rigging much dis- 
abled. One lieutenant of foot (John Neville) and eleven 
seamen were killed, and Captain Sir Andrew Douglas, Mid- 
shipman John Holland, twenty-two seamen, and five soldiers 
wounded. Her principal loss was sustained in running down 
to break the enemy’s line. 

The Brunswick, the next shij) to the admiiul, suffered 
much from the fire directed at the Charlotte, and her cock- 
pit wtiB filled with wounded before she returned a shot. The 
Jacobin having shot ahead, as before mentioned, and the 
AcBille having advanced to fill her place, the Brunswick 
bore up for the opening astern of the Achille, and wa& 
attefiipting to pa.ss between the Achille and Tengeur ; but 
the latter gallantly pushed forward, and closed the interval. 
The Brunswick then, having no alternative, ran the Vengeur 
on board to windward, her anchor hooking the French ship’s 



398 BATTLES OF [^794. 

larboard fore-sli roods and cbannels. Captain Harvey, on 
being asked by the master, Mr. George St\iarfc, if they should 
endeavour to cut her clear, exclaimed, No ; we have got 
her, and V we will keep her.” The ships then swang broad- 
side to broadside, and both paying round oif before the wind, 
dropped out of the line, engaging furiously. So close were 
these ships locked, that the Brunswick was unable to open 
her midship lower-deck ports, which were consequently blown 
off by the eager crew. At 1 Ih. the Achille bore down on 
the Brunswick’s larboard quarter, having her rigging and 
gangways crowded with men, as if intending to board the 
British ship; but the discharge of a double-shotted, welb 
directed l)roadside from the latter, added to the cannonading 
she had previously received from tho Queen Charlotte, 
brought down all three masts, the wreck of which falling 
over the starboard side, rendered her incapable of further 
resistance, and she struck her colours ; tliey were however 
subsequently rehoisted. The Brunswick and Yengeur still 
contmued their furious and destructive fight. Caj)tain Har- 
vey was wounded and knocked down by a splinter ; but he 
still Icept the deck, until having received a severe contusion 
in his light arm, he was obliged to go below. When de- 
scending the ladder, he called to those of ]j.is crew near him, 
and admonished them “ bravely to fight the shi]) for the 
honour of their king and country,” adding, ‘^Bemcmber my 
last words ! tho colours of the Brunsmek shall never be 
struck ! ” The command of the ship devolved on lieutenant 
William Edwai’d Oraciuft, and after remaining tliree hours 
eiitangled, the two ships separated, tearing away the 
Biairiswiek’s sheet and bo wer-anchors. The Ilaniillies coming 
up, eiideavoui'ed to take a position under the Y erigeurs stern, 
but the difficulty of striking one ship and not the other 
obliged Captain Harvey to haul off, after attempting a few 
broadsides. The llamiliies then made stxil after the Achille, 
of which ship slie made a prize. The Yengeur, about Ih. p.m., 
ceased firing, and showed a union-jaeJe .over her quaiter, 
which she afterwards displayed at her cross-jack-yardai^m ; 
but tlie Brunswick had no boat to send to take jiossession. 
At 111. 30m. the Brunswick lo.st her mizen-rnast, and her 
other masts were so badly wounded, that she was unable to 
haul up for the fleet; she therefore steered to the northward^ 
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witli the intention of making the first Britisli port. The 
Brunswick had been three times on fire, twenty-three guns 
disabled, her starboard-quai-ter gallery knocked away, and 
the best bower-anchor, with the starboard cathead towing 
under her bottom. Her loss amounted to Captain of foot 
Alexander Sa,iinders, Thomas Dalton (^master’s mate), and 
James Lucas (midshipman), thirty seamen and eleven soldiers 
killed; and her captain (mortally). Lieutenants Bowland 
Bevan and Charles Wiutour, Henry Hurdis, midsldpman. 
Ensign Harcourt Yernon, ninety-one seamen and nineteen 
marines wounded ; total, forty-five killed, 1 1 3 'wounded. 

Shortly after the Brunswick quitted the Yengeiir, the 
latter’s fore and mainmasts fell, and with her mizeu-mast 
only standing, she lay rolling, her lower-deck ports in the 
water, many of which having been torn otf or shot away by 
the Brunswick, she was soon filled with water ; but, although 
fast sinking, lior colours, which had been rehoisted, were 
kei)t flying. Fortunately for lier, at Oh, 15m. p.m., the 
Alfred, Culloden, and Battler (cutter) approached her, and 
observing her state, humanely sent their boats alongside, ami 
by gi'eat exertions saved aboxit 400 men.^ 

The Valiant hove to at 9h. 30iu. to windw’'ard of the 
Patriot e, but soon afterwwds passed through the line ahead 
of the French ship, and engaged tlie Achille just as the 
Queen Charlotto cpiitted her. At lOli. 5m. the Achille’s 
main and mizen-iiiasts fell over the side, upon winch the 
Valiant pushed on, and brought to to windward of the 
Koyal Sovereign. The Valiant had her main-topsail and 
cross-jack-yards shot away, two men killed and nine 
woundcMi. 

The Orion engaged the Northumberland and also the 
Patriote distantly, both wliich ships bore up at lOh. 30m., 
and tlie masts of the former having been inuch disalded by 
the Queen, fell over the side. The Orion lost her main- 


* .'Among the survivors wore Captain Benaiiclin aiui his hod, a boy 
twelve years of age. '.riiese were accidentally taken off ly two boats 
belonging to different ships, and each, until they met again at Ports- 
moutn, believed the other to have perishcid. The bmve — for he liad 
proved hiriiseif so — captain’s feelings, on meeting his son, whose sup- 
posed loss he had wept., can be better imagined than described ; nor 
could the joy of the son have been less to find himself still in posaession 
of so noble a parent. 
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topmast, which carried with it the maintop and topsail-yard. 
She then hauled up in support of the Queen Chaiiotte. She 
had two killed and twenty-four wounded. 

The Queen sujTered much while running down into action, 
and in endeavouring to get alongside the Northumberland, 
which having set her courses was fast shooting aljead. Un- 
able to close the NoHhumberland, the Queen steered for the 
Jemapx)es, which ship also made sail and bore up | but the 
Queen followed the J emaj^pes, keeping close upon her star- 
board quarter. At lOh. 45m. the Jemappes lost her mizen- 
mast, and at llh. a.m. the mainmast of the Queen fell, 
springing the mizen-mast, and crushing the fore part of the 
poop and larboard bulwarks of the quarter-deck. The 
Jemappes’ fore and mainmast soon afterwards came do^vn ; 
and her crew, having been driven from their guns, came on 
deck and weaved their hats in token of submission. But the 
Queen was so disabled that, after an hour’s hai‘d work in 
repairing damages, slie could only then be got round with her 
head towards her own fleet. At 12h. 30m, p.m. twelve sail 
were seen through the smoke standing towards her, but their 
designs were frustrated, as we have seen, by the Queen Char- 
lotte. The Montagne and her second did not Are, but the 
remaining ships, the last of which was the Teriible, with 
only her foremast standing, fired upon the Queen in passing. 
The latter French ship was in tow of three frigates, tw*o of 
which having cast her ofl^ also hauled to the wind to engage 
the Queen, but soon bore away again, taking the dismasted 
Jemappes with them. The Queen had fourteen men killed, 
and Lieutenant Bichard Dawes, Acting Lieutenant George 
Crymes, Francis W. Kinneer (midshipman), and thii’ty-seven 
men wounded. The proceedings of the next five ships 
aflbrd little room for remark. 

The Rami Hies, previously to her attack upon the Vengeur 
and taking the Achille, engaged the Pelletier. The Mon- 
tagu’s loss in the action amounted to Captain Montagu and 
three men killed, and thirteen, including the Honourable 
John A. Bennett and Thomas Muir, midshipmen, wounded. 
The Alfred had eight men wounded only ; and the Majestic 
two killed and five wounded. 

The Royal George, at 9h. 38m. A.M., opened fire on the 
Sans-Pareil and Republicain, and passed through the line 
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between those ships, engaging both in gallant style. Her 
loss in the action amounted to five kill<xl, and Lieutenant 
Thomas Ireland, John Bamborough, master, Thomas Boys 
and Thomas Pierce, midshipmen, and forty "five seamen and 
marines wounded. 

The Glory w£us a very slow-sailing ship, but at length got 
into action, and, passing under the stern of the Siipion, 
hauh^d up and closely engaged her to leewiird. In a little 
time she knocked away the Scipion’s three masts, herself 
losing her fore-topmast and main and mizen top-gcSlaiit 
masts. Then shooting ahead, the Glory became opposed to 
the Sans Pareil, whose fore and mizen-masts had just before 
been shot away by the Boyal George. The Glory and Iloyai 
George then together raked the K6publicain, and compelled 
her to retreat with her masts in a tottering state, so that 
shortly afterwards lier main and mizen masts fell over tlie 
side. The Glory was much crij)pled, and had her master, 
Geox'ge Metcalfe, David Greig, midshipman, and eleven men 
killed, and thirty-nine wounded. The loss of the Sans Pareil. 
from the fire of the Iloyai George and Glory amounted to 
300 in killed and wounded ; but although she surrendered, 
neither of the two Biitislf ships were in a condition to take 
j^ossession of her. 

Notwithstanding the number of ships which surrendered, , 
and that others were in such a dismasted and ciippled state 
that a single broadside from a British ship must have com- 
pelled them to strike, the following were the only trophies of 
the victory of the glorious first of June: — 80-gun ships 
Sans Pareil and Juste, and 74-gun ships America, Impetueux, 
Achillc, and Northumberland. 

The following table shows the number killed and wounded, 
together with the name of the first lieutenant of each 
ship : — 


2 ]> 


VOL. L 



402 


BATTLES OF 


[1794. 


Nome of Shii>. 

28 & 29 May 

1st June. 

r— -•*— — 

■a 

§ 

Hrst, or Senior Surviving 
Lieutenant. 

*6 

<v 

§ 

Wounded. 

•6 

i 

ui 

§ 

o 

is 

1 Queen Charlotte 

% 



12 

29 

43 

Thomas Larcom 

1 Iloyal George . . 

15 

23 

6 

49 

92 

John Draper 

! Kojal Sovereign 

8 

22 

14 

44 

88 

Peter M/Kellar 

Barfleur 

— 

— 

9 

25 

34 

Adrian Reiiou 

Im|i*egiiable .... 

— . 

— 

7 

24 

31 

William Burgess 

Queen 

22 

27 

14 

40 

103 

S{\muel J . Ballard 

Glory 

— 

— 

13 

39 

52 

William Ogilvy 

Gibraltar 

— 

— 

2 

12 

14 

John M.ai*sh 

Caesar 

4 

10 

14 

23 

‘60 

John Whitby 

Bellcrophon .... 

— 

— 

4 

27 

31 

George Burlton 

Montagu 

— 

— 

4 

13 

17 

Boss Donnelly 

Tremendous .... 

— 

— 

3 

8 

11 

Thomas W. Clayton 

Valifint 

— 

. — 

2 

9 

11 

G eorge Bice 

Barnillies 

2 

.. — 

— 

7 

9 

Joseph Kyles 

Audacious*'* .... 

6 

16 

— 

— 

22 

Joseph Bingham 

Brunswick 

— 

— 

45 

113 

158 

William E. Cracraft 

Alfred 

— 

— 

— 

8 

8 

J ohn Chesshyre 

Deferjoe 

1 

3 

17 

37 

57 

John Larkaii 

Leviathan 

— 

— 

10 

33 

43 

B()V)ort Larkan 

Majestic 

1 

13 

2 

5 

21 

Cliapmari Jacobs 

Invincible 

10 

21 

4 

10 

45 

Henry Blackwood 

Orion 

3 

— 

2 

24 

21) 

Boger Mears 

Bussell 

— 

— 

8 

26 

31 

: Henry Vaughan 

Marlborough . ^ . 

— 

— 

29 

90 

119 

John Monkton 

Thuuder(3r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Joseph Larcom , 

Cullodeii 

— 

— 

2 

5 

7 

Edward Botlreram 


74 

144 

222 

700 

1140 



It was tlie 3rd of Juue before Lord Howe was enabled to 
make sail with liis fleet and prizes. Ho then steered to the 
north-east, and on the 13tb anchored at Bpithejid with his 
six prizes. The royal family visited lV>ri:smouth, and his 
majesty, attended by his prime minister, held a levee on board 
the Queen Charlotte at Bpithead, and there presented the 
gallant veteran (then sixty-nine years of age) with a sword 
valued at 3,000 guineas, and also mth a gold chain to bo 


^ This exceeds the admiraVs official statement by five, 
^ Not present on 1st Juno. 
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worn round his neck. The next officer in command of the 
fleet created Lord Gi'aves, and Sir Alexander Hood 
became Viscount Bridport. Bear-Admirals Bowyer, Gard- 
ner, Pasloy, and Curtis were created bai'onets ; and Sir George 
"BoMvjer and Sir Thomas Pasley had each a pension of 1,000 
per anriuin granted for their wounds. The senior lieutenants 
were made commanders, and a vote of thanks to the officers, 
seamen, rnai’ines, and soldiers passed both houses of par- 
liament. Mr. J ames Bowen, the master of the Queen Char- 
lotte, w as rewarded by promotion, and the ca2>tains, to testify 
their admiration of his conduct, appointed him their agent 
for the prizes. 

On the 29th of May, the 28-gtm fiigate Carysfoit, Captain 
Prancis Laforey, fell in with the French (late British) 32-guii 
frigate Castor, Captain L’Hullier. Alter an action of an 
hour and a quarter, the Castor stmek her co]oui*s. Tlie 
Carysfort was but slightly injured, and only had one man 
killed. Tlie Castor had her maintop-gallant-mast shot away, 
mainmast injured, and sixteen men killed and wounded. 
The Castor was restored to her place in the British navy. 
The naval medal is granted for tliis acti on. 

On the 8th of Jiine, at» daybreak, a frigate squadron, con- 
sisting of the Crescent, thiity-six, Caj^tain Sir James Saii- 
marez ; Druid, thirty 4 wo, Captain Joseph Ellison ; and 
Eurydice, twenty-four, Captain Francis Cole, while proceed- 
ing from Plymouth to Guernsey, and being al)Out twelve 
leagues to the northward of that island, fell in with the 
French 50-gun rasea Scevola and Brutus, tw^o 3C-gmn frigates, 
and a brig. Declining to engage a force so superior, Captain 
Saiimarez directed the Eurydice to make the best of her 'way 
to Guernsey, while the Crescent and Dndd kept under easy 
sail, anti distantly engaged the enemy, in order to give the 
Eurydice an opportunity of escaping. Seeing the latter well 
ahead, Sir James Saumai*ez also made sail for Guernsey ; but 
this the Fi‘ench squadi’on en<leavoured to pi‘event, and would 
in all probability have cut off the Druid and Eurydice, had 
not Sir James, by a masterly manoeuvre, defeated their ]>lan. 
The Crescent, hauling her wind, stood close along the Frencli 
line, and thus diverted the attention of the Fi’onch commodore, 
who considered hiinself sure of making the Crescent liis prize. 
But the British captain, to whom, as well as to his pilot, eveiy 

2 D 2 
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inch of that critical navigation was well known, having pre- 
seiw^d the Druid and Eurydice, pushed through a narrow 
passage never entered before by a British man-of-war, and 
I'cached Guernsey in safety. Tliis gallant movement was 
witnessed by hundreds of spectators assembled on the 
island. 

On the 17th of June, the 50-gun shij) Bomney, Captain 
the Hon. William Paget, wliile conducting a convoy from 
Smyrna to Naples, discovered a French frigate under the 
island of Miconi, in the Archipelago. Ilesigning his charge 
to the Inconstant, then in the offing, Captain Paget stood in 
for Miconi, and on ncaiijig the 2 ^^^% .sent a inessago to the 
French ca})tain, recjuiring him to surrender. The demand 
being resisted, the liomney warped into the harbour, exposed 
to the frigate’s fire, and also to tljat of two armed merchant 
vessels, and at Ih. r.M. comreenced action at close ( 2 ^ 114 . 01 * 8 . 
At 2I1. 20m. th(3 French 40-gim frigate Sibylla, commanded 
by Cominodore J. M. Rovuleaii, stnick her coloiu's. The 
Sibylle, out of 380 irum, had forty-six killed and 112 wounded. 
The Ftomney had only 2G4 men on board, and had eight sea- 
men killed, and twenty-eight (tw'o mortally) men woumled. 
The Sibylle, bedng a line new frigal® of 1,091 tons, was added 
to the British navy, Tliis is a naval nu'dal action. 

On the 23rd of A ugust, Commodore Sir J. B. Warren, in 
the Floi'a, thii’ty-six, with a squadron of live frigates, chased 
the French 3G-gun frigat(5 Volontairo, and drove her on sliore 
on tlie Penmarcks, where she was cojn 2 >letely wTOcked. This 
s< 2 uadron also drove on shore the Alerto and Es 2 )ion, of 
eighteen gi\ns; but the latter was got, off again, without 
luiving sustained much injury. 

On the 21st of October, the 3S-gun frigate Artois, Cfij>- 
tain Edmund Nagle, being in com 2 )a.ny witli the 38-gun 
frigates Arethusa, Diamond, and Galatea, Ca 2 >tains Sir E. 
Pellew, Sir Sidney Smith, and Bichard G. Keats, chased 
the French 40-gxm frigate B6volutionnaive. The Ajrtois 
took tlie lead, and having arrived up, engaged her for forty 
minutes. On the a|) 2 )rotrch of the Diamond, the French 
frigate, lia'^dng had eight killed, and her ca 2 )tain and four 
men wounded, surrendered. The Artois had first lieutenant 
of marines Patrick Craigie and two seamen killed, and five 
wounded. The Ilevolutionnaire •was a B])lendid shii), of 
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Ijl48 tons, and iindeT the same name was added to the 
British navy. Captain Nagle received the honour of kiiight- 
hood, and his first lieutenant, Boheiti Dudley Oliver, was 
made a commander. 

On the 22nd of October, at llh. a.m., the 50-gun ship 
Centurion, Captain Samuel Osborne, and 44-gun ship Dio- 
mede, Captain Matthew Smith, cniising off the Isle of 
France, chased the French 40-gun frigate Cybele, 3G-gun 
frigate Pimdente, 20-gun corvette Jean Bart, and Courier of 
fourteen guns. The French ships formed a line aheml, 
Commodore J. M. Benaud, in the Frudente, leading. The 
Centuidon placed herself abrea.st of the two frigates, and the 
Diomede was oppose^d to the Cybele and Jean Bart. The 
firing commenced at 3h. 30m. p.m., wdthin musket-shot. At 
4h. the Centurion was much cut up in lier sails and rigging, 
and the Prudente bore up and ran out of gun-shot. ^J^’he 
Cybele having then closed the Centurion, shot away her 
mizen-topmast and fore top-gallant-mast. At 51i. 15m. tlie 
Cybele, having lost her main top-gallant-mast, bore up to 
close her commodore, who, with the other French vessels, 
had wore round, and Avere coming to her supj)ort. At 5h. 45m. 
the Cybele lost her fore-topmast : the Prudente then took 
her in tow, and made sail to the Avestward, folloAved and 
fired at by the Diomede until dark. The Centurion liad 
three men killed, soA'^en severely, and sev^enteen sliglitly 
Avounded ; Diomede,^ none killed or wmunded ; Prudente, 
fifteen killed and twenty Avouuded ; Cybele, twenty-one 
killed and sixty M'ounded. 

On the Gth of November, in lat. 48*^ 20' N., long. 
7^ 53' W., a Frexich squadron of five sail of the line, under 
Bear-Admiral Nlelly, fell in Avitli the British 74-gun ships 
Alexander and Canada, Captains Bichard B. Bligh and 
Charles P, Hamilton, on their return to Englami fivxm 
escorting the Lisbon convoy. At 4h. a.m. the British ships 
bore up under all sail, pursued by the enemy. After gal- 
lantly sustaining the combined, and separate attack of tlireo 
slii|)s, the Alexander surrendered at Ih. p.m., having had 
tliirty^ix men killed and Avounded. The Canada escaped. 

On tlie 22nd of March in this year, a combined naA^al and 

* Captain Matthew Smith was tried by a court martial and dismissed 
the aeiwice, but subsequently reinstated, though never again employed. 
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military force, under Vice-Admiral Sir John Jer\is, K.B., 
and Lieutenant-General Sir George Grey, after a long and 
arduous siege, gained possession of Martinique, with the loss 
to the navy of Captain James Milne and thirteen seamen 
killed, and Captain Sandford Tatham, Lieutenants Thomas 
H. Wilson and Thomas Clarke, one surgeon, and twenty-four 
men wounded. The Zebra, Commander llobeit Faulkner, 
was particularly distinguished by running alongside and 
storming and capturing the bastion of Fort lioyal ; aiid the 
naval medal has accordingly been granted to those who 
served in that hiig. The medal has also been conferred upon 
those present in the boats of the fleet at the capture of the 
Bien venue, and other vessels in Fort Royal Bay, on the 17th 
of March. On the 4th of April, St. Lucia was talcen ; and 
Guadaloupe also fell on the 3rd of July to the same force, 
but was retaken on the 1 0th of Becembei*. A t the i-eduction 
of Guadaloupe, the British naval loss amounted to Captain 
Lewis Robertson and six men killed, and two ofEcers and 
twenty-seven men wounded ; and at the recaj)ture, tliree 
killed and eighteen wounded. 

On the 30th of December, the boats of the 12-pounder 
32-gun fiigate Blanche, Captain Robert Faulkhor, cut out a 
French schooner mounting eiglit \jims, from under a fort 
in the island of Desirade, in wliich afhiir — Fitzgibbon, 
midshipman, and one marine were killed, and four men 
wounded. 
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On the 4th of January, the Blanche, proceeding on 
her ciTiise, 'arrived off Pointe-^-Pitre, Guadalonpe, and at 
daybreak discovered the French Mgate Pique lying at anchor 
outside the harbour. At 7h. a.m. the Pique, in company 
with a schoonci*, worked out from under the land, upon 
which the Blanche made sail to meet her. At 2h. p.m. the 
Pique and Blanche crossed on opx)osite tacks, tlie fonner 
hoisting French colours, and' firing four shot, which was 
replied to by the Blanche. At 2h. 30m., finding that the 
Pique had tacked and was standing towards her, the Blanche 
shoitened sail to allow her to close ; but at 3h. BOin., hoping to 
induce the Pique to follow, she filled and stood towards M arie 
Galaiite under easy sail. At 8h. p.m. the French frigate 
seen astern, on which the Blanche tacked, and made all sail 
in chase. About midnight the Blanche, on the starboard 
tack, j>assed to leeward of the Pique on the larboard tack, 
and at 12h. 30m. a.m. the Blanche tacked, and at Ih., when 
within musket-shot of the Picpie’s starboard quarter, the 
Pique wore to crass her opx;)onent’s hawse; but the Blanc'he, 
to defeat this mananivre, bore up, and both fiigates became 
closely engaged, running off the wind. At 2h. 30m. the 
Blanche, being ahead of the Picjiie, lulled acyross her bows to 
rake her, when the Blanche’s main aiul mizen-masts fell over 
the side, on which the Pique ran her aboard on tl\e starboard 
quarter. Several vigorous attempts were now made to carry 
the Blanche by boarding, but the enemy was on each occasion 
repulsed with much loss ; the Blanche’s guns, meanwhile, 
causing great havoc on the Pique’s deck. At about 3h. a.m., 
while assisting the second lieutenant (David Milne) and 
some of the crew to lash the Pique’s bowsj>rit to the Blanche’s 
capstan, Captain Faidknor was shot through the heaii; by a 
muskfet-balL The lashing of the bows[)rit having parted, 
soon afterwards the two ships separated ; but the JUanebe, 
for the "want of any after-sad, j)aid rouml ofi‘ and again fell 
on board the Pique. The bowsprit of the French shix) was 
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then lashed to the stump of the Blanche’s mainmast, and in 
this manner, the two ships before the wind, a fire, p.rincipally 
of musketiy, was kept up from both ships, but particularly 
from the PiqueVs tops. The fire of the Blanche’s guns was 
principally confined to two quarter-deck 6-pounders, as she 
had no stern-ports on the main deck. After vainly endea- 
vouring to cut ports, it was found necessary to resort to in ore 
summary measures, and the two aftermost guns were fiji’ed 
through the stem frames, and from the openings thus made 
two 12 -pounders were pointed, and plied with such destructive 
effect, that the Pique’s mainmast, at 3h. 15m., fell over the 
side, her fore and mizen having previously fallen. The fire 
was continued till 5h. 15m., the Pique having for a long 
time been unable to return a shot, when some of the crew of 
the Pique ran out to the end of the bowsprit and called for 
quarter. The Blanche commenced the action with 198 men, 
of which she had her captain, William Bolton, midshipman, 
five seamen, and one marine killed ; and Charles Herbert, 
midshipman, fourteen seamen, and four marines woumled : 
total, eight killed and twenty-one wounded. The Pique, 
out of a crew of 275 men, had seventy-six killed and 105 
wounded. ' 

The Pique was added to the British navy as a 12-pounder 
3 6-gun frigate. After a lapse of more tlian a year, Lieu- 
tenant Watkins was promoted to post rank ; but his com- 
mission was dated back to April 6th, 1795. Lieutenant 
Milne was made commander on the 20th of the same month, 
and his post commission bore date October 2nd of the same 
year. The naval medal has been granted for this action. 

On the 13th of March, at 7h. A.M., Ushaiit bearing south, 
distant thirteen leagues, the 32-guii frigate Lively, acting 
Captain George Burlton, discovered and chased three strange 
sail. The Tourterelle, of twenty-eight guns, Captain 
JMontalan, tacked, and stood towards the lively ; and at 
lOh. 30ni.. both ships fired their broadsides. The Toiui^erelle 
then wore, and having brought to on the Lively’s weather 
beam, continued in close action until Ih. 30m. P.M., by which 
time her three topmasts having been shot away, and being 
much disabled in hull and riggmg,the Tourterelle hauled down 
her colours. Her mainiriast soon afrerw^ards fell over the 
.side. The Lively had only Lieutenant Lofbus O. Bland and 



THE BRITISH KAVY. 


m 


1795.] 


two seamen wonncled. The Toui’terelle, out of a crew pf 
230 men, had sixteen killed and twenty-five wounded. The 
Tourterelle was fitted with a finmace for heating shot, and 
seveiul hot shot were fired from the privateer during the 
action. Upon this advantage Captain Montalaii /must have 
relied for obtaining the victory ; otherudse his attack upon 
a ship of superior force is inexplicable. The Lively s first 
lieutenant, J oshua K. Watson, vras promoted. 

The prize was purchased into the xiavy, and rated a 28-gun 
frigate. Thp above is a medal action. 

Intelligence having reached Toulon that the British fleet, 
had quitted Corsic^a and retii-ed to Leghorn, 5,000 men were 
embarked on board the fleet under Bear- Admiral Martin, 
who, with fifteen sail of the line, six frigates, and tw'o brigs, 
put to sea on the 3rd of March. 

On the 7th of Mai'ch, tlie 74-gun ship Berwick, Captain 
Adam Littlejohn, being jury-rigged, was chased and captured 
by the Brench fleet. Cajitain Littlejohn w’^as Idlled early in 
the chase, and foxir men wounded ; after wdiich, Lieutenant 
I^isbet Palmer, upon whom the command devolved, suiren- 
dered the ship. 

On the 8th, Admiral Ilotham was lying in Leghorn Itoada 
with the following * 


100 


98 




Princess Koyal 
St. George . . . . 


.. . ( Vice-Admiral \Vm. Hotham (red) 

I Otain Join. Holloway 

) Vice-Admiral S. C. Goodall (white) 

( Captain .Holm Child Purvis 
i V ico- Admiral Sir Hyde Parker (blue) 
I Ca]»taiii Thomas .Foley 

„T- 1 /'I i Rear-Admiral Roliert Liuzee (red) 

W inckor Oasllo . . | 

Tancredi „ Chevalier Carraccioli, Neap. 

Captain „ Samuel Keovo 

Fortitude „ William Young 

Illustrious ,, Tliomas Lenox Frederick 

I’errible „ George Campbell 

Courage ux ...... ,, A.ugu.stus Montgomeiy 

Bedford ,, Davidge Gould 

Egmout ,, Joha Sutton 

Agamemnon .... „ Horatio NoI.soii 

Diadem ........ ,, Charles Tyler 


Frigates — Pilade and Minerva (Neapolitaxp, and Inconstant, Lowestofie, 
Meleager, and Romulus ; two sloops and a cutter. 

In the course of the day the M<xselle, Commander Charles 
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Pater, ap])eared in the ofiing with the signal for a fleet 
bearing north-west. On the 9th, the British fleet put to sea 
with a strong breeze at east-north-east, and steered for Oape 
Corse; and on the 10 th, the French fleet was seen by the 
British advanced ships working back to Toulon, consisting of 
the following : — 

Guns, Ships. 

120 Sans Calotte 
( Ca-lra 
80 < Tonnant 
( Victoire 

S Aloide 
Bairas 
Ceiiseur 
Coiiquerant 

On the morning of the 13th, the British admiral, finding 
the French had no intention of fighting, made tlie signal for 
a general chase. At 8h. a.m. the (^.a-Tra (third from the 
French rear) ran foul of her second ahead,^-: — the Yictoire, — 
and carried away Ijer own fore and main-topmasts. Captain 
Thomas F. Fremantle, of the Inconstant, at 9h. a.m., being 
far advanced in the chase, on seeing the disabled state of the 
Qa-Ira, gallantly ranged up on her larboard side, and engaged 
for some time. The French frigate *Vestale then bore down 
to tak'Q the Qa-Ira in tow, and fired into the Inconstant. 
At lOh. 50m. the Agamemnon and Captain attacked the 
Qa-Ira, and continued annoying her until 2h, 15m. P.M., 
wlien several French sldps bearing down to the siippoi-t of 
their disabled companion, the Agamemnon and Captain bore 
up to rejoin their fleet by signal from the admiral. The 
enemy kept on the larboard tack during the night, with the 
wind at south-west, followed by the British, each ship of 
which carried a light. 

At daybreak on the 14;th, Genoa bearing north-east, dis- 
tant seven leagues, the Qa-Ira was observed a long distance 
astern and to leeward of her fleet, in tow of the Censeur. 
About 5h. 30m. a breeze springing up from the north-west, 
obliged the British to tack, and gave them the weather gage. 
The Captain and Bedford, in obedience to signal, bore up. 
and at 7h. engaged the Qa-Ira and Censeur, while the re- 
mainder of the British fleet stood on in close order of battle 
for the body of the French fleet. The Captain in approach- 


Gans. Ships. 
f Duquesae 

Gtieirier 
74 -i Heureux 
Mercure 

Peuple Souvemin 
LTimoi^on 
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ing tlie Qa-Ira received so much iujuiy from the fire of the 
two X^rench ships, that she made the signal for assistance. 
The Bedford was also disabled, and to*wed out of the action. 
At Sh^ the French fieet having wore in succession, with the 
intention of passing between their disabled ships and the 
British line, closed the British fleet on opposite tacks ; but 
in order to frustmte the design of the French admiral, the 
British fleet edged away, and obliged the French fleet to go 
to windward. Beyond this passing fire, nothing appears to 
have been done ; for after having cleared the British fleet on 
the larboard tack, the French fleet tacked, and stood away to 
the westward under all sail, leaving the Qa-Ira and Censeur 
to their fate. These ships did not surrender until after a 
despei*ate resistance, in wMcli their masts were shot away, 
and they sustained a loss of 400 men. The killed and 
wounded in the British fleet were .as follow ; the ships in 
their proper order of sailing : — 


Ships, 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Ships. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

Captain 

8 

19 

Diadem. ....... 

3 

7 

Bedford 

7 

'18 

Bt. Gf^orge .... 

4 

13 

Tailored i 

1 

• 5 

Terrible 



6 

Princess Boyal . . 

8 

8 

Fortitude ...... 

1 

4 

Againemnoii , . 

— 

13 

FRIGATES. 1 



Illustrious ...... 

20 

70 

Inconstant .... 

3 

14 

Coura-geux .... 

15 

33 

Alinerva 


' 4 

Britanuia 

1 

18 




Egmont 

7 

21 


^ 74 

284 

Windsar Castle 

6 

81 



The Illustrious lost ntain and mizen-masts, and fore-top- 
mast ; and the Courageux her main and mizen-masts. 
Several other ships had also received injury. The following 
ore the names of the officers killed and wounded: — Moore, 
midshipman of tlie Illustrious (killed), and Lieutenants 
Thomas Hawker (Windsor Castle), and Ilobcrt Honeymau 
(St. Greorge), J ohn Wilson, master (Agamemnon), and J olin 
Coleflian, midshipman (Illustrious), wounded. 

Taldng in tow the dismasted .ships and prize.s, tlm fleet 
bore away for Spezzia. The Illustrious, having parted com- 
pany in tow of the Meleager, experienced very bad weather, 
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and anchored in Valence Bay, where she pai*ted her cables, 
st mck the ground, and after every attempt having been made 
in vain to save the ship, the crew were taken out by the 
exeitions of Captains Brisbane and Hallowell, and the ship 
set on fire. The naval medal has been granted to the parti- 
cipators in this action. 

On the 10th of April, at lOh. A.M., Bear-Admiral Colpoys, 
with five sfdl of ♦ the hne and three frigates^ being in the 
Channel, discovered three frigates in the north-west quarter. 
The 74-gun ship Colossus, Captain John Monkton, having 
got within shot of the stemmost, ox>ened fire, which the 
fxigatc returned. The fiigatesthen sejxarated, steering difierent 
courses. The 32-gim frigate Astrea, Captain Lord Henry 
Paiilet, with the 7 4-gun ships Bobust and Hannibal, pursued 
the ship that steered to the nortli-'west, and having, at 
fill. l\M., outsailed the Ime-of-battle shi|)s, arrived up with the 
French 36-gun frigate Gloire. At lOh. 30m. the Astrea 
brought her to close action, and after fifty-eight minutes’ 
warm contest, the Fi'encli colours were hauled down. Both 
ships were much disabled in masts and rigging. The Astrea 
had eiglit men wounded ; Glome, forty killed and wounded. 
Lieutenant John Talbot was made a commander, and posted 
the following year. The Glotrc’s cdusorts were the 3fi-gun 
frigates Gentille and Fratemito. The former jvas captured 
by the Hannibal, seventy-four, but the FratemitiS escfiped. 
The Gloire and Gentille were added to the British liavy under 
the same name. The naval medal has been granted for the 
above action. 

On the 9tli of May, at daybreak, as Captain Sir Bichard 
Strachan’s frigate squadron, consisting of the Melampus, with 
the Diamond, H6be, Niger, and Syren, Ca])iains Sir William 
8. Smith, Paul Minch in, Edward J . Foote, and Grah am 
Moore, was lying at anchor in Gourville Bay, Jersey, a 
French convoy of thirteen vessels was observed running down 
the Freiicb shore to the southw'ard. The squadron w’ei^hed, 
and proceeded in chase. At 6h. A.M. the Melampus opened 
fire, and the whole convoy, with the exception of a cutter, 
which got round Cape Carteret, ran in shore, and took Shel- 
ter under the guns of a small battery and of two gun-vessels. 
The boats of the frigates were then ordered away, and under 
cover of the frigates’ guns, notwithstandiug a smart fire firom 
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fclie Battery and gun-boats, boarded and brouglit oiT all but 
one of tbe convoy (principally laden with sMp-timber and 
stores), including also tbe gun-boats, each of wbicli mounted 
three long IS-poimders. The casualties in the boats were in 
those of the Melampus, eight men wounded ; Diamond, two 
men wounded ; H6b<S, John Leggatt, surgeon, and two men 
wounded; Niger, Lieutenant Charles Long and one man 
wounded ; and in those of the S^Ten, John M^Guffock, mid- 
shipman, and one marine killed and two seamen wounded : 
total, two killed and seventeen wounded. On the 3rd of 
July, Sir Hichard, having with him only the Heb^, captured 
off St. Malo six out of thiitecn vessels laden with militaTy 
stores, as well as one of the aimed brigs wliich fornujd their 
convoy. 

On the 17th of May, the 38-gun frigate Thetis and 28-gun 
frigate Hussar, Captains the Hon. Alexander Inglis Cochrane 
and John P. Beresford, chased the Freiieb store-ships Trajan, 
Prevoyante, Heureux, and liaison, off Ca.].)e Henry, Chesa- 
X>eake. After a gallant defence, the Raison was captured by 
the Hussar, and the Prevoyante by the Thetis. The Thetis 
had eight men killed and nine wounded ; the Hussar, tliree 
wounded. This is a naml medal action. 

On the 25th of May, the 16-gim sloop Thorn, Commander 
Robert W. Otway, on the Windward Island station, cap- 
tured, after a warmly- contested action of thirty- live minutes, 
the 18 -gun shij> corvette Courier National. The Thom, out 
of a crew of eighty men, ha<l five Tri<?n wounded ; and tliej 
Courier National, out of 119, had seven men killed and 
twenty wounded. 

On the 24th of June, the 28-gun frigate Dido, Captain 
George IT. Towiy, and 32-giin frigate Lowestolie, Captain 
Robert G. Middleton, having been despatclied by Admiral 
Hothtun to reconnoitre the harbour of Toulon, disco vei'cd 
nearly ahead, and standing towards them, the French 40-gu):i 
friigate Minerve, Captain Perree, and Artemise, thirty-six, 
Cax)tain Charbonnier, which frigates had been despatched to 
obtay^i information of the British fieet. The j>rivate signal 
^ having been made by the Dido, the enemy wore and stood 
away, pursued by the British frigates. At 8h. a.m. the 
enemy, perceiving the inferiority of the pursuing ships, wore 
and stood towards them. When within a mile of the Dido’s 
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weatlier-bow, the Minerve, being ahead of her consort, wore 
and oame to the wind on the larboard tack to windward, 
and at 8h, 80m. commenced the action. The Bido reserved 
her fire until 8h. 45m., by which time the Minerve was on 
her weather-beam. Tlie Minerve then ptitting her helm 
a-weather, and squaring her yards, bore down upon the Httle 
ship with the apparent intention of sinking her, which , from 
her size and the fresh wmd, she probably would have clone. 
But just as her flying jib-boom was touching the main-yard 
of the Bido, the latter, to avoid the shock, bore tip also, and 
the round of the Minerve’s bow struck her on tbe lai'board 
quarter. Tbe shock was so great, that it threw the Bi'itish 
frigate athwart the Minerve’s hawse, the bowsprit of the 
latter locking in the Bido’s mizen rigging. After a shoit 
time the bowspiit sna))ped, carrying with it the Bido’s 
wounded mizen-mast. With the bowsprit (which for a time 
had been a ladder for the French to board by, and had 
literally suspei\ded the Bido by the latter’s mizen rigging) 
several of the French assailants wei*e carried overboard, and 
also with the Bido’s mizen-mast the British colours. These 
latter were, however, quickly replaced by a union-jack, which, 
with characteristic bravery, was nailed to the stump of the 
mizen-mast by Heniy Barling, one of the Bido’s cj^uarter- 
masters. The Minerve now ranged ahead of the Bido, and 
the ainnonade, which had scarcely ceased for a moment, was 
for a time suspended by the amval of the LowcstolFe. 
Having passed ahead of the Bido, the Lowestoffe placed 
herself on the French ship’s larboard bow, and at 9h. a.m, 
shot away her foremast and remaining topmasts. At 
9h. 15m., the escape of the Minerve being impossible, Captain 
Towiy made the signal to chase the Artemise (which slii|) was 
making ofl'). The Ijowestoffe accordingly made sail in chase ; 
but Ca|)tain To wry, perceiving that the French ship gained 
on the Lowestofle, recalled the latter, and at llh. 30in. 
renewed the action with the Minerve. At llh. 45in., on 
the fall of her mizen-mast, the Minerve surrendered. At 
this time the Arti^mise was hull down to windward. t.The 
Bido, out of a crew of 193 men, had her boatswain (Cuth- 
beri Boiiglas) and five seamen killed, and her first lieutenant 
(Bichard Buckoll), captain’s clerk (Bichard Willan), and 
thirteen seamen wounded. The Lowestoffe sustained no 
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loss ; and the Miiierve is said to have had no more than 
twenty killed and wounded, exclusive of those lost overboard 
with the bowsprit. Captain Towiy was appointed to com- 
mmd the Minerve, and I^ieutexiant Buckoll promoted to the 
rank of commander; Lieutenant Joshua S. Horton, of the 
Lowestofie, was also promoted. This is a navy medal action. 

On the 30th of May the following squadron sailed from 
Spithead for a cruise ofl' Ushant : — 


Guns. SliipB. 

IGO Koyal Sovereign . . 
' Mara 

- . IViumph . , . 

' Brunswick . 
Beilerophon 
Bhaeton . . . 

32 Pallas 

Bg. 18 Kingfisher 


Vice-Adm. Hn. W. Cornwallis (blue) 
Captain John Whitby 

Sir Charles (>>tton 
Sir Erasmus Gowor 
Lord Charles Fitzgemld 
Lord Cranston n 
Hon. Bobert Btopford 
Xton. Henry Gurzon 
T. I© M’archant Gosselin 


Oil the 8th of June, the Tiiumph, at lOh. 30m. a.m., made 
the signal for six sail bearing east by nortli. The strangers 
formed a squadi*on undoi* Rear-Admiral Veiice, with a convoy 
bound to Brest, and they chased them into Palais Road, 
Belle Isle. The Biitish* squadron, having secured eight sail 
of small vessels, continued to blockade the French squadron. 
Information of the blockade having reached Brest, a squadron 
of nine sail of the line sailed on the 12th of June, and on 
the 15th effected a junction with Admiral Yence off Groix. 
Their force was then as under : — 


Guns. Ships. 

120 Peuple (late Montagne) 
'' Alexandre 
Droits de THomme 
74 - Formidable 
Fougueux 
^ Jean Bart 


Guns. 

r 

74- 


Slups. 

Mucius 

Nestor 

Kedoutable 

Tigre 

Wattigriy 


Sc4vola 

Virginie 

Proserpine 

Insurgent© 

Driade 


Pwgates. 

Fratemite 
Fidelie 
• Cocarde 

E4g^ndr€© 
Name unknown 


On the 16th^ at lOh. 30m., this fleet, under the command 
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of Yice-Aflniiral Viliaret Joyeuse, beating to windward, 
with the wind at west-northrwest, came in sight of Vice- 
Admiral Gomwallk’s squadron, returning to look after 
M. Vence. The Phaeton, after making the signal for the 
enemy, did not haul to the wind until their force had been 
ascei-tained to consist of thirteen sail of the line and fourteen 
IHgates, Tliis being signalled, the squadi*on came to the 
■wind on the starboard tack in the following order : — ^Bx’Uiis- 
WTck, Poyal Sovereign, Bellerophon, Triumph, Mars. At 
2h. p.M. the French fleet separated ; one division continuing 
on the same tack as the British, while the other stood to the 
northward on the larboard tacik. *At 6h. pm. the wind 
shifted to the liorth ward. During the night the wind w^as 
light and variable, and at daylight on the ITth tlie French 
fleet was observed in three divisions ; the weather division, 
con.sisting of three sail of the line and five frigates, being 
nearly abreast, and to windward of the Biitish squadron ; 
the centre division, of six sail of the line and four frigates, 
being on the weather quarter of the squadron ; and the lee 
division, of four sail of tlie line, five frigates, two brigs, and 
two cutters, right astern. At Ch. a.m. the British squadron 
bore away tivo or three points, so a§, to enable the ships to 
set the starboard studding-sails, wliich altered the relative 
positions of the French fleet. At 71i. tlie admiral ordered 
the Belleroj)hon to go ahead of the Royal Sovereign, At 
9h. A.M. the van ship of the French weather division, as- 
sisted by the Yirgiuie, Captain Bergcret, commenced tiring 
on the Mars, At llh. 10m. the Phaeton, being then along 
distaiice to windwwd, made the signal for a fleet, by, letting 
fly top-gallant sheets, in order to deceive the enemy ; but 
the deception did not appear to take effect, as the French 
ships continued to chase and engage the stenimost British 
ships witliout any apparent difference. At Ih, 30iri, p,m. 
the Z6ie, havijig lost her maintop-gallant-mast, and being 
otlierwise damaged by the fire of the M are, d ropped astern, and 
was siK‘coeded by her next astern. Obsemng that the Mars 
had fallen much to leeward, and that it was likely, fix^m her 
disabled state, she would be overpowered by the enemy’s 
ships, then closing round her, the admiral, in the Royal 
Sovereign, at 3h. 35m., gallantly wore out of the line, and 
bore up in company mth the Triumph to protect her. At 
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31i. 52m.j on nearing the Mars, the crew greeted the adiidral 
with three heai'ty cheers. The oh'ect of this movement on 
the pai*t of the Iloyal Sovereign was most decrisive ; for the 
leading Prenoh ships, not desiring to en<;onii1;er the bi'oadside 
of the British three-decker, wore, find left tlio Mars nn- 
molested. A paitial firing continncid till 7h, lOm., when the 
French fleet hauled to the wind, and gave over the action. 
The only two Biitish. sliips which sustained any injury from 
the fire of the em;my were the Mars atid Trinin])!!, The 
Mars had lier masts and yar<is nuTcli cut by shot, and twelve 
men wounded, but none killed. The Triumpli had her masts 
and sails cut, and received several shot in her hull, but had 
no one Imi't. This action entitles the paiticipatoi s to ilie 
naval medal. 

The French fleet anchored ofl* Belle Isle, and having 
weighed from thence, on the 22nd of June, at 31i. 30m. a.,m., 
came in sight the (Jhannel licet in the noith-west, consist- 
ing of the following : f— 


Guns. Ships. 

AdmmU Lord Bridport (white) 

Captain William Domett 
8ir Andrew 8. Douglas 
Yice-A<hn. 8.ir Alan Gardner (white) 
Gapitabj William Bedford 
Vice-Adm. John Ooij:>oys (blue) 

(b.ptain Krlward Grlfiith 
lh;ar-Adin. lleniy Hajvoy (red) 

Captain Joliii .Tlazely 

,, Chas, Powell Hamilton 

,, Janies Iliehard Dacres 

,, William Edge 

Itear-Adm. Lord H. Stymour (red) 
Captain Will jam llrowcll 
f Yalifint .... „ Cliristo})iier J^irker 

Ivobust* .... ,, Edw'ard Tlmrnborougb 

Orion ,, Sir James Baumarez 

74 Thundei*er* . . ,, Alliormarle Bertie 

Irresistible . . ,, Tticliard Grlndall 

Russell „ '^nionias Lareom * 

Colossus .... „ John Monkton 

64 Standard* . . Joseph 'Ellison 

Frigffltes, &c. — ll6volutionnaire, Thalia, Kymplio, Aquilon, Astrea, 


I Royal George . . 
Queen Charlotte 
Queen . 

London 

Biiiieo of Wales 

Brin{.;e 

j Bji,rtieur 

t I’rinoe George 

80 Sans Parcil 


* The ships marked * were part of Sir John Warren’s squadron, but 
were too tiir to leeward, when ordered by Lord Bri<lport to join, to be 
able to participate in the action. 

VOL. I. 2 E 
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Babet, Mtegara, Iiicendiary, and Cbaroti ; Oaj)tains> Francis Colo, Lord 

H. Paulet, George Murray, lioberfc' Barlow, liicbard Lane, Edward 

Oodriugton, Henry Blackwood, John Draper, and Walter Lock. 

Argus and Dolly, luggers. 

Lord Bridport put to sea to protect an expedition to Qui- 
berou, under Sir John Warren ; and having reached Belle 
Isle, the fleet stood off again, to be prepared for the Brest 
fleet. 

Lord Bridport, finding that the French fleet had no inten- 
tion of offering battle, made the signal for the Bans Pareil, 
Orion, Colossus, Irresistible, A^aliant, and Ivussell to chase, 
and at Gh. 4 5 in. a.m.. the signal was made for a general chase. 
Fhe British fleet then ct‘owded every sail, but at noon the 
enemy were twelve miles distant, standing in. for the land. 
At 7h. 2Gni. P.M., having closed the French a little, diim*tions 
were gi ven to harass their rear ; but at lOh. it fell calm. 

On tlie 23rd, at daybreak, a light brecjze sprang up from 
the sou til “West, and tlie French fleet was seen ahead in a 
cluster, about three miles to the eastward. TJie British sliifis 
^vere much scattered, the Queeii Charlotte being a long dis- 
fauce ahead of all <:ixee]>t the Irresistible. At 4h. a.m. Belle 
Isle bor<} east, about eight miles distant on the lee bow. At 
5h. a French frigate took the Alexandre in tow ; and at 6b. 
this ship and two others opened fire on the Irresistible.^ Tlie 
frigate soon cat the Alexandre adrift, and made sail ahead, 
wlnm the Irresistible engaged the lattiu’, and was piussed by 
the Orion jind Cliarlutte, At about Gh. 15m. the Charlotte 
tired her .starboard broadside into the Formidable, CM]:)tajn 
lAnois, and a close action coinmen<;ed. At Gh. 30m. tlie 
Formidable was fired into by the Bans Pareil, but leavingthe 
Formidable to tlie Chai‘I(.)tte, the Bans l^areil pushed on. Tlu.^ 
French .sliip about ibis time caught .fire on the po<jp, ami 
being much disabled, dropped astern. On her iiiizenimi.st 
falling, she bore up and struck lier colours. The Queen 
Cliai-lotte was also by this time quite iinrofniagiM-drle, and 
having dropped astern, at 7h. 14m. fired a broadside into 
the Alexajidre, and that ship being already iii a very crippled 
state', liauled down her colours. Tlie Tigio was brought to 
action by the Sans .l\i,*?eil, and the Loudon a;nd Queen also 
taking ]->arb the French ship suiTendered, .At 8h. the Boyai 
Oeorgo [>a>ssed the Queen Chailotte, but the latter having 
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repaired some of lier damages, speetlily made all saii ahead to 
stippoi't the admiral. At 81i. 15m. the fk)losaiis and Sans 
Panjil’s dgnals were nvadc to discontmuo the action. The 
Hoy al 06017^6, after receiving the fire of the Peuple, bore up, 
and fired her broadside into the latter ; but by this time the 
fleet had got so close in with the land, that Lord llridport 
considered it prudent to discontinue tlie chase. 

Tlie British fleet having given over the pursuit, the Prencli 
admiral kept his wind, and after several tacks anchored 
within the Isle of Groix. The Queen Gharlotte, Sans Fareil, 
and Irresistible were the only ships whose masts and spars 
were materially injured. 

The following is a statement of the loss sustained by each 
ship, in the order in which they engaged Inesistible, 
thrcic killed, and eleven, including Captain Grindall and the 
master, Thomas Ti’ougliton, wounded. Orion, six killed 
and eighteen wounded. Queen Charlotte, four killed, and 
thirty-two, including David Coutts and Homl)y Charles, mid- 
shipmen, wounded. Sans Ikxreil, lieutenant 0 . M. vStocker, 
Lieutenant of marines ’William Je]>hcott, and eiglit men 
killed, and Francis J. Nott and Kicliard Spencer, micl.shij)men, 
wounded. Colossus, fivcw killed, and thirty, inciudirig Lieu- 
tenant Robert Mends and Jolm Wiley, midshipman, w’ounded. 
Russell, three killed, and ton, inciiidiiig C;ij)tain Bacon, ILStli 
regt., w'oundcd. London, three wounded. Royal George, 
seven wounded. Total, thirty -one killed and 113 wounded, 
TJjo Tigre had 130 men killed and wounded ; Alexandre, 
200 • and Formidable, more than 300. Lord Brklport, 
Sir Alan Gardner, and Lord Hugh Seymour, received the 
tlianks of Parliarneiit. The naval modal lias been awarded 
for this action. 3?he Tigre retained her name in the British 
navy, but the name of the Foi*midable (a very fine slri])) was 
chang(?d to Belleisla. The Alexandre was also restored to 
her place in the navy list. 

On tlu? Gtli of July, the Agarnornnon being f>fF Ca}>e d^i 
Millie, was chased by the Toulon fleet of seventeen saii of the 
lindf. ^‘dosely pursued, tire Agamemnon made forSt. Fiorenzo 
Bay, and at 9h. 30m. A.M., on the 7ilj, got .sight of tlie British 
fleet of twenty-two sail of the line ,at anchor in that l>:iy, 
when the French admiral hauled to tire we.stward. At 

2e2- 
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9k P.M. Admiral Hotkam, having used the greatest expedi- 
tion, weighed Avith the following ships : — - 


Guns. Ships. 

\ Britannia 

100 I 

I Victory 

Princes:* Royal . . 
^ St. George ...... 

Windsor Castio . . 

^ Bleiilioini 

04 Agamemnon . . . . 

SO Gibralfcar 

^ Oaptaijt 

Fortitude 

Bomlsay Castle . . 

Saturn 

Oumberlaml , . 

Terrible ’. 

Defence 

* " lUginont 

Cuiloden 

Bedford 

Courageux 

A.udticioua 

Guiscardo 

..S.ainnito 

64 Diadem 


J Adiniral AVni. Hotlnim (blue) 

( Captain Jolin Holloway 
i Rear-Admiral RolKjrt Maim (blue) 

) Captain Jolin l^iright ’ ^ ^ 

\ Vice-Admirfil S. C, Goodall (red) 

( Captain John Child Piiryia 
I Vice-Admiral Sir Hyde Parker (red) 
( Captain Thomas Foley 
) Vice-Admiral Robert Lin zee (white) 

{ Captain John Gore 
„ John Bazely 
Commodoi-e Horatio Kelson 
O; I ptai n J ob n Pakenliam 
,, S.aiimel Reeve 
,, William Young 
,, Charle.s Chandierlayne 

, , James Douglas 

Barth. Samuel Rowley 
,, George Cainplxdl 
, , T})oina.s Wells 
,, John Button 
,, Tliomas 1>oubridge 

D.avi'dgc Gould 
„ Benjamin Hallowell 

„ William Shield 

I Freapolita.n 

,, Charles Tyler 


At noon on the 8th, the fleet kiving cleared tlic bay, made 
all .sail after the enemy, and on the being off the 

ifyeT'es Island s, at 3h. a.m., it having blown a heavy gale 
during the night, the .French fleet was discovered about ten 
miles distant on the lee beam, bearing from the Eritisli east- 
north-east, and standing to tlie northward. The van ship of 
the enemy, at 3h. 30m., w^as half a jicint before the lee beam 
of the Victory, the leading ship of tlie Britisli Five sail 
were also observed two or three niile.s astern of the bod^ of 
tlie fleet. Admiral Hotham, from some unexplained ^eamse, 
instead of bearing up for the Freiich then under .Tiis lee, 
oi'dered his fleet, at 3h. 4om., to form on tlie stai-board tfick, 
thereliy standing right away from the etiemy. l^he British 
continued to stand on the stai*bQtii‘d tack for one hour, w hen 
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tlio signal 'WAS made to foriri on tlie larboard tack hauler 
easy sail. Tlie Frencli, taking a^l vantage of tliis oversiglit 
of tho Britisli admiral, formed a compact line and stood 
away, two points off the wind, towards a friendly port. At 
81i. Admiral Ilothaiii made the signal to chase, but by this 
time the French were a long distance ahead. The jairsuing 
fleet made all the sail the masts w'^oiild bear — it still blowing 
fresh ; but as tho sun got up, the wind fell liglit, and at 
noon was noai’ly a calm. By this time the Victoiy, gidlantly 
supported by the Cumbeidand, Cullodeii, Agamemnon, and 
Defence, was only tliree-quarters of a mile from the rear of 
the French fleet, and seven or eight miles in advance of 
their own, the sternmost being jjali-topsails down. At 
12h. 30m. P.M. the wind shifted suddenly from soutli-west 
by west to north, taking tlie ships aback, which on tlieir 
coming round on the starboard bi'ought the broadsides 

of the three stemmost French ships to bear on the A'icvt.oiy. 
Tlie annexed diagram wall elucidate tins Y>ekd : — 
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' In twenty Hiinutes the Alcide was so disabled by tlie fire 
of the Victory and Oullodefij that she ceased tiring, and at 2h. 
struck her colonrs. The Gulloden having lost her main-top- 
mast, and the Victory’s ibretopsail-yard being shot away, and 
hoi* sails and running rig^ng cut to pieces, the Cumberland 
})asscd tlieni, and attn-cked the Justice frigate, which, with 
the Alceste, had approach<^‘d to take the Alcide in tow ; but 
si 10 had only taken up her position alongside, when the 
signal to discontinue the action was seen hying on board the 
Britannia; but the Victory had to repeat the signal more 
than once to the Cumberland l:>efore it was obeyeA When 
tlm recall "was made by Admiral Hot ham, the Bhmheim, 
GibKiltar, Captain, and some otliers, w'ere closing with ilie 
rear shij>s of the enemy ; but those ships having wore, in 
obedioricc to the signal, tlic French fleet, unmolested, pro- 
ceeded on to Frejus Bay. The A^ictory,^ Culloden, and 
(himberland, were the only ships disabled. Their loss was as 
follows : — The Victory, two midshipmen, James Beale and 
W^illiain Willison, and three marines killed: and Lieutenant 
.Martin Hinton, Midshipman Williaia Irwin, Major Frederick 
Hill Flight, and Lieutenant AVilliain Barley, of the marines, 
and eleven seamen wounded. Culloden, two men killed, and 
Lieutonant Tristram Whitter and four men wounded. Blen- 
heim, two men killed and two wonmled. Captain, one 
killed ; and the Defence, one soldier killed and six wounded : 
total, eleven killed and twenty-eight wounded. The Alcide, 
subsequent 1}" to her surrender, and before slm could be taken 
possession of, caught fire, and was destroyed. 

On the 22nd of August, at Ih. p.m., a scpiadr on,' consisting 
of the 3G“gun frigate Ileunion, Captain John Alms ; 5()-gun. 
ship Isis, t^’aptain Ro{)ert Watson ; frigates Stag and A^estal, 
Ca}>tains Joseph Sydney Yorke and Charles White ; while 
cruising in tlie North Sea, <liscovcred and chased the Dutch 
JG-giiii frigates Alliance and Argo, and IG-guii cutter Vliig- 

^ Instances of exti’enie ])er.sf>nal bravery anG skill arc not wanting in 
tlie British navy, but the gallani-ry of a inidshipman of the V^lctory 
ought not to go without }«»,rticuiar mention. In her auxious of 
the French fleet, the weather ]e;ich-rope of the Victory’s foretopsail was 
cut by a shot, and the sail consequently in great danger of splitting; but 
Mr. TJioma.s Hoskins, being in the foretop, ascended to the top.s;i.il*ya.rd, 
anti, lowering himself down hy the reef-tackle, by means of the third 
reef oaring stoppered the bolt-ropo and i^avod the sail. 
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liekl, sfcandmg towards of Norway. A diange of 

win<i euabled the Stag, at 4h. 15ro. p.m., to close with the 
Alliance, whicli, ailer an hour’s action, she compelled to 
strike. The Stag had four men killed, and thii'teen, including 
Williair) B, Proctor, midshipman, wounded. The Argo and 
the cutter got into Egeroe. 

On the 28th of September, the 12-pomidGr 3 2 -gun frigate 
Southa-mpton, Gaptaiii Janies Macnamara, while watching 
the ]>ort of Genoa, iell in with the French 3(5 gun frigate 
Vestale, 28-gim corvette Bmne, and 14-gnn brigs Scout and 
A left e. At lOh, p.m. the Southampton having hailed with- 
out receiving a satisfactory answer, iirefl a broadside into tlie 
Vestale’s larboard quarter, wdiich was promptly reiunied. 
At 1 bli. 25m. the Frencli frigate tacked, as did also the 
Southarupton ; Init Iiaving had lier sails and rigging niucli 
cut, the latter droppe<i astern, upon which the Fi’ciuli sliips 
made all sail away. At llli. p.m. the Southampton, Iiaving 
repfiired damages, was again closing with the Vestale, when 
li(ir mkeuinast fell over the side, and the French, frigate and 
scpiadvori escaped. 

On the 28th of September, at 4]i. 35m. a.m., the hiicd 
cutter Hose, Lieutenant ^Villiam Walker, of eight 4-poun(lers, 
and only thirteen rrien, being near Oapraiia, fell in with 
tlireo French felucca juivateers. Although Lieutenant 
Walker had 1.0,000 in spccici on boaid, lie detorndned^ 
on making an attack, and bore away before a moderate 
breeze wdtli s.mooth water for* the iarj>-est of tlie jii'i^ ateers, 
which was ratluu' to Icewanl of the other two. liimitcnaiit 
Walker intended to give this vessel the cutter“’.s stem, and 
conned the Hose accordingly ; but on nearing tlie piivateer, 
being himself anxious to head the boardtu's, he lan foivvard, 
and the helmsinan allowed the |)vivatoer to shoot too far 
ahead, so that the cutter’s bowsprit only carried away the 
felucca’s ndzeiunast and. tbe overhang of her stern. In 
passing under her stern, the Bose poured in her broadside, 
treble shotted ; then shooting ahead to leewai’d, she tacked 
and grossed her bows, ghdng her another raking broadside, 
and cmTyirig away her foreyard with the irndn-boom. Thn.s 
spiritedly dealt with, the privateer called for quarter, and 
surixmdered. Lieutenant Walker then stood after the other 
vessels, and sank one, but the third escaped to windwrd* 
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He then returned to his prize, which niounted one long brass 
C~poiiiider, four swivels, and twelve musketoons on her gun- 
w'ales, and had on boarrl, when taken, twenty-njDe men, exchi- 
sivc of thirteen reported to have beeh killed. The Kosc con- 
ducted her prize to Jliistiad The Bose received several shot 
in, her hull, and the main -boom was very much wounded, but 
the crew escaped without loss. 

On the 7th of October, the 74-guTi ship (late French) 
Censeur, commanded by Captain John Gore, being xinder 
jury-masts, on her voyage to ^Kngland, in eompany with the 
Biitish 74-gun ships Bedford and Eoilitude, and a convoy, 
was ca])tu;red, after an ob.stinate defence, by a French 
squadron of six sail of the line and throe fiigates, under 
B.ear“Adinii'al llichery. Tlie Bedford and Foifitiide osca})od, 
but thiity sail of the convoy fell into tlie hands of the 
enemy. 

On the loth of Octobei', the British o2-^gim frigate Mer- 
maid, Capt/ain ll oriiy Wai-re, cruising off Grenada, <liscovered 
the Frencli 18-gun ooi vette BcfniblicMin, and lO-giiu brig 
Brutus, at anchoi* off La Bayo, which at lOli. 3dm. a.m. 
W'eiglied and stood to tlie soutinvard. Tlie Merm.aid chased 
the brig into the Bay of Bequain, from whence she was cut 
out liy the frigate’s lioats, tlie Frenclj crew^ liaving first 
lauded and attenqiied to set fire to her. On the 13tli, the 
Mermaid fell in with tlie Bepublicaiii, and after a running 
fight of some houi's, and a close action of ten minutes, 
cajitured her w'ith the loss to tlie Mermaid of one seaman 
killed and three w^ouiided, and to the oorv^ette of twenty ineu 
killed. 

On tlie 15th of October, in the morning, the British 
frigates Melauqvus, Captain Sir Bichard J. . Strachan ; and 
Latona, Hon. A, Ivaye Lcgge, being off the Isle of Groix, 
gave chase to the Frencli 3G-gun frigates Tortue and Nereide, 
and brig Eveille. The Orion, seventy- four, Sir James Sail- 
marez, and Thalia, thirty-six, sliortly afterwards hove in 

' It is always gratifying to note cases of individual bravery.#, Tlie 
Hose, in tliis most creditable affair, had only one man, by name Will iani 
l^rown, hurt. This poor fellow had one of lus feet crushed by a gun- 
carriage, and although, so pa.iufully wouiKhal, could not be por.suaded t(.) 
go below, saying to his cominandor, Indeed, Sir, you cannot spare a 
iiuui, and I can sit down and use a musket as w’-oll as any of them.” 
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sight, and joined in the pursuit. Tlie Latona and Th.alia, 
from the inability of tlie pilot, who refused tf> coiiduet theni 
within the Barges d’Oloiiue, had the iiiortiiicatioii of seeing 
the French frigates enter tiie Purtuis-Breton in safety. The 
Eveille was captured l>y the Tliiindercr, seventy -four, Oaptaiii 
A. Bertie. 

In July, a force under the oi'der of Hear- Admiral Ilaiuiei*, 
in the Suffolk, seventy -four, with the Centurion, fifty, Caj)tain 
Sauiuel Oshorn, and several transports, Siiiled from Madnis 
to reduce the Butch possessions in the iKsland of CeyloiL On 
the 18th of August, Trinconiale surrendered ; and on the 
27th, the foil; of Oosfcenburg ^dso fell into the possession . of 
the British j likev/ise the post at JaffDaj>atMm. On the 1st 
of October, Molletivo, ami oji the 5th, iManar, were also 
taken. The Ksettleinent of Malacca capitulated on the 17tli 
of August to the force under Captain Noweoinc, the 
Orpheus frigate. Oliinsnrah, Cochin, and all the rennain- 
ing Dutcli settlements, surrendered before the close of the 
year. 

In the month of September the Cape of Good Ho|>o was 
surrendered to a British, fox’ce, consisting of the following 
ships : — » 


cams. Ships, 

\ IVIonarcl: 

74 < . . 

) V ictonoua 

( A rrogant . . 
,, , i America , . 

\ Stately 
- p ) Echo .... 

{ Itattlesnake 


i Yicv^-A<l. Sir Geo. Keith Elpliinstone, K.Tl (blue) 
Ciiptain ♦John Elphiiistoue 
William Clai’k 
Kiclxard Lucas 
John Blankett 
Billy Douglas 
Commander 'Lcijyple Hardy 
,, John Wm. Sprangtir 


and a large body of troops under General Aliired Clarke 
and Mtyor Craig. 
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On tlie lOtli Maroh, the French 8-ponnder 20 -gun cor- 
vette Bonne Citoyenne, having sustained jnucli damage in a 
gale of wind on the 7th, captured in the Bay of BiKScay 
by the 3S~gun frigate Phaeton, Captain the Hon. Robert 
Stopford, and a squadron under his orders. The Bonne 
Oitoyoime measured 511 tons, and was for a long time the 
finest vessel of her class in the British navy, to which she 
was added under the same name. 

On the 18th of March, the 38- gun frigate Diamond, Cap- 
tain Sir Williaan Sidney Smith, 14~gun bi*ig Libei'ty, Lieu- 
tenant George JMcKinley, and Aristocrat lugger, Lien tenant 
Abraham G(jssett, stood in shore and attacked tlie batteries 
oonunanding the entrance to tlu'. J.-^oi*t of Bpergui, near Cape 
Ereliel, on the French coast. Lieutenant Horace Pine, of 
the Diamond, landed at the head of a l)arty, and stormed the 
batterif^s; after which, the squadron entered the port ■without 
molestation, and destroyed the French 1 (3-gun coi’vette 
Etourdie, four brigs, two sloop.s, and one arme<l lugger. 
Two seamen were killed, and Lieutenants Horace Pino and 
Edmund Carter, of the marines (the J at ter moi -tally), and live 
seamen wounded, Tiiis action has been selected for the 
naval medal. 

On the 20th of March, a frigate squadron under Commo- 
dore Bir John B. Warren, in the l*omone, Anson, Avtoi.s, 
and Galatea, Ca.})tains P. G. C. IL llurham, Sb’ Edmund 
Nagle, and Richard G. Keats, cliased off the Peiimarl^s a 
French squadron, of four frigatc.s, a 20-gini eorv(itte, and the 
Etoile arnuMl store-shi]). After a long and animated chase 
and running tight, in which tlie Galatea alone sustained any 
loss , the Etoile w^as cut off, but the remaiiider of the squadron 
took shel ter among the Penmark Rocks. The Galatea’^ loss 
amount(Ml to — Evans, midshipman, and one seaman killed, 
and Lifuitenant James Ba.i*kcr and six seamen woTmcIed. 

On the 13 th of Ajiril, the 38-gun trigate R^ivolutionnaii'e. 
Captain Francis Cole, belonging to Bir Edw’-ard Pellew’s 
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squadron, after a long cliase, overtook and captured the 
French 12 poundev 3 6-guu frigate I Juite. 

On. the 17th of April, Captain Bir Bidney Smith, of the 
Diamoudf liaving ventured into the port of Havre with the 
boats, to cut out six French luggers, was ovtu'powered, ruid 
having liad four men killed and seven W(.>\.mded, was made 
prisoner. 

On the 20th of April, a frigate .scpiadron, (x>nsistlng of the 
IndelktigaVde, CoinTnodore’ Sir Fdward .Pellew ; Amazon, 
Captain liobort (.1 Reynolds ; and Concorde, Ca|>tain An- 
thony Hunt, while lying-to off the Lizard, waiting to be 
joined by the Tlevolutio.unairo, a large frigate was observed 
to soa.ward, ami all sail instantly made in chase. A fter a 
run of 168 miles in hfteen hours, the Indefatigable, at a little 
after midnight, got up with the chase, which ]n*oved to be 
the FroJioli 40-gun frigat-e Yirginio, Oa|.itain Jacques },ler- 
geret; and after encountering a most gallant ivsistanco, 
compelled lier to siiiTeiider, just as tlie Concorde was about 
to take part -in the action. The Yirginio liad lifteen men 
killed and twenty-seven wounded, and wlioii taken possesKsion 
of, had four feet water in. her hold. 'JMie Yirginio, being a 
line new frigate, Avas ad(>‘d to the Britisli navy, and the com- 
inaiid of her given to Captain Hunt. ^Ilie naval medal is 
granted for tliis action. 

Cii the 25tlL of AjAril, intelligence having reached ( ?oiu- 
inodore ISJelsou that a convoy laden witli stores for the use 
of tlie -Fi'ench army in Italy had cntciv^d Labna Bay, lie 
proceedcMl thither in the Againeinuon, with the 6 4- gun ship 
Diadem, Captain Ceorge H. Towry ; Mehxig<u',i.S:ipl.;a.inG(x 
Cockburn ; and 16-gun ship sloop Peterel, GoniiiianiJor John 
Tern] >1(3. On his anival, four va^ssels were seen lying under 
the heavy batteries in the bay, Upon wliicii the boats were 
sent iway, coA’e.red in their advance by tlie guns of the slii|>s. 
Although exposed to a severe .hie, tlio scr-vioe was (dlectiially 
peifonried, and witliovit loss (.»f life; but Lieiitcnai it James 
Noble, of the Agamemnon, and two seamen were wonndei.l, 
the IW'nmr badly. Lieutenants Maurice W. Buckling, Noble, 
and AYilliaiu Compton, of the Agamemnon ; John Ciilvei'- 
house, of tlie Meleager ; and J ames Ryder, of the Diadem, 
were all honourably mentioned. 

On tlie 27th of April, the boats of the Niger, Captain 
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Edward J. Foote, were sent in after an armed lugji^or* which 
was anchored among the Peninark Hocks, The British boats, 
coniTnaiided by Lien tenants G eoi*ge »Loiig and Thomas 
Thoiripson, and — Morgan and Tames Batten, masters 
mates, after an obstinate resistance, succeeded, in efiecting 
her destructio.T.L The lugger mounted .eighteen 4-poundors, 
with a crew of 10i> men, many of whom were killed and 
Avounded. liieutenaiit Long, Mr, Batten, and five nion, were 
wounded in the boats of the Niger. 

On tire 4th of May, the 16-gun sloop Spencer, CWimandfir 
Andrew F. Evans, in lat. 28"^ N., long. 69^^ W., captured the 
French 12-gLm l)rig Volcan, after a sjurited action of an 
hour and a quarter, in which the >Speiicer had one man killed 
and one wounded. Lieut. Joseph Lbuox and the master 
were honourably mentioned. 

On. the 12tli of May, the Argo, Dutcli 3()-gun frigate, 
after a short engageinent, in which she liad six killed and 
twenty-eight wounded, was caj)turc<l l)y tlie 36-giiu frigate 
Phoiiiix, Captain f-aui'cnce W. .Halsted, having in com].)aiiy, 
but at soniii distance a-stei'n, the bO-gui) sliip Leopard, 28-gi.iii 
frigate i:\3gasus, (..I'iptains ’Win. Hai'wood and it. Donnelly 
and Sylph sloop, C<.r.ninander flohn C. Wliitc. The Phcem.x 
had one man killed and three woujuled. While the Pheenix, 
was engaging the Argo, the i.*cga.sas iind >Sylj)h drove on 
shore two Dutch armed brigs which w*ere in com[>any, and 
reca})tvired the Diike of York buoy-boat, A third brig, 
named tlu3 Merciiiy, ]>ierced for sixteen guns, was captured by 
the Sylph. The Argo was added to the British navy under 
the name of Janus, and tlie Mercury was called the Hermes. 

On the 27th of May, the I t-gun brig Sufiisante, Com- 
maiKler Nicliolas Tomlinson, after a long chase and an 
engagement of tliirty minutes, in wliich one man was 
wounded, ca]«tured the French 12~gun brig Bevaiiche, Lieut. 
George hr. Dravernan. 

On the 8th of June, the Britisl\ 18-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Unicorn, Captain Thomas Willi ams, and 12-pounder 
3f)-gun frigate Santa Margarita, Caidain Thoma.s B. JV^artin, 
discovered the French 36-gaTi frigates Tribune and Tainise, 
and 18- gun corvette Legere, forming part of a French 
squadron under Commodore Moulston, which had sailed on 
the 4th of Juno from Brest* At 9h. a.m. the Britisli 
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frigates bore away in cbase, and at Ih. p.m. the French ships, 
haying hoisted tlieir colours, and the I'ribuuie a broad pen- 
datit, fired their stern-eliasers, wldch did great damage to 
the sails and rigging of the British si ri])s. At 4h. P.M. the 
''raiuiso bore up to rake the Santa Margaritii, wbicli enabled 
the latter to pdaoe herself alongside the Tamise, and, after a 
(dose ongagemeut of tvyenty ininutes, coiupelled her to haul 
<lawn her colours. The Tamise sustained a loss of tl)ii*ty-tAvx> 
killed an<l nineteen wounded; and the Santa. Miirgarita, two 
killed and three wounded. TJie Tainise (late the British 
32'-gim frigate Thames), Oapt/iin Fradiii, had been mounted 
with additional 3 6 " 2 ) 0 under carronades, and had onboard, 
during the acti(n:», in all forty guns. The combatant.s, there- 
fore, were, in most res|>ects, w(41 matclKMl. (voniniander 
Joseph Bnllen, a volunteer on board tlie frigate, was 
liouonrably nientionod in Oapfcain. Martin’s ofilcial lettei-, also 
Lieutenant (leorge Harrison, and l)oth tljese oilicers nx'-eived 
])romotion. Tim Tainise was restored t<.) the Bntish jiavy as 
a 12-})oundcr 32-gun frigate. Tins service is distmgui8h(?d 
a.s a UKjdal actioii. 

The Unicorn, from the disabled state of her sails . arul 
rigging, did not got a?*«jng.side of the 'rribune until lOii. 
30m. P.M., having run 210 miles. The 'Unicorn having 
arrived on the weather quarter of the Tribune, tluj crew 
c.ho<:'rc<l, and oorume.nce<l the action : but after engaging for 
thirty-five niinutes, the IVilmue dro}>ped astern, and it was 
su]>]>osed to be her intention to cross the stern of the U ni- 
<x3rn ; this wxis, however, preventt'd by tlic latter, who, 
throwing all a, -back, took uj) lier po.sition as before. The 
maiiiinast and ioii:ento|.»i:nast of tlie Tribune soon fifterwai'ds 
fell, and she then »surrendercd. 1110 Unicorn’s first lieu- 
tenant and sonie^ of her l)est seaimai \vei*c away in a prisie, 
leaving only 240 (m board : she sustained no loss whatever. 
The Tribune Jiad . thirty -seven men killed, and Commodore 
Moukton axid fourteen men wounded. The number of men 
(more by 100) on board the French sljij), a.s well as her 
advantage in point of size (the Unicorn being of 791 and 
the Tribune 916 tons), in a great ineiiuiure coinpenaated the 
Trilauie for the Unicorn’s 1 S-] munders. The secoml lieutenant , 
William Taylor, though highly s 2 :)oken of, never I'ectaved pro- 
motion, Oajdain Williams had the honour of knighthood 
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conferred upon him. The naval meihtl is granted to the 
siMviving participators. 

On the 13th of June, at 1h. A.M., the IB-pounder 3ihguii 
fiigate Dryad, Captain Lord Amelins Beanclerk, ciddsiiig to 
the eastward of Cape Clear, got sight of the French 
18~})ounder 30-gnn frigate Proserpine, Captain Pevrienx, 
the foiirtli ship of Coininodore Moulston’s sqna.dron. The 
Diya^l made all sail, both ships being close-hanled on tlio 
starboard tack, with the wind at iioHli-west. At 8h. p.m. 
the French frigate hoisted colours, and commenced tiring 
stern-cluisers. At 9h. the Dryad rarigcd up on her o]>po~ 
nent's lee (quarter, and at 9h. 4oin., after a close action, the 
Proserpine, having had thirty men killed and fortydive 
wounded, struck her colours. The Dryad had only two 
killed .and seven wounded. Lieutenant Edward Dnrnford 
King was ]>ronioted to tlic innk of cominandei’. 'lliCJ Prosei*- 
pine was added to the British navy under the name of 
ATtielia. This is also a medal action. 

'J’he LegiU-e, the last of Commodore INIoulston’s squadron, 
was ca})tured on the 22nd of June by the British frigcvtcs 
Apollo and Doris, Captains John Manley and Charles Jones. 

On the 8th of June, the Dutch 3(Vgun fiigate Jason, 
Captain Don civ inn, was carried into (h'eonock by the crew, 
which had placed the captain .and ollicers in coniiilement. 
The ship was taken possession of by the IG-gun brig Pen- 
guin, Coi.mnan<lor John K, I'ulling. 

On the 9th of June, the fleet, under Sir Jolni Jervis, w'hik^ 
cruising off Toulon, ol»servcd a corvette, wliieli took slid ter 
in liyei*es Roads, undta’ the batteries of Porquerolles. Cap- 
tain Macnainara, of the 32-guii frigate So\ithampton, having 
1 ‘eceiv ed ])orinission to go in and attack her, stood m slioi'c 
accordingly, .and at 8h. 30m. i\M. succeeded in getting along- 
side the CJtile, of twenty -fijur guns, Ca]>tain: Francois' A ega, 
lying elo.se under t]H 3 heavy guns of Fort |h'egai)(;on. After 
a few broadsides, she was gallantly boardt'd by Lieutenant 
Charles Lydiard and a party of seamen, and after ten minutes’ 
.spirited resistance carried. The Fi'eiich captain fell rnoiitally 
wounded wliile fighting at tlie head of his crew ; and the 
‘Utile sustained a further loss of eight killed and seven- 
teen wounded. One marine of the Southampton was killed. 
After passing and receiving a lieavy fire from the batteries. 
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the frigate with her prize rejoined the licet at I h. p.m. on the 
lOtli. The IJiilo was piirchaaed into thc^ servico, and imnie'* 
diately commissioned hy Lieutenant Lydia rd, who was most 
deservedly promoted to the command of )iei\ The naval 
medal is granted for the action. 

On the 15th of J uly, the 50-gun ship Glatton^ (armed vvitli 
G 8 pounder caiTonades on the lower and 32-{>ounders on the 
upper deck)v Captain Henry Trollope, being on a cruise near 
the coast of J^danders, fell in witli a squadron of four J.^rencl) 
fn'gates and two corvettes, l>earmg down to jf>in a brig and a 
cutter. At 8b. r.M. the Glatton steered for the French ships, 
which were by this time formed in line on the la rboai'd tack, 
Captain Trollope deeming this «a good o])j)ortunity for tiying 
the effect of his novel armament. Tlio Fi-ench squadron was 
composed of tlie 46-gun frigate Brutus (a ra,zeed 6 4 -gun ship) ; 
rj8“guii frigate Incorruptible ; 36-gxm frigate Magicienne ; 
lle[)iil:4icvaui, twcuity-eight : two corvettes of twonty-tvvo guns 
each, and a cutter. At i)h. 45iti, tlic Glatton arrived abreast 
of the three sternmost shijxs, but reserving her five, she 
steered for the largest, being the socond from the vtni ; Cap- 
tain Trollope considering ttiis to bo tlxe commodore’s shi[>, 
hailed and ordered her to stnke. French colours were 
instantly displayed,, and the wlioie squadron commenced firing 
on the Glatton. Being within twenty yards of tlui cmcniy, 
the Glatton poui'ed in her tcri'ilu? broadsklo. The van sliip, 
whicli was ahead of the Giat ton’s opjxonont, taclu-d, and 
in |)assing tlie Glatton to wundwa-rd, recjcived the cmit<mts 
<jf liei* larljoar<l broadside. The ellect was astounding, and 
tlie frigate showexi juo desire for a repetition. The Glatton 
continued on the larboard tack, to windward of the Frem-h 
commodore, although the pilot xlcclarcd to Captain I’rollo])e 
that tile sliip would soon be ashore. Caj;)taiii Trolhqves 
rejdy was, When the French ship takes the ground, do yon 
go about.” The cmemy soon aftciwards Imvo in stays, and in 
this position I’oceived a luking broadside from tlie Giai ton. 
The Glatton also tacked, but with diflioiilty ; and h(?r masts 
being, much wounded, the men were ordered up to ret‘f tlu^ 
topsails. The Fi’ciich. ships deeming that the Glatton, i'roin 
her tomporaiy silence, ^vas aliont to surroiuler, tackcil to 

’ This ship had been an Tndiaman of 1,400 tons, but purcluiscd into 
the service. 
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close with her, hut the fire from the British sliip soon com- 
pelled them to haul olf again ; and the whole squadron, thus 
completely beaten, made sail out of gunshot. To pursue 
was ustdess, as the Glation’s sailing powers were not on a par 
with her broadside force ; and the French ships therelbre 
on the following day reached Flushing, whei-e one of the ships 
sank, and four of them had their decks lipped u]), and re- 
ceived great damage ; but their loss in killed was never ascer- 
tained. Tlie Glatton had none killed and two (Ga]>tain IJ'. L. 
Strang ways, of the marines,' and one marine) wounded. For 
tills most dashing performam^e Captain Trollope was jirc- 
.sented by tlie mercliants of London with an elegant piece of 
[date. 

On the 22nd of July, the 32-gun Irigate Aimable, Captain 
Jcmniett iVIainwuring, fell in with the French 36-guri frigate 
Peiiseo, off Gujida]ou}>c. At Cli. 3om. f.m. the frigates crossed 
on opj)<)site tacks, and a close action began, wbicli continued 
until 8ii. 10m., wben tlie French .ship crowded sail to escape. 
The Aimable continued in chase all niglit, and at 7h. on tlie 
following morning the l^ensco, liaving sliorti'ned sail, the 
Aimable, at Sli. 3om., closed, and both ship.s bore up and 
engaged until 91i., when the Pen .see .^ga in made sail, pursued 
l»y her ojiponeub. At lOh. the Aimable had fallen so far to 
l(ie\vai*d as to be out of gunshot ; and the Fensecj succeeded 
in i‘eaching St. Tliornas’s mucli damaged, and is said to have 
liad ninety men killed and wounded. The Aimable had twa;> 
men wound (;d. 

On the 8tli of August, at noon, the 12-pouiider 32~gun 
fi’igate Merniaid, Cajitain .Robert W. Otway, brought to close 
actii)!! the French 18-pounder 40-gun fiigate Vengeance, and 
<*ngage<l until 3li. 40m., wiveii the French shi|> tortk reiiigf* 
under tlie batteries, and finally succeeded in I'cacliing Basse- 
terre, GuadMlou))c. The Mcririai<l had none killed or wounded, 
but the Vengeance liad twelve kill(3d and twivniy-six 
wounded. 

On tlie 19th of Augu.st, a treaty of alliance, oilensive and 
defensiv'o, between France and Spain, was signed at i^^jadrid, 
binding eacb nation to furnish fifteen sml of the line and ten 
frigates, reci[>rocally, when circumstances required it. 

On the 23rd of August, the Freneli 30 -gun frigate Andro- 
maque was chased by the squadron under Sir John B. W'arren, 

I 
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and driven on shore and destroyed near Arcasson, by th<> 
18“poimder 32-gnn frigate Galatea, Captain Richard G. Iveats, 
and 18“guii brig Sylph, Coimiiander John C. White. ^ 

On the 2oth of August, in lat. 41^ 30' N., long. 24' W., 
the 20-gun ship Haison, Captain John P. Beresford, engaged 
the French 40-gun frigate Yengeance, late the opponent of 
the Mermaid ; but a fog coming on, the combatants separated. 
The liaison received much damage, and ha<l three men killed 
and six wounded. 

On tlie 28th of August, a squadron of five sail, under the 
command of Yice- Admiral George MuiTay, in the 74-gnii 
ship llesolution, being off the Chesapeake, chased three Frencli 
frigates. The 36-gun frigate Topaze, Captain Stephen G. 
Church, oveitook and captured the 36-gun frigate Elizabeth. 
The others escaped. 

On the 9th of September, an .action occurred in the Eiist- 
Indies, off Point Pedro, in the Straits of Malacca, between 
the squadron of Eear-Admiral Sercey, consisting of six 
frigalos, and the British 74-gnn ships Victorious and Arro- 
gant, Captains iliehard Lucas and 'William Clark. It being 
calm, the Victorious had to sustain the raking broadsides of 
three heavy frigates fewr some time, wiLliout the power of 
returning anything more than her stern-chasers ; and a 
breeze r4}>ringirig up, the French squailron made off leaving 
the British ships very much disabled. TJie Victorious iiad 
seventeen seamen and inarines killed ; and her commander, 
one midshipmaii,' and fifty-five seamen and inarines wounded. 
The AiTogant had ono midshipman and six seanuvn killed and 
twenty-seven wounded. Tlie loss of tlie Frencli squadron 
amounted to foify-two killed and 1 04 wounded. 

On the 23rd of Sejitember, at daybreak, b(3ing off Desiradc*, 
the 18-gun brig Pelican, Commander dolm (J. Searle, was 
found close under the lee of a large Fi*ciich frigate. To 
escape appciared impo.ssible, and ifre crew, it is said, were ill 
first disposed to consider an atteinjit to defend the brig n.se- 
less ; but on being remonstmtod with, tliey gave three eiiecM's. 
and <Jet:ermined to fight while the brig would swim. At 
7b. A,M, the Pelican shortened sail, and waited the approach 
of li(u* formidalde enemy j and the latter liaving got wi tliin 
reach of the brig, opencid her fire. Cajitain »Searic deter- 
mining on engaging at close quarters, where his 32 -pound 
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carronades would have full effect, allowed the fngato to 
approach witliin musket-shot before returning her fire, when 
she poured in her bi'oadside. The brig maintained a close 
action with the French ftigate for upwards of an hour and a 
half, when the latter, apparently in great confusion, ceased 
Hriiig, and set her inains^. The Pelican had only one man 
wounded, but lier sails, masts, and yards were cut to pieces. 

While repairing damages, a sti*ange sail was discovered 
from the Pelican’s inastliead, which in the course of the day 
she ci-iptured. The prize was the Aicyon, a British victualler, 
prize to the French frigate Medee, which the Pelican had 
beaten off The Aicyon, however, was on the following day 
retaken by tlie l)oats of the M6dee. The prize-master — 
acting Lieutenant Thomas Ussher — ^^who was carried prisoner 
into ( .i[uadalon])e, ascertained the force and loss of the Peli- 
can’s opponent. The Pelican’s first broadside killed the man 
at the wluiel, wounded three men, and disabled a gun ; 
and the Medee’s loss, out of 300 men, was thirty- three 
killed and wounded. On reaching port, the French captain 
gave out that the Medee had engaged a fiigate with her 
mizen-mast out. The Pelican had only ninety-seven men 
and boys on hoard during the action,, 

On. the 13th of October, at daybreak, the 12-pounder 
3 2 -gun frigate Ter]>si chore, Captain Prichard Bowen, dis- 
covered tlic Spanisli 34-gun frigate Mahonesa, Captain Don 
Ayaldi, which at 9h. 30m. a.m. approached within hail of the 
British frigate, and finight a spirited action until lOh. 20m. 
The Tei^xsicliorc being disabled in her rigging, the Mahonesa 
cudeavoiired to escape ; but having repaired damages, the 
TcM-j-sichorc again succeeded in getting alongside liei* enemy, 
and com])elled Ikm- to strike. The Malionesa, out of 27 d, laid 
thirty men killed and thirty wounde<l ; lait the Terpsiciioro, 
wdiose crow numbered oidy 182, had four wounded. This 
action was fought off Cart hagena, where the Spanish fleet av as 
at anchor. The above is a naval medal action. 

On the 20th of November, the 28-giin frigate Lapwing, 
Captain llobcrt Barton, being off Anguilla, at lOh.^^p.M. 
brough t to action, the French 20-gun ship Decius and the 
0-gun brig Yaillante, having on board upwards of 200 troops, 
x^ter an liours contest, the brig bore away, and in twenty 
mi.nute.s the Decius surrendered. After securing her prize, 
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the Lapwing chased the brig, wliicli she drove on shore, and 
completely destroyed. Tlie Lapwing had one man killed and 
six wounded ; but the Deciiis is represented to have lost oat 
of 336 men, including troops, eighty killed and forty wounded. 
On the following day, the Lapwing was pursued by the 
Thetis and Pen see, upon which Cajitain Bait on set the prize 
on fire. The above is a naval medal action. 

On the 12th of December the Terpsichore, having repaired 
the damages received in action with the Mahoiiesa, was off 
Cadiz, and at daybreak made sail for a frigate on hei* weather 
quarter. Owing to a fresh gale, which lasted tlirouglioiit 
the day, and the variableness of the wind, nothing could be 
done. On the 13th, at 9]i. 30m. r.M., the stranger — the Fr<aich 
36-gun frigate Yt^staie, Captain Foucaud, shoid.ened sail, and 
allowed the Terpsichore to come wdthin hail of her weather 
quartei’. Having i’ec(;ived no reply to his hail, Captain 
Bowen, bcring about half pi.stoI-shot distant on her weather 
beam, commenced the action. A sjurited contest etisued, 
and at llh, 4pm., tlie French frigate having been reduced to 
an uiimanageabie state, with her captain an<i ])rinci]»al officers 
killed, lianled down her colours. The Yestale’s mizen-mast 
fell shortly afterwards ; fuid at that time another gun going 
off aculdentally, badly Avoui\ded in the slioulder Uentemint 
Georg<i Bowmen, wdio w^as the only licnitcnant on. l»oa.rd. 
British frigate commenced the action witli Kidmen and boys, 
and had four men. killed, and eighteen, including Lieutenant 
Bowen and .Francis W. Fane, inidshipTnan, Avonnded. Tlie 
Yesialo, out of 270 men, liad her captain, two ofTicei's, ,‘uul 
twenty-seven men killed, and tliirty-sevcn wounded. The 
Yestale’s fore and main-masts fell l>eforc she was fiilly in 
possession of the British; and being a wreck up<m an eiuiiny’s 
coast, and lee shore in a strong gale of wirid, t^'aptain Bowcu 
was unable to secure his piize. 13 le T<>rpsic}iore was with 
difficulty saved. The master of the 3'’erpsicliore, James 
Eldei*, was in charge of the prize, and haviiig a.nc]ior<‘d her, 
she rode out the gale during the Jiiglit. On the succeeding 
day, tJiG Terpsichore atteinpte<l to tow her off tlie land, but 
was unsuccessful, and the frigate, having all her crew on 
board, which it liad be.eii found iniposvsible to remove, w iis left 
another night in tli.e sjiino yj^edicament. The piisoners 
duiing the night rose upon the small prize ciew, and carried 

2 F 2 
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the skip into C-adiz. Tlie naval medal is grantfKl for this 
action. 

On the 19th of December, the 40-'gun frigate Muierve, 
Captain George (yockbiirn, bearing the broad pendant of 
Commodore Nelson, on her passage to Gibraltar, fell in with 
the Spanish frigates Bal)i]ria and Ceres. The 32-giTn frigate 
Blanche, Captain D’Arcy Preston, being in company with, the 
Mincr\- e, was ordered to attack the Ceres, while the Minei*vc 
stood for the largest of the two ships, which was the 40-gnn 
fj*igate Sal»ina. A.t lOh. 40 m. the IMinerve bronght the 
Biibina to action, mid engaged till Ih. 30m, p,M-, when the 
frigate, liaviiig liad her raizen-mast shot away, and ten men 
killed and forty-five wounded, surrendered. The Minerve 
liad one midshipman and six seamen Idlled, and Lieutenant 
Ja.mt;s Noble, the l)oatsA\"am, and thirty-two men wounded. 
'fh.e Blanclio forced the Ceres to haul down her colours, but 
was unable to take possession, owing to tlie ap}>roach of the 
Spanish frigates Matilda and Perla,. 

Tlie Sabjn.a was taken in tovv^ l>y the Mlnervo, and Lieu- 
tenants Jolni Cuiverhouse and Thomas M. Hardy, witli forty 
men, were put on lioard as a prize crew. At 41).. i».M. the 
Spanisli 3 1 -gun frigate IMatilda aj>]>roached the ^Minerve, 
u|x>n which she cast off the Sabina and cnmmence^l the action 
with tliis ship. The IMatilda Avonld have been, added to tlie 
Minerve’s trophies, liad not the approach of a Spanisli three- 
drx'ker and two Irigatt'S made it imperative upon tlm British 
frigate to jirovidci for her own safety, ’^riie Minorvo, on. the 
morning of the 20tb, was to leeward of the Bpaniards, and 
would, ill all probability, have been captured, liad not the 
Babina, on board whicdi sliip English t^oloiirs were hoisted 
over S]'>anis}i, suc(*eoiled in dniwing the whole squadron in 
chas<^. Tlio Spaniards contiuiied a nir.niing fire upon the 
iSaliina, liut couhl not imluce her to surrender un til the 
JMinerve -was out of roacli, when her fore ami niain-masts 
having falic.ui, the Sabina struck, and was taken possession of. 
Lieutenants Culveidiouse and Hm-dy wei'e taken to Oartha- 
gena, from \v hence they were soon after exehangejl, and 
rejoined the British fleet in time to coniTnunicate valuable 
iDforinafcion, and sliare in the glories of tlie 14th of February. 
The naval mediiil lias been awm'ded to the Minerve for this 
action. 
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Holland being iiiider the dominion of France, many 
cbanges took j)laco in tlie Hutcli colonies tliis year. Ooloiabo, 
in tlie island of Ceylon, was captui*ed by a Biitisb squadron, 
consisling of the 32~gun frigate IJeroino, Captain Alan H. 
Gardner ; lO-giin sloops Hattlesnake, Echo, and Swift, Com- 
manders E. flam age, A. Todd, and Jobii S. Itainier, witli 
traiLspoi'ts, &c., containing troo|»s under Colonel Stuart. 
The spice and merchandize, independent of the naval stores, 
were valued a.t £'300,000 sterling- On the 16th, Artd>oyiia 
suri-endered to an expe<litioii under Hear- Admiral IViter 
Ilainier ; and on the 8th of March, Bmida^ was taktai posses- 
sion of by the same squadron. 

On the 17th of August a Dutch squadron,^' commanded 
by Kear-Adrnji*al Duca^?, was captui*ed in Saldardia Bay 
b^^ a squadron undei* Vice-Admiral Sir George K.eith 
El] )hin stone. 

On the 24th of December, the 64-gun ship Foly}>hemus, 
Captain Go<j, Lumsdaine, captured the French oO-gun shi]) 
Justino a/rrnce (an-JlCtte^ having on board 600 troo])s and 
military stores. Beh>re she could be secured, liowever, a 
violent gale came on, in which she foiimlered witli all luinds. 
On the 31st the Polyplfcanns captured the French 40-gTin 
frigate Tortue, after a clifise of I'oio* liours and running 
action. 

* Each of the captain^ x)reseiit at the taking of Ainboyna and lijiTala 
received a« their share of jnize-money £15,000. 

“ Consisting of the following — 66-gnu ships Dordrecht and Kevolntie, 
51-gMri ship ‘Van Trom}>, 10-guii frigates Oasthor and Braavo ; iSirifaie, 
twenty -six ; Bellona, twenty four ; Havik, eighteen ; and Maria, sttire- 
ship. 
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On the 17tli of December, last year, a fleet of seventeen 
sail of the line, under Vice-Admiral Morard de Galles, with 
tliirteon frigates and some transports, smled from Brest, 
Having 17,500 troops on board, with the intention of landing 
on some part of the Irish coast, to assist the cause of the 
rel)ellion. General Iloche was commander-in-chief, having 
under him Grouchy and Humbert. On the 22nd, fifteen 
sail reached Bantry Bay, the Scduisant, seventy-four, having 
Ijoeii wrecked on the Stevenet Bock, in going out of Brest, 
and the Nestor, seventy-four, with three frigates, having 
parted company. A heavy gale got up on the 23rd, and 
blew with such increased violence oir the 25th, that the fleet 
sejuiratod. 

On the 1st of January, Bear- Admiral Bouvet, with six 
ships, returned to Brest. On the-iltJi, live more reached 
the same port ; and on the 13tli, four sail of the line also 
g<>t in. The 74-gun ship Droits de rHomine, Commodore 
l^a Crosse, however, continued to be bulleted about l>y heavy 
gales, until the 7th, when, having looked into Bantry Bay, 
and not linding any of the French fleet, he steered for Belle- 
Isle. 

On the 13th, at 3}i. 30m. p.m., Ushant bearing north-east, 
distant fifty leagues, two sail were discovered to leeward, 
Avlricli w'cre tht) 44-gun frigate Indelati gable, Ca])tain 8ir 
Edward Belle w, and 36-gLiu frigate Amazon, Captain Bo- 
bert C. Beynolds. At 4]i. 15m. the Indefatigable made out 
the stranger to be a ship of the line without a poop, and 
shortly afterwards her fore and main-top masts were seen to 
go over the side in a heavy squall. At oli. 30m., the 
Indelatigable, being seven or eight miles ahead o^’ the 
Amazon, closed with the disabled ship to windward, and 
excliangcd l)roadsides, both ships being off the wind. The 
Indefatigable then endeavoured to shoot ahead and rake 
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her ; hut the French ship luffed up, and attempted to Tun 
the Ixigate on board. This evolution, obliging the Indefati- 
gable to haul cdose to the wind, gave the Droits de rHoinme 
an. opportunity of bestowing upon the frigate a raking fire 
from her main-deck gims. Fortunately for the frigate, tlie 
sea ran so high, and the sills of the 7 4-gim ship’s lower-deck 
ports lieiiig a foot nearer to the water’s edge tlian in the 
genoi-ality of French ships of her class, the principal l.)iittery 
was rendered useless. 

At 6h. 45m. the Amazon arrived on the quaiter of the 
Frencli ship, within pistol-shot, and fired lier broadside ; 
but an attempt at raking was again evaded ; ami both 
frigates continued to engage on the same side until 7h. 30n)., 
when they ))assed ahead. At 8h. 30m., tlie frigates placed 
themselves one on each bow of the Droits de rHomme, 
leaking her vutli gi;eat effect, which tlie 74 could only return, 
by yawing occixsionally. At lOh, 30 rn. p.m., the mizonmast 
of the French sioip was cut away, on which the frigates took 
positions on either quarter of tlieir o]>poiient ; and the 
action continued, with the cxceptioii of a sh(,)rt interval, 
until 41). 2()m. a.m. ; when Lieutenant George Bell (2), of 
the Indefatigable, discovered the land, by the aid of a glimpse 
of moonlight, about two miles ahead, beaiing about north- 
east. The Indefatigable immediately hauled to tlie wind. 
The lieutenant had scai-cely reported the land to Sir Edward 
Pellew, when breakers were discovered on tiie lee bow. At 
daybreak, the land appearing close on tlio Indefatigable’s 
weather bow, and breakers to leewar<l, the shi]) wore to the 
southward. At 7h, a.m,, on tlie 14th, the Droits de rilorame 
was seen ashore, in Audieimo Bay, lying on lior liroadside, 
with a. tremendous surf breaking over her. The Indefa- 
tigable passed witluji a mile of her, without the possibility 
of rendering assistance, and^ at llh. A.M., with the utmost 
difUculty weathered the Penmarks, The Amaz(.)n was not 
so fbrturuate. Seeing the sigiial of her consort for danger, 
she stood to the northward, and in about half a/n lioui* aftt;r- 
war^s .struck on the rocks. The crew, with thci e.s:eeptiou 
of six men, were safely landed and made pidsone.rs. 

During the action the sea ran so high, that tlie crews of 
the frigatoKS were up to their knee.s in water on the main- 
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deck. The Iiidefatigahle ha<l four feet water in ilie 
hold, and her masts were badly wounded, Tlie Ainazon 
was nearly in the same state, and had expended all her 
cordage in roeviiig new rig,ging. The Indefatigable, out of 
330 men, liad her first lieutenant, Jolm Thompson, ami 
eighteen, including John M'd^erlie, inidslnpinan, Avotinded. 
Tlie Amazon, out of 2 GO, had three killed and fifteen 
wounded. The Droits de niommc, out of 1,300 men, had 
100 killed and loO wauuiderl, and the remainder of her crew, 
except abouti 200, miserably perished in endeavouring to 
reach tlie shm-e. Lieutenants Thompson and llo))ert B. iit- 
tlel»ales (<.)f tJie Amazon) were promoted to tluj rank of 
commander — tlie former January 30th, and the latter in 
Septeinb(n*. 'f liis action is distinguished by the grant of the 
naval mod ah 

On the 28tli of January, a homewai*d-bound scjuadroii 
of five or six H.L.I.O. ships, consisting of the Woodford, 
Ocean, O^aunton Castle, Cajiton, and Boddam, Oaptjiins 
Charles Lennox, Andrew Patton, Edwjird Stndd, Abel Yy- 
vyan, and (icoi'ge Palmer, l>eing oil’ tlie east end of Java, 
fell in with a Prench s<juadroTi of six frigates under B(;;ar- 
Aduiirnl ^ercoy. Fortunately, how'iver, Captain Ijcnnox’s 
squadron exlnbited so bohl an a])pearaneo, tliat the Forte, 
•vvliit.'li had boro u]) to r(^c(:)unoitre, ])rononnced it to be (‘<,>m~ 
posed of two line-of-battle ships and four frigates, and in 
(•ousequence, M. Sercey crowd(Ml all sail, and left fihe luer- 
chant ships to pursue their way. 

( )n the 31st of* January, the 32-gun frigate Andromache, 
Ca]>tain John ]VI. Mansfield, having run far aliead of a 
s<jiiadron of frigates, under Lord (Jarlies, in the Lively, 
cruising off Tangiers, came up with a frigate, wliich, on 
heing hailed, answered in 8|>ariish, and the Andromaclio 
then o}>ened fire. After forty mimites’ close action, tlio 
strang(.a', Jiaving failed in several attempts to boiird, in 
which slio lost a great many men, hauled down her coh/tirs. 
She proved to be an Algerine, about the same force as the 
Androinaclie, and had taken the latter for a Portuguese 
f\*igate. Th(^ British ship had three men killed and six 
wounded. The Algerine’s loss amounted to sixty-six killed 
and fifty w'ounded. 
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Sir John Jervis sailed from the Tagus, on the 18tli of 
January ; and, being reinforced on tlie 6th of Febniaiy by 
five ships from England, his fleet consisted of the follow- 
ing 


Guns. Ships. 

Yictoiy . . . 

Britannia . . . 


100 


98 


74 


64 


32 


Barflenr . . . . , 

Prince George 

lyenheim ..... 
LNamur ... .. 

Captain ... . .. 

Goliath ..... 

Excellent . .... 

Orion ....... 

Coloyisiis . . . . , 

Eginont ..... 

Culloden . . . . . 

C Irresistible . . . 
liadem . . . , . 


18 

Cutter 


I Lively 

ISTiger 

Southampton . . . 
j Bonne Citoyerine 

j Kaven . . 

Fox 


( Admiral Sir J. Jeivis, K.B. (Idue) 

< Captain Ilobert Calder 
( ,, George G rey 

Yice-Adm. C^as. Tlioinpson (blue) 
Captain Thomas F oley 
Vice- A dm. Hon. VV. Waldegravo (blue) 
Captain J. lUctiard Dacres 
Rear “Adin. William I’arker (red) 
Captain John Irwin 

,, Thoniris Lenox Frederick 

„ Jamea Hawkins Whitshed 

! CV)minodpre Horatio Nelson 
Captain Ralph Willett Miller 
,, Sir G. H. Knowles, Bart. 

Cuthbert Collingwood 
„ Sir Janies Saumarez 

,, George Murray 

,, John Sutton ^ 

,, Thomas Troubridge 

, , George Martin 

,, George Henry To wry 

Frigates. 

Captain Ijord Gaiiies 
„ Edward James Foote 

,, Janies Macnamara 

Commander Charles Lindsay 
„ William Pmwse 
Lieutenant Jolm Gibson 


On the 13th of Febrnaiy, the Mincvve, Cajitain George 
Cockburn, liaving on board Sir Gilbert ILlliott, the ex- 
viceroy of Corsica, and Commodore IsTelsoii, joined the fleet, 
with intelligence that, on the 1 1th, tlie Miiierve had been 
chased by the Spanish fleet, and before dark the signal-guns 
of the Spanish fleet were heard. At 2h. 30m. A.M., on the 
1 4th of Februajy, the Carlotta, a Portuguese frigate, com- 
manded by Cajitain Campbell (a native of Scotland, Init 
bearing a Portuguese commission), brought information that 
the Spanish fleet was then about five leagues to windwfird ; 
and at 6h. 30m., the following fleet, commanded by Don 
Josef de Cordova, hove in sight : — 
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Guns. Ships. Guns. Ships. 

130 Santisima Trinidad (flag) C Glorioso 

" Concepcion Orient© 

Conde de Begla Belayo 

--rt Mexicano San Antonio 

' Principe de Asturias San Domingo 

Salvador 'del Mundo San Prancisco d© Paula 

, San Josef 74 i San Genaro 

Neptuno San Ildefonso 

^ i San Nicolas San Juan Nepomuceno 

I Atalante San Pablo 

yj. Bahama San Ysidro 

* S Conquistador Soberano 

( Firm© (.Terrible 

Twelve frigates and one brig. 

The British fleet, in two di\dsions, was standing close- 
hauled on the starboard tack, with the wind at west by 
south. At 8h. Cape St. Vincent bore east by north, distant 
about eight leagues. The mommg was hazy with a light 
breeze. At lOli., the Culloden, Blenheim, Prince George, 
Colossus, Irresistible, and Orion were ordered to cha,se in 
tire soxith-west, and accordingly made sail ; but just before 
llh., the fog clearing away discovered to the British admiral 
the whole force of the enemy. 





THE BRITISH HAVY. 


44S 


The state of the Spanish fleet at this time w^e have en- 
deavoured to illustrate by the foregoing diagram. It Avill 
be observed, that the weather division of the enemy was 
endeavouring to ciFect a junction -wath the six ships to lee- 
ward on the larboard tack, which six ships the Bi*itish 
admiral determined, if possible, to cut off. The Tiritish 
chasing sMps, therefore, were recalled ; and the lino fomed 
as most convenient, close-hauled on the starboard tack. 
The Spanish admiral finding, as he advanced, that, by per- 
severing in his plan of joining his lee division, he must, 
with his fieet in great disorder, attack the British fleet, 
approaching in a well-formed and compact line, gave up liis 
intention ; and wore round on the larboard tack, steeling 
about three or four points off the wind j two three-deckers 
and one 7 4 -gun ship only joining the six detached ships. 
At llh. 30m., the British fleet, formed thus — Culloden, 
Blenheim (rather to windward), Piinco George, Orion, Co- 
lossus (to windward), Irresistible, Yictory, Eginont, Goliath, 
Barfleiir, Britannia, Namur, Captain, Diadem, Excellent — • 
hoisted their colours, and in a few minutes afteiVards the 
signal to engage liaving been made, the Culloden opened her 
starboard broadside t][|¥>n the Spanish weather division, as did 
also the Blenheim and Prince George (distantly), receiving 
in i*eturn the fire of the Spanish ships. At about ten 
minutes past noon, the Culloden liaving past the rearmost 
ship, tacked per signal. The Blenheim, Prince George, and 
Orion, about six minutes intervening between each, followed 
the Culloden. 

The Spanish lee division, by continuing to stand on the 
larboard tack, had by this time neared the Britisli line, and 
now opened fire upon it, by which the Colossus sustained much 
damage, and while in the act of going about, had her fore- 
yard and fore-topmast shot away ; iu consecpience of which 
she missed stays, and was obliged to wear. Being thus 
thrown to leeward of the line, tlie Colossus beemne for a 
time closely engaged with the leading SpaniBli three-decker ; 
but^thc gallant conduct of the Orion, which ship backed her 
inaintopsail to cover the crippled shi}), preserved her from 
further molestation, and the ColoSvSiiS fell to leeward, and 
was subsequently taken in tow by the Miiierve. At about 
i2h, 30m., the leading ship of the lee division, supposed to 
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have Ibeen the Pniieipe de Asturias, hearing a vice-admiral’s 
flag, attempted to cut the line ahead or astern of the 
Victory j but that ship poured so tremendous a fire into the 
Spanish three-decker, that she tacked in great confusion. 
Tlio Victory then backed her inizen-topsail, axid fired several 
destructive raking broadsides ; so that the whole division 
gave up their plan of cutting the British line, wore round, 
and bore up ; one ship, however, continued on the larboard 
tack^ and passing tojeeward, and astern of the British fleet, 
succeeded in joining the division to windward. At 12h. 45m, 
the Victory taclced, and at that time the following may be 
considered as pretty neai*ly the position of the two‘ fleets. 


VIC 


^ CLEM. 


SP. WEATHEP D.IVI5I0M. 

O- ' 

O- 


i;r>- o- ^ ^ 

O r— c:>- 




\> 


al>.L»-irL->IV/SION. ^V\ 

^ Vi. C0L05SUS. 






At about 111, p.M., the Spanish admiral, in the weather 
division, bore up to join the ships to leeward, which design 
being obsei-ved by Commodore Nelson, lie immediately gave 
directions to Captain Miller to wear the ship ; and this 
being done, slie passed betw^een the Diadem and Excellent, 
and closed the British van. We may here remai'k, that, 
although no signal was made to wazTant this rnovemenift of 
,,the commodore’s, his position in the rear of the line enabled 
him to observe morfi clearly the design of the Spanish 
admiral. The time wdiich must, unavoidably, have been lost 
in o})taining the admiral’s permission would have proved 
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fatal to the execution of Ids manoenvi'e. If the responsibility 
was great on his part, therefore, was the necessity, and 
the result was such as fully to justify his disregard of the 
formalities of the service. 



The Spanish admiral, thus promptly met, agai n htuiled u|>. 
The Ciiptain overtook and gallantiy engaged tlie Sanfcisima 
Trinidad ; but Ixiing relieved by the Culloden from the fire 
of the four-decker, the commodore pushed on iu searcli of 
another opponent. As fresh ships ariaved up to the support 
of . the engaged ships, the action became more g(?neru[ ; 
{Hid two of the Spanish 74-gun ships, San Ysidro and the 
Salpidor, being in a disabled state, fb'opped astern ; and 
after juuch cannonading, surrendered, and were taken in tow 
by the Diadem and Lively. The Excellent, at 2h. 30m., 
arrived abreast of the Salvador del Mundo, and eng^iged her 
for a short time ; but crossing her bows, Colling wood passed 
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cflci to tlie support of Nelson, tiien in the tliickest of the fire, 
and engaging the San N|colas. The Excellent nobly passed 
between these two opponents, thereby giving the Captain 
an oppoi’tunity of replenishing her shot- lockers. At about 
3L 20m., the Excellent, having fired her broadside into the 
San Nicolas within less than pistol-shot distance, made sail 
ahead, leaving the Ca])tain to deal with that ship, while she 
sought a fresh opponent. The San Nicolas, in luffing up to 
avoid tlie Excellent’s fire, ran foul of the San- Josef, which 
ship w'as also much shattered, and had lost her mizeninast in 
her engagement with the Prince George and other ships. 
No sooner had the Excellent shot clear of the San Nicolas, 

than the Captain recom- 
menced firing ; but her 
fore-topmast having fal- 
len, and the ship being 
otherwise in a crippled 
state, it soon became eri- 
dent that, unless some- 
tldiig were done, the 
Captain must drop astern 
of the Spanish fleet, and 
lose the reward of her 
labours. Nelson there- 
fore determined to board 
bis immediate opponent, 
the San Nicolas, and 
orders being given to 
starboard the helm, the 
Ca})tain ran foul of the 
Sj)anis]i sliip, ^vith lior 
larboard cathead striking 
the starboard quarter of 
the enemy, and her spritsail-yard hooking the mizeri-rigging. 

The boarding is vigorously described in Nelson’s letter. 

The soldiers of the 69th ” (doing duty as marines), with 
an alacrity which will ever do them credit, and Lieute«.ant 
Pearson, of the same regiment, were almost the foremost on 
this serviee. Tlie first man who jumped into the enemy’s 
mizen-chains was Captain Berry, late my first lieutenant 
(Captain Miller was in the very act of going also, but I 
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directed Hm to remain) ; he was supported from oiir sprit- 
sail-yard, which hooked in the niizen-rigging. A soldier of 
the 69th regiment having broken the upper quarter-gallery 
window, I, jumped in myself, and was followed by others as 
fast as possible. I found the cabin-doors fastened, and some 
Spanish officers fired their pistols ; but having broken open 
the doors, the soldiers fired, and the Spanish brigadier (com- 
modore with a distinguislnng pendant) fell as he was retreat- 
ing to the quarter-deck. I pushed onwards immediately for 
the quaiter-deck, where I found Captain Berry in possession 
of the poop, and the Spanish ensign hauling down. I passed 
with my people and Lieutenant Pearson along the larboard 
gangway to the forecastle, where I met two or thriic Spanish 
officers, prisoners to my seamen ; they delivered me their 
swords. A fire of pistols or muskets oj)ening from the ad- 
miral’s stern-gallery of the San Josef, I directed the soldiers 
to fire into her stem; and, calling to Captain Mi llei', ordered 
him to send, more men into the San Nicolas, and directed my 
]>eople to board the first-rate, which was done in an instant, 
Captain Berry assisting me into the main-chains. At this 
moment a Spanish officer looked over the (piarter-deck rail, 
and said they suiTende»ed. Prom this most welcome intel- 
ligence it was not long before I was on the quarter-deck ; 
when tht) Spanish captain, with a bow, presen ttjd mo liis 
sword, and said the admiral was dying of his wounds. I 
asked him on his honour if the ship was snri'endered. He 
declared .she w^as ; on which I gave liim my hand, and 
desired him to call on liis otficei-s and ship’s company, and 
tell them of it, which he did ; and on the quarter-deck of a 
Spanish Jirst-iate, extravagant as the story may soeni, did I 
receive the swordvS of the vanquished Spaniards, which as 1 
received 1 gave to WilUani Feaniey, one of my bargemen, 
Avho put them with the greatest smvj-froid under his arm. 
I was surrounded by Cajitain Berry, Lieutenant Pearson (of 
the 69th), John Sykes, John Thompson, Francis Cook — all 
old Agamemnon — and several other brave men, sailors and 
soldiers. Thus fell these two ships.” 

The Excellent, after quitting the San Nicolas, placed her- 
self alongside tlie Santisima Trinidad, already engaged by 

‘ Lieutenant JaineB Noble, likewise an '‘old Agamenmon” and 
faithful follower of Nelson, ably assisted in boarding tlie Ban Nicolas. 
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Orion and Irresistible- Tlio four-decker must also Lave been 
added to the trophies of the day, as her fore and mizeii- 
masts were gone and her guns dienced j but, fortunately for 
her, the Spanish lee division coming up on the larboard tack, 
and four other ships bearing down to her support, she was 
rescued. It is stated that this ship actually struck to the 
Orion, and hoisted English coloui*s. The Victory, at 31 l 50m., 
made the signal to bring-to, in order to cover the piizes and 
disabled ships, and to form a line in the Victory’s wake. At 
4h. 50m. the Britannia,, Orion, and some other ships, ex- 
changed broadsides with tlie Spanish fleet ; but at 5ii. p.m. 
all firing ceased. 

The llritisli fleet — witli the exception of the Captain, Blen- 
heim, and Culloden— sustained little damage in their masts and 
rigging. The ships most actively engaged in this celebrated 
action are pretty correctly pointed out in tlie subjoined list 
of killed and wounded. We have abstained from giving the 
credit to any slii[) in particular of making a prize of any of 
tlie captured ships. A 1 though this or that ship might have 
struck to any individual ship, it does not follow that the 
prize in question is due to that sliip. ITie credit of capturing 
the San Ysidro lias been awarded to the Excellent, whereas 
the Excellent had l(^s^s to do in obliging that sliij) to .sur- 
render than eitlier the Culloden or tlie Blenheim. It is also 
said that the Saiitisima Tiinidad hauled dowii lier colours to 
the Orion ; but, admitting thi.s, the Orion’s list of w'ounded — - 
killed she had none — aftbi tls a clear proof it was not to tlie 
fire of that ship that tlio surrender was attrilmtable. As 
well might we claim for Nelson the capture of the Sau Josef, 
wliieli he in his own letter does not claim. The Bpanisli 
prizes were tlie pi-izes to the fleet generally ; but especially 
to the Cajitain, Culloden, Blenheim, Excellent, Prince George, 
Irresistible, &c. Not that by this selection we mean to 
deny credit to all the ships of the fleet : tlie positions of the 
oilier sliips alone prevented them from taking an equally 
prominent paH with, those wliicli did get into action. Had 
not the Oaptaiii wore out of the line, that ship vroul^ pro- 
bably, like other shij)s near her, have been prevented from 
getting into the action. 

The killed and wounded were as follows — 
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Ships. 

Kiiled. 

Wounded. 

Fir-st Lieutenants. 

CuUoden . * 

10 

47 

Anselm J. Griffiths 

Blenhfii'm 

12 

49 

Kobert Campbell 
llobert Williams 

iVince OeoTge 

8 

7 

Orion 


9 

John Luce 

Colossus 

— 

5 

Kichard Prater 

IiTcsistiblo ...... . . . . 

5 

14 

William Bevians 

Victory 

1 

5 

Hugh Bownman 

George Burdett 

Joseph L. Popham 

John Bligh 

Valentine Collai’d 

Bgmont 



Ooliath 



8 

Barfieur 



7 

Britannia 


1 

Namur ............ 

2 

5 

James Nash 

Captain 

25 

56 

Peter Spicer 

H. E B. Baker 

Biadem 


2 

Excellent 

11 

12 

John \lGTtiiner 



74 

227 



Offi-cei's killed and wounded : — Ciilloden : Lieutenant of 
marines George A. Li vingstone, killed. Blenlieim : Lieu- 
tenant K. Libby, Mate J. Moxon, and J arnes Peacock, boat- 
swain, wounded. OriSn : Thomas M.ansel, midshipman, 
wounded. Irresistible : Lieutenant A. Thompson, Midship- 
men W. Balfour and H. McKinnon, wounded. Captain ; 
Major William Korris, marines, J aiues Goodench, mids}uj)man, 
killed ; and Commodore Kelson, — Carrington, boatswain, 
and Thomas Lund, midshipman, wounded. Excellent : Peter 
Peifers, boatswain, killed ; and Mato E. A. Down, wounded. 

Many of the enemy’s ships suherod materially ; among 
the number were the Santisima Trinidail, the Principe de 
A.sturias, and the Conde de Begla. I’he Salvador lost her top- 
masts, and had 100 killed and wounded; San Ysidro also 
lost her topmasts, twenty-nine killed and sixty-foiu" wounded ; 
San Josef lost mizenmast and main-to|)mast, and 140 killed 
and wounded; San Nicolas the fore-topmast, and 140 killed 
and sixty wounded. The Santisima is reported to have had 
200 killed and wounded. 

On the 15th, at break of day, the two fleets were in sight 
of each other, and in the afternoon the Spanish fleet bore 
down, as if inclined to renew the action ; but no sooner had 
the British made a disposition to receive an attack, than 
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they hauled up again. On the 16th, the Biitisli fleet and 
prizes anchored in Lagos Bay, where the prisoners (about 
3,000) were landed ; and on the 2Sth, the fleet and prizes 
arrived at Lisbon. Sir John Jervis was created a peer, by 
the title of Baron Jervis, of Meaford, and earl of St. Vincent, 
with a pension of £3,000 per annum.^ Vice-Admiral Thomp- 
son and Bear- Admiral Parker wei^e created baronets ; and 
Vice-Admiral tlife lion. W. Waldegrave was rewarded by a 
lucrative appointment. Commodore Nelson, who was not 
mentioned in Sir John Jervis’s letter, was made a knight of 
the Bath. 

On the 17th of February, the island of Trinidad surren- 
dered to a British squadron, consisting of the undermentioned 
ships : — 

Guns. Ships. 

98 Prince of Wales . , 

i Bellona „ George Wilson 

74 < Vengeance ,, Thomas M. Russell 

( Invincible „ William Cayley 

61 %npio „ Charles B. Bavers 

Frigates: — ^Arethusa, Alarm ; sloops — Favourite, Zebra, Zephyr, Thom, 
and Victorieuse ; and Ter^'or, bomb. 

The troops were under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir llalpli Abercromby. On the approach of the 
British squadron, four Spanish sail of the line and one 
frigate, lying in Sliaggaramits Bay, were set on fire by their 
own ci*ews, and, excepting the 74-guii ship San Damaso, 
were destroyed. The latter was taken unresisting possession 
of by the boats of the British squadron. 

On the 22 nd of Febmary, a French frigate squadron 
anchored in Fisgard Bay, on the Welsh coast, where they 
landed about 1,200 men, principally galley-slaves, who 
were, liowev^er, quickly made prisoners by a body of mijith^., 
under Ijord Cawdor. The French 40-giin frigat(i Kesistance, 
Captain Laroque, and 22-gun corvette Constance, returning 
from the abovenamed service, were fallen in Avith off Brest 

by the British 3 S-guii frigate Ban Fioreiiza, an<l 33-guii 

>■ 

* The naval medal was conferred upon the .survivors of this action in 
June, 1847 ; but a private metlal was distributed by Earl Bfc. Vincent 
*Unong a number of his followers, in commemoration of the service* 


Rear-Admiral John Harvey 
Captain John Harvey 
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frigate Nymphe, Oaptaina Sir Harry B. Neale and John 
Cook, and after a running fight of short duration, both the 
French shipKS surrendered. The 7 4-gun ship Robust, and 
32-gun frigate Triton, hove in sight at the conclusion of the 
action. This is a naval medal action. 

On the ist of March, the 32 -gun frigate Terpsichox'e, 
Captain Richard Bowen, discovered the Santisima Trinidad 
off Cadiz in a clismasted state, and instantly closed her ; and 
at lOh. A,M., in a 32-gun frigate, and alone, Captam Bowen 
brought this large ship to action, and continued to harass 
her until midnight, when she liauled off to repair damages 
and fill powder. On the 2nd, Admiinl Cordova, with twelve 
sail, hove in sight, and the Terpsichore made sail for Tangier 
Bay. 

On the 13tli of March, the 14-gun cutter Viper, Lieutenant 
John Pengelly, captured off Gibraltar, after a smart action, 
the Spanish 10-gun piivatecr brig Piteous Virgin Mary. 
The Viper sustained no loss, but her opponent had one man 
killed, one mortally, and six badly wounded. 

On the 22nd of March, the boats of the 32-gun frigate 
Hermione, Captain Hugh Pigot, were sent away in charge of 
Lieutenants David Resd and John Douglas, for the juirpose 
of cutting out a brig and .several smaller vessels observed at 
anchor in .sl ioi'e, between the islands of Zticcheo and Porto Rico. 
The frigate anchoring within half a mile of a small battery 
quickly silenced its fire ; but the l>oats were still met by a 
formidable resistance from the crews of the three French 
pTTvateers, which tliey attacked. Tlie pri vateers, with their 
prizes, were all taken and destroyed, and the guns of the 
battery, on the following day, were dismounted and spiked. 
No loss was siistained in the frigate’s boats. 

On the 1st of April, the 18-gun ship Hazard, Coniinander 
Alexander Ruddach, captured, after a seven-hours’ chase, off 
the coast of Ireland, the French 18-gun brig privateer 
Hardi : the brig lost her topmasts in the chase. On the 
2nd of December previously, the Hazard, under the sanui 
commander, captured the 22-guii privateer ship Musette, 
whicii had a crew of 150 men. For the above good services 
Commander Ruddach was promoted. 

On the night of the Gth of April, the boats of the Magi- 
cionne and Rcgulus, Captains William H. Ricketts and 

2 G 2 
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William Oarthew, imder the orders of Lieutenants John 
F. Maples and Alexander M‘Beath, first of their respective 
ships, assisted by Charles Cheshire and James Bead, masters, 
lieutenants of marines Philip and Perry, and George Frazer, 
John J ordain, surgeon> and Abmham Adams, purser, entered 
the harbour of Cape Roxo (St. Domingo), the grand resort 
for French privateers, and receptacle for their prizes. In a 
short sx^ace of time thirteen square-rigged vessels wej:e cap- 
tured or destroyed, being aH in the X)ort exce|)t one Danish 
ship. Two 2-gun batteiies intended for the protection of 
the harbour were also destroyed, and the service was effected 
without the loss of a man on the part of the British. 

On the 16th of April, the French 36-gun frigate Hermione 
was driven on shore and destroyed about four miles to west- 
ward of Jean Babel, St. Domingo, by the squadi'on of Yice- 
Admiral Hyde Parker. Having obtained information 
respecting several privateers and tlieir prizes, which had 
bem carried into Port au Paix and the harbour of Jean 
Babel, an expedition was framed, and intrusted to Captain 
Hugh Pigot, of the British 32-gnn frigate Hermione, having 
under his orders the fiigates Quebec and Mermaid, Ca}>tains 
John Cooke and Bobeit W. Otway; l/rig Drake, Commander 
John Perkius ; and cutter Penelope, Lieutenant Daniel 
Btirdwood. On the 2()th of Apiil, the squadron de|>artcd 
on the enterprise, and having reached within twor miles of 
the vessels to be attacked, the boats of the sliips put off, and 
by 4h. A.M. of the 21st, nine vessels (one sliq), three brigs, 
three schooners, and two sloox>s) were seen, standing out 
with the land-breeze for the squadron. So well had the 
seiTice been performed, that not a man in the boats was 
hurt ; but no mention is made of the names of the officers 
employed on this occasion. 

On tlie 26th of A])ril, the Irresistible, Gaj)tain George 
^Martin, and Emerald, Captain Y. C. Berkeley, chased the 
Sx)anish frigates Santa Elena and I^infa into Conil Bay, near 
Trafalgar ; and after a sinart action the Santa Elena was 
sunk, and the Ninfa cai)tured. The Ninfa was added tq the 
British navy under the name of Hamfidryad. 

On the 29th of May, Lieutenants Thoraa.s Mastermaii 
Hardy, of the Minerve, andLoftus O. Bland, Uai'iy Hopkins, 
and John Bushby, and Lieutenant Robert Bulkeley (of the 
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mariixes), belonging to the Lively ; with Lieiiteixants William 
Hall Gage and Tliomas James Maling, also of the Miriarve* 
gallantly boarded and carried the French national 14-gtui 
brig Miitine, lying in the roads of Santa Cruz, Teneriife. 
The prize was brought out, notwithstanding a heavy hre 
from the batteiies and troops on the beach, and Irom a large 
ship also in the road. In this well-conducted attack, Lieu- 
tenant Hardy and fifteen men, including John Edgar, 
midshipman, wei-e wounded. Lieutenant Hardy was de- 
seiwedly promoted, and the command of the brig ooijiferred 
upon him. The naval medal has been awarded to those 
present in the boats on this occasion. 

The fleet, under Earl St. Vincent, continued to blockade 
the Spanish fleet in Cadiz, with Hear- Admiral Sir Horatio 
Helson, K.B., in charge of the in-shore scpiadron. On the 
3rd of July, Sir Horatio was intrusted with the command 
of the launches and barges of the fleet, together with the 
Thunder inortar-veKSsel, Lieutenant John Gouiiy, in order Ao 
bombard the town, and ten sail of the line at anchor in the 
harbour. At night, the whole proceeded, and the Thunder, 
having anchored near tlie town of San Sebastian, commenced 
throwing shells with iitucli precision ; but her 13-inch mortar 
being after a short time rendered unserviceable, it was found 
necessary to remove her. Ho sooner di<l the Thunder retreat, 
than a number of Spanish gunboats, under the orders of 
Don Miguel Tyrason, pushed out to attack the British boats, 
Nelson’s barge in the melee became immediately opposed to 
tliat of the Spanish commodore, and a most vigorous fight 
took place ; but at length, eighteen of the crew of the 
Spanish boat being killed, and nearly all the rest wounded, 
the launch was captured. The Spaniards retreated, pursued 
by the British j and in the course of the conflict, two mortar- 
boats iilso fell into their hands. The following officers were 
wounded in tlus skirmish — Captain T. F. Fremantle; lieu- 
tenants William Selby, John Bow'e, and Gregory Grant ; 
Hugh Pearson, master’s mate ; and Eobert Tooley, midship- 
maiy nor must we forget John Sykes, ^ Sir Hox'atio’s coxswain, 

* Jolin Sykes was shortly afterwards made gunner of the Andromache, 
with a view to his further promotion ; but he was mortally wounded on 
the Ist May, 1798, by the bursting of a guiu 
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whoy at the expense of a severe wound in the head, saved the 
life of his admiral. 

A second bombardment took place on the 5th ; the 
Btrornboii, Teiror, and Thunder, mortar-vessels, whiibh were 
most judiciously placed by Mr. John Jackson, master of the 
Ville de Paris, covered by the Theseus, and Terpsichore, and 
Emerald frigates, proceeded on this seiwiee, and considerable 
execution was done in the town. The loss on this occasion 
was throe men killed and twenty wounded. Among the 
odicei-s wei'e Lieutenants John Collins and John Hornsey, 
Captain of maiines Thomas Oldfield, and John Collier and 
John Steplienson, midshipmen. 

On the 16th of July, a frigate squadron, under Commo- 
dore Sir John Warren, drove ashore the French 28-gun 
frigate Calliope, in A.udierne Bay. Hie 18-gun brig Sylph, 
Coinniander John C. White, then stood close in, and opened 
so eiiective a fire upon the frigate, tliat, on the following day, 
the latter went to pieces. Several vessels, under con voy of the 
Calliope, were taken and burnt by the squadron. The Sylph 
had five seamen and one marine wounded by the hre of the 
Ca]lio[)e. Captain Wliite, in the Sylpli, also distinguished 
himself greatly on the 11th of AugiVSt following, when he 
.anchored liis brig witldn a mile of Sable d’Olonne, and 
opened hre upon a eoivetto and gun-brig at anchor in the 
roads. The ’Pomono and Jason joining the Sylph shortly 
afterwards, the French vessels cut their cables, and ran for 
the liver, at the entrance of which the gun-brig sank. The 
Sylph, on this occasion, had Henry Wrickson, master’s mate, 
and one seaman killed, and two wounded. 

On the 20th of July, the following ships, destined for the 
attack of vSanta Cruz, Teneiifl'e, under the orders of Sir 
Horatio ISTelson, arrived off the island: — 

j Rear-Admiral Sir H. JSTelaon, K.B. 
j Captain Ralph W. Miller 
„ Tbos. Troubriclge 
,, Samuel Hood 
„ Thos. Frans, SVemantle 

„ John Waller 

,, Richard Bowen 
Lieutenant John Gibson 
Mortar-boat. 


Guns. Ships. 
Thoseus . . 

Culloden , . 
Zealous . . 
38 Seahorse . . 
36 Emerald . . 
32 Terpsichore 
Cutter Fox 
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Oil tlio 24tji, the squadron was increased by the arrival 
of Captain Thomas B. Thompson, in the 6'0*'gun ship 
Leander. After some previous disappointment, on the 2ot}i, 
at llh. P;M., nearly 700 seamen and maa-iiies embarked in 
the boats of the squadron, 180 on board the FoXj and 
seventy-five in a captured boat, to wliich was added a 
detaclmient of royal artillery ; making the whole for 30 
amount to near 1,100 men. Tliese, commanded by Nelsi>n 
in person, quitted the ships at Ih. 30m- A.M., and pulled in 
for the town. Wlien the boats, in which were Captains 
Fremantle and Bowen, had reached within half gun-shot of 
the mole-head, the alarm was given, and forty pieces of 
cannon opened at once on the Biltish. The Fox was stiTick 
by a large shot, and instantly sank ; arid ninety-seven 
men on board her perished. Sir Horatio, just as his boat 
touched the shore, was struck by a shot on the elbow, as he 
was in the act of drawing his sword ; and being thus com- 
pletely dis£i^ed, he immediately taken on l:)oard his 
ship by the two or three men^ that remained in her, the rest 
having landed. Seven men were drowned in the boat of 
Captain Bowen, which wfis sunk by a shot from the Ibrts. 
But, notwithstanding fi.ll opposition, the landing was elTectecl, 
and the mole-head, defended by 400 men and six 24-poundei*s, 
was eventually .stormed and carried. Having spiked tlie 
guns on. the mole, the order was given to advance; but tlie 
fire of musketry and grape fi*om the citadel and hou.seh 
flaiildng the mole, was so destructive, that very few of those 
gallant fellows escaped. Among those wlio fell was Captain 
Bichard Bowen, who, together with liis first lieutenant, 
George Thorpe, met a glorious death. 

Ca}>tain Tro abridge, having missed the inole-liead, landed 
to the southward of the citadel; and Captain Waller, with 
several boats?, landed at the same time ; hnt the heavy surf^ 
which broke on the beach, induced many to retum to their 
ship.s, wliile tlif)se who reached tlie shore had their ammu- 
nition wetted and spoiled. Captains Troubrklge and Waller, 

* fine of the men, named John Lovell, and who died (1849) a pensioner 
of Greenwich Hospital, taking his own siiirt from his back, tore it into 
strips, to l7ai).dage Sir Hora-tio’w shattered arm. This fcwk he performed 
with much care, and probably by these means pre\^ented the hero from 
losing 80 much blood as ho would otherwise have done. 
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with sucli men as coiild be mustered, advanced to the Prado 
—the appointed place of rendezvous ; but not finding the 
jidmiral and the other officei’s and men there, Troiibridge 
sent a sergeant to summon the citadel to surrender; but the 
sergeant was supposed to have been shot on his i^etmn. 
Having lost the scaling-ladders in the surf, an attack was 
impracticable, and Ca}>tain Troubridge therefore marched to 
the south-west, to meet Captains Hood and Miller. At day- 
break the survivors amounted to 340 men only, and finding 
every street defended by artillery, and a force of 8,000 men 
advancing, Captain Troubridge proposed to the governor 
that the British should re-embark with their arms, in which 
case he engaged that the squadron should not further attack 
the town, nor molest any one of the Canary Islands. These 
terms having been acceded to, the governor gave permission 
to the British admiral to purchase such provisions as were 
required. Tlie loss amounted to Cai)tain Richard Bowen, 
Lieutenants John W eatherhead, George Thi^pe, William 
Earrishaw, and J ohn Gibson ; Lieutenants of marines Eaby 
Robinson and William Basham ; twenty-three seamen and 
foui’teen marines killed. Rear-Admiral Nelson (right arm 
amputated), Captains Thomas F. FremO'Utle and Thomas B. 
Thompson, Lieutenant John Douglas, Midshipman Robert 
Watts, eighty -five seamen and fifteen marines, wounded; 
ninety- seven drowned and five missing: total, 141 killed and 
drowned, 105 wounded, and five missing. 

On the 10th of August, the French corvette Gaiete, of 
twenty long 8-poiinders tind 186 men, was captured in 
lat. 30° 50' N., long. 55^ 50' W., by the 38-gun frigate Are- 
thusa, Captain Thomas Wolley. The Gai6te made no efioH 
to escape from the frigate, but on the contrary, engaged her 
ncai’ly half an hour, sustaining a loss of two men killed and 
tught wounded. The Arethusa had one seaman killed, and 
the captaiifs clerk (with the loss of a leg) and two men 
wounded. The Gaiete was a fine .ship of 514 tons, and a 
valuable a<lditioii to the British na\y. 

On the 15th of August, the 6-gun schooner Alexandrian, 
Lieutenant William W. Senhouse, tender to tlie flag-ship at 
Martinique, being on a cruise in search of privateers, cap- 
tured, alter a spirited action, the French privateer schooner 
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Coq, of rfx guns and thirty-four men, and the same evenihg 
chased and engaged a second, which esciaped. On the 4th of 
October, in the forenoon, the Alexandrian being off Baj> 
badoes, engaged the French privateer Epicharis, of eight 
gims and seventy-four men, and after 50m. compelled her to 
surrender. The Alexandrian, out of her crew of forty men, 
had one killed and four wounded; and the Epicharis, four 
killed and twelve severely wounded. 

On the 21st of August, early in the morning, the 9-pounde^ 
16-gun brig Penguin, Commander John King Pulling 
cruising between XJshant and Scilly, discovered right ahe;xd 
two armed brigs standing towards her. The Penguin was 
on the larbbard tack, having a strong breeze of wind from 
the eastward, accompanied by a heavy sea. The strangers, 
having arrived about a mile on the weather beam of the 
Penguin, at 9h. A.M., bore up for her, the headmost having 
English colours flying. Ca].>tain Pulling discovering the 
cliaracter of the strangens, the Penguin opened fire upon 
them as they neared, which was so well directed that the 
brigs appeared inclined to relinquish the attack, and haitled 
to the wind on the starbofird taclc. The Penguin immediately 
wore, and, having taWn ux> position to leeward of the brigs, 
engtiged them with such eflect, that at 9h, 4oia. iilie stern- 
most hauled down her col ora’s, and hove to. The sea was 
running so high tliat it was found impracticable to take 
j>osse.ssion of the. prize; and, as the larger brig of the two 
w£is observed endeavouring to escaj^e, tho Penguin made sail 
in chase of her. Captain Pulling succeeded in bi iiiging tliis 
vessel also to close action, and, after a naming fight of 
forty minutes’ duration, in the course of which the British 
crew, working the guns, 'were often knee-dee j) in water, com- 
pelled her to suiTcnder. Tliis latter, which was tluj French 
18-guii (long 8 and 12-x>ounders) brig privateer Oiseau, had 
in the action only one man killed and five wounded : but her 
masts and yards wei'e much damaged. The Penguin sustained 
no loss. After securing the Oiseau, all sail was made after 
her first antagonist, which she overtook and caj>tured. The 
seC'iSLid capture was the 14-gun brig Express, of Dartmouth, 
prize to the Oiseau. 

On tho i7th of September, at 8h. 45m. a.m,, the 18-gan 



458 


BATTLES OP 


[1797/ 

biig Pelican,. Lieutenant Tliomas White, acting commander, 
near St. Domingo, fell in with the French 12-gun privateer 
Trompeiir, and a spirited fire was commenced and kept up 
until 9h. 20m., when the Trompeur hatded on bofiird her 
larboard tacks, and made sail to get away. As soon as the 
Pelican had repaired damages she pursued her ofiXionent, and 
at 45m. x)ast noon, again got alongside, and the contest was 
renewed with such vigour, that at Ih. 10m. p.m. the privateer 
^lew up abaft, and sank. The Pelican had one man killed 
and five wounded. The captain of the Trompeur and sixty 
of his crew, originally consisting of seventy-eight men, were 
saved by the British boats. 

On the 9th of October, the hired armed cutter Active, 
Mr. J ohn Hamilton, master, ax)peared at the back of Yar- 
mouth Sands, with the signal flying for the enemy being at 
sea. Admiral Duncan immediately sailed with a lair wind 
for his station off the Texel, with the following shii)s, and 
including some that joined him at sea : — 


Guns. Sldfis. 
f Venerable 

Monarch 


74 -! Bussell. . . 
Montagu . 
i Bedford . 
Powerful . 
LTi-iurapb , 
r Bolliquoux 
Agincourt 
Lancaster 
I Ardent. . . 
Veteran . 
Director . , 
Moriniouth 

[ Isis 

[ Adamant . . 
Frigates, &c. — Beatilieu and 
tains Francis Fayerman, 


64 


50 


i Admiral A dam Duncan (blue) 

( Captain William George Fairfax 
i Vice-Adm. .Ricliard Onslow (red) 
j Captain Edward O’Brien 
„ Henry Trollope 

,, John Knight 

,, Sir Tlioinas Byard 

,, William O’Brien Drury 

„ William Essingtoii 

,, John Iiiglis 

,, John Williamson 

„ .1 ohn Wells 

„ Kichard Bundle Burges 

,, George Gregory 

William Bligli 

„ James Walkei* (acting) 

„ William Mitchell 

„ William Hotham 

Circe, and 16-gim ship sloop Martin, Cap- 
Peter Halket, and Hon. Charles Paget. 


On the llth, at 7h. A.M., the Russell, Adamant, "and 
Beaulieu, made the signal for the enemy, bearing south-west ; 
and at 8h. 30in. a.m. the Dutch fleet, under Vice-Admiral 
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de Winter, in the Vrylieid, was seen, consisting of the 
following 


Guns. Ships, 

' Vryheid^ 6 
! .lupiter, 13 
I Bnit^is, 9 
States-General, 6 
Cerberus, 12 
) Pevriea, 4 
I Gelykheid, 2 
. Haerlein, 14 

Frigates — Mars, Monuikeudam, Ambuscade, and Heldin ; two corvettes 


74. 


64 - 


Guns, Ships. 

Hercules, 3 
Leyden, 10 
Wassauaer, 7 
Alkinaar, 15 
Batavier, 8 
Berscliermer, 1 
Delft, 16 


64 


50 


and four brigs. 

The figures refer to the diagram. 


Vice-Admiral do AVinter quitted the Texel on the morning 
of the 7th, and his departure was immediately observed by 
the Active cutter, which vessel was close off tlie mouth of 
the Texel. The Active speedily communicated the inform- 
ation to Captain Peter Halkot, of the Circe, and that 
frigate, with the Active an<l Speculator lugger, JNfr. Henry 
Hales, were closely pursued by the advanced frigates of the 
Dutch fleet- At night, Captain Trollope’s squadron was 
seen, and early on tho^norning of the 8th, the Active cutter 
and Vestal fiigate were despatched to convey the intelligence 
to Admiral Duncan and to the Admiralty. The Active was 
the first to reach Yarmouth, and to carry the news to the 
fleet, as v/e have elsewhere tlcscribed. Ca})tain Trollope con- 
tinued to watch the Dutch fleet until joined by Admuul 
Duncan on the lltli. 

About llli. 30m. A-M. Admiral Duncan made the signal 
for his fleet to bear up and engage the enemy, which was 
formed in line and hove to on the larboard tack, about four 
leagues from the Wykerdens. The ]>ositioiis of the two 
fleets will be pretty clearly shown by the accompanying 
diagram. 
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At 1 Ih. 53m. Duncan made the signal to pass through 
the enemy’s line and engage to leowlird ; but owing to the 
thick weather which prevailed, many ships were unable to 
distinguish it. This signal wsis shortly afterwards replaced 
by one for close action, and which was kept flying until 
shot away. At 30m. r.M. Vice-Admiral Oiislow'^, in the 
Monarch, leading the lee division, passed through the Dutch 
line betw^een the Jupiter and Ilaerlem ; but leaving the 
latter to the Powerful, her next astern, the Monarch brought 
the Jupiter to close action, being at the same time engaged 
to leewiird liy the Monnikendam frigate and Atalanta brig. 
The Monarch was soon followed and supported by the ships 
of her di vision. 

About t wenty minutes after the Monarch had broken the 
Dutch line, the Venerable having been prevented passing 
under the stern of the Vryheid by the gallantly of the 
States-Geiieral, in closing the Admiral, ran under the rtem 
of the latter, but the States-General having bore up and 
quitted the action, the Venerable became engaged with the 
Viyheid, which ship was also engaged by the Ardent to wind- 
wai*d. The Triumph brought the Wasseiiaer to action; and 
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the Bedford, having cut the line astern of the Beviies, 
rounded to and engaged that ship. The Brutus, Leyden, 
and Mars, not having their proper opponents, closed round 
the ‘Vryheid, and their fire was very destructive both to the 
Veherahle and Ardent. The Hercules having caught fire, 
bore up out of the line, and drifted to leeward, passing near 
the Venerable. By great exertion the fire on board the 
Dutch ship was extinguished; but having tlirown all the 
powder overboard, and having her niizen-mast shot away, 
she surrendered. The Venerable, having received serious 
damage from her numerous opjjonents, wore round on the 
starboard tack. The Triumph, after corn|)el] i ng th e W asse- 
naer to strike, took a position near the V ryheid, which ship, 
after having sustained the fire of the Venerable, Ardent, 
Director, and Triumph, and being totally dismasted, haided 
down her colours about 3h. p.m. 

With the suiTcnder of the Dutch mliniral the action ceased, 
leaving in the hands of the victors the Vryheid, Jupiter, 
Devries, Gelykhekl, Haerlem, Hercules, Wassenaer, and 
Delft ; and the frigates A mbuscade and Monnikendam. The 
Berschernier, in the early part of the battle, wore oiirt of the 
line, and, followed by Several other Dutch ships, made off; 
which, as the land between Oampcrdown and Egniont Avas 
only five miles distant, they could do without tlio Britisli 
ships being able to infcei'cept them. 

As soon as the action ceased, every exeriiori w^as made to 
secure the prizes before the night closed in. The British 
sliips had suffered little in their luastvS and yards. ISTot a 
topmast was shot aAvay, and little damage was observable in 
their sails and rigging ; but their hulls bore inarkvS of the 
elficiency of Dutcli gunnery, and the shot which many ships 
had received betw^een wind and water made it necessary to 
keep hands constantly at the pumps. The A rdent had abov^e 
iiinety-eight round shot in her hull ; and the Venerable, 
Belliqueux, Bedford, and Monarch were also much shattered, 
and sufiered severely in killed and wounded. The captured 
shipf^ on the contrary, were either wholly dismasted, or so 
niuch crippled that their masts fell before reaching England ; 
and. their hulls also were so riddled, that they w^ei-e scarcely 
woirii ciirrying into port. The British loss, as officially 
stated, is exhibited in the following tab! e : — 
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Sliips. 

Killed. 

Wounded. 

First Lieutenants. 

STARBOARD DnUSIOir. 

Vener/ible .......... 

15 

62 

J ohn Oleland 

Triunijjh 

29 

55 

Patrick Chapman 

Ardent 

41 

107 

John ^Phillips 

Bedford 

30 

41 

J olm Blake 

Lancaster .......... 

3 

18 

Christopher Watson 

Belliqueux 

25 

78 

Itohert England 

Adamant 

0 

0 

C. J. W. Newsham 

Isis 

2 

21 

William Lamb 

LARBOARD DIVISION. 
Monarch 

36 

100 

Charles Ilyder 

Bussell 

0 

7 

Charles Burrough 

Director 

0 

7 

John M Taggart 

Montagu 


5 

Thomas Lintliornc 

Veteran . , 


21 

Thomas Halton 

Powerful 

10 

78 

John FyfFe 

Monmouth 

5 

22 

Charles Bullen 

Agincourt 

0 

0 

William Lane 

! 

203 

622 



The following £ire the names of ^che officers killed and 
wounded : — Venerable : Lieutenants Edward B. Clay and 
W. II. Douglas ; Lieutenant of marines George Chambers 
(lost both legs), and George Stewart, midshipman, wounded. 
Monarch : j. P. Tindall, midshipman, and Moyle Finlay, 
clerk, killed ; Lieutenants James Ketallick and James d. 
Smith (marines) ; George Massey, Benjamin Clement, Daniel 
Bhewen, Cliai*les S, Moorman (mortally), and John Chimley, 
midshipmen, wounded. Bussell : Lieutenant David Johiv 
ston, Thomas Troughton, master, George Taylor, master’s 
mate, John Brooks, boatswain, wounded. Belliquetxx : 
Lieutenant Bober t Webster, and James Milne, inidsliipman, 
killed j Lieutenant Bobert England, Captain of marines 
James Cassell, and eT arnes Scott, midshipman, wounded. 
Montagu : Lieutenant Balph Sneyd, and James Forbishley, 
midshipman, wounded. Bedford : Lieutenant George Km^ner, 
wounded, Poweiful : Lieutenant Ulick Jennings, Lieutenant 
of marines B. G. 'Walker, and David Bogers, midsld])man, 
wounded. Triumph : the captain, lieutcnaniis Patrick 
Chapman and George B. Trollope, James *Bead, master, and 
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Tliomas P. Jones, midshipman, wounded. Lancaster : Lieu- 
tenant James Morgan, and Lieutenant of marines John 
Sandys, wounded. Ardent : Captain Burges, and Michael 
Dunn, master, killed ; Lieutenants James IWe and John 
Sibrell, Captain of marines Bichard Cuthbert, John Tracey, 
John ^rey, Thomas Lepard, and George Hillier, midship- 
men, and John Taylor, clerk, wounded. Isis : I^ieutenant 
of marines Charles Bea, wounded. Monmouth : Lieutenant 
Francis Ferrett, killed. 

The Dutch admiral and both rear-admii*als were wounded, 
two captains (Holland and Van Bossem) were killed, and 
their total loss, as published in a French newspaper, amounted 
to 540 killed and 620 wounded. 

The following statement will convey a notion of the line- 
of-battle force of the. two fleets : — 

Britisli. 

No. of Ships 16 

Broadside Guns jg";;; 

Crews, aggregate No. . . 8,221 
Tons 23,601 

Of the captured sHps, three — ^the Delft, ^ and. Monniken- 
dam and Ambuscade frigates, were lost. One of the Dutch 

* Steel’-s List for Marcli, 1803, contains tlie following account of the 
loss of tills ship : — Wlieii Lieutenant Charles BuJlen, first of the Mon- 
mouth, came on board to take possession of the ship, he found her much 
damaged, having lost her mizenmast and mainyard, and all her mastH 
and rigging being much cut. She had. lost two oflicers and .forty-one 
men killed, and one officer and seventy-five men wouiidod. Lieutenant 
Bullen sent the captain and two officers on board his own ship, and 
requested, the first lieutenant, Mr. Heilberg, who was not wounded, to 
assist him with the remaining crew to keep the sliip from sinking. The 
exertions made were successlul until tlio lltU, when tlie gale rendered 
the situation of tlie Delft very dangerous. The water in her hold 
increased to ten feet, and all hope of saving her was soon given up. 
Lieutenant Bullen represented this to Mr. Detlberg, and stated it to bo 
hi,s intention to abandon the ship with his crew, retiuesting him also to 
accompany him in his attempt to escape from almOwSt ccrta.in death. 
Lieutenant Heilberg, however, refused to embrace the otFer and to leave 
his ymunded countiymeii ; and hi.s gallant answer so wrought upon 
Licutenaut Bullen, that lie gave iqi bis previous intention, and deter- 
mineil on making another efibrt to preserve the lives of the W'hole. 
Lieutenant Bullen liaving ordered h is own men to quit the sinking ship, 
remained to assist the Dutch crew ; and the Russell having sent her boats 
to their relief) a great many were saved ; but liefbre the whole could bo 


Dutch. 

16 

517 

9,857 

7,157 

20,937 
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ships, the Brutus, which escaped, had an action with tlie 
Eiidyuuon, but succeeded in getting safe into port. 

On the 17th of October, Admiral Duncan, after expe- 
riencing a heavy gale, arrived at the Nore Avith his trophies, 
and received those rewards which his gallant conduct 
merited. He was created Baron Duncan of Lundie, and 
Yiscount Duncan of Gamperdown ; Vice- Admiral Onslow 
was created a baronet ; Captains Trollope and Faiirfax, 
knights bannerets ; and the first lieutenants, named in the 
preceding table, were promoted to the rank of commander. 
Gold medals were conferred on the captains, and the thanks 
of Parliament wej^ voted to the seamrni and marines of the 
fleet. A sword of 300 guineas’ value was px'esented to Lord 
Duncan, and one of 100 to Sir Biehard Onslow, by the city of 
London. The naval medaJ. was awarded to the survivors in 
1847. ' ^ ■ ■■■;/ 

In reviewing the events of this action, the details of wliich, 
owing to tlm unavoidably confused natiire of the attack, 
cannot be clearly given or comprehended, it is hard to know 
which to admire most~the conduct of the gallant Duncan 
and lus brave followers, or the courage of the eneiTiy, by 
whom not a ship" was surrendered while in a condition to 
contvinue the fight, , 

On the 25th of October, the Hymna (late British) was 
captured off the island of Tcnerifie, after a long chase, by the 
44-giin frigate Indefatigable, Captam Sir Ed\va,i*d Pellew. 
Wlien recaptured, the Hyjniia w^as found to have l>ecn razeed, 
which had improved her sailing qualities ; and with her new 
armament of twenty carronades, 32-pounders, and two long 
nines, she w^as restored to her place in the navy list. 

On the 13th of November, the boats of the IG-gun corvette 
Fairy, pommander Joshua S. Horton, ivero sent in chase of 
two French luggers under the land near Calais ; aiid the 
launch, under the command of James Middleton, the jnirscr, 
having separated from the other boats, attacked and gallantly 
carried tlie Epervier, mounting two caiTiage-gxins, with a 

taken out the ship went down. Lieutenant Bullen was ^compelled, iu 
order to save his life, to jump overboard, and was taken up l>y one of 
the Monmouth’s l>oats ; but the brave Hei]V»erg perislied, a victim to his 
coura< 4 ’e and humanity.” This officer is now (1851) Tice Admiral Sir 
Cluirles Bullen, K.O.B. 
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On the 20tli of December, the 10-gun brig Growler, com- 
manded by lliieutenant John Hollingworth, being off Dunge- 
ness, in a very dark night, in company with some other ships 
ot war, and escorting a convoy, was surprised and boarded by. 
two French luggers, mounting ten and eight guns each, and 
full of men ; and after the loss of her commander, master, 
and several of the crew, was captured, and taken into 
Boulogne. 

On the 29 th of December, the 20-gun corvette Daphne 
(late British) was taken by the 44~gun frigate Anson, Captain 
Philip C- C. H, Durham ; but slie did not surrender until 
five of her men were killed and several wounded. 
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On tlie 3rd of January, the sloop George, a tender, of six 
4~pounders, Liexitenant Michael Mackey, on her passage froni 
Beinerara to Martinique, maintained a very gallant action for 
more than forty minutes against two Spanish jmvateers, one 
a cutter, mounting twelve guns, with 109 men, and the other 
a schooner of six guns and sixty -tjiglit men ; and it w^as not 
until she had resisted- two attempts to hoard, and sustained 
the loss of her master and seven killetl, and her coinniander 
and sixteen wounded, out of her crew of forty .men, that the 
George surrendc-red. The killed on bo^rd tlie ]>jivatee 2 'S 
ainounted to tliirt^^-two, with a largo number wounded. 

On the dth of January, the 40-gmi frigate Fomone, Cap- 
tain llobcrt C. llcynolds, captured off Ushant the Chcri 
privateer, Ca})taiu Ohassin, of twenty-six guns, Jong 12 , 18, 
and 24-pouiKlers, ancl 230 men, after a very deteriniried 
resistance, in which tlie privateer Ijad iiftecn rnc^i. kll-lc-d, in- 
cluding her captain, and mnotetiii wounded. The l\)in one’s 
masts were wounded, her rigging a good deal cut, and onci 
Jiian killed and four womnled. The Cheri sank shortly after 
the prise nei’s weie rentoved. 

On the 8th of January, the 18-gun brig Kingfisher, Com" 
mander Oliarles H. Pierrepoint, cruising lifty leagues to the 
westward of Lisbon, captured the French piivateei' Jletsey , of 
sixteen long G -pounders, after an action of more tlian two 
hours’ duration. Xluly one man was wounded on board the 
Kingfisher, but the Betsey had one killed and eight 
wounded. 

On the IGtli of Januaiy, near Martinique, Lieutenant 
Samuel Pym, of the 2()-gun shij) Babtit, Captain Jem met 
Maii^wan'ng, with two boats, cacli containing twelve men, 
proceeded to the attack of a scliooncr. Lieutenant l^yni, in 
the jiiimace, having outrowed tin? launch, after mucli Iiard 
fighting, galliiii tly boarded the French G-gun schooiKvr Lcsiree. 
Two men were drowned, and Mr. Aslinhurst (midshipman) 

2 H 2 



and four seamen 
wounded. 4 
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badly, and Lieutenant Pytn slightly 


Oil the 23rd of January, the 36-gun frigate Mel ampus, 
Captain Graham Moore, lat. N., long. 12* W., captured 
the Freiich 22r^gun corvette Yolage, after a short action. 
The Melampus Ixad five men severely wounded ; the Yolage, 
four hilled and eight wounded. The Yolage was added to 
tlie British navy under the same name. 

On the 3rd of February, when about seventeen leagues 
west of Yigo, the 4-poundcr 14-gun brig Speedy, Commander 
Hugh Downman, discovered at daylight the French 14-guu 
(12 and 8-pounders) jirivateer Papillon, steering towards her 
under all sail. At 3ii. r.M. the Papillon hauled to the wind, 
and opened fire, and a distant and effectual cannonading was 
maintained until night, when the Papillon made off. On the 
4th, after an anxious chase, the action was renewed at about 
noon, and continued with spirit until 2h. p.m,, when the pri- 
vateer again made all sail, and got away. The Speedy, in 
lier gallant though unsuccessful encounter, had Lieutenant 
liichai'd Dutton, her boatswain, and three seamen killed and 
four wounded, and receiver! so much damage, that she was 
luider the necessity of putting into Lisbon to. refit. 

On tlie 2pth of Febiniary, at 7h. a.m,, the Ijired 4-]pounder 
12-gun (Hitter MMrqui.s of Cobourg, Lieutenant ChadeS Webb, 
cruising off* Cromer, after a long chase, in a fresh gale, came 
u}) Avith the French, IG-gun lugger |)ri\ateer llevancbe. 
Aitei- two hours’ close action, the main and luizen-masts of 


the lugger were shot away, and the crew called for cjuaHer. 
The lievanche was so much shattered, that she sank soon 
after surrendering. The Cobourg bad two men wounded ; 
and the x>rivateer, whose croAv consisted of sixty-two men, 
had scAxm killed and eight w^ounded. 

On the 17 th of April, the 10-gun cutter Pccovery, Ilieu- 
tenant William lloss, Avhilst cruising in the West Indies, 
captured the Frencli 10-gun schooner privateer Revanche, 
The a(?tion Avas gallantly maintained on both sides for fifty 
minutes. The |>riA^ateer had three men killed and v nine 
wounded. The Recovery was very little damaged, and had 
not a man hiirt. 

On the 2 1st of Axml, the 74-gnn ship.s Mars and Bamiilies, 
Captains Alexander Hood and BaHholomeAV S. Rowiey, and 
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Jason Mgate, forming the in~sliore squadron of the Ohatmel 
fleet, discovered a large ship working up under the land, 
eadeavouring to enter Brest. At dh. 40in. p.m. all sail was 
made in chase ; but the at Gh. 15m., having car- 

ried away her fore-topmast, di-opped astern. At 7h. 
the Feninarks bearing about south-east, distant sev (3ii nixies, 
the Mars (having by this time outsailed the Jason also) 
tacked, and at 8h. oOra. the stranger, which was the Fmich 
74-gun ship Heroule, Captain Louis THeritier, unable to work 
up against a strong current, anchored and furled sails, the 
Bee du Bass bearing from her noriJi by cfist, distant two or 
three miles. At 8h. 50m. the Mars hauled up her courses, 
and at 9h, 15m. the Hercide lired her starboard broadside, 
which was quickly returned by the Mars ; but finding that 
the curi’ent would set him clear of the enemy, Oapt:xiu if ood 
ordered the anchor to bo let go. The Mars therefore having 
shot aliead, dropped her best bower across the llercnle’s 
forefoot ; but before it could bilng her up, her small bower- 
anchor hooking the anchor on the starlioard bow of tlie 
Ilercule, brought tlie two ships close alongside. A most 
detennined flght ensued, duiing which the crew of the 
Hercule made two ^tempts to board, in which they were 
repulsed with great loss ; and at lOh. 30in., being very much 
shattered, and with a loss of 250 ollicers and men killed and 
wounded, hailed to say tliat she siirrendei'ed. Ca})tain Hood 
being mortally wounded, and the lirst lieutenant absent from 
the quarter-deck upon some occasion, the second lieutenant, 
John Bowker, finding that the Hercule's firing hfid ceas(.)d, 
left his quarters on the main deck, and at the head of a i)arty 
of men boarded and took possession of the ship. During the 
action, the ships’ sides were so close together, that it was 
found impossilile to mii tlie lower-deck guns out, jmd they 
were fired in board. From the closeness of the contact, the 
engaged side.s were much burnt and, blackened. Besides her 
captain, the Captain, of marines James White, James Blythe, 
midshipman, fifteen seamen and four rmu’ines were killed ; 
and^hree seamen and five marines missing ; and Lieutenants 
George Argles and George Arnold Ford, Thomas Boxitliey, 
midsliipman, thirty-six seamen and three inariiies wounded ; 
total, killed and missing, thirty ; wounded, sixty. The slii ps 
were exceedingly well matched in eveiy particular. Captai n 
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’L’H6ritier eommanded the America on the 1st of Jtine/1794. 
Captain Hood;, nephew to Loi‘ds Hood and Bridport, was 
mortally wounded hy a miisket-ball, about a quarter of an 
hour after the commencement of the action ; but he lived to 
hear the cheers which annouticed the victory, and expiredl 
The Jason came up a short time after the action terminated, 
and assisted in taking possession of the piiie. The Hercule 
reached Plymouth on the 27th, and was added under the 
same name to the British n^vy. Lieutenant William Butter- 
field was promoted to the rank of commander. The naval 
medal is granted for this action. 

On the 24th of April, an action took place off Factory 
Island (one of tlie Isles de Loss) between the British 
12“pounder 32-gun frigate Pearl, Captain Samuel J. Ballard, 
and a French squadron, consisting of two frigates, believed 
to have been the Ilegen6r(^e and Vertu, an armed brig and a 
sliip. The Pearl, in order to escape from a force so superior, 
ran between the two frigates, from which she received a 
smart cannonading, and got aw^ay with the loss of one man 
mortally wounded, but sustained much damage in hull, masts, 
and rigging. 

On the 7th of May, the 14-gun biig Yictoiieuse, Com- 
mander Edward S. Dickson, when passing to leeward of 
Cnadaloupe with a con voy, was attacked by two French 
privateers— one a schooner, of t welve guns and fifty men, and 
the other a sloop, of six guns and fifty men. The latter was 
compelled to sutrender, but the schooner escaped. 

On the 13 th of May, the French 18-gun brig Hondo vi was 
cut out from the port of Cerigo, iu the Arcliipelago„ by the 
boats of the Biitish 30-gim frigate Flora, Captain Bobei*t 
Oambier Middleton. This service was performed under the 
orders of Ijieutenant William Bussell, assisted by Lieutenant 
William Hepenstall, Lieutenant of marines John PaiTy, 
Thomas S. Moi*ton, mate, and the gunner (Tancock), with 
John Potley and Abel Hawkins, midshipmen. One seaman 
was killed, and Lieutenant Parry, the guimer, Mr. Morton, 
and five seamen were wounded. » 

On the 3 0th of May, at daybreak, the 3 8-gun frigate Hydra, 
Captain Sir Francis Laibrey, bomb-vessel V esuvius, Commander 
Bobert L. Fitzgerald, and 12-gun cutter Trial, Lieutenant 
Henry Garrett, were standing towards Havre, close hauled 



17$8.] THE BBITiSH NAVY. 471 

Oil the larboard tackj when tliree sail hove in sight to >vmd- 
ward, which proved to be the Ereuch 36-guii iVigate Con- 
fiante, 20-guii corvette Ve^ve, and an amod cutter* The 
IBrit'idi squadron inimediately chased, and alter some 
firing, drove the frigate and corvette on shore near the 
entrance to the river Pi ve. The corvette subsequently 

floated oiF, but bdng closely pursued, ran ashore a second 
time near the river Caen, and although strenuously engaged 
by the Vesuvius and Trial, finally escaped into tho Pive. 
The Confiante having been hauled closer to the shore, and 
being protected by batteries and numerous trooj)s, was left 
till the 31st, when, finding that many of her ci*ew were 
quitting her, Sir Francis Laforey determined to attempt her 
destruction with the boats of the Hydra. Accordingly, at 
lOh. A.M., the Mgate’s boats, under the orders of Lieutenants 
George Aeklom and William J. Symons, with Lieutenant of 
marines — Blanch, covered by the guns of the Trial, pro- 
ceeded to haul down the colours of and bum the frigate. At 
111. 30m. p.M,, the French frigate was on fire fore and aft ; 
and this dashing service was performed without the loss of a 
man, in the face of a party of cavaliy on the beach, and in 
sight of an army on the heights, assembled for the purpose 
of invading Eiiglaiid, Great loss was supposed to have 
occurred on board the Confiante, from the number of killed 
on her decks ; but no mention respecting it was officially 
made. 

On the 22nd of J une, the 6-gun packet Princess Boyal, 
Commander John Skinner, with a crew of thirty-two men, 
carrying the mail to Hew York, after a very gallant action, 
beat ofi', with much loss, the French brig privateer Aven- 
turier, of sixteen guns and eighty-five men. The packet had 
no one killed or wounded. 

On the 26th of June, the 18-pounder 38-gun frigate Sea- 
horse, Captain Edward J. Foote, being off the Sicilian coast, 
fell in with the French 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Sensible, 
Captain Bourd6, from Malta, bound to Toulon. After a 
chi^e of twelve hours, the Seahorse, at 4h. lOm, a.m., on the 
27th, brought the Sensible to close action, and in eight 
minutes the French colours were hauled down. Tlie Sea- 
horse, in this spirited and cleverly-conducted action, had two 
men killed, and her first lieutenant (David Willmot) and 
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fifteen men wounded. The Sensible^ bad eighteen men 
killed, and her first and second captains and thirty-five 
men wounded. The prize wa^s added to the British navy. 

On the 29th of June, the 18-pounder 40-gun French 
frigate Seine, commanded by Ifieutenant de vaisseau Gabriel 
Bigot, having 280 troops on board, was discovered near the 
Peninarks at 7h. a.m. by the BritiBh ^dgatcis Jason, Pique, 
and Mermaid, Captains Charles Stirling, David Milne, and 
N. Newman. At 9h. p.m. the Pique, alter a chase of more 
than twelve hour‘s, brought the Seine to action ; but the 
British frigate’s main- topmast being shot away about half an 
hour afterwards, she dropped astern, and ran aground near 
I^ointe de la Trenche, as did also tlie Jason. The Seine, 
beiiig dismasted, likevdse grounded ; but she continued most 
gjillantly to defend herself until on the Me rtoaid’s arriving 
\ip she rstruck her colours. The loss on board the British 
frigates J ason and Pique was as follows : — J ason, Lieutenant 
Anthony K. Irlobotier and six men killed, and Captain Stirling, 
FrederioJc Bedford and Samuel Luscombe, midshipmen, and 
nine men wounded; Pique, one seaman killed and one missing, 
and the boatswain and five men wounded. The loss on. board 
the Frencli frigate was very heavy. *She comrneTiced the 
action with 610 men, including soldiers, of which she had no 
less than 170 killed or drowiied and 100 wounded. The 
Pique having bilged, was destroyed ; but the Seine, after 
throwing her giuis overboard, was got off by the San Fio- 
renzo, Captain Sir H. Nettle, and cairied into port. The 
Seine was added to the British navy by the same name, the 
command being given to Captain Milne. 

On the 11th of J uly, the boats of the 4 4 -gun ship Itegidus, 
Captain George Eyre, were sent away off Porto B,ioo to cut 
out five vessels at anchor in Aguada Bay, under the jyrotec- 
tion of some batteries. The boats were commanded by 
Liouts, John Good and William Holman, and Mastei*’s mate 
Thomas Finch ; mid they succeeded in bringiiig out three of 
the largest vessels (a shij>, brig, and schooner), but owing to 

’ On board the Seti-sible was found a beautifully-ornamented brass 
field-piece, originally taken from the Turks, and whicb had been pre- 
se.iited by Louis XVI. to the Knights of Malta. It was preserved in 
the Tower of London, but has met another adventure by^ the hro at the 
Tower, from which it was with difficulty reBcuod, 
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want of wind, the other two were not brought off. Mr. 
Finch was killed by a gi’ape-shot; but no other loss ficcom- 
panied this creditable service. 

On the 13th of July, at 9h. a.m., Carthagena beajring east, 
distant 30 leagues, the 64-gun shiji Liiui, Cap tairi Manley 
Dixon, steering to the eastward, with the wind at west- 
south-west, discovered on the starboard bow a Spanish 
sfjuadron, under the command of Commodore O’Neil, con- 
sisting of the 34-gun frigates Pomona, Proserpine, Santa 
Gazilda, and Santa Dorotea. Captain Dixon immediately 
shortened sail and luiuled upon the staibo^ird tack ; aiid, 
having secured the weather gage, bore up to the attac^k. 
The Spanish frigates were close haxded on the larboard tack ; 
but the stemmost — the Santa Dorotea, Captain Don Diego 
Errara — shaving lost her fore-topmast, and being in conse- 
quence rather to leewai’d of her companions, formed the 
principal object of attack. Having passed along the Spanish 
line, tiie lAon 'wore and endeavoured to close the Dorotea; 
but that shi]), sailing nearly as well •without her fore-topmast 
as the Lion, kept up a galling lire Irom her steim-ch users, 
which retarded the British ship’s approach. The Spanish 
commodore, with his remmixlng sM]:)s, shortly afterwards 
tacked in succession, and passed to windward of the Lion, 
within musket-shot, eacdi ship in |>assirjg bestowing her 
broadside, which was I'etui'iied with great effect, the Lion 
meanwhile pursuing the Dox'otea. 

Having failed in this attem|)t, the Spanish commodore 
tacked, and a second time endeavoured to succour his dis- 
abled consort; but the laon, having succeeded in getting 
close alongside the frigate, engaged lier ya,i-d-arm and yard- 
arm till, having had twenty of her crew killed and thirty-two 
wounded, she struck. The commodore, after making one 
more ineffectual attempt to rescue liis frigate, hauled to the 
wind and made off. The Lion, in this gallant action, out of 
a crew fifty short of complement, had one midslupman, 
Joseph Patey, and one seaman wounded. The priiie was a 
shi}^ of 9-58 tons; and, under the same name, was added tc 
the Britisli navy as a 12-pounder 36-gun frigate. This action 
is distinguished by a naval medal. 

pn the 26th of July, the 28-gun frigate Brilhant, Captain 
Henry Blackwood, being off Santa Cruz, was chased by the 
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French SS-gun frigates Vertu and R(Sg(jn(Srce, Fiiiditig that 
both ships were gaining ground, Captain Blackwood, at 
7h, 30m, i\M., being then on the larboard tack, bore away 
across the bows of the R^gcii<^ree, and, by a well-directed 
bi*oadside, shot away her main-topsail-tye, and badly wounded 
her foremast and bowsprit. The Brilliant then hauled up 
bn the starboard tack. The Vertu had, in the meanwhile, 
by tacking, got on the Brilliant’s weather quarter, and was 
soon afterwards joined by her consort. Having lost sight of 
her pursuers, during the night the Brilliant bore away south- 
east and escaped. 

The 74-gun sliip Vanguard, bearing the flag of Bear- 
Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson, K.B., having been despatched 
on particular service by Earl St. Vincent with the Orion, 
Alexander, and three frigates, arrived off Toulon on, the 31st 
of May,^ where lie was informed of the sfdling of the French 
fleet and expedition from Toulon. On the 5th of June, the 
Miitinc brought intelligence that a reinforcement of ten sail 
of the line was near at hand; and, on the 7th, the squadron 
joined, making the force under Sir Horatio to consist of the 
following: — 


Guns, Ships. 

r Vanguard . , . . 


74 


50 

ie> 


Oi'ion 

1 Oullodeii 

I Bellerophon , . 

I Minotaur 

j Defence 

^ Alexander . . . . 
Zealous ....... 

Audacious .... 

i Goliath 

Majestic 

Swiftsure .... 

^Theseus 

Leander 

Mutine ...... 


\ Bear-Adm. Sir H. Nelson, K.B, (blue) 
( Captain Edward Berry 

,, Sir James Saumarez 
,, Thomas Troubridge 

,, .Henry d’Esterre Daiby 

,, Thomas Louis 

„ John Peyton 

,, ' Alexander J ohn I>all 

,, Samuel Hood 

,, Davidge Gould 

,, Thomas Foley 

,, George Blagdon WevStcott 

„ Benjamin Hallowell 

„ Balph Willett Miller 

,, Thomas Boulderi Thompson 
Commander Thomas Masteiman Hardy. 


On the 12th of June, the rear-admiral steered for Corsica 
in search of tlie French fleet, calling at vaiious places, Jind 
on the 17th, reached the Bay of Naples: from thence he ^ 


^ On the 20th of May, the Van^iard, in a heavy gale, in which she 
lost her foreinast and main and ipizen topmasts, separated from tho 
frigates, and had now, therefore, a jury foremast. 
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proceeded to Messina, where he learnt that the French had 
possessed themselves of Malta and G-oza. On the 22nd, a 
vessel sj)oken by the Mutihe stated that the enemy quitted 
Malta on the 18th of June ; and, as Egypt then appeared to 
ITelson to be their probable destination, the British deet 
steered for Alexandria. On reaching that port on the 28th, 
no news could be obtained of the fleet and, on the 29th, 
the British steered away to the north-east. On the 4th of 
July, they made the coast of ISTatoli, continuing to heat to 
windward until tlie 18th, and on the 19th, entered Syracuse 
for water. 

On the 25th of J uly, ISTelson again put to sea, and shaped 
his course for the Morea, and Captain Troubridgc having 
been detached to Coroii, learned tliat the French fleet had 
been seen on the coast of Candia four weeks previously, 
steering south-east. Sir Horatio, with a fair wind, accord- 
ingly sailed in that direction, and on the 1st of August, at 
1 Oh. A. M,, arrived in sight of Alexandria. To their inex- 
pressible joy, it was discovered that the two ports were full 
of vessels, and that the French flag was flying on the walls 
of the town. At ,lh. p.m., when the Pliaros tower bore 
south-west, distant about four leagues, tlie Zealous made the 
signal for seventeen ships, and that thirteen were of the line. 
The British fleet then hauled up to the eastward, under easy 
sail, aud made preparations for the attack. The French 
ships, at anchor in Aboukir Bay, w'cre moored in line ahead^ 
in tlie following order ; beginning with the headmost - 


Gvins. 

Ships. 

Guns. 

Ships. 


'' Gnerrier 

80 

Tonnant 


Concpi6rant 

74 j 

Heureux 

74^ 

Spartiato 

^Mercure 


Aquilon 

80 

Guillaume Tell 


^ Peiiple Sonverain 

74 j 

Gt^nerenx 

80 

Franklin 

Timoldon 

120 

Orient 




Frigates of forty guns — Diane and jus^tice ; ;uid of thirty -six — ^A.rt^rnise 
and Stirienae, Two brigs —Alerte and Bailleur ; three bombs, and 
several gun -boats. 

. . * , ^ : : — ^ 

^ On tho 22nd of «Tune, the two fleets crossed each other’s track 
nnpermved, .and the French steered for OiVndia, while Nelson stood 
along the African coast aud reachetl Alexandria two days before the 
French ; the latter arrived in sight of the Pharos tower on the evening 
of the same dav that the British disaUneareil. 
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The Bay of Aboukir comnaences about twenty miles east- 
north-east of Alexandria, and extends from Aboiikir Gastle, 
in a deep curve, as far as the western mouth of the Kile, 
which is distant from tlie castle about six miles. Tliis bay 
has not sufficient depth of water for large ships nearer to the 
shore than three miles, a long sand-bank, ori which there is only 
twenty-fo\ir feet wateiyextendiiig to that distance. About two 
miles noith-ea.st l>y east from Aboukir Castle is a small island, 
which is fringed by the same chain of shoals, extending 
nearly a mile out to sea. The headmost of the French ships, 
as they were moored, was distant nearly two miles from 
Aboukir Island (or Nelson’s iKsland, as it is now called), and 
between each of the ships was a distance of rather more tlian 
two ships’ lengths, or al)Out 160 yards. Their line formed a 
voiy obtuse angle, at the angular point of which was the 
French admiral s shi]) If Orient ; and the better to strengthen 
this position, a battery was erected on the island, and tlie 
bomb-vessels and gun-boats were so placed as to annoy an 
enemy in his approach. To render their position more 
intelligible, we insert a sketch taken from the chart of Cap- 
tain W. H. Smyth, wlio .surveyed the bay in 1825, mid 
ascertained the precise position of the wreck of L’Orieiit. 
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Tlie edge of the slioal in-sliore of the ships was coixcave> 
so that the centre ship was a much greater (iistance froin it 
than the ships at the extremities of the line. Each ship was 
moored, and pi'ovided wdth a stream cable to enable her to 
spring her bi:oadside to the enemy. 

At 3h. r.M., hTelson made the signal to prepare to anchor; 
at 4h., to anchor by the stern (each vship having already 
passed a cable out of one of her gun-room ports, and bent it 
to an anchor), and shoitly afterwards to attack the enemy’s 
centra At 5>h, 30m., the ship.s were directed to form in 
line of battle aluiad and astern of the a<lmiral, as convenient. 
The Zealous was ordered to lead the fleet ; and Captain Hood, 
although he had no chart of the bay to guide him, by keep- 
ing the lead constantly going, conducted the ships towards 
the enemy ; and rounding the .shoal as close as tlicir safety 
pei’mitted, bore away with the wind (from north-north-west) 
on the starbotol beam. At Oh. p.m., the Britisli ships 
hoisted their coloitrs, and union jacks wei'e displayed in 
various })arts of the rigging. The ships were formed thus : 
—Goliath, Zealous, Orion, Audacious, Theseus, Vanguard, 
JM'inotaur, Defence, Bellcrophon, Majestic, Leander ; the 
Oulloden at some dl?5tance to the north w^ard, and Alexander 
and Swiftsure at a still greater* distance to the west^vard, 
carrying all sail emleavouriiig to get up. 

At Oh. 20m. P.M., the Enmch ships lioisted their colours, 
and the Guerrier and ConquOunt 0[)encd fire on the Goliath 
and Zealous, which shi]>s were at some distance in advance 
of tlio Jlritish lino ; and at the same time shells wem thrown 
from the islavul, though without efiect. The Goliatli, cross- 
ing the head of the French line, in-ked thij Guerner, and 
then steered for the inner bow of tliat shij) ; but having too 
great a scope of cable out, the anchor did not bring the ship 
up in time ; and she reached the larboard quarter of the 
Conquerant, with which ship she became 'Warmly engaged, 
and was occasionally also fired afc by the frigate Berieitse, 
.stationed in the inner line. The Zealous dropped anchor 
five fatlioms on the larboard bow, and inside of the 
Guerrier, ahd just as the sun was sinking below the horizon, 
shot away the French ship's foremast. This auspi<;ious com- 
mencement was greeted with cheers from the whole British 
fleet. The Audacious steered for the stem of the Guerrier, 
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but brought up head to wind within fifty yards of the Con- 
qu6rant*s starboard bow, which ship she continued to engage. 
The Thosenis following the track of the Zealous and Goliath, 
passed between those ships and their opponents, and an- 
chored by the stern about 300 yards on the in-shore side of 
the Spartiate. The Orion, haying passed undejr the stern of 
the Zealous, was running down to take up her station, when 
the S6rieuse frigate opened fire u}>on her. The <^)rion 
I'eturned the frigate’s fire with a broadside, which disniasted 
and sank her. The Orion then brought up head to wind, 
a little abaft the beam of the Peuple Souyeraiu. At 
6h. 40ni. P.M., the Vanguard edged away towards the enemy’s 
centre, but having in passing down sustained a severe raking 
fire from the van, she anchored about eighty yards on the 
starboard beam (or oaitside) of the Spartiate. The Minotaur 
anchored next outside the Aqxdlon ; and the Defence, 
at 7h., brouglit up abreast of the Peuplo Souverain.f 

The Bellerophon, at a little past 7h., Iliaving brought up 
by the stern close alongside the French adrnirars ship 
L’ Orient, became exposed to the three-decker’s tremendous 
broadside, and the Majestic, a few minutes afterwards, 
anchored on the starboard side of the Tonnant, within 
musket-shot. The Oulloden, to the indescribable cluxgrin of 
her gallant captain, grounded on the reef olT the island of 
Aboukir, where she remained until 2h. on the following morn- 
ing. Tl?c Swiftsure did not get into action till past 8h., 
by whicii time the Bellerophon was entirely dismasted, 
iiiid liad been under the .necessity of retiring from her 
station. The Swiftsur.e immediately clewed up her sails, 
and dropped her stern anchor about 100 yards on the star- 
board bow of the Orient, not far from the berth which the 
Belleroj>hon had occu])ied. The Leaiider, having been de- 
tained by endeavouring to assist the Oulloden, now arrived 
lip, and took a most advantageous position athwart the 
bows of the Franklin, in whieli she clid great execution not 

* About tills time the British ship.s hoisted four lights horizontally, in 
order that they might tho better be distinguished from the French, a'id 
the rear-admiral’s precaution was also ]>re\lovisly shwon in causing the 
fleet to go into action with the white ensign, the fly of which could not 
etisily be confounded with the tricoloured flag of the enemy. This was 
a standing order of Farl St. Vincent’s, but the caution has often been 
attributed to the forethought of Lord Nelson, 
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only to iier immediate opponent, but also to the ships asteim 
of the Franklin. The Alexander was the last, and brought 
up on the larboard quarter (or in-shore) of the three-decker 
at about 8h. 10m. 

Having now shown the relative positions of the respective 
fleets, we will proceed to recount the late of <>ach particular 
ship. The (luerrier, having been raked by three ships suc- 
cessively, and engaged veiy closely by the Zealous, lost her 
three nuists, and, after having been repeatedly liailed l>y the 
Zealous to know if khe liad surreii<lere<.l, her fire being 
silenced, was compelled to haul down her colours at 9h. r.M. 
The Giierrier’s bowsprit and flguro-head were sliot away, 
her hull torn tb pieces, and half her ship’s company were 
either killed or wounded. The admirable J^osition of the 
Zealous pi'eserved her crew from loss, and she had only 
seven men wounded. The Conqu6rarit, after re(*eiving the 
fire of the sliips whicli passed her, became closely engaged 
by the Goliath and Audacious ; and in about twelve mimites 
— ^lier fore and mizenmasts having fallen, her mainmast being 
in a tottering state, a large number of men killed, and a 
gi'eat many, including her captain, wounded — the Oon- 
querant struck her*^ colours. The Conquerant’s two J>rin- 
cipal opponents did not come off so well as the Zealous, 
for tlie Goliath had twenty-one men killed and forty 
wounded, ami tlie Audacious one killed and thii’ty-flve 
wounded. The Spartiate, on tlie starboard side, was ex- 
fiosed to tlie Vanguard’s broadside, having previously been 
subjected to an animated fire from the Tlieseus, assisted 
by the Minotaur and Audacious. Her masts having Mien, 
this well-defended ship surrendered about 9h. p.m., after 
sustaining severe loss. Tlio position of the Vanguard, 
between the Spartiate and Aqiiilon, subjected lier to a heavy 
raking fire from tlie latteiyin addition to the fire of the 
Spartiate, vvbicii she had to sustain, until the Minotaur 
haying ciippled the Aquilon, tlifit slrij) was unable to ofler 
any iurthcr annoyance. The Vanguairl’s loss was veiy 
sev^u'C, amounting to thirty killc3d and seventy-six wounded. 

The Aquiion having been, engaged, as above stated, by 
the Minotaur (the only ship liaving 32-poundcr carronades 
on her quarter-deck) oh the starboaixl, and for some time 
jby the Theseus on the larboai'd side, was also dismasted, and 
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her captain, M. The venard, having fallen, she struck at 
91i. 2r)m. RM. The People Soiiverain was ixiOKst vigorously 
engaged hy the Defence, and was also exposed to several 
raking broadsides from the Orion, which had anckored cm the 
French ship’s larboard quart er. Having lost her fore and 
mainmasts, and her cable having been cut by a shot, she 
dropped out of the line, hut reanehored about 400 yards 
from the Orient. Her captain, F. P. llaccord, was among 
the killed, which, as well as the wounded, were very nume- 
rous. The Franklin, in addition to the rakmg fire of the 
Leander, was engaged, after the Peuple Souveraiii had 
quitted her station in the line, by the Defence; but at this 
time the operations of both fleets were arrested by an 
awfully grand^spectacle. 

A t 9h. P.M., the Oiient was perceived to be on fire in the 
mizou chains,^ and the flames were soon obseivcd to spread 
with gre^at rapidity, and ascending the I'igging, quickly 
enveloped the ship in her fiery shroud. The burning mass 
illumined tbe borizon, and objects might be clearly seen as 
by daylight. At lOli. p.m., she blew up with a tremendous 
explosion ; the concussion shook the suiTOun ding ships, and 
did considerable injury. The Tonnant’ Heureilx, and Mer- 
cure had cut *their cablcvS before the explosion took place ; 
blit the Franklin’s deck was coA^cred by the burning frag- 
ments, and she was on fire in soA’^eral places. The British 
ships, liy which the Orient was surrounded, being much 

* VVitliiu the first hour of the action Vice- Admiral Brueys received 
two wounds ; a,nd at 8li., as he was desceuditig from the poop to tbe 
quarter deck, a shot cut him nearly in two. With his last breath this 
truly gallant officer desired to he suffered to die upon tlm deck, upon 
wliich, alter lingering a quarter of an hour, he expired. Commodore 
Casa Jlianca was badly wounded just as his admiral breathed his last ; 
but wh'at other loss m a.s sustained previous to the catastrophe is not 
kiu)WTi. Ivear- Admiral Ganteaume and about seventy of her unfortunate 
crew are stated to have been all which were saved, most of which were 
picked up V>y the British boats ; but the rear-admiral escai>ed in a boat 
to the Salami no brig. The cause of the fire i.s said to have been, 
that the meti liaviug been painting tbe ship’s sides on tlio day of tlie 
action, liad plac;ed the empty and unused oil-jars and paiht-bueketg on 
the poop, and that the wadding of the guns of the British ships set fire 
to them ; but it is much more probable that the accident was the result 
of tlie ignition of some of the unextinguishable combustible materials 
employed on Iward the Brench ships, some of which was thrown on 
board several sliips, and was also found on board the captured ships. 
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BearoT, the flamhig particles jftew over them, except some 
pieces of wreck of trifling size, which fell on board the 
Alexander and Swiftsnre. For several minutes after this 
dreadful catastrophe, the firing totally ceased, but the silence 
was at length broken by the Franklin’s firing into the 
Defence and Swiftsure, then on her starboard bow and 
quarter. Having now no second ahead or astern, and her 
main and mizen masts having fallen, the Franklin, after 
having been most bravely fought, struck her colours. At 
midnight the Tonnant was still engaging with great spirit, 
and her heavy shot were doing great execution to the 
Swifbsure, which ship, owing to the position of the Alex- 
ander, which was on the other side of the Tonnant, could 
make but a very ineffectual return. The Tonnant’s principal 
opponent, however, was the Majestic, and she still continued 
the action ; but, at about 3h. A.M., the British ships’ main 
and mizen masts were shot away. Shortly afterwards the 
Tonnant’s three masts went over the side, disabling most 
of her guns ; but still disdaining to surrender, her cable 
was veered away, and quitting her antagonist, she took 
up her position ahea^ of the Guillaume Tell and other ships. 
The Tonnant’s heroic captain— Du Petit Thoujirs, — had 
both liis arms and one leg shot away ; and finding him- 
self dying from Ipss of blood, issued his last ordei*s not to 
surrender the ship, which command was attended to while 
a possibility of resistance remained. 

At 41i. A.M., just as the day broke, the firing, which had 
only for a short time ceased, was resumed by the Tonnant, 
Guillaume Tell, G6nereux, and Tiinol^on, and the British 
ships Alexander and Majestic ; but the latter being soon 
supported by the Theseus and Goliath, the four French 
ships got underweigh. Tlie frigate Ai’t6mise having struck 
her colours on recehing the fire of the Theseus, when 
about to be boai-ded, was perceived to be on fire, and slxe 
soon afterwards blew up. The four line-of-battle ships 
dropped to leeward out of the bay, and were soon out of 
gun«shot ; but at 6h. A.M., observing that they meditated an 
attack upon the disabled .Bellerophon, the Zealous, Goliath, 
and Theseus were ordered to weigh and proceed to hex 
assistance. The Alexander and the two latter, together with 
the Leander, stood towards the Mercure and Heureux, which 

YOIi. I. * 2 I 
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fillips had grounded to the southward of the bay, and after 
tiring a few shot at them, compelled both ships to surrender. 
Taking advantage of the absence of the Goliath, Theseus, and 
Alexandei*, the Timoleon ran on shore, losing her foremast 
by the shock ; and at about llh. a.m. the Guillaume Tell and 
Gen^reux, J ustice and Diane fiigates, made all sail to the 
north-east — the small remains of the fleet which only seven- 
teen hours j)reviously had mstde so gallant a show. The 
Zealous happening to be the only British ship in that direc- 
tion hauled close up, and passing within musket-shot, received 
the fire of the four retreating ships. More than forty shots 
passed through the Zealous’s mainsail, but she had only one 
man killed. The Zealous would probably have continued 
the fight, but being recalled by signal, the French ships 
effected their escape. 

Eight ships had now surrendered, and two were destroyed. 
The Timoleon was on shore, hut with her colours flying ; and 
at about two miles distant from her the Tonnant was also 
aground v/ith her colours on the stump of her mizen-inast. 
Tins ship was compelled on the 3rd to surrender to the 
Theseus and Leander ; the Timol6on ,was set on fire and 
destroyed by her own crew, which then escajjed to the 
shore. The following table shows the loss of each ship, 
with the name of the first lieutenant, in the order in 
which each entered the action : — 


Ships. 

KiUed. 

Wounded. 

Total. 

1 

First Lieutenant. 

Goliath ...... 

21 

41 

62 

George Sarradine 

iZealoua 

1 

7 

8 

William H. Webley 

Orion 

'13 

16 

29 

James Barker 

Audacious .... 

1 

35 

36 

Thomas White 

Tlieaous 

5 

30 

35 

liichard Hawkins 

Vanguard .... 

30 

75 

105 

Edward Galway 

Minotaur .... 

23 

64 

87 

John Hill 

Defence 

4 

11 

15 

Kichard Jones 

Bellerophon . , 

49 

148 

197 

j Bobert Oathcarfc (sen. 

( surviving) 

Majestic 

50 

143 

193 

Kobert Cuthbert 

Swiftsure .... 

7 

22 

29 

Thomas Cowan 

Alexander .... 

14 

58 

72 

John Whipple r 

licander ...... 


14 

14 

William liichardson 

Total , . . . 

218 

664 

882 

* ^ t., 
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The following are the names of officers killed and 
wounded : — GoHath : William Davies (mate) and Andrew 
Brown (midshipman), killed ; lieutenant W. Wilkinson, 
Laurence Graves (schoolmaster) and James Payne (midship- 
man), wounded. Orion ; the captain’s clerk, killed ; Cap- 
tain Saumarez, Peter Sadler (boatswain), Philip .Richardson, 
Charles Miell, - — Langfesty, and Thomas Mansell (midship- 
men), wounded. Audacious : Lieutenant John Jeans and 
her gunner, wounded. Theseus : Lieutenant I^tichai-d IlaAv- 
kins, wounded. Vanguard : Captain of inarines William 
Faddy, J. G. Taylor and Thomas Seymour (midshipmen), 
killed j the reai'-admiral, Lieutenants Nathaniel Vassal and 
James Adye, admiral’s secretary Mr. J. Campbell, — Austin 
(boatswain), James Weatherston and Gaorge Antrim (mid- 
shipmen), wounded. Minotaur : Lieutenant John G. Kirch- 
ner and Peter Walters (mate), killed ; and Lieutenant 
Thom?is Irwin, Lieutenant of inarines J olm eJ ewel, Thomas 
Foster (second master), and Martin Wells (midshipman), 
wounded. Bellerophoii lieutenants ]|^obert S. I)aniell, 
Philemon W. Launder, and George Joliffe, and Thomas 
Ellison (mate), killed ; Captain Darby, Edward Kirby 
(master), Captain marines John Hopkins, Joliu Cha|)man 
(boatswain), and Nicholas Bottson (midshipman), wounded. 
Majestic ; Captain Richard B. Westcott, Zebedee Ford (iriid- 
shipman), and Andrew Gilmore (boatswain), killed ; and 
Charles Seward and Charles Boyle (midship nicn) and Robert 
Overton (clerk), wounded. Swiftsure : Williatu Smith (mid- 
shipman), wounded. Alexander : Lieutenant elohn E. Collins, 
killed ; Captain Bali, Captain of marines John (Jreswell, 
William Lawson (master), and George Bully and Luke Ander- 
son (midshipmen), wounded. 

Sir Horatio Nelson was painfully wounded by a splinter 
in the early part of the action ; it struck him al>ovo his right 
eye, causing the fle.sh to hang over the lid, which, was afeer- 
wards replaced and sewn up ; but having had the wound 
bound up, he returned to the deck, and continued 
diujing the remainder of the action. 

The damages sustained by the British fleet were cliiefly 
confined to the masts and ligging, with the exception of the 
Bellerophon, which ship was totally dismasted, and dreadfully 
shattered in every part. Tlio Majestic had lost main and 

2i2 
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mizen masts. The fore-topmast of the Defence, and the 
mizen-topmast and fore and main top-gallant-masts of the 
Alexander, were shot away, and the latter’s main-topmast 
also fell on the 3rd, in consequence of the wounds it had: 
received, as did likewise that of the Goliath. 

The island of Abotikir was taken possession of on the 9th 
of August, and the two mortars and two brass 12-poun.ders 
with which it was fortified, were brought away. On the 13th, 
theMutine, into which the Hon. Thomas Bladen Capel had 
been promoted, sailed for IN'aples with a duplicate of Admiral 
Nelson’s despatches. Captain Hardy was at this time posted 
into the Vanguard, in room of Captain Berry, who was sent 
away in the Leander with the despatches. 

On the 14th, thq Orion, Bellerophon, Minotaur, Defence, 
Audacious^ Theseus, and Majestic, with the prizes Franklin, 
Toiinant, Aquilon, Conquerant, Feuple Souverain, and Spar- 
tiate, under the charge of Captain Sir J ames Saumarez, in 
the Orion, weighed and stood out of the road, and on the 
following morning proceeded on their voyage ; hut the 
Heureux, Guerrier^ and Mercure, being found unsoaworthy, 
were burnt. On the 19th, the Vanguard,^ Culloden, and 
Alexander sailed for Naples, leaving the Zealous, Goliath, 
Swiftsure, Seahorse, Emerald, Alcmene, and Bonne Citoyenne, 
under the orders of Captain Hood, to cmise off the port of 
Alexandria. On the 14th of Septembe^r, the prizes, under 
the escort of Sir James Saumarez, arrived at Gibraltar. 
Here the Peuple Souverain was surveyed, and found unfit to 
proceed to England. Her name therefore was changed to 
Guerrier, and she was converted into a guard-ship. The 

* Of those in comrtiand of the ten French skips princijially engaged, 
one admiral and two captains were killed, and Rear-Admiral Rlanquet 
and the remaining seven captains wounded. The wounded were all 
taken on board the Vanguard, and most hospitably entertained by the 
British admiral. The following anecdote in reference to them may be 
depended on. A few days after they had. taken up their residence on 
board the Vanguard, while they were on their passage to Naples, they 
W€jre as usual dining with Nelson. One of the captains had lost his nose, 
another an eye, and another most of his teeth by a musket-ball. Nelson, 
during the dinner, half blind from his wound, not thinking what he was 
about, offered to this latter a case of toothpicks, and, on discovering his 
eiTor, Ijecame excessively conftised, and in his confusion handed his snuff- 
box to the captain on his right, who had lost his nose. 
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five other prizes, after receiving some slight repairs, sailed 
for England, and arrived safely at Plymouth. The Franklin ^ 
was renamed the Canopus, but the Tonnant and Spartiate 
retained their names in the British navy. 

Nelson was created Baron Nelson of the Nile and 
of Burnham Thorpe, in the county of Norfolk ; a pension 
of J0 2,000 per annum was conferred upon him and his two 
next heirs male from the p^Hament of England, and £1,000 
from that of Ireland. Gold medals ^ were presented to his 
lordship and to each of the captains ; and the first lieutenants 
were promoted to the rank of commander. The East-India 
Company, with their wonted liberality, presented Lord 
Nelson with the sum of £10,000, and the Grand Seignior 
sent him a diamond aigrette, or chelengh, with 2,000 sequins 
for the wounded of his crew. 

To attempt ’ to eulogize Nelson’s conduct, or that of his 
fleet, on this memorable occasion is, we know, a vain thing ; 
but the subject must not be dismissed without comment. 
Without one exception, the victory in Aboukir Bay is the 
grandest on record. Whether we consider the determination, 
the ability, or the vigour displayed, or the result, tlio battle 
stands unrivalled, amd will probably ever remain so. Not 
the slightest insinuation to the prejudice of one ship has 
ever been mooted ; and this was probably caused l)y the 
clearness of the admirars plans. Each captmn knew before- 
hand the wish of the admiral, and gallantly strove to further 
it. Success, brilliant and unprecedented, attended such an 
union, and such will ever be. the efiect of unanimity and 


* Tlie following is a statement of the force of the French eighty, com- 
pared with a British ninety-eight : — 

Franklin, 80 -gun skip. 

Lower deck . . 32 long 36-pounder8 


Middle deck 
Main deck . . 
Quarter-deck 
5 Forecastle 


34 

14 

6 


24 

12 

12 


Poop 6 carr. 36 


British 98 -gun ship. 
28 long 32-pounders 
30 „ 18 
30 „ 12 
8 » 12 
2 „ 12 
0 carr. 18 


• 92 guns, 1,287 lbs. 104 guns, 1,012 lbs. 

* The silver naval medal and chisp was awarded to the surviving par- 
ticipators in this great action in 1847 ; but a private individual, Mr. 
Bolton, at his own cost, presented medals to both officers and men in 
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skill. The crews of the Biitish, by constant exercising, had 
attained to a degree of proficiency in gunnery which probably 
never will be surpaBsed. 

On the 4th of* August, Lieutenant Thomas G, Shortland, 
■Nvith the boats of the 38-gim frigate Melpomene, Captain Sir 
Charles Hamilton, and 14-gun brig Childers, Commander 
James O^Brien, boarded and Carried the French national 
14-gun brig Adventurer, anchored in the port of Coregeiou, 
Isle of Bas ; and notwithstanding a heavy fire from the bat- 
teries, succeeded in working her out against a fresh gale. 
Lieutenant Shortland performed this dashing service with 
the loss of tw^o men killed and four wounded. For this 
exploit Lieutenant Shortland was made a commander. 

On the 7th of August, the French 20-gim ship Vaillante 
was captured ofi* the Isle of Bh6 by the 44-gun frigate Inde- 
fatigable, Captain Sir Edward Pellew. Tlie prize was added 
to thf) British navy under the name of Danae, and armed 
with twenty carronades {32-pounders) on the main deck, and 
twelve carronades (1 2-poiinders) and two Jong sixes on the 
quarter-deck and forecastle. 

On the 7th of August, the 1 4-gun brig Espoir, Commander 
Loftiis Otway Bland, cruising near Oibrt^ltar, fought a gallant 
action with the Genoese pirate Liguria, mounting twelve 
Jong 18-2:)ouriders, four 12-pouiiders, and ton long G-pounders, 
with a crew of 120 men of all natioHvS, of which she had seven 
killed, and the ca2)tain and thirteen wounded. The Es).)oir 
had her master, — Solsby, killed, and six men wounded. 
Commander Bland was dosciwedly ju’omoted on the 25th of 
September. The naval medal and clasj^ has been awarded 
for this action. 

On the 12th of August, at noon, lat. 46® 15' H., long. 
18® 25' W., the 18-gun ship siooj) Hazard, Commander 
William Butterfield, at 4h. p.m., brought to action the French 
armed ship Heptiine, mounting ten, but pierced for twenty 
guns. The Neptune fought all her gmns (6-pounclers) on one 
side, and having on hoard 273 soldjers, in addition to fifty- 
three seamen, made several ineffectual attempts to board the 
Hazard ; but, after an action of one hour and fifty minutes, 
struck. The Hazard received very little damage to her huU, 
and had only six men wounded; but the loss on board the 
Neptune amounted to between tw^enty and thirty killed and 
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wounded. Diiriiig the action a privateer, under French 
colours, was in sight to leeward. Captain Biitterheld, not- 
withstanding his numerous prisoners (nearly 300), mfinaged 
to keep them under with his crew of not more than 100 men 
and boys, and carried his prize into port. 

On the 18th of August, the 50-gim ship Leander, Captain 
Thomas B. Thompson, having on board Captain Edward 
Berry in charge of the despatches of the Nile action, being 
off the west end of Candia, descried, at daybreak, a large 
ship standing towards her, with a fine breeze from the south- 
ward, while the Leander was lying becalmed. The stranger 
was soon known to be one of the ships escaj^ed after the 
Nile action, and proved to be the 74-gun ship Gdnoreux, 
bound to Corfu. When the breeze reached the Leander, all 
sail was made ; but at JOh. a,m, the Cdnereux had airrived 
within half gun-shot on her weather quarter, and the action, 
commenced — the Leander continuing under easy sail, with a 
light air of wind on lier larboard beam. The action con- 
tinued until lOh. 30m,, at wliich time the Geiiereux being 
abreast of the Leander, put her helm up and ran her aboard 
on the larboard bow, and then dropping alongside, made 
several attempts toHboard, But the Biitish marines, headed 
by their sergeant (no officer having replaced Tieutenanl, 
Bobinson, killed at Teneriffe), and the small-arm men on the 
quarter-deck, on each occasion drove them back with loss. In 
the meanwhile a furious cannonading was kept up from the 
main and lovrer decks of both ship.s, when at length a liglit 
air of wind separated them, driving the Gencreux ahead of 
the Leander, whose mizenmast had by tins time fiillen over 
the starboard quarter, her fore-topmast over the larboard 
bow, and whose fore and main yards w^ere lying across the 
booms. The G^nereux now wore iTnincI on the starboai*d 
tack across the Leander’s bows ; and the latter, under her 
spritsail only, succeeded in crossing the stern of her antago- 
iiist, and, making good use of the opportunity thus afforded, 
rated her with etiect. It again falling a stark calm, and 
the sea being smooth, the action was protracted vdth spiiit 
until 3h. 30m. p.M., at wliich time a breeze enabled the 
Gendreux to take a position on the larboard bow of her 
antagonist. The Leander was then hailed to know if she 
had surrendered ; and as the ship was totally ungovernable, 
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ail answer was given in the affirmative, and the British 
colours were struck The boatswain, with a midshipman, 
then swam from the French ship, neither having a boat which 
would swim, and took possession of the prize. The Leander 
had only the shattered remains of her fore and main masts 
and her bowsprit left standing, and had in this tremendous 
conflict sustained a heavy loss, as follows — Peter Downs, 
John Gibson, and Edward Haddon, midshipmen, twenty-four 
seamen, and Sergeant Dair and seven marines, killed ; and 
Captain Thompson (badly in three places), Captain Berry 
(slightly), Lieutenants Bridges Watkinson Taylor and Wil- 
liam Swiney, Michael Lee, master, Boatswain — Mathias, 
John Leckey, master’s mate, and Edward Naylor, midship- 
man, forty-one seamen, and nine marines, wounded. Total, 
tlui*ty-five killed and fifty-eight wounded. The Ijeander 
having a lieutenant, a midshipman, and fifty men absent in 
one of the captured ships at Aboukir, commenced this action 
with only 282 men and boys ; her killed and wounded, there- 
foi*e, amounted to one-third of her gallant crew. 

The (ii^ncreux had received on board a part of the crew 
of the Timoleon, and her crew at the commencement of the 
action amounted to 936, of which number she luid 100 killed 
and 180 wounded. To put this most meritorious defence in 
its true light, it is necessary to resort to Mr. J ames’s foimula, 
to show the comparative force of the two sliips. 


Leander. Gf^ntSrenx. 


Broadside Guns 

Crew 

5 No.. 
( tbs. , 
No, . 

26 . . 
, 432 .. 

. 282 . . 

.... 40 

.... 1,024 

936 

Size 

Tons . 

. 1,052 . . 

.... 1,926 


Too much cannot be said in praise of the captain, officers, 
and crew of the Leander ; and it would be some satisfaction to 
know that a defence so gallant won the admiration of an 
enemy ; but tmth forbids us to state that any such feeling 
was snown in this instance. Commodore Lejoille encouraged 
his crew in an organiaed plan of plunder, and the transactions 
which took place could have been expected only frorti a 
Barbary corsair. Every article of clothing, except two shii'ts 
in a handkerchief, were taken from Captain Thompson ; and 
his officers and men were stripped of their clothing and 
everything belonging to them. Although Captain Thomj>son 
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was severely woimded, his cot was refused him, and the 
attendance of liis own surgeon denied ; in consequence of 
which, a musket-ball in his arm was not extracted until after 
the ship’s anival in Corfu, when Mr. Mulberry, the surgeon, 
was smuggled on board the Gonereux unknown to her bmtal 
captain. Such of the seamen as were removed to the Cirt>n^ 
reux were compelled to knot and splice the rigging, and 
those who remained in the Leander had to i-ig jury-masts. 
The food supplied to the prisoners consisted only of rancid 
oil and bad rice. Some time after the arrival of the ships at 
Coifu, the principal part of the officers were sent home on 
their parole ; but the carpenter, Thomas Jarrat, was detained, 
for refusing to furnish Lejoille with the dimensions of the 
Leander’s masts and yards. To add to his other enormities, 
Captain Lejoille endeavoured to induce some of the British 
sailors to enter the Frencli na.vy, and to assist in lighting the 
Geii^reux through a Turoo-Ilussian squadron blockading the 
port ; but this proposal was indignantly rejected ; and a 
maintop-man, named George Bannister, thus gave vent to 
his feelings — No ! you d— — d French rascal; give us back 
our little ship, and we’ll fight yem again till we sink ! ” 

A court-martial was assembled on the 17th of I)ect^ml>er, 
at Sheerness, to try Captain. Thompson and the officers for 
the loss of the ship ; when the court came to the unanimous 
conclusion, that the gallant and almost unprecedented defence 
of Captain Thompson, of his majesty’s late ship Ijeaiider,^ 
against a force so superior, was deservi.ng of every praise his 
countiy and the court could give ; and that his conduct, to- 
gether with that of the officers and men under his command, 
reflected not only the highest honour on them, but on the 
country at large, and they were therefore most honourably 
acquitted. Sir Edward Berry (who had *been knighted on 
the 10th) also received the thanks of the court ; and Captain 
Thompson, on his return to the shore, was cheered from all 

^ Tliis is the same Leander which, at the close of the preceding war, 
fought a gallant action with the Couronne, mentioned .at page 354 of 
thi# volume, when commanded by Captain John Willett Payne. The 
Leander, on the 3rd of March, 1799, fell into the hands of the Bussiana 
and Turks, on the ^rrender of Corfu, and was re8t<ired to England by 
the emperor of Russia, and, as a matter of course, to her place on the 
li<it of liie royal navy. 
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the {diips in the harbour. This brave officer also received 
the honour of knighthood. 

On the 22iid of August, the French 36-gun frigate Decade 
vv^as chased offi Cape Finisterre, and captured by the British 
frigates Kaiad and Magnanime, Captains William Pierrepoint 
and Hon. Michael de Courcy. liie Decade measured 915 
tons, and was added as a 12-pounder 36-gun frigate to the 
British navy. 

On the 2nd of September, the 7 4-gun sliip Swiftsure, and 
Emerald frigate, part of Captain Hood’s squadron, cruising 
offi Alexandria, observed a cutter standing in for the land ; 
and notwithstanding several shot were fired at her, i)er- 
severed in her course, and at length took the ground a little 
to the westward of Marabou tower. The boats were des- 
patched to endeavour to cut her out ; but in the mean time 
the crew of the cutter effected a landing, and the vessel 
was soon knocked to pieces by the heavy surf which broke 
along the beach. The shore, as far as the eye could reach, 
presented nothing but a barren sand ; but before the boats 
had returned to the ships, parries of Arabs were observed 
advancing towards the French, who now, when it was too 
late, perceived that tliey had better havo become prisoners 
to the British. In the hope of preserving their enemies 
from the baibai'ous savages, it was determined to make an 
effort, and the boats were accordingly rowed as close to the 
edge of the suif as the safety of their own crews permitted. 
With most commendable gallantry, Francis William Fmie, 
midshipman of the Emerald, intrepidly leaped into the 
raging surf, and pushing before him an empty ban-el to 
which a line was attached, reached the shore. By this 
means the commander of the cutter and four seamen were 
saved from the fate wliich befel their companions. The 
cutter was the Anemone, carrying .despatches for General 
Bonaparte, and had on boai*d Adjutant-General Cainin and 
Captain Yaletto, who, together with the remaining crew of 
the cutter, about fifty-five men, wei*e in a short time after- 
wards murdered in cold blood by the Arabs. The humane 
courage of Mr. Fane cannot be too highly lauded. * 

On the 7th of September, at noon, the frigates Phaeton 
and Anson, Captains Stopford and Durham, cruising off the 
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Freiicli coast, captui’ed, after a long ciliase, the French 32~gun 
frigate Flore. ^ 

A French squadron, commanded by Commodore Bompart, 
in the Hoche, consisting of 


Guns. Ships. 

74 Hocbe 
( Immortality 
46 < Ttomaine 
( Loire 
36 Bellone 


Qtms. Ships, 

S Coquiile 
E] ibiiscade 
Kosolne 
Symilhii 

Schooner Biche 


sailed from Brest on the 16th of September, having on board 
3,000 troops intended for a descent on the coast of Ireland. 
On the morning of the 17th, this scpKidi’on was fallen in 
with wlien about five leagues to the westward of the B(>c du 
Biiz, by the 38-gun frigates Boadicea and Ethalion, Captains 
Keats and Countess, and 18-gim brig Sylpli, Commander 
J. C. White. Captain Keats immediately mado sail in search 
of Lord Bridport, leaving the Ethalion to watch t}i(3 move- 
ments of the Fi’cnch squadron, -winch on the 18th bore away 
south-west. The Ethalion was joined soon afterwards by the 
38-gun frigate Amelia, and on the 10th by the 1 4-gari frigate 
Anson ; and these ships continued w^atching the niovements 
of the enemy until* the 1st of October, \viu3n blowing and 
thick weatlier separated the British ships ; but on tlie 11th, 
the Ethalion and Anson, which ]jad for a time lost sight of 
the enemy, were joined by Commodore Sir J. Borlase WaiTen. 
The British squtwiron then consisted of- — 


Guns. Ships. 

^ . J Canada Commodore Sir John Borlase Warren, Bart. 

^ ( Kobust Captain Edward Thorriborough 

80 Foudroyant . . „ Sir nioinas Byard 

44 Magnanime . Hon. Michael de Courcy 

38 Ethalion . , . Ceorge Connfcess 

44 Anson Philip C. C. H. Durham 

36 Melampus Graham Moore 

38 Amelia . , . Hon, Charles Herbert 


* The capture of this ship under her original name, Vestale, by the 
Unicorn, Captoin Hunt, will be found at p. 210 of this volume. She 
wastnamed the Flora, in the British service, and, while under the com- 
mand of Captain Jolm Brisbane, was sunk at the evacuation of Hhode 
Island in 1778, to prevent her falling into the enemy hands ; hut was 
afterwards weighed by the Americana, and by them sold to tlie French, 
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Commodore Bompart, on losing sight of the British 
frigates, steered for Lough Swilly, in fultilment of his orders, 
but was discovered on the same day off Tory Island, During 
the night the Anson, in a heavy squall, carried away her 
mizen-mast, main, and main-topsail yards ; and the Iloche 
lost her main-topmast, and fore and mizen top-gallant-masts. 
At 5h. 30m. A.M. on the 12th of October, Commodore Bom- 
part, with his squadron, found himself at no great distance 
from the British. The French ships at tins time were 
formed in two ill-constructed lines, with the disabled Hoclie 
in the centre of the second. The Bobnst and Magnanime 
were about four miles astern, the Amelia on the lee quarter, 
and the Melampiis, Foudroyant, and Canada also to leewaid, 
and the latter distant eight miles: the Anson had parted 
company in the night. At 7h. a.m. the British endeavoured 
to form a line astern of the Bobnst ; and the French 
squadron, being hemmed in wdth the land about Donegal 
Bay, steered south-west, with the wund on the starboard 
beam, formed in line ahead thus: Semillante, Bomaine, 
Bellone, Immortality Loire, Hoche, Biisolue, Coquille, and 
Embuscade. At 7h. 45m. the Bobnst having obtained a 
position on the enemy’s weather quarterf edged away for the 
Embuscade and Coquille, and having passed under the stern 
of the former, ranged up to leeward, and opened fire upon 
the Hoche: these ships were soon in close action. The 
Magnanime followed, and, passing the Bobust to leeward, 
commenced action with the Loire, Immortalite, and Bellone, 
which had bore up to rake her; but these ships, after 
receiving a few broadsides from the Britisli 44, made sail to 
leeward. The Magnanime then placed herself across the 
bows of the Hoche; and at lOh. 50m., the latter being dis- 
abled, liaving 25 guns dismoimted, and a great part of her 
crew killed and wounded, hauled down her colours. The 
Embuscade surrendered at llh* 30m. ; but the Coquille made 
sail after the Loire and Immortality. No time was lost in 
pursuing the four frigates, the object of which a})peared to 
be to cross the bows of the Foudroyant, still on the starboard 
tack. In this the Loire and Immortality succeeded ; but 

in whoso navy sho *otained her name, Flore. It is probable that, when 
taken by Ca^ain Stopforct, she was a private ship. 
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tlie Bellone sailing indifferently, was unable to effect it, and 
was therefore obliged to keep her luff. After engaging the 
Melanjpus, whose masts she disabled, and keeping up a run- 
ning fight of one hour and fifty minutes with the Ethalion, 
the Erench firigate, having had twenty killed and forty-five 
wounded, struck her colours. The Coquille being engaged 
by the Melamp^is, was also obliged to strike, and was taken 
possession of by a boat from the Magnanime. The Anson 
was by this time in sight, but so far to leevrard as to be 
incapable of taking part in the attack; she, however, was 
successively engaged by the Loire and her three consorts as 
they made ofi‘ to leeward ; from wliich cause the Anson had 
two men killed and tliirteen wounded, with masts and yards 
much crippled. 

The loss on board the British slops was as follows: — the 
Canada, one man mortally wounded ; the Foudroyant, nine 
wounded; Robust, ten seamen killed, and Lieut. Lavid 
Colby (lost an arm), and Lieut, of marines William Cottle 
(mortally), and forty men wounded ; Melarnpus, one wounded ; 
Magnanime, seven wounded; Anson, two killed atid three 
wounded ; and Ethalion, one killed and four wounded : 
making a total of tliirt-cen killed and seventy-five wounded. 
The French loss amounted to 462 killed and wounded. The 
first lieutenants of the ships engaged were, W. J. Turquand 
(Canada); David Colby (Robust); Charles Dash wood (Mag- 
nanime); George Sayer (Ethahon) ; John Hinton (Anson) ; 
John H. Martin (JVTelampus) ; Mcabron Holmes (Etha- 
lion) ; of wliom the foiu' first named wei‘e promoted shox^tly 
afterwar<ls. 

On tlie 14th of October, the Immortalite and Rcsolue 
were chased, and the latter overtaken by the Melarnpus, 
Captain Graham Moore, and after a feeble resistance cap- 
tured. The Immortalite made no effort to succour her 
consort, or to bring the Melarnpus to action. 

On the 15th of October, the 32-gun frigate Mennaid, and 
38-gun frigate Revolution!) aire, Captain James Hewmaii 
He^Tnan and Thomas Twysden, with the 18-gun brig Kan- 
garoo, Commander Edward Brace, cruisirig off Black Sod 
Bay, discovered two frigates on the weather beam, bearing 
north, wind north by ofist*; which, on perceiving the British, 
edged off the windj and as the night closed in, sej;)arated, and 
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were pursued, one by the Kevolutionnaire, aurd the other by 
the Mermaid and Kangaroo, the two latter hauling up on 
the larboard tack. On the 16th, the Mermaid and Kangaroo 
regained sight of the ship they were pursuing, and at 3h. p.m:., 
the brig being far advanced in the chase, succeeded in 
bringing the Loire to action in the most gallant manner, and 
continued to engage until, her fore-topmast being shot away, 
she dropped astern. At daybreak on the ITth, the Mer- 
maid having continued the. pursuit, and outsailed the brig, 
tlie Loire sliortened sail, and at 6h. 45m. both ships going 
neai'ly before the wind, steering north-east, the action com- 
menced, and was kept up with great spirit on both sides. 
The Loire made an attemj>t to hoard, which was, however, 
frustrated by the able management of the Mermaid’s lirst 
lieutenant, Michael llalliday ; and shortly afterwards the 
Mermaid gaining a position on the larboard bow of her op- 
ponent, was enabled to ply her starboard guns with con- 
siderable etfect, and closing within pistol-shot, brought down 
the Loire’s fore-topmast and cross-jack-j^ard. Af 9h. 15m. 
the Loire lost lier main-topsail-yard, which was followed by 
the fall of the Mermaid’s ; and just as Captain Kewman was 
on tlie point of reaping the reward of Ids braveiy, and had 
directed the Mermaid to be lulled across the hawse of the 
Loire, the mizou-mast of the British frigate w'^as shot a^vay, 
and her main-topmast came dowm. Thus crippled, and 
having all her sails riddled, and her remaining masts badly 
wounded, tlie Mermaid ceased firing, upon which the Loire 
put before the wind, and wiis soon out of siglit. The Mer- 
maid liad three men killed and thirteen wounded. The 
Mermaid was of the small 12-pounder class, of 693 tons only, 
and 200 men; while the Loii*e was a first class 18-pounder 
frigate, of 1,100 tons, and including soldiers, had on board 
624 men, of wliich her loss is not stated. A heavy gale 
c.aine on shortly aft-er the action, in wliich the Mermaid lost 
her foremast, and after a dangerous run, reached Lough 
Swilly on the 19th. Lieutenant Michael Halliday, having 
on this occasion, as well as when first lieutenant of «the 
Phoebe, at the capture of the N^reide, distinguished liimself, 
wasproniotod to the rank of commander, and Ids commission 
^ated back to the previous July. ^ 

On the morning of the 18th, the Loire, with the loss of 
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fore and main topmasts, was discovered to leewaa'd by the 
Anson and Kangaroo. The former, as before stated, was 
witbont her mizen-mast, and her main-yard and main -cross- 
trees wore likewise carried away. At lOli, 30m. a.m. the 
Anson opened fire, which was continued till llh. 45m, The 
Anson, as well as the Loire, by this time was in a very dis- 
abled state, and was dropping astern, when Captain Brace, 
ill the Kangaroo, having received a sliot and some volleys of 
musketry from the Loire, gallantly ranged up along.side, and 
for the second time brought the Loii*e to action. Unable to 
contend with this spirited little enemy, and her mizen-mast 
falling over the side, cariying with it her colours, the obsti- 
nately-defended French frigate was surrendered, and a boat 
from the Kangaroo took possession of the prize. The Anson 
had two seamen killed, and Lieut, of marines William 
Abell, William Ho billiard and Francis H. Payler, midship- 
men, eight seamen and two marines, wounded. The Loire 
had foi'ty-eight men killed and seventy w ounded. 

On the* iiOth of October, the Immortalite, on her wuy to 
Brest, was fallen in with by the 38-gua Irigate Fisgard, 
Captain Thomas B^^am Martin. All sail was made in pur- 
suit, and as the Fisgard gained rapidly in the chase, the 
Immortalite, at llh. a.m., hoisted her colours, luid fired her 
stem chiQsers, At llh. 30m. the Fisgard commenced iiring 
her bow guns, and at 12Ii. 30n). succeeded in getting along- 
side, wlieri a w"ell-coiitested action took place. At a little 
before Ih. p.m. tlie Fisgard’s sails and l igging liad received so 
much damage, that she dropped astern, and the French 
frigate endeavoured to escape ; but at Ih. 30m., the Fisgard 
liaving repaired damages, again got up with her antagonist. 
The action continued until 31i. p.m., by whicli time the Im- 
mortalite having Tier mizen-mast shot away — her other masts 
badly wounded — ^very leaky from shot-holes — and her cap- 
tain and first lieutenant, tw^o military officers, and fifty-finir 
men being killed, and sixty-one wounded, hauled down her 
colours. The Fisgard, wiien the action terminated, had five 
feet> water in her hold, her masts and rigging much injured, 
and had sustained a loss of ten seamen killed, and Lieut, of 
marines Mark A. Gerard, twenty-three seamen, and two 
marines, \vounded. The prize carried twenty-four long 
24-pounders on her main deck, and foui teen long 8-pounders, 



496 FATE OF bompaet’s sqbadeon. [1798. 

and foTir brass 36-pounder carronades, on her quarter-deck 
and forecastle, malaiig a total of forty-two guns. The Fis- 
gard was an 1 8-poiincler frigate, and in all mounted forty-six 
guns. Lieutenant Surman Carden, first of the Fisgard, was 
made a commander. This action is distinguished by the naval 
medal. 

As tins was the last of Bompart’s squadron captured, it 
may be desirable to recapitulate the fate of her consorts. 


f Captured by Sir John Borlase Warrants 
t squadron, on the 12th of October. 

Struck to the Melampus on the 14th. 
i After an action with the Kangaroo and Mer- 
< maid on the Idth, captured by the Anson 
( and Kiingaroo on the 18th of October. 

J Captured by the Fisgard on the 20th of 
( of October. 

\ Reached Brest or L'Orient. 


The Hoclie was a beautiful ship of 1,000 tons, and long 
remained an ornament to the British nav}^, under the name 
of Donegal. The Coquille and Eixibtiscade were 900-ton 
trigates, of the 12-pouiider class, and the latter, under the 
name Ambuscade, performed good service; but the former 
took fire and blew up in Hamoaze, shortly after being sur- 
veyed preparatory to purchase. The Eellone and E^solue 
were ships of 880 tons, but although purchased into the navy, 
were never actively employed. The Loire and Immortality 
had a long run, and M'ill be found honourably mentioned in 
the succeexling pages. The thanks of both Lexises of par- 
liament were voted to Commodore Warren, and the captains, 
<fec., iindxu* his orders, and the naval medal was bestowed in 
1847 upon the surviving participators in the action. 

On the 24tli of October, at 8h. the 18-pounder 36~gun 
frigate Sirius, Captain Richard King, cruising off the Tx^xel, 
fell in with the Dutch 12-pounder 36-gun frigate Furie, 
Captain Blctz, and 24-gun corvette Waakzaamhcid, Captain 
Keirop. The two Dutcli ships being about two miles distant 
from each other, Captain King determined to bring the 


Guns. Ships. 

74 Hoebe . . 

! Coquille 

Eiribuacade .... 

Bellone 

B^solue 

Loire 

40- 

ImmortaHt<5 , . 

40 Romaixie 

36 S<^raill5iiite .... 
Schooner Biche 
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woatlierrnost to action first, and firing a b.i-oad.side into the 
Furie as site passed, hauled up l\)r the eovvcii(.s Avluch at 
91). A, M. liaiiled down her colours. The Eiirie, ou socing the 
fate of her comiiiodofe (Ca.{«taiu Neiroj) lieiug tlie senior 
officei‘), bore up, and endeavoured to ('scape ; and l>efore the 
Sirius could got the prisoners out of tlie corvette, \vas nearly 
out of sight. The Sirius, however, at r>h. i\m., overtook the 
frig; it cj, and brought her to close action; but the sujjerior 
fi.re of tlio British frigate quickly disabhi<.l the Furie, find a 
little before Cli. r.M. her colours ^vere hauhxl down. The 
Sirius had only one njan wounded. Tlio Fuiie, out of t^2S 
(including 1 solduu's), bad eight lueu killed and fourteen 
wounded. The AYaakzjiamlieid laid a ci*ow of 222 njcn, 
including 122 soldiers, and sustained no loss. 

On the 5th of December, the British 12-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Ambuscade, Caj^tain Henry Jenk'in.s, sailed fruui 
Fly mouth on a eriuse ; and on tin-; 8tli, c;i]vture<l a Freucli 
brig and chassc-marcey into wliich tbo se.coud lieutenant 
aiul a prize crew were sent, and tliirty piisoi K'rs vverc 
received on board the Ainbuscade. This, w ith anotlKjr |>rize 
crew at Idyrnouth, reduced tin? luonber of im.>n mi bo,aixl tlie 
frigate to 190. Tde A.nibuscade oxpectc’id to be joijuMl off 
Bordciaux by the 32-gun frigate Stag, Ca|:)tain tbjse[)h 
Sydney Yoi‘ke, andjon the 14th of T')(^c(uubor, at Tlr, A. 31,, a 
sail wus seen (;orning down lad'oro tlic wind ; uthI (. i{.|)taiu 
Jenkins l)elieving tlie stranger to be his expcicted consort, 
hove to, in order to facilitate her junction, and the ]>eoplo 
went to lu'c^akfast. 

At Oh. A.M., tlie stranger having approat'hed within two 
miles of the Ambuscade’s wcatlier beam, liault 'd to the wind 
on tin? starboiird tack, and Cajitain Jeiikiijs then discovered 
tlmt the stranger was liot the Stag. The hjindsw'iro imme- 
diately turned up, and all sail mad(3. The h;iinn locks were 
piped down, and every means resorted to in order to iiicrca,S (3 
the speed of the Ambuscade; and, at llh. 30jn., the British 
frigate fired a bow gun at the chase, whicli was iusi;a.ntly 
returned from tlie enemy’s stem cliast^rs. The strai)g«:;r was 
the’ Fi*ench national 28-gnn sliip Baionnaise, Lieut eiianfc 
de vaisseau Edmond Bicher, mounted thirty- two guns, 
and had a crew (iiududing an officer and thirty soldiers) of 
250 men. Both shijjs then hoisted tlieir colours, and the 
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Baaonnaise haviog sliortened sail, the AmbuscSade ranged tip 
on the larboard quarter of the enemy, and a very steady 
cannonading ensued, which was kept up, to the manifest 
disjjdyantage of the Baionnaise, until Ih* p.m., when one of 
the Ambuscade’s main-deck guns burst, and wounded eleven 
men, besides blowing up the gangway, cutting the port down 
to the lower deck, and staving the boats on the booms. 
The confusion and distrust which, such a disaster always 
produces can hardly be described ; and the Baionnaise, 
willing to profit by the accident, made sail, and endeavoured 
to escape. She was, however, soon followed by the Am- 
buscade, which a second time ranged up to leeward, and 
commenced the action ; hut having too much way, shot 
ahead of her opponent. The latter was by this time much 
cut up in sails and rigging, and her loss in killed and 
wounded was considciiible, including her captain and first 
lieutenant. As a last effort for victory, therefore, the officer 
in charge of the troops suggested to the commanding ofiicer 
of the Baionnaise that an attempt should be made to board, 
which their number of men appeared to render advisable. 
Accordingly, the helm of the Baionnaise w^as put uj), and 
she ran the Ambuscade (which ship w^is then on her lee 
bow) on board, her bowsprit carrying away the Ambuscade’s 
mizeriinast, deniolisliing the stai'board bulwark, and knocking 
away her wheel. 

The French ship having carried away her own jib-boom, 
and the head of the bowsprit, would then liave gone 
clear of the Ambuscade, had not the fluke of one of lier 
anclioi*s hooked the frigate’s rudder-cliains, by wliich the 
two ships were held together. The French crew the.i 
assembled in great numbers upon the forecastle and bowsprit 
of the Baionnaise, from whence they kept up a continual 
discharge of musketry, which was returned by the marines 
of the Ambuscade with great animation and effect. The 
Ambuscade’s first lieutenant (Dawson Mayne) was one of 
the earliest to fall under this galling fire ; he was mortally 
wounded, and expired very soon after being caiTied below. 
Captain Jenkins was also w’ounded in the thigh-bone, and 
taken off the deck. Lieutenant Sinclair, of the marines, 
was wounded in the shoulder and thigh ; he, too, was com- 
pelled to quit the deck. Mr. James* Brown, the master, was 
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shot through the head, and fell dead upon the deck ; and 
Lieutenant Josej)h Briggs, who, hearing of the loss of officers, 
liad gallatitly quitted a sick bed to take j)ait in the aetion, 
was wounded in t^he head almost as soon as he made his 
appearance. Mr. William Bowman Murray, the ptirser, 
next volunteered to take command, and was very soon tlie 
only officer left on the quarter-deck. At this period, when 
the men upon deck were exerting themselves to their utmost 
to repel the assailajits, the gunner ran aft to say that tlic^ 
ship was on fire. The fire was, however, not of great con- 
sequence in itself, and was occasioned by the explosion of 
some cartridges on the rudder-head, which blew out part of 
the stern frame, and stove the jolly-boat lianging in the 
stem davits. But the confusion natural to this event was 
soon evident to the enemy; and the cTew of tlie Baionnaise, 
making .a bridge of the l)owsprit, boarded, and with small 
op})ositiou (for very few men I'cmained alive on the quarter- 
deck of the Britisli shij)) hatded down her colours. 

The Ambuscade, including lier first lieutenant and niiister, 
had ten killed, and Captain Jenkins (dangerously), Lieu- 
tenants Briggs and James Sinclair, and thir*ty-three wounded. 
The Baionnaise, vWiose crew has already been stated, had 
thirty officers and men killed, and thirty wounded. The 
Ambuscade was a ship of 684 tons, mounting twenty-six 
long 12-poun(lcrs (guns which, had each of them undergone 
an examination, would have been condemned as unfit for 
use, and more dangerous to friends than f'oes), in addition to 
which she mounted twelve ill-fitted 24-poun(lcr caiTonades 
on her qiiartei -deck and forecastle. The Baionnaise, on the 
other hand, was a fine little ship, of 580 tons, armed with 
twenty-four French 8-])Ounders (answering to 0-)>ounders 
English), with six useful 6-pounders, two 8G-pounder car- 
roiiades, and eight swivels on her qiiai* ter- deck and forecastle. 
The result of the action, therefore, when we take into con- 
sideration the small number of the Britisli crcAv, and truth 
compels us to atld, the bad description of men which foirned 
a large part of it, ’and the general want of discipline on 
board, cannot cause surprise. The early wound of the cap- 
tain ami loss of officers, the accidental position of the two 
ships during the latter part of the contest, whic-li afforded 
the enemy full ojijiortuiiity for the use of the advantage 
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wliich they possesscnl, «aris.mg from the nmneroiis crew, are 
points which must liave duo weight ; although it must evei' 
be a source of regret that a British fi-igate should have been 
compelled to surrender to an enemy nominally (but nomi- 
nally only) a cjorvette ; yet, under all tlie (.urcumstances, we 
do not view the capture of the Ambuscade in the very severe 
light in which it lias by scune becm beheld. The court- 
martial assembled to try Capdain tlenkius and his surviving 
ollicers and crew, pronounced a sentence of acquittal upon 
all ; but conveyed severe censures up>on a part of the shij)’s 
company, wdiicli had not acted well. 

On tlie 7tl) of Deeeinlxn*, the British 2S-gun shi]) Perddx, 
CVij>tam William C. Paine, cruising leewjH’d of St. Tlio- 
inas’s, received infoianation tliat a Preiicli sliij> of war had 
been seen seven leiigiies to windward of Yn*gin-Gorda. 
Strong adverse gales ]>re vented the Perdrix from beating up 
to the spot pointed out; but on the 11th succeeded in 
gtjtting sight of the stranger, which, after a sixteen hours’ 
chase, was brought to close action. ^I^lie action was con- 
i iniied lV)r foi‘ty--two minutes, when the stranger siiri*endered, 
-and proved to be the French 18-gun privateer shij> Arm^e 
rl'ltaiie. The Perdrix, out of a crew of l53 men and boys, 
had only one man woun<lcd, and the privateer, out of 117, 
ha(l six killed and five v/oiinded. Capta.in Faliio reported 
very tavoural>ly of tlie conduct of his officers, Lieutenants 
Edward Ottley and James Smith, Moses Crawfortk master, 
ajid Samuel Piguenet, pursei\ 
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The exigencies of tlie nqf ion led to the ti'ial of eveiy jHan 
which ingenuity could suggest ; and, anunig numerous 
experiments, one was projected by Captain Bchank. Tlie 
Wolverine, a inei^chant vesstd., of 286 tons, wjlsv j purchased 
into the navy, intended principally I’or the ]:>rotection of 
convoys ; and rigged as a baric. Tier jiriiuiment consisted, 
on the main dcclr, of six 24-pouiidei* oarroiiades, and two 
long 12-])oundcrs j and on the quarter-deck and foT'ccastle 
she mounted five 12-pounde,r earronades. Those guns were 
so fitted, that, hy ineaiis of grooves across the (Icck, they 
could be transported from one side to Die otbei* ; ami, con- 
sequently, lier armament was considered equivalent to that 
of a 2f:)-gnn ship, sijice slie could fight thirteen g^uns on 
either si<ie, Ikit one bad quality in the Wolv<>rine could 
not be remedied, wbich was her sluggishness. TljeWol-- 
veiine, Commandeer Lewis Mortlock, while ciuising ofi‘ 
Boulogne, on the 4tli of Janmuy, during foggy w'eather, was 
attacked by two large luggers, which, taking her for a merchant 
vessel, l)oi'e down upon her. The lluse, one of the luggers, 
iiiounted eight long 4 -pounders, wit!) a crew of sovtuity men; 
and the otlnu', the Fui-et, fourteen long l-poundcrs, with 
eighty men. In order to iavonr tlie delusi'jn, the WoIv(‘rine 
displayed Danish c;oh>iir.s ; ami when tlie Furet, having 
arrived close to her, hailtal to know her cliaracter, Caj>tain 
Mortlock answered, that ho was from Fly mouth, bound to 
Copenhagen. The lugger, being then on tlie Wolverhuvs 
stai'board quarter, immediaiely boarded, running her Ijow- 
spiit between the bark’s main and mizeu masts. Fngiish 
colours qvdckly .superseded Danish, and the Wolverine 
opened a fire of grea.t guns and small arms up(vri the unsus- 
pecting Frenchman. Captfiin. Mortlock himself assisted in 
lasSing the bow’^sp'iit of the Furet t(; tlie mizeii rigging td* 
the Wolverine. The French tlien made sevenil attempts to 
board, but on each occasion wore r(>]»ulse<I witli. loss. The 
Buse now closed, and laid the W olverine on board on her 
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larboard bow, and. also attempted to board ; and it required 
the most strenuous endeavours of the British sailors to defeat 
the object. The crew of the Furet, observing that the 
major part of the Wolverine’s men were engaged repelling 
the attack of the Ruse, made a simultaneous effort, and three 
men gained a footing on the poop of the bark. One of 
these, cheering on his comrades to the assault, was despatched 
by Captain Mortfock. 

Bags of combustibles were now thrown into the Wol- 
verine’s cabin windows, which set her on fire just over the 
magazine ; and while the British crew were engaged in 
extinguishing the flames, the privateers sheered off, and 
escaped. The last shot moitally wounded Captain Mortlock, 
who had previously received three wounds. He was carried 
below, and soon afterwards fainted from loss of blood ; but 
with Ms latest breath he enjoined his lieutenant to “ lufl! 
and keep close to them.” In .-this desperate skirmish, with 
more than double their number, the Wolverine had twc 
men killed, the captain (mortally) and seven wounded. 
The loss of the luggers, as acknowledged by the French, was 
as follows : — Fiu*et, five men killed, her captain and five 
men ivioi’tally, and ten badly wounded ; Ruse, three officers 
and two men killed, and five mortally, and several badly 
wound(3d. 

On the 6th of February, the 74-gun ship Leviatlian, Com- 
modore elohn T, Duckwoi-tli, and 44-gun ship Argo, Cap- 
tain James Bowen, having rounded the east end of Majorca, 
at 4h. p.M., in a fresh gale of wind from the westward, dis- 
covered two Spanish frigates at anchor, both of which cut 
their cables, and made sMl to the nortli-east. Towards 
night the Leviathan split her main-topsail, and the Bpanish 
frigates soon afterwards sepanited. One making off before 
the wind, the Argo bore up after her, and about midnight 
closed with her chase, which, after a feeble resistance, hauled 
down her colours. She proved to be the Spanish 34-gun 
frigate Santa Teresa, mounting in all forty-two guns, and 
commanded by Ca{)taiii Don Pablo Perez. Her congort, 
which was the Proserpine, escaped. The Santa Teresa, 
being a fine new ship of 950 tons, was added to the British 
aavy under the same name, as a 12-j>ounder 36~gun frigate. 

On the 9th of February, at daybreak, the 12-pounder 
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32-gun frigate Daedalus, Captain Henry Lidgbird Ball, Being 
off Cape Natal, on her way to the Qipe of Good Hopej dis- 
covered two sail on her starboard bow, which proved to be the 
French 36-gun frigate Prudente, Captain Le Jolliffe, find an 
American ship, her prize. The latter having on board, as a 
prize crew, seventeen of the Prudente’s men, togetlier with 
ten 6-pounders from the frigate’s quarter-deck, left the 
Prudente with twenty-six long 12-pounders,, two long 
6-pounders, and two 36-pounder Ifmss carronades. At 
7h. A.M., the two strangers separated— the larger one, which 
was distant about six miles, running in towards the land, 
mid the smaller ship standing off to the southward. All sail 
was instantly made by the Da3dalus in pursuit of the frigate, 
and at noon she got within reach of her stem chasers, ajid 
ten minutes afterwards (having by this time affoided oppor- 
tunity for the escape of her prize), the Prudente shortened 
sail and hauled up on the larboai’d tack across the bows of 
the Daedalus, and bred her broadside. The Daedalus having 
also shortened sail, at 25m. past noon passed close under the 
stern of the French frigate, and firing a broad.side, luffed up 
within pistol-shot on her starboard quarter. After a spirited 
action, which lastSl till Ih, 20m., by which time the I'm- 
dente had lo.st her mizenmast, and w^as otherwise much cut 
up, with the loss of twenty-seven men killed and twenty-two 
wounded, the French colours were hauled down. The Du-mIm- 
lus commenced the action wdth 212 men and boys, and had 
two killed and twelve wounded. Although a trilling advan- 
tage was possessed by tlie British frigate, in consequence of 
the guns wliicli were on board the Pnidentc’s prize, yet in 
every other respect the Dtedalus w^as inferior, and the result 
is creditable to the skill of the British officers and crew. 
Taking her prize in tow,' the Dsedalus proceeded to the Cape, 
and both anchored in Table Bay on tlie 15tli. The first 
lieutenant of the Dsedalus, Nicholas Tucker, was honourably 
mentioned by Captain Ball in his official letter. 

On the 22nd of February, the 14-gun brig Espoir, Corn- 
m|Lnder James Saunders, cruising off* Malaga, descried a 
Spanish xebeck, mounting fourteen guns, with three vessels 
in company. The Espoir, after a short chfise, brought the 
xebeck Africa to close action ; and after an engagement of 
one hour and twenty minutes, the Spaniard was boarded and 
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carried. Out of 113 men, the Africa had Jiine killed and 
twenty-tdght wounded. The Espoir had two men killed and 
two wounded. 

On the 19 til of Fehruaiy, the 38“gnn frigate Sibyl le^ 
Captain Edward Cooke, sailed from Madras in search of the 
44 -gun .French frigate Forte, Captain Beauli(3u Le Ijorig, 
which had \)e(;ouie a terror to the Indian seas frr)iii her 
successes. On tlie 28th, at Sli. 30m. r.M., the Sibylle l>eing 
off tlie South Sand Head, having obtained certain informa- 
tion of the eriiising-groimd of the enemy, and standing to 
the south-east with a light air from the southward, observed 
Hashes of guns in tlie north-east quarter, and at 91i. 30m. three 
sail wei‘e seen. 3'hese were the Forte, and the jiiiidc^avour 
and Lord Moi’iiington, country .ships fi*om Cldna, which, she 
had just captured, The Sibylle stood on until able to fetch 
to windwiird of the .strangers, and at lOli. tacked, and 
shortened sail to lier thre(i topsails, jib, and spank(?r, and 
steertnl for the centre ship. The sea was quite smooth, and 
tli(i bre^eze ni'jderate. At miduiglit, tlie Sibylle liaving 
a]>pro:iched witliii. 1 .. half a mile (.)f tbo Forte, tbe latter, 
ivnagining the strangm* to be another mercluiut slii|>, liove 
about on the larboard tack, and crossing the Siliy lie’s bows at 
no gj'(^at distaiKte, i]iscJiarge<l her broadside, but only cut 
away dnu* jib stay. , The Sibylle, howevei*, reserved her lire 
until an oiiportunity of nsing her shot eilcctiiaiiy was atJVnded, 
and wlien the Ifurte was abaft her weather beam, tlio 
Sibylle tacke(l, and ga-ined a position on tlie weather and 
larlioard c|uart(U’ of her enemy. The Forte, expecting that 
it was the Sibylie’s intention to engage to windward, pre- 
|>aroil accordingly^ ; but the latter, when close to the Forte, 
suddcfily^ bore iq>, and passing witliiii a few feet of her stern, 
poured a most destructive inking treble-shotted broadside 
into her ; am.! then hauling clo.se up umler her lee, a deter- 
mined cannonading took phice within half pistol-shot distance. 
Ca]>tain Cooke was mortally woundod at Ih. 30m. a.m. 
(Mai'ch 1st), and tlie command devolved on Lieutenant 
Lucius Hardymaii. In a few minutes after the captain had 
been caii*ied off the doick, Captain Davies, aide-de-camp to 
Lord jMornington, was killed by a cannon-shot. The action 
coiitinued unabated till 2b., when, the firing having ceased 
on board the Forte, she vras liailed to know if* she had sui> 
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rendered ; but as no reply was made, tlie Sibylle recommenced 
firing. After a seciond cossatioii, obtaining no answer to tlio 
hail, and perceiving that the Eorto was meditating an escape, 
another broadside was thrown in, which brought down her 
foremast ; this was quickly followeil by lier mam and mizeix 
masts and bowsprit, upon which tlie British seamen cheered, 
and at 2 In 28m. ceased firing. 

The SibylJc s anchor was then let go in seventeen lathoms, 
and all hands were employed in bending sails and repairing 
the rigging, in expectation of an attack from the (jonsorts of 
the Borte, of tlie character of which they were iguiorant. 
About 31). an Engli.sJi ]»riso3:ier haihid from the Forte, re- 
questing tliat a, boat might be sent on board, as all theirs 
Avere ur)fit i'or use, which Avas done ; and tlie Forte Avas taken 
possession of l:iy tlie third lieutenant, Nicholas Manger. The 
Sib vile had all her masts, and on the main and mizen 

masts, wounded, and her sails and ninniiig riggiiig Aixiy much 
cut ; l>ut only six shot had struck her hull. Iter loss 
amounted to Captain DaAues and four seamen and soldiers 
killtHl ; Captain Cuoki? (mortally), ami lUl(?en sc^amen and 
one so]di(ir Avoimded ; total, live killed ami stjventec.ii wounded. 
The Forte was tofifily dismasted, liov hull very much shat- 
tereil, and the starboard bulwark of the <jna.i‘t(.',r-dcck tmd 
forca:astl(‘ levelled. More than 2o0 sliot; had <‘nterod lier 
hull, and her caliles Avere cut and rendered unservl(?oablo in 
the tiers. Her loss amounted to lier captain a-ml sixty-five 
olTicers and men killed, a;nd licr iir.st lieutenant and eiglity 
wounded. 

The Foi’to was one of the finest fiigatcs in the Avorld. 
Her model was beautiful ; and she measui’ed 1,100 tons 
(length lietwcen deidcs 170 fetit, and in byoailtli forty-three 
feet tlij-ec inch(*s), and mounted thirty long 24-pouiiders 
on lier main deck, and fourteen long 8q>oander.s, and four 
brass 36-|>oiui<ler carronades on her quarter deck and f ire- 
C£|stlo. Her crew nuivibcTed only 370, it having lieen much 
reduccMl liy manning her ]>rizes. The Biliyllc’s ariiiainent 
was the usual one of lier class, viz. twenty-<iigiit long 
I8“pounders on the main deck, fourteen. 32-jK)uuder car- 
ronades and six long 9-poiinders on tlic quarteiMleck and 
forecastle, llei* crew, Avhieh Iiad been gr(?atly weiikiajcil by 
sickness, had been reinforced by a party of Scotch lirigades 
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previously to her quitting Madras on her misKsion ; so that 
she commenced the action with 371 men. The tiiumph was 
indeed a proud one, but it received no slight damp from the 
mortal woxmd of Captain Cooke, than whom a more gallant 
or a better officer the navy could not boast. He lingered in 
great pain from his wounds till the 25th of May following, 
and died at Calcutta,^ The naval medal has been granted for 
this action. 

The Forte was commissioned as a British frigate, and the 
command conferred on Lieutenant Hardyman, who was 
advanced to post rank in January, 1800. Captain Hardyman 
continued in command of this ship until she was wrecked 
near the entrance of the Bed Seii. 

- On the 3rd of March, the French 74-gun ship Oen^reux, 
commanded by Captain LejoiUe (whose inhuman treatment 
of the crew of the Leander has just been noticed), having 
nine transports with 1,000 troops on bojird for the relief of 
Corfu, sailed from Ancona; but on the 2:)assage called off 
Brindisi, where the Genereux grounded. She was hred at 
fr(5m the castle, and the first shot killed Captain Ltjoille and 
badly wounded General Clement. The Genereux, under the 
command of Lieutenant Claude Touffet,* on learning that 
Corfu had surrendered, returned with the transpoi-ts to 
Ancona. 

On the 8th of March, Commodore Sir William Sidney 
Smith, ill the 74-gun ship Tigrc, having been invested with 
the rank of minister plenipotentiary to the Sublime Forie, 
was lying off Alexandria, from whence lie despatched the 
Theseus, Captain Balph Willett Miller, with Colonel Fhe- 
lipeaux, of the engineers (a French royalist officer), to Acre, 
in consequence of ^n express received from Achmed Djezzar, 
with information that Bonaparte had invaded Syria, and 
that Jaffii had been carided by storm. Having also learm} 
that the French were preparing an expedition by sea, Sir 
Sidney sent Mr. James Boyer, midsliipman, in the Marianne 
prize galliot, to reconnoitre the coast to the eastward, and 
rejoin liim at Cai’ffa. ^ 

On the 13th, the Theseus anived at Acre, and on the loth 
the Tigre, Alliance, a/n'mee-en-Jiutey and Marianne also an 

* A hamlsome monument is erected at Calcutta to the memory of 
Captain Cooke, by the Directors of the East-Iiidia Com])any, 
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cliored ia tliat poii ; aad Sir Sidney, finding that the Tnrk» 
were disposed to defend tiie place, used every exertion to 
put the walls in the best possible state to resist an attack. 
On the 17 th, the Theseus was detached to the southward, 
and Sir Sidney, with the boats of tlie Tigre, proceeded to 
the anchorage of Oaifia, near the promontory of Mount 
Carmel. At lOh. p.m. the advanced guard of tlie French 
was seen, mounted on asses and dromedaries, passing close 
to the sea-side ; when Lieutenant John Bushby, with the 
launch, carrpng a 12-pouader carronade, wa# sent to the 
entrance of the Kerdanneh river to defend the ford. 

On the 18th, at daybreak, the launch opened an unex- 
pected fire on the French troops, and comj)elled them to 
change their route, taking the ^Nazareth road, in coiiseciuence 
of which they became exposed to the attacks of the Samaritan 
Arabs. Tlie guns of the British ships having prevented 
the French from making an attack along the north coast, 
they invested Acre on the north-east side, where the defences 
were much more formidajde. As no return from artillery 
was made to the cannonade of the British boats, it was 
evident that the French had none ; and expecting that a 
flotilla was on its way to join, a look-out was kept, and on 
the 18th, at 5h. A.M., a corvette and nine sail of French gun- 
vessels, were seen from the Tigiu. After a chase, tlie whole 
except the corvette were captured, together with the Tori*i<le, 
which had been taken from the British tliat morning. The 
prizes mounted together thirty-two guns, and canied 208 
men. They were laden with battering cannon, and every 
kind of ammunition and stores required for the siege, which 
they had brought from Damietta. These guns intended for 
the destruction, were now landed for tb^ defence of Acre ; 
and the vessels employed to harass tlie enemy along the 
coast, and cut off supplies. 

On the 18th, an attack was made on four transports, 
l^den with suf) plies, lying in the port of Gaiffa, by the boats 
of the Tigre and Tht^seus, accompanied by boveral gun-boats, 
which pushed in at lOh. A.M., but they were repelled with 
ccmsiderable loss, having Midshipmen Aiiihur Lambert, Jolm 
Goodman, John Gell, and John Carra, and eight seamen 
killed j and Midsliipmau John Waters and twenty-six sea- 
men wounded, eight of whom, and twelve otlxers, were made 
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prisoners. Lieiitenants Busliby, Sjimuel Hood Inglefield, 
Williani Knight, and James Stokes, with Lieutenant of 
marines Charles F. Burton, were honourably mentioned by 
the commodore as having distinguished themselves in this 
aifair. d’he British sliips were compelled to quit this iin- 
sheltere<l anchorage by a heavy gale, but returned again on 
the Gth of April. During their absence, however, the h’rench 
had pushed their appi'caches to the countorscar ];) ; and in the 
dd;ch at the north-east angle of tlie towii^ wei'e lainiiig the 
towers to wMen the breach which had been already made by 
their held-pieces. 

As much danger wais apprehended from their approach, a 
sortie was d«^tcnuined on, in which tliC/ seamen and marines 
were to forces their way into the inme, wliile the Turks 
attacked tlic; enemy’s ti’enches on the right and left. Just 
before daylevak on tlio 7th the sortie commenced, l>ut the 
Turks renderodi abortive the attempt to sur])ri8e thc^ enemy 
by their imjxduosily and noise. LieuttMiant John Wesiley 
Wright, of the jl’igre, altliongh wonndetl by two inuskot- 
balls, entered the mine at the head of the j>ike-Uien ; and 
having ascertained its direction, pulled down the sujvporttu’s, 
and did all the injury that could be elTected at the ti nu?. 
Major John Douglas, with, tlie marines, ably ,sup[>orted the 
se.amen intliis dcsjKuate service, find brought offtlie woumied. 
Among the kiUed was JMajor Thomas Olcltield, of the marines, 
and two ])rivates. 1 Jeutenant AVrighi, of the navy — who 
w^as so exhausted from his exei’tions thfit he could scarcely 
crawl from the trenches — with fiieutcnant George B(*atty 
(marines), Midshipman iliehard Janvrin, and Jiimes JM. B, 
Forbes, one seigea-nb and six private marines, ami twelve 
seamen, were wounded. The Tliesous lifid tfiken an excel h^ut 
position to support the fis.'^ailants, and lier lire was very 
ellectual in covering tln^ retreat of tlie detachment on its 
retuiMi to the garrison, Bear-Admiral Perree, in the niean- 
wdiile, succeeded in throwing aujrplies i.nto Jaila, find four 
18-y>oundcrs were hinded from tlie French frigate J'uuon. 

[!rh(i gai-rison made severtal sorties uiid(;r cover of the 
boats of the squadron, wdiich were continued until tlie ist 
of May, ])y wliicli time the French having widened tluj 
breach by a heavy cannonading of several liours from twenty- 
three pieces of artillery, made a desperate attemjrt to stoi-m. 
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The Theseus was moored on one side the town, and the Tigire 
on the other, while the gim-boats and lauriolies fiaiiked the 
enemy’s trenches. Notwithstanding a tremendous fire from 
the shipping, and in the fiice of a heavy lire Irom tlm walls of 
Acre, tljc French hravely mounted to the assault, but -were 
repulsed wnth gi eat s]anght(>.r. The Britisli had to lament the 
loss of Oommandor Diivid Wilmot, of t lie Alliance, who, in en- 
deavouring to mount an Ijowitzer on the wniis, was killed by a 
riile-lmllet 3 besides whom, Midslu])niau iirlsvard IMorris and 
four seanien ^vev<^ lolled, and Licutonajit William Knight 
(Tigre) and eigld men Avoumied. Oolonel Phelipeaux, the 
valued friend of Bir Bidnoy Bmitli, <hed on. tlic 2 nd of Maj^ 
fiivcr br^.)ug]i t on by excessive fiitiguo. 

The French continued to batter in i)L*»:\ach, but up to tlie 
6 th of May all their atteni]>ts to storm liad botai defeated ; 
nor were thc^y more siiccessfvd in thi*ir attacks on the tvro 
ravelins wiiielt Sir Sidney had cx)nstmcted within muske‘t-shot 
of the besieg<?i‘.s. FrequcJit sorties were jujuIc, Avhich im- 
peded the Fro.neh in their covering works, and on the 7th a 
reinfore‘cment arrived fr(.)m Kliodes, consisting of twr> '!fui.*kish 
corvettes and twcTity-.fi ve, transports with troo[>s. l.>oiiaj>arte 
determined on niat^ing another effort for victory before these 
troo|)s could disembark ; and the fire from the French bat- 
teries was ke])t up with increased vigour, as was also tliiit 
from file Briiisli g'un-l>oats, but witli less than tlieir nsuM 
effect, in conserpience of the cpauliuent jind tra. verses thrown 
up by tljo Frencli for protection. An 18'|>oaud(*r, mounted 
in tlie lighfiiouse castle, under Cinistopher Seroeder, mas- 
ter’s mate, and a 24-]K;)un(ler in the noith luvelin, under 
Mr. Jones, did gmat execution, licing within grap(v shot of 
the advanced forces j and two 68 -])oundm-B, Tuounted in. tAVO 
djerius lying in the mole, undt'.r the diretiioii of Mr. James 
Bray, cai'[)enter of the Tigre, threw shells into tlie centre of 
the enemy’s column with destructive effect. The besiegers, 
bowever, gaimxl ground, and haAdng battei‘ed down the Tip|)er 
part of the noi-th-east tower, the ruins fcirnied ii ladder for 
tiigir ascent, and at daylight on the 8 th the Frencli succeeded 
in planting tlieir staiuLuvron the outer angle of the tower. 
Their position was sheltered by two traverses, Avhicli had’ 
been constructed during the preceding niglit, com])Osed of 
sand-bags and bodies of the dead built in with them, and these 
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were so liigli that their bayonets only^ were seen above them. 
The troops of HassanBey, however^ were in the meanwliile 
on their way to the shore ; and the enemy used, if possible, 
greater effoi-ts to possess themselves of the place. This was 
a critical time, and Sir Sidney, anxious that the garrison 
should receive this reinforcement, himself landed at the mole, 
and in person led on the British seamen, armed with pikes, 
to the breach. Here w^ere a few Turks, whose means of 
defence consisted of large stones, which they hurled on the 
assailants, and overthrowing the foremost down the slope, 
impeded the progress of the rest ; but fresh parties rushed 
on to the assault, until their muskets touched, and the 
Turks were then enabled to use thoii- scimitars in personal 
contest. 

According to the ancient custom, Djezzar Pasha had been 
sitting in his palace, rewarding such as brouglit him the 
heads of his enemies ; but hearing that Sir Sidney was on the 
breach, he hastened thither, and pulling the British hack, 
said, “ that if harm befel his English friends, all would be 
lost.” Tliis amicable dispute drew several Turks to this spot, 
and thus gained further time for the arrival of Ilassan Bey’s 
troo))s. Sir Sidney }ia<l now to overcome the pasha’s rei>ug- 
nance to admit any troops into the seraglio gardens except Ids 
Albanians, but who were now reduced from 1,000 to 200. This 
was not a time for trifling, and Sir Sidney, leading in the 
Chifllic regiment of 1,000 men, armed and disciplined in the 
European style, animated the rest of the garrison ; and 
having formed in sufficient numbers to defend the breach, 
made a siilly, but were beaten back with great loss. The 
sortie produced, how'cver, good effects, for it obliged the 
French to expose themselves above their intrenchmeiits, and 
drew upon them a renewal of the flanking fire. In a short 
time the small number remaining were killed or dispersed 
by some hand-grenades throwm by Boger Hall Savage, mid- 
shipman of the Tlleseu^s. 

Every shot bringing down large x>ieces of the wall, which 
was less solid than that of the tower they had so long ]j>at- 
tered, a new breach was effected to the southward of the 
lodgment. Bonaparte was now distinctly seen on an elevated 
piece of ground, called Bicliard Cceur de Lion’s Mount, 
addressing his generals with great earnestness ; and an aide-* 
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de-carnp was despatched to the camp, which showed tluit he 
waited a reinforcement in order to renew the attack. Sir 
Sidney then gave directions for the Turkish vessels to take 
their stations in the shoal water to the southward, while tlie 
Tigre was ordered to join the Theseus to the northward. 

Just befoi'e sunset, a massive column appeared advancing 
to the breach, which, according to the Turkish lashion, w'as 
suiiered to mount unmolested, and descend into the pasha’s 
garden ; but hero the Turks, with tlie scimitar in one hand 
and a dagger in the other, rushed upon the enemy, and in a 
few minutes the most advanced of the Frenchmen lay head- 
less corpses. The rest fled precipitately, leaving General 
Ilainbeaud among the killed, and General Lannes was carried 
off wounded. In the confusion occasioned by the arrival of 
the reinforcement, to whom the English uniform w^as not 
well known, many British officers were neaily losing their 
lives, the Turks taking them for French. In this gallant 
affair, which lasted twenty-four hours, the loss of the Bntish 
was one seaman killed and seven \rounded, and Thomas 
Lamb, midshipman, and three seamen drowned. 

General Klebei’*s division was next ordered to mount the 
brejmh ; but in older to frustrate this meditated attack, a 
sortie was resolved on, which took place on the 19tli. The 
Ohiffiic regiment, led by its lieutenant-colonel, Soliman Aga, 
gained the third parallel of tlie besiegers, but their impetu- 
osity having carried many to the second trench, they sus- 
tained some loss. Previously to their retreat, however, they 
spiked four of the French guns, Kleber therefore, instead 
of storming the fortress, vras occupied in recovering those 
works, which was not accomplished witliout considerable 
loss. 

The Theseus, on the 14th of May, at 9h. SOm. a.m., dis- 
covered the squadron of Commodore Perrw>, off OcisaiNja, and 
was about to make sail in chase, when a dreadful exiilosion 
of twenty 3()-pound<M' and fifty 18-pouiidcr shells took place 
on the poop of the Theseus. Captain Miller was killed by a 
splinter, which stmek him on the breast ; the schoolmastei*, 
Thfimas Segbourne, Midshipmen J. M'. B. Forbes and Charles 
Webb, twenty-four seamen, and three iiiannes, were killed ; 
six seamen and three marines drowned by jumping over- 
boai-d, and forty-seven were wounded, including Lieutenant 
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James Summers, Tliomas Atkinson, ma.ster, Lieutenant of 
mai'ines George Beatty ; Ilobci t l ainsli, surgeon ; Frederick 
Morris, dia plain ; Midslii]>man Cliarlea Dobson and the car- 
ptuiter (inoitally) ; nuikiiig a total of eiglity-seven killed and 
woundtid. The wliole of the poop and tiie afterpart of the 
quarter-df.'ck were blown to pieces, and the booms shattered. 
Fight of the main-deck beams wore broken, and all the w'ard- 
roo.ni bnllvhca^ls and, windows destroy etl ; but the lire was 
subdued by the exertions of Lieutenants Thomas England 
and Summers. In the disabled state of the Theseus, it was 
a matter of gratulation that the French, squadron did not 
attJick Ivor. 

After the hiilure of General Kleber s attack, tlie French 
troops refused to mount the breach again ; and the stench of 
the putrid bodies had become so intolerable, tliat a. /lag of 
truce was sent in proposing a cessation of hostilities, in order 
to bury the dead. While this message was vnuler eoriKsider- 
ation, a volley of shot and shells annoiinotid tlie ciominence- 
inent of anotlicr attack ; but foriunately tluj garrison was 
))repared to meet it, and the Freindi were once more beaten 
back with great slaughter. In the night of the 20th, the 
French raised the siege, and made a preci]>itato retreat, 
leaving Ixdiind tlieni twenty-tlireo pieces of V>attering 
cannon. 

Tlie following ohlcers were among those who commanded 
tlie gun-boats and. launchcvS employed during tbe siege : — 
Lieutenants James Stokes and Thomas C. Brodio ; Thomas 
Atkinson and Eilmiind Ives, mastex's of the Theseus and 
Tigi-e ; and George i'l. Har<linge, James Boxer, and Samuel 
Simms, midslii jiineii. l.^lie loss sustaiTied 1)}’" tlie crews of the 
three shi]),s in tlie dilfereiit attacks during the siege of Acre 
was asfolloAvs: — "l^igrt', seventeen killed, forty-eight wounded, 
four drowned, .seventy-seven jvrisoner.s. The.seus, four kilk'd, 
fifteevn wounded, and five prisonens. xVlIiaDce, one killed, 
tln-ee wounded. Total, twenty-two killed, sixty-six wounded, 
four drowned, eighty -two prisoners. Sir Sidney, after ren- 
dering the Turks sucli further assistiuice as they required, 
sixilod fi'oin Aero on the 12th of June. Tlie naval niedal 
was awarded in 1847 to the surviving participators in the 
aliove succe.ssful opei-ations. 

On the 18 til of March, at 7h. the hired armed IG-gun 
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l)i*ig Telegrapli, Lieutenant James -A. Worth, being oft the 
Isle of Bas, brought to action the French 1 6-gun brig pri- 
vateer Hirondelio. Several attempts were made by both 
parties to board, and the firing was continued until lOh. SOnn, 
when the Hirondelle, having her rigging much disabled, and 
being otherwise seriously damaged, stnick her colours. The 
Telegraph had five men wounded, and the Hirondelle five 
Idlled and fourteen wounded. Lieutenant Worth was pro- 
moted to the rank of commander. This is a naval medal 
action. 

On the 30th of March, the boats of the Trent frigate, 
under the orders of Lieutenant Nathaniel Balchier, assisted 
by Lieutenant George Balderston and by Ldeutenaiit of 
marines George M'Gie, covered by the Sparrow cutter. Lieu- 
tenant John Wiley, attacked a ship and three schooners, lying 
in a bay in the island of Porto Bico, under the protection of a 
fort of five gims. Lieutenant Belchier with Lieutenant M‘Gie 
stormed the battery and spiked the guns, while Lieutenant 
Balderston boai*ded the vessels with his party. The ship and 
one schooner were brought out, and the otliers scuttled by 
the Spaniards, Two seamen and one marine were wounded. 

On the 9th of April, the 18-pounder 36-gun frigates San 
Fiorenzo and Amelia, Captains Sir Harry Neale and the 
Hon. Charles Herbert, standing in for the great road of 
Belle Isle, perceived three frigates and a cutter at anchor, 
but with their topsail-yards hoisted ready for making sail. 
At 9h. A.M., tlie Amelia, in a heavy squall, cairied away her 
main topmast and fore and mizen top-gallant masts. The 
French squadron, consisting of the 18-poundor 40-giia fri- 
gates Oorn^lie and Vengeance, 12-pounder 3G-gan frigate 
Semillante, and a cutter, observing this, immediately weighed, 
formed in line, and stood towards the British frigates. The 
San Fiorenzo, having made the signal to prepare for battle, 
steered towards the enemy, followed by the Amelia. At 
lOlj. 10m., the French squadron, being to leeward, tacked 
and fired their broadsides distantly, which was refciimed by 
the San Fiorenzo and Amelia. The engageirient lasted 
until Ih. .5m. P.M., but so distant that the British frequently 
bore up to close their opponents, w^hich as often boro away. 
The fiigates finally bore up for the Loire, and the cutter 
returned to Belle Isle, l^th British ships suftered con- 

VOL. I. 2 L 



514 


ANECDOTE OF A MAKINB. 


fdderably in masts and rigging, and the San Fiorenzo had 
one man killed and eighteen wounded. The Amelia had 
Midshipman Bayley and one seaman killed, and seventeen 
wounded. The French commodore was wounded, and the 
captain of the Vengeance died of hin wounds. Their loss 
exceeded 100 killed and wounded. 

On the 13th of April, the 14-gun brig Amarantlie, Com- 
mander Francis Vesey, being off the east end of Jamaica, 
after a long chase, arrived up with, engaged, and captured 
the French letter- of- marque schooner Vengeur, of six 
4' pounders and thirty-six men. The Amaranthe had one 
man killed and three wounded, and the Vengeur four- 
teen killed and five wounded, one of whom mortally. Com- 
liiander Vesey gave all possible credit to the gallant remains 
of the schooner’s crew, whose defence w’^as most honourable. 

On the l4th of May, the 10-gun polacre Fortune, Lieu- 
tenant Lewis Davis, and a gun-boat, sailed from Acre, tro 
crui*se off the coast of Syria, and on the 8th were captured 
by the French IG-gun brig Salarnine, in sight of Commo- 
dore Peirce’s squadron. The Fortune made a gallant 
resistance, and sustained a loss, out of her crew of only 
twenty-eiglit men, of two seamen killed, her commander 
and three seamen wounded. 

On the 9th of June, the boats of the 3 2 -gun frigate 
Success, Captain Slmldliam Peard, under the command of 
Lieuts. Philip Facey and Gustavus Stupart, Lieut, of marines 
John Davison, and Pomeroy Peter, midsliipman, boarded 
a Spanish polacre, of ten guns and 113 men, lying under the 
protection of a battery in the harbour of La Selva. She 
was carried, after a sjiirited resistance, witli the loss to the 
British of four seamen killed, and Lieutenant »Stupai*t and 
eight men wounded. ^ For this gallantly-executed service, 
Lieutenant Facey was promoted to the x*ank of commander. 
The naval medal has been granted to the officers and men 
present in the boats on this occasion. 


^ Tlie gallaritry of a marine who had his right arm broken by a grape- 
shot deserves to l)e mentioned. Ou being asked by Lieut. Facey his 
riglit ajm was not disjibled, he nobly answered that it was ; but though 
lie could not pull a trigger with his right, he could use a cutlass with hia 
U'ft hand ; and in this (lisablcd state the gallant fellow actually boarded, 
a.iul was very active, with his comrades, in bringing the action to its 
successful issue. 
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On the 19lh of June, Vice-Admirar Lord Keith was off 
Minorca, with nineteen sail of the line, whc*n his advanced 
squadron, consisting of the 74-gun ships Captain and Bel- 
]ona, and fiigates Banta Tei'esa and Emerald, ca)>tiired 
the French 38-gun frigate Jiinon, 36-gun frjgfxt(?s Alceste and 
Coiirageuse, and hrigs Balamine and Aloi'te, commanded hj 
Hear- Admiral Perrec. All these ships were added to the 
British navy by the same names, except the Junon, the 
name of which was changed to Princess Charlotte, and sub- 
sequently to that of Andromache. 

On the 26th of June, in lat. 39° 30' K., long. 33° W., 
after a chase of four days, the 32-gnn frigate Alcm^me, 
Captfiin Henry Digby, overtook and captured the French 
frigate privateer Courageuse, of twenty-eight guns (12 
and 9-pounders), and 250 men. On the 18th of the fol- 
lowing month, Cajitain Digby having received information 
from the British lugger privateer Pluenix, of Jersey, 
Mr. Hammond, commander, tliat several large vessels were 
lying in the harbour of Vivero, on the north coast of Spain, 
proceeded thither with tlic lugger in company ; and at sun- 
set on the same day the Alciuene stood into the harbotir, 
passing between two Spanish vessels about 500 yards dis- 
tant from each other. Lieutenants Charles Wai'ren and 
William Oliver were then sent away in the boats, to bring 
out the Bjuxnish ships, wiiich they peidbrined in a very 
spirited manner. Tlie Phoenix rendered much assistance in 
bringing off the prizes, one of which was a ship of 700 tons, 
pierced for twenty-two guns. 

On the 11th of August, the 16-gun sloops Py lades and 
Espieglc, Commanders Adam M^^Kenzie and James Boorder, 
and 10-gixii cutter Cornier, Lieutenant Tlxnrias Bearh^, ]:)art 
of a light squadron under Captain Frank Bothcron, in the 
Latona, being off the coast of Holland, proceeded to the 
attack of the late British gun-brig Crash, moored in a nari'ow 
passage between Bchierinonikoog and the mainland of 
Groningen. The Courier, taking the lead, commenced 
aclion ; Init until the arrival of the Pylades ami Espicgle 
the Crash could not be induced to surronder. The Pylades 
had one man killed and two wouufled, Hin ing fitted out 
the Crash and a (japtured schuyt, tlicy, acc«>m])anied by t he 
boats of the sauadroo, were despatched, on the 12th, in com- 

2l2 
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xnand of Lieutenant James Slade, of the Latona^ afisisted by 
Lieutenant Salusbury P. Humphreys, who had charge of 
the schuyt, to the attack of the Dutch 6-gun schooner 
Vengeance, and a large row-boat moored under a battery 
upon the island of Schiermonikoog. The Courier was 
ordered to cover the attack ; but the cutter as well as the 
Crash grounded so far from the shore as to be unable to 
render much assistance. The schu3rfe and boats proceeded, 
and drove the people from the battery, spiked the iron, and 
brought off the brass guns, and compelled the crews to 
abandon the vessels, some of which were takeii possession of. 
This service was performed without loss. The Vengeance 
had been set on fire, but Lieutenant Humphreys^ thinking it 
might be extinguished, jumped overboard, and endeavoured 
to swim to the prize ; in this, however, he was fortunately 
unsuccessful, owing to the strength of the tide ; for imme- 
diately afterwards the schooner blew up. The naval medal 
has been granted to those present in the boats on this 
occasion. 

On the 13 th of Atigust, a squadron of six 64-gun ships 
and two ships of fifty guns, in company with t wo Pussian ships 
of the line, under the command of Vice-Admiral Mitchell, 
sailed from the Downs with 17,000 troops, imder the com- 
mand of Lieutenant-Geueral Sir Palph Abercromby, and, on 
the 15th, Admiral Lord Duncan joined in the 74-gun ship 
Kent. Having arrived off the Texel on the 30th, Admiral 
Mitchell anchored near the Dutch squadron, under Admiral 
Storey, who surrendered his ships without firing a shot. 
They consisted of one ship of sixty-four guns, one of fifty, 
six of forty-four, two of twenty-eight, and three of twenty- 
four guns. 

On the 20th of August, at 8h. 3m. A.M., the 1 8-pounder 
38-gim fiigate Clydes, Captain Charles Cunningham, when 
about seven leagues to the westward of Cordouan light- 
house, discovered two sail in the south-west quarter, and 
made sail in chase. At noon the strangers were within 
three miles of the Clyde, when they bore up, making all oail 
on different courses, and the largest was pursued by the 
British frigate. At Ih. 30m., the Clyde hoisted her colours 
and hred a gun, which was returned by the chase — ^the 
French 12* pounder 3G-gun frigate Vestale, Captain Gaspard, 
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and a close and gallant engagement took place^ wliich con- 
tinued one hour and fifty minutes, when the French frigate, 
having her masts badly wounded, and her rigging and sails 
cut to pieces, hauled down her colours. The consort of the 
Vestale was the 20-gun corvette Sagesse, and was in sight 
during the w'hole of the action. The Clyde, out of a crew 
of 281 men, had two killed, and three wounded. The Ves- 
tale mustered only 230 men, of which number ton were 
killed, and two officers and twenty men wounded. The first 
lieutenant of the Clyde, Alexander Bobert Kcit, lost an 
eye in the Boston, when she fought the Embuscade. He 
was not promoted until April, 1802. 

On the 25th of August, the British 38-gim frigate Tamar, 
Captain Thomas Western, cruising off Sunnam, chased the 
French 28-gun frigate BepubHcain, Captain Lo Bosec, and 
on the following day brought her to close action. After 
a gallanb resistance, the Itepublicain struck her colours. 
The Tamar had only two seamen wounded. The Ii6pub- 
licain, out of a crew numbeiing 281 men, had nine killed 
and twelve wounded. 

On the 9th of September, the sloop-of-war Arrow, Com^ 
mander Nathaniel Portlock, mounting twenty-four guns 
(32-pounder carronades, on the non-recoil principle), and the 
bark Wolverine, Commander William Bolton, thirteen guns 
(already described),^ were detached by Vice-Admiral Mitchell, 
in quest of a ship and a brig, lying at anchor under the 
island of Ulie, at the entranoD of the Texel. As the British 
ships advanced, the strangers hoisted the Batavian repub- 
lican colours; and the Wolverine, standing on, anchored 
within sixty yards of the 14-gun (12-pounders) brig Gier, 
and, having fired one gun, the Batavian fired tliree guns to 
leeward, and hauled down her colours. The ship lay fuxl-her 
to windward, with spiiiigs on her cables, and her broadside 
opposed to the Arrow, which latter had to beixt up to her 
against a strong tide, and for twenty minutes w^as exposed 
to the fire of the enemy before she reached a position to 
ret^pm it with efiect. At length, having anchored within 
eighty yards, the Arrow opened her broadside. The 
action had continued fifteen minutes, when the Wolverine 


See page 501, ante. 
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coming up, the Draak, mounting twenty-four guns (two 
long 32-pounders, sixteen long 18-pounders, and six brass 
5 ()-pound howitzers), commanded by Captain-Lieutenant Yan 
Esek, suri’endered. The Axrow had one killed, and her com- 
mander, William Wilson, master’s mate, and seven seamen 
wounded. The Br^iak’s loss could not be ascertained pre- 
cisely, but it was considered to have been seven. The prize, 
being worthless, was set on tire and destroyed. Commander 
Portlock was promoted on the 28th of the same month. 
The naval medal has been granted for this action. 

On the 20th of September, the armed store-ship Camel, 
of twenty-four guns, Commander John Lee, and 16-gun 
sloo]) Ilattlesnake, Lieutenant Samuel Gooch, were lying in 
Algoa Bay, with lower yards and topmasts down. Captain 
Loo, having a detachment of seamen with him, was serwing 
with the ai'iny under General Dun das 3 and the lieutenant 
and fifteen men were absent from the Rattlesnake, de- 
tained on shore by the violence of the surf. While in tliis 
unprepared state, the French 36-gun frigate Preneuse, Cap- 
tain L’Hermite, stood into the bay, and aiKiiiored about 800 
yards from the Rattlesnake. Lieutenant William Fother- 
gill, who was the senior officer, conducted the defence 01 
the British sliips in so able a manner, that after an action of 
three hours’ duration, in tlie course of which the Camel 
rijceived much damage, and had five feet water in her hold, 
tire Preneuse cut her cable and made sail out of tlie bay. 
TJie Camel, out of 101 men, had only six men wounded. 
The Rattlesnake, out of a crew of ninety 4 wo men, had the 
carpenter and one seaman killed and seven wounded. The 
masts and yards of both ships were badly woujulod. 

On. the 3rd of October, as the 14 -gun brig Speedy, Com- 
mander Jjrlil eel Bren ton, was passing the Straits of Gibraltar, 
several small vessels were observed coining out of Algesiras, 
apparently with the intention of attacking a convoy entering 
the Straits. The Speedy made sail after the Spanish vessels, 
which, however, proved to be coasters, under the protection 
of an armed cutter and schooner. After much exertion ton 
the part of the Speedy’s officei*s and crew, especially of 
Lieutenant Richard W. Pmker, these were driven on .shox‘e 
or swamped by the surf, the pco]>le having de.serfed them. 

On the Gth of ISTorember following, wiiile lying to ofl* 
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Eiiropa Point, waiting for her convoy from the Tagiis to 
close, twelve Spanish gun-boats, two being schooner-rigged, 
and armed with two long 24-pounders each, and the reia£iinder 
of the tisii .il latteen-rig, mounting one long 24-potmder, with 
crews varying from twenty-four to fifty men, bore down to 
attack the Speedy. Having fi^rst sent on shore his despatches, 
Captain Brenton prepared to receive his enemies, and at 
3h. 50m. P.H. commenced firing on them, in ordier to cover 
the escape of the transport Unity, upon wliicJi thdir attack 
appeared directed. At .oh. the gun-boats, finding the chase 
of the transport fruitless, stood towards the Speedy. A 
breeze of wind enabled the brig to push througii the 
thickest of her foes ; and passing amongst them near 
enough to break many of their oars, she poured in so de- 
structive a fire of grape and musketry that they lied in tlie 
utmost confusion. At 6h. 30m. the gun-boats gained an 
asylum under Fort }:>arbary, where they remained several 
days, and tlien departed for Malaga. In tins well-managed 
affair the Speedy j’eceived much damage to her sails and 
ligging, and also several shot between wind and watei', in 
consequence of which the water w^as nearly level with htu* 
lower deck ; aiuf her loss amounted to two seamen killed 
and one wounded. The Speedy was obliged to run to 
Tetuan Bay to stop her leaks, in eonsequenco of the westerly 
wind, which, as her shot-holes were priiHupally on the star- 
board side, pro vented her making sail for Cibraltar. Tlie 
loss of the gun-boats is represented to liavo be(3n eleven men 
killed and a great many wounded. Captmii Brenton’s post 
rank quickly followed this action. The naval medal w as 
awarded to the surviving participators in 1847. 

On the 9th of October, the 50~giin ship Jupiter, Captain 
■William Granger, sailed from Algoa Bay in piusuit of tlie 
Preneuse, whose attack upon the Camel and Ivattlesnake has 
just been described ; and on the 10th the frigate was seen 
running before a strong gale from tlm north-west. At 
9h. P.M. tlie Jupiter arri ved within shot of the? Preneuse, and 
cjj>mmenced firing upon her from her chase guns, receiving in 
return the stern chasers of the frigate. At 2h. r.&i., on the 
lltli, the Jupiter brought her opponent to close action ; but 
the sea ran so high, that the Jupiter wtis unable to 0 ]>en hei 
jbwer-deck poids, in consequence of which she could only 
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oppose a broadside of eleven 12-poimders and three G-pounders 
to the fire of the Preneuse. The advantage accordingly leant 
so much to the side of the Preneuse, that the Jupiter was so 
crippled in her spars as to be unable to continue the action, 
and dropped astern, upon which the frigate hauled to the 
wind and escaped. 

On the 12 th of October, the 16-gun sloop Trincomal^, 
Lieutenant fc John Rowe, while cruising in the Straits of 
Babelmahdel, discovered the French 22-gun privateer Iphi- 
g6iue, Captain Mabroux. After engaging two hours, the 
Trincomale blew up, and out of her whole crew only one 
seaman and one lascar escaped. A t the time of the explosion 
the ships were so close to each other that the Iphig^nie 
shared in the destitiction ; and out of 115 officers and men, 
only tliirty were saved by a prize vessel in company. 

On the 14th of October, the 18-gun sloop Echo, Com- 
mander Robeiii Philpot, cruising off l^)rto Rico, chased into 
Lagnadille Bay the French letter-of-marque brig Bonaparte, 
mounting twelve 4-pounders. On the 17th, Lieutenant 
Charles F. Napier, and — Wood, boatswain, with fourteen 
men, being in shore in search of an enemy, discovered the 
brig they had chased moored close to the shore, and protected 
by several guns on the beach. Notwithstanding this prepa- 
ration, the boats dashed on, boarded her on the bow, and in 
an inconceivably short space of time were in comjdete pos- 
session of her. The cables were no sooner cut, than the 
guns on the beach opened upon the vessel and boats, and the 
third shot sunk the pinnace wliile towing the brig. The 
prize was several times hulled ; but a light breeze springing 
up, she was soon out of gun-shot. The prize wavS a fine 
copper-bottomed American- built biig, with a valuable cargo. 

On the 15th of October, in the moming, the .38-gun 
frigate Naiad, Captain William Pierrepoint, bebig in kt 
44® N., long. 12® 30' W., discovered and chased two Spanish 
frigates. The pursuit continued until 3h. 30m. a.m, on the 
IGth, when the Naiad was joined by the 38-gun fiigate 
Ethalion, Captain James Young. At daybreak, the 12-poundqr 
32-gun frigate Triton and 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Alcm^ne, 
Captains John Gore and Heniy Digby, hove in sight, the 
former astein and the latter to the westward. At 7h. A.M. 
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the Spaniards separated, and the Ethalion chased and brought 
to action at llh. SOm. a.m. the 34-gu3i frigate Thetis, which, 
after a short resistance, hauled down her coloure. The 
Thetis’s consort, Santa Brigida, bore up, and made sail for 
Corunna, closely pursued by the Triton and Alcm^ne. On 
the 17 th, at 5h.. a.m., the Santa Brigida passed so near to 
the rocks off Monte Lora, that the Tnton, following her, 
struck heavily ; but fortunately got off, and soon afterwards 
commenced firing at the chase. The Alcincne being also 
close at hand, and firing upon the Spanish frigate, the latter 
also surrendered. The loss on either side was very slight. 
On the 21st the Thetis, and on the 22iid the Santa Biigidii, 
accompanied by their captors, arrived at Plymouth with 
their valuable cargoes. ^ 

On the 20th of October, the 18-pounder 32'gnn frigate 
Cerberus, Captain James Macnamara., cimising about nine 
leagues ofi* Cape Ortegal, discovered to leeward a Spanish 
convoy of eighty sail, under the protection of four frigates 
and two con^ttes. The Cerberus having, when the night 
closed in, bore up, in the hope of cutting off some of the 
vessels, at 8h. p.jf. passed close to one of the frigates and 
hailed her, upon which the Spaniard boro up to close her 
consorts ; but, in order to prevent this, the Cerberus bore 
up under her stem, and engaged her to leeward. In half 
an hour the Cerberus had silenced her opponejit’s fire ; but 
the approach of the other frigates prevented her from 
taking possession. In hauling up to avoid a raking broad- 
side, the British frigate fell on board the headmost of the 
enemy’s ships, and cai*ried away' the latter’s main-topsail- 
yard. After a very gallant engagement, during wliich the 
Cerberus was often opposed to timee ships of the enemy, 
Captain Macnam^ra, deeming it necessary to consult the 
safety of his ship, wore, and, at lOh., hauled to the wind, 
and escaped, having captured one brig of the convoy, which 
was set on fire by Lieutenant Hassard Stackpoole. The 
Cerberus sustained some damage to her sails and rigging, 

^Tlie prize-money received by the captors was as follows : — captains, 
each, £40,730. 183. ; lieutenants, £5,091. /.v. '3d. ; warrant-officers, 
£2,468. lOa. 9d, ; petty officers, £791. 173.; seamen and marines, 
£182. 43 . 9<j5. 
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Init had only four of her crew wounded, The squadron 
thus gallantly engaged were ’ the 40-guxi frigate Ceres and 
34-gun* frigates Diana, Eamei-alda, Mercedes, aiid another, 
and two brigs. 

On the 21st of October, the 28~gun frigate S\iri>rise, 
Captain Edward Hamilton, arrived off the harbour of Puerto 
Cabello, in which was discovered the Hermione, late British 
32-gun frigate, which had on board a crew of 320 Spaniards, 
and was moored head and stern between two strong batte- 
ries, at the entrance of the harbour, mounting together 
upwards of 150 guns. On the 24th, Captain Hamilton 
turned the hands up, and acquainted the ship’s company 
with his intention to cut the frigate out. At 8h. P.M., Cap- 
tain Hamilton, with about 100 volunteers, officers and men, 
quitted the ship in two divisions ; that led by himself was 
destined to boai-d the frigate, while the other was to cut the 
cables and take her in tow. The Surprise, meanwhile, was 
to continue off the mouth of the harbour, to render assistance 
if required. About midnight, the launch of the Spanish, 
frigate, which was rowing guard about three- quart/ers of a 
mile in advance, was fallen in Avith and driven back by the 
boats. The noise thus occasioned gave tlie alarm, and 
immediately afterwards the foremost guns of the Hermione 
were fired. It was now evident that the frigate was pre- 
pared ; nevertlieless, the boats pushed on, and about 
12h. 30m. Captain Hmuilfcon and John Maxwell, the gun- 
ner, Avith about ten men from his boat, got on boaixl the 
Hermione, and gained possession of the forecastle without 
much resistance. The gig, commanded by the surgeon, 
John M'^Mullen, boarded on the larboard bow, and suc- 
ceeded in joining the captain’s party. The first lieutenant 
and the boatswain, in the cutters, had been repulsed in their 
attempts at the gangw'ay. Captain Hamilton, taking with 
liim the surgeon’s party, sallied aft to the quarter-de'ek along 
tlie larboard gangway, and the gunner, wdth tweh^o men, 
on the starboiird. Il^jre they were met by a very determined 
resistance for a quarter of an hour, and much carnage ensv^M. 
Among ' the wounded were Captain Hamilton and the gTin- 
iier. The first lieutenant, and acting lieutenant of marines 
Du Pin, haA^iiig boarded Avith their dfHsions, and the cables 
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being cnt, the boats took the ship in tow, wliile tlje topsails 
were loosed by the nien appointed to that service. The 
Spainards were then overpowered, and driven below, jind 
very soon called for quarter. The batteries did not open 
until the firing had ceased on board the Herniione, by which 
time she was underway^ One shot struck her below the 
watex-line, which rendered it necessary to keep the pumps 
going, and another shot cut away the main and spiing stay, 
which, as there was a liead swell, put the mainmast in some 
little danger. By 2h. a.m., the prize was out of gunshot of 
the batteries, and the boats w'cre called alongside. The 
British had ten men wounded, including Captain Hamilton 
and the gunner. The Spaniards, out of a crew of 320, had 
119 killed and ninety-seven wounded. The sunivors were 
afterwai-ds [jut on board a schooner, and landed at Puei’to 
Cabello. Captain Hamilton, with his prize, arrived at .Foi*t 
Royal, Jamaica, on the 12th of November. The Hermione 
was i-estored to the British service, under the name of 
Retribution. Cajitain Hamilton was vety severely wounded. 
He first received a violent blow from the butt-end of a 
musket, which t nocked him senseless on the deck. He 
next received a sabre-cut on the left thigh, and a thrust of 
a pike in the light thigh, and a contusion on the right shin- 
bone l^y a grape-shot, besides otlier cuts am] bniiseirj. Caj>- 
tain Haraiiton, on his return to England in the Jamaica 
packet, for the recovery of his health, was captured and 
carried to Eranee, but on being exchanged, arri ved in England, 
and received the honour of knighthood. The naval medal 
has been aw\ai’dod to the participators in this dashing 
exploit. 

On the 22n(l of November, tln^ 32-gun fiigate Solebay, 
Captain Stephen Poyiitz, while endsing off St. Doriungo, ^ 
discovered, at daybreak, a French squadron, consisting of 
the 12 -pounder 20-gun Irigate-built store-ship Egyptien, 
16 -gun corvette Eoie, 12-gun brig Levrier, and 8-gun 
schooner Vengeur. At Oh. a.m., the Fixmch commodore, in 
t%! Eg)q>tien, a fine warlike-looking vessel, having ascertained 
that the Solebay was a British frigate, made sail away ; 
but at 2h. r.M., the squadron lying nearly becalmed, while 
the Solebay had a light breeze of wind, the frigate was 
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enabled to bring the Egyptien and brig to action, which, 
after a short resistance, were compelled to surrender. The 
Solebay then attacked the other two, which were also cap- 
turecL The aggregate of the force of this squadron was 
fifty-eight guns and 481 men, so that the capture was by 
no means an insignificant triumph. The Eole was added to 
the British navy by the name of Nimrod, 

On the 23 rd of November, the hired armed 12-gun cutter 
Courier, Lieutenant Thomas Searle, while cruising off 
Flushing, discovered a sail to windward, and after a twelve 
hours’ chase, came up with the Guerrier French cutter 
privateer, of fouiheen long 4-pounders and forty-four men. 
Captain Felix L’AIlemand. After an action of fifty minutes’ 
duration, the Guemer struck her colours. Stephen Marsh, 
master of the Courier, was killed early in the action, and 
two seamen were wounded. The Guerrier had four killed 
and six wounded, lieutenant Searle was promoted to the 
rank of commander shortly after the capture of this priva- 
teer. The naval medal has been granted for this action. 

On the 11th of Decembex', the 74-gan ship Tremendous, 
Captain John Osborn, and 50-gun ship Captain 

William H'otham, wldle cruising off Port Louis, Isle of 
France, chased the Preneuse, Captain L’llermifce. On this 
occasion, finding his escape impi’acticable, Captain L’Hermite 
ran the frigate on shore, on the west side of the river Tom- 
beau, close under some powerful batteries. The French 
crew having deserted her, she was boarded, notwithstanding 
a heavy fire from the batteries, by Lieut. Edw^ard Grey, first 
of the Adamant, g^ssisted by Lieuts. John Walker and Ben- 
jamin Symes, and Lieut, of marines dohn Owen ; and having 
removed Captain L’llermite, and the few remaining men of 
the cre w, and saving as much private propeiiy belonging to 
^ tlie French captain as possible, the Preneuse was set oii fire 
and destroyed. This service was executed witliout the loss 
of a man. 

On the 21st of December, the 10-gun hired cutter Lady 
Nelson was attacked off Cabrita Point, and captured 
three French privateers and some gun-boats. This capture 
being observed on board the Queen Charlotte, bearing the 
flag of Yiee- Admiral Lord Keith, at anchor in the Bay of 




comtnanded by Oitizen Louis Bouvet. The Furet had five 
men killed, and her captain, lieutenant, and Bcveii men 
wounded. The Yiper also moxuited fourteen 4-pounder3, 
and her crew numbered forty-eight ; but although much cut 
up in rigging, and her mast rendered imserviceable by shot, 
she had only her commander and one seaman wounded. 
This was the stK)orid capture made by the Yiper of a vessel 
of equal force. This is a naval medal action. 

Among the weary hours to which a naval life is subject, 
none surely can equal those passed on board a stationary 
flag ship ; especially in a port where there is a constant 
egress and regress of cruisers, some departing in search of 
prizes, and otlxers returning with prizes in their possession. 
During the whole of 1797, and the greater part of 1798, the 
r)4-guii ship Abergavenny, as she lay moored in Port 
Royal Harbour, Jamaica, daily exposed her oflicers and men 
to^hesG tantalizations. At Jeiigth it was suggested that a 
small tender sent off the east end of the island, or even to 
Oow Biijy scarcely out of sight of the harbour, might acquii*e 
for the parent ship some share of the honours that were 





Reaping by fihe timsers arti®^^^'*’^ MTTOK 
laancli Jba^iDg boe»-«bt^ed 
bo^ <Qr more probably a a 

difficulty to find an office. V_^^der Gart'ona 
add the other requisites for so % ^ ^ :^|- 

a service. Ife was hot every 
cramped up night and day in an 0^v<xL boat, ex 
'kinds of weather, as well as to the risk of being eapturedy^ 
some of the many picaroons that infested the , coast. yAii 
acting lieutenant of the Abergavenixy — one on whom i]ptiu*e 
had conferred an ardent mind, habit an iiiditrerenee 
personal comfort, and eighteen or twenty years of active 
service?, an experience in all the duties of liis profession — 
cheerfully consented to take chm'ge of the cruder boat. 
Mr. Michael Fitton soon gave proofs of lus ability, and the 
crew of the Abergavenny could now and then greet a prize 
of their own among the many that dropped idnehor near 
thorn. 

With a }>art of the funds that a sxrccession of pi-izos had 
brought to the slii[), a decked ves.sel was at length pur- 
chased ; with the fruits of ]ier gains, aii 4 >ther ; and so on 
until the schooner, wlio.se little exploit we are now about 
to record, came in her turn to be the Abergavenny's tender. 
On tbe 5tli of October, the schoonr^r Ferret, mounting six 
3'-pounders, witli a crew ol foity-nve men and boys, com- 
manded by acting Lieutenant Fitton, wlvile cruising oif tlio 
north-east end of Jamaica, discovered a largo schooner with 
eight ports of a side, and an English ciisign and peaidant, 
bearing down u])on her. Judging from the great size of 
the ensign, and lengtli of tlie pendant, whittli wore laige 
and long enoug}). for a line-of- battle ship, that she was an 
enemy’s cruiser. Lieutenant Fitton tacked to speak Inn*. 
Having, by dint of excellent manoeuvring, sncceeded in 
obtaii\ing the weather gage, tlie Ferret bfouglvt the schooner 
(which had by this time siibstitutcii Spanish f'or IfjDglish 
colours) to close action ; but after half an 3 k>ui‘’s fighting, 
tlie Spaniard bore n]7, and made all sail for St. Jago^.de 
Cuba, The Feiret pursued, and, by tlie aid of her swaieps, 
at llh. V.M., brouglit tlie schooner again to action ; but 
notwithstanding a;li her gallant efforts to grapple with the 







